


Introduction 
Creating art is an ongoing dialogue between the traditions set by preceding generations and the need for 
today's artists to respond to an ever-changing cultural and social landscape. Each generation also responds 
to new technologies, alternative techniques, and the stubbornness of the media in pure or hybrid forms. But 
the work is nothing without the driving passion to create a dynamic·conversation between the work and 
viewer. You may find the work draws you in or leaves you in a state of detached contemplation. Regard­
less, the artists in the MFA exhibition know that your engagement is instrumental to completing the work of 
art. 

The Master of Fine Arts at Stony Brook is a three-year, terminal degree, providing a few gifted artists (we 
allow no more than twenty candidates in residence) who are ready to begin professional careers with an 
opportunity to hone their skills. Our graduate students enjoy the use of our excellent technical facilities 
(foundry, kilns, darkrooms, presses), and focus on their own work in individual studios on campus. Ad­
ditionally, they have the advantage of being part of a large, world-class research university with centers 
not only ii) Stony Brook but also in Manhattan, Southampton, and East Hampton, where our Department 
administers the historic Pollock-Krasner House and Study Center. Through their close interaction with 
our faculty-all successful, practicing artists--and their many contacts in the New York City art world, they 
develop the techniques that will allow them to express their personal vision. Stony Brook is also uniquely 
situated geographically: we are near enough to New York, with its renowned museums, galleries, studios, 
and concert halls, to make recurrent visits easy; yet we are sufficiently far to enjoy insulation from the 
density and pressures of the city in the relative peace provided by the suburban/rural environment of Long 
Island's North Shore. Our students do not spend their lives in the studio, however. They are encouraged to 
increase their breadth of knowledge by engaging with faculty in Art History, Philosophy, History, Women's 
Studies, and the Hunianities Institute; they participate in the Department's affiliation with the Consortium 
for Digital Arts, Culture, and Technology (cDACT); and they establish creative connections with other 
students in Computer Science, Music, and Theatre. 

What you see in the gallery today is the result of hours in the studio, working with faculty, and talking 
with each other as our students forge the future of the art world. We thank University Art Gallery Direc­
tor Rhonda Cooper for her energy and sense of design in curating this exhibition by our graduating MFA 
students. You may find some of the work challenging, humorous, or simply beautiful, but all of it reflects a 
deep commitment to the making of art. 

John Lutterbie 

Chair, Department of Art and Theatre Arts 
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