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INTRODUCTION 
As real estate prices 1n SoHo have continued to soar. 

New York's East Village - from Houston Street to 14th 
Street and trom Second Avenue to the East River - has 
emerged as the home. workplace. and marketplace of 
hundreds of aspiring young artists who have begun to 
make their voices heard over the past several years. That 
some of the galleries fining the crowded streets of the East 
Village are less than elegant m appearance is a reflection 
not only of the tough urban sens1b11illes of the arllsts whose 
works are displayed therein but of the low-rent origins of 
the Manhattan neighborhood itself. 

Despite the many gencraflhes that have been wrillen 
about the blossoming East Village scene 1n recent years. II 
would be wrong to assume that the various arllsts who live 
and work in the neighborhood comprise a single "school" 
of arllsllc expression. As any survey of these various arllsts 
and their works should make abundanlly clear. the artists 
of the East Village are a highly diverse group of 1nd1v1duals 
with very distinct ideas who work in a wide range of arllsllc 
modes and styles. To lump these artists together as spo­
kespersons for any single art1sllc v1s1on is to ignore that 
which is most special and unique about each arllsl's work 

The delicately luminescent . Kandinsky-like abstrac­
llons of Futura 2000. for example. are clearly of a very 
different character from the idealized pastoral 1mag1nmgs 
of Cheryl Laemmle. whose distinctly modern works never­
theless seem to evoke the sp1nt of t 9th century American 
landscape painting S1m11ar1y. the sumptuously k1tsch­
framed romanllc paintings of Rhonda Zwilhnger bespeak 
an arllshc v1s1on quite unlike that of Peter Drake. whose 
work so effecllvely con1ures up the paranoia of contem­
porary urban existence. The hard-edged images of David 
Wo1narow1cz convey political statements that are as far 
removed from the seemingly serene world of Martin 
Wong's building facades as Kevin Larmee·s impressionis­
tic subway scenes are from the expressionistic. bright­
cofored paintings of Layman Foster All are expressions of 
the urban reality as perceived by the artists of the East 
Village. but how that reality is tillered through each arllsl's 
unique sens1b1flt1es makes for a fasc1na11ng diversity of 
art1sllc statements 

Eight Urban Pamre1 s features some of the very best of 
the many arllsts now working 1n the East Village. Some of 
these artists have a11eady exh1b1ted around the world and 
received widespread recognition. others are 1ust beginning 
to be recognized as important figures 1n the East Village art 
scene We are privileged to have the opportunity to present 
this exhib1hon of their works to the Stony Brook community 

EIGHT URBAN PAINTERS: 

PETER DRAKE 
LAYMAN FOSTER 
FUTURA 2000 
CHERYL LAEMMLE 
KEVIN LARMEE 
DAVID WOJNAROWICZ 
MARTIN WONG 
RHONDA ZWILLINGER 
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Peter Drake 

Stlckt , 1985 
Ink on paper. sanded. 60 x 96~ 
Courtesy Smupe Ga11e1y 

Born 1957, Long Island. New York 
Education: Prall lns11tule. Brooklyn, NY (B.FA. 1979) 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
1986 Michael Kohn Gallery, Los Angeles. CA 
1985 Sharpe Gallery. NYC 
1984 Limbo Lounge. NYC 

Sharpe Gallery, NYC 
1983 Josef Gallery, NYC 

Layman Foster 

Cafe Society, 1966 
011 on canvas. 52 x 68' 
Lent by the artist 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
1986 A Brave New World - A New Generation -

40 New York Artists, Charlouenburg 
Exh1bil1on Hall. Copenhagen. Denmark 
and Lunds Konsthall. Lund, Sweden 

1985 5 7th Between A & D, Holly Solomon 
Gallery. NYC 

El Arte Narra11vo. PS 1. Long Island C11y. 
NY (traveled from Tamayo Museum. 
Mexico C11y. Mexico) 

Summer Pleasures, Nancy Hoffman 
Gallery, NYC 

Born 1952. Speedway. Indiana 
Educallon: Indiana Univers11y. Bloomington. IN 

(BFA. 1978) 
John Herron School of Art. Indianapolis. IN 

(1974) 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
1985 Figurative Abstract Pamtmg, Jamie Szoke 

Gallery. NYC 
1984 Ida Busy Resting. Grealhouse Gallery. NYC 

East Village Show. PS 1, Long Island C11y. 
NY 

1983 Army Terminal Show. Brooklyn, NY 

THEATRE PROJECTS 
1985 Gilly Rose, Ensemble S1ud10 Theater. NYC 
1984-85 Gertrude Stem's Ida. New York Univers11y 

Theater on the Park. NYC 
1984 Rap Snap, Children's Dance Theatre. NYC 



Futura 2000 
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Zuni & M•. 1984 
011 on canvas with wOOden fence, 84 x 12· 
Couflosy Snt.trpe Gafferv 

Born 1955. New York New York 

Education: City Collego of Now York, NYC ( 1973! 
New York Community College. NYC ( 1972) 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
1986 Semaphore Gallery. NYC 
1985 Michael Kohn. Los Angeles. CA 
1984 Fun Gallery, NYC 

Yak1 Kornbllt Amsterdam 
Tony Shafraz1 Gallery. NYC 

1983 Fun Gallery. NYC 
Four Blue Squares. San Francisco. CA 
Yvon Lambor1, Pans. F ranee 
Yak1 Kornbht. Amsterdam 
Baronian/ Lambert. Ghenl. Belgium 
51 X Gallery. NYC 

1982 Fun Gallery, NYC 
FNAC. Slrasbourg. France 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
1986 Semaph r E •I. NYC 
1985 Flow A~., vo ... ry, Lvs Angeles. CA 

Missing Children Show, The Kentucky 
L11hograph Building. Louisville. KY 

Fun Gallery West. San Francisco. CA 
Frank Bernnvucc1. NYC 

Born 1947, M1nneapo11s. Minnesota 
Education: Washington State Un1vers11y. Pullman. 

WA (M.F A 1978) 
Humboldt Slalc Umvers11y. Arcata, CA 

(BA, 1974) 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
l'l86 Sharpe Gallery NYC 
1984 Sharpe Gallery, NYC 
1983 Barbara Toll Fino Aris. NYC 
1982 Texas Gallery, Hous1on. TX 
1980 PS 1 Special Pro1ec1s Room. 

Long I and City NY 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
t 986 The Best and the Brightest from the East 

Village and Soho. Moosart Gallery, 
Miami. FL 

Landscape, Seascape, Cityscape. New 
Orleans Cen1er for Conlemporary Art. 
New Orleans. LA 

Natural Sewngs. Corcoran Gallery of Art. 
Washington. DC 

Artif1c1af Paradise. Asher Faure Gallety. 
Los Angeles. CA 

57rh Between A&D. Holly Solomon Gallery, 
NYC 



Kevin Larmee 

ThoClock(4,15), 1963 
A< 1nws, 48 .. 96"' 

~nurt B Gaiety 

Born 1946. R1dgcllcld. New Jersey 
Educa11on: Co1umb1a College. Chicago. IL (1974) 

San Francisco Art lns111u1e. San Francisco. CA 
(1967-68) 

Shimer College. Ml. Carroll. IL ( 1965·67. 69· 70) 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
1985 LARMEE Pamllngs. Avenue B Gallery, NYC 
1984 OU 1he Wall, Avenue B Gallery. NYC 

David Wojnarowicz 

S~c• Totem, 1983 
Acrylic on found wOOd. 79·· tong 
Lant by fla1no Tt'fno1 Coopor 
Councsy Grac1t1 Afans;on Gallery 

Born 1954. Redbank. New Jersey 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
1986 Gra · M '"' on Gallery. NYC 

Mu~,,..,gu~ Iv the Public. Times Square 
Spoc1aco1or Board. NYC 

1984 CAY C. Buenos Aires. Argen11na 
C1v1han Warlare. NYC 
Anna Friebe Galene. Cologne. Wes1 Germany 
Gracie Mansion Gallery. NYC 

1983 Hal Bromm Gallery. NYC 
Civ1han Warfare, NYC 

1982 M1lhken Gallery. NYC 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
1986 

1985 

Pub11c and Pflv;•te Amer• 1n Ptlflts Today. 
The Brooklyn Mu~eum, Brooklyn. NY 

The East Village. Fashion lns111u1e of 
Technology. NYC 

East Village "86. The Best of The East Village. 
Avenue B Gallery. NYC 

Fo1shpe1z, Avenue B Gallery. NYC 
Contempotary Visions 1985, Zolla/Lo1berman 

Gallery, Chicago, IL 
Micro Wave. NOW Gallery. NYC 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
1986 

1985 

The All Natural Disaster Show. The Bronx 
Council on lhe Ans. Bronx. NY 

A Survey ot Recent Trends in Easr Village Art. 
Mori Gallery, Sydney, Aus1ralia (lravehng to 
Unrvers11y of Melbourne) 

Tne East Village. Fashion lns111u1e of 
Technology. NYC 

Whitney Biennial. Wh11ney Museum of 
American Art. NYC 

A Brave New World· A New Generation · 
40 New York Artists, Copenhagen. 
Denmark and Lund. Sweden 



Martin Wong 
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Rhonda Zwillinger 

H arriet end Lester, 1985 
011 on wood ..... ·1th mxed media frame. 19 dl81'11()ter 
Lent by Haffiet ancl Lester Lipton 

1 Cowesy Gracie ManSIOfl Ga11ery 

-==--·~ __ J Born 1949. Brooklyn. New York 
Educa11on: Cape School of Painling. Prov1ncc10wn. 

MA (1979·80) 
Voices, 1981 
011 and acrylic on canvas. 72 • 48 
Co1,'ec1,oo ot lhfJ' aaist 
Courtesy Sernaph0te G.1tt«uv 

Born 1946. Porlland. Oregon 
Edural o• S. 1a1 gn 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
1986 <: n .1 ry. NYC 
1~5 St1 ap1 uru t:c...;1 ... ~ .. '\;.ry. NYC 
l'IJ" ·• <:. y N 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
1985 Jfl 111 ., I 0 P1 'Cl NYC, 

Wurs..., un rdf,n;;1, St:1 ·Jphoru Et:..;;t (i~ ..... ry. 
NYC 

Precious. Grey Art Gallery and Sludy Cenler 
New York Un1vcrs1ty, NYC and Chrysler 
Museum. Norfolk. VA 

Ten Chinatown. Asian Ans 1ns111ute. NYC 
East Village at Centre. Cenlre Sa1dye 

Bronfman. Mon1rcal, Ouobac 
Urban Landscapes, Semaphore Easl Gallery. 

NYC 
Bacchana/"1. Now York Public Library. 

Tomkins Squaro Branch. NYC 

Parson·s School of Design. NYC (1978) 
Ari Sludent's League. NYC ( 1973 1978) 
Brooklyn College. CUNY, Brooklyn, NY 

(BA 1971) 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
1985 Gracie Mansion Gallery NYC 

Carpenle< Hall, Harvard University, 
Cambrodge. MA 

p s 1, Long Island C11y, NY 
Delaware An MuseuM. W1lm1ngton. Dl 

1983 C1v1fian Warfare. NYC 
Gracie Mansion Gallery, NYC 
Windows on Wh11e. NYC 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
1986 A Brave New World A New Gen• 11100 40 

New York Ar/1st;,, Copenhagen, Q.,,.,,,arf. 
and Lund. Sweden 

Installation. Canoer Foundation. Pans. France 
The East Village. Fashion lns111u1e ol 

Technology, NYC 
New York-New Work. Delaware Ari Museum, 

Wolminglon. OE 
Precious. Grey Ari Gallery and Sludy Genier, 

New York Unovers11y, NYC and Chrysler 
Museum, Norfolk, VA 



EXHIBITION CHECKLIST 

Artists are listed 1n a/phabellcal order. All dimensions are given 1n 
inches. height preceding width p1eced1ng depth Works marked 
with an asterisk are 11/ustrated 1n this catalogue. 

PETER DRAKE 
'St1cks. 1985 
Ink on paper sanded. 60 x 96 inches 
Courtesy Sharpe Gallery 

LAYMAN FOSTER 
'Cale Society, 1986 
011 on canvas. 52 x 68 inches 
Lenl by 1he ar11s1 

LAYMAN FOSTER 
Play the Game. 1985 
Oil on canvas. 48 x 60 inches 
Len1 by lhe arllst 

LAYMAN FOSTER 
Sell POl/811. 1985 
Oil on panel. 39 x 48 inches 
Leni by lhe ar11s1 

FUTURA 2000 
Un/I/led, 1985 
Spray enamel and acrylic on canvas. 60 x 48 inches 
Courtesy Semaphore Gallery 

FUTURA 2000 
Unt1lled, 1986 
Spray enamel and acry11c on canvas. 50 x 60 inches 
Courtesy Semaphore Gallery 

FUTURA 2000 
'Un/11/ed. I 985 
Spray enamel and acrytic on canvas. 72 x 72 inches 
Cour1esy Semaphore Gallery 

CHERYL LAEMMLE 
Two Sisters. 1984 
011 on canvas w11h wooden fence. 56 x 84 inches 
Leni by AG Rosen 
Counesy Sharpe Gallery 

CHERYL LAEMMLE 
W1stena Mo. I 983 
011 on canvas wrlh v1ooden fence. 56 x 84 inches 
Povate Co1tec11on 
Courlesy Sharpe Gallery 

CHERYL LAEMMLE 
'Zuni and Me. 1984 
Oil on canvas with wooden fence. 84 x 72 inches 
Cour1esy Sharpe Gallery 

KEVIN LARMEE 
· r11ec1ock(415J. 1983 
Acryhc on canvas. 48 x 96 inches 
Courlesy Avenue B Gallery 

KEVIN LARMEE 
The ciock (5 05). 1984 
Acryhc on canvas. 48 x 96 inches 
Cour1esy Avenue B Gallery 

DAVID WOJNAROWICZ 
Jean Gene1Mas1urbal1ng1n Meueray Pnson, 1983 
Silkscreen. 34 x 25 inches 
Courtesy Gracie Mansion Gallery 

DAVID WOJNAROWICZ 
·space Totem. 1983 
Acrylic on found wood. 79 inches long 
Lent by Elaine Terner Cooper 
Courtesy Gracie Mansion Gallery 

DAVID WOJNAROWICZ 
TrueMylh. 1983 
Silkscreen, 34 x 25 inches 
Courtesy Gracie Mansion Gallery 

MARTIN WONG 
Los Sonambulos. 1984-85 
Acrylic on canvas. 55 x 31 inches 
Courlesy Semaphore Eas1 Gallery 

MARTIN WONG 
Voices. 1981 
Oil and acrylic on canvas. 36 x 36 inches 
Collection of the atl1st 
Courlesy Semaphore Eas1 Gallery 

MARTIN WONG 
'Vorces. 1981 
Oil and acrylic on canvas. 72 x 48 inches 
Co1tec11on of the artist 
Couriesy Semaphore Eas1 Gallery 

RHONDA ZWILLINGER 
'Hamet and Les/er, 1985 
Oil on wood with mixed media frame. 19 inches diameter 
Lent by Harriet and Lester Lipton 
Courtesy Gracie Mansion Gallery 

RHONDA ZWILLINGER 
Valor. 1985 
Oil on wood with mixed media frame. 19 inches diameter 
Lent by Jonas and Pamela Aarons 
Courtesy Gracie Mansion Gallery 
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