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by Allison A. Grant

As a student in AFS 464: The
Black Media and America Part Two, we
were required to do a film project, based
on a major societal problem. Faced with
50 many things to choose from in such a
problematic society, my group decided to
do our project on babies with AIDS. For
our project we paid a visit to Hale House
in Harlem, and conducted an interview
with some of the staff members.

Upon entering the three-story
brownstone, all that could be seen on
every wall were pictures of some of the
most precious faces I've ever seen. The
sounds that echoed from upstairs were
giggles of the children, one or two could
be heard crying, and a lot of shuffling tiny
feet. We were then greeted by astream of
kids being helped down the stairs by the
workers. They all looked at us with the
most puzzied looks on their faces. We
then heard a chorus of “What's your
name?” They were so adorable, I just felt
like pinching their cheeks. Before I get
carried away, let me tell you the history of
Hale House, and how it seeks tohelp these
children and their families.

Hale House was established by
“Mother” Clara Hale, and her daughter
Dr. Lorraine E. Hale in March of 1972. It
was a warm, pleasant day in Harlem, but
this day would be like no other. It was the
day that Mother Hale received the first
drug-addicted child that she would care
for and raise. We were told that Lorraine
Hale had been driving down 146th Street
in Harlem, when she noticed a woman
sitting on a crate, who was dozing off
while holding a small bundle in her arms
that looked like a baby. Lorraine Hale
then approached the woman to see if she
was okay. She could tell that the woman
was on drugs, which she thought was
probably heroin (the drug of choice in
Harlem for the previous four years). She
then offered the woman her mother’s ad-
dress, and urged the woman to take the

child there. She told the woman that
Mother Hale could take care of the child
until she pulled herself together. Lateron
that night, the woman showed up at Mother

ics, rebuild their lives, and establish a
healthy, stable environment in which their
children can grow.

Hale House strives to help to

Hale House:

A House Filled with
Love

Hale’s House.

Hale House’s main purpose is to
reunite families. Since most of the moth-
ers of the babies are drug addicts, Hale
House takes in their drug-addicted ba-
bies; sometimes these babies are also HIV
positive. Housing the babies gives the
mothers time to enter rehabilitation clin-

anybody who needs help, but their main
focus is the children; after all they are our
future. The parents of the children don’t
have to pay Hale House for any of the
services rendered. So, right about now
you should be wondering where do they
get their funding from. Hale House is
maintained through private donations,and

the current budget that they are working
with is approximately $600,000 a year.
Hale House doesn’t receive any funding
from the city, state, etc. A lot of the
funding that Hale House receives is from
celebrity support. For example, Spike
Lee donated $50,000 so that a completely
padded outdoor play area could be built.
The padding is needed so that the chil-
dren, especially the HIV-infected ones,
would not hurt themselves and add to
their already deteriorating state. Some
other celebrity contributors are: Whitney
Houston, Jasmine Guy, Al B. Sure, and
many more.

The majority of the children that
make up Hale House are African Ameri-
can, but there are also asubstantial amount
of White and Hispanic children present.
They range in age from newborn to three
years of age. Extensions on the age limit
are sometimes made, when the parents of
these children are not quite ready to re-
trieve the children. Often in cases when
the parents don’t want the children, or
aren’t fit to raise them, they are reunited
with other members of their family, or
placed in foster care.

One of the employees of Hale
House envisioned it as being around for-
ever to help any parents and children that
are in need for a place to live, or someone
who cares.

During our brief visit at Hale
House, the other group members and I
played patty cake with the children. Some
of you might be surprised that we actually
touched them, but if you saw these little
angels you wouldn’t be able toresist them
either. They just looked like normal little
kids in a day care, who didn’t have a care
in the world. I think thateverybody should
do whatever possible to keep Hale House
going, and to help these children, even if
all you can contribute are a couple of
dollars, it will help. In addition, Hale
House is always looking for volunteers.

by Shawanna Quick

As an African-American in the
large world of work and business what do
we have to look forward t0? Have the
many struggles and hard work of those
before us paved a road of hope for us?
While the odds are looking more favor-
able (thanks to those before us), it is
obvious that we still have a long road
ahead of us.

The March issue of Essence
magazine has pointed out that African-
Americans have made a small, but en-
couraging amount of progress in white-
collar jobs, gaining a number of manage-
rial, professional and technical positions.
There are a small percentage of African-
American women who have also been
able to beat the odds by managing to hold

lu. f;,zinesses..

very prominent positions within the work-
ing world. For example, Cheryl Boone
Isaacs of Los Angeles holds the title of
Senior Vice-President at Worldwide Pub-
licity at Paramount Pictures. She was the
first African-American woman to be
elected to the board of governors of the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences. Her responsibilities include devel-
oping the publicity campaign for all Para-
mount Pictures.

While this information is very
encouraging and enlightening the fact still
remains that at this it is not very likely for
too many African-American to receive
this type of advancement without work-
ing twice or even three times as hard as
everyone else. The real key to African-
American success within the business

world is to buy, own and sell products and
services of our own.

According to this years March
issue of Business Weekly “The Color of
Money is Starting to Change” Black en-
trepreneurship and business ownership
seems to be taking a turn for the better. At
this point in time, the most common route
to Black ownership has been joint-ven-
ture deals with corporations. For ex-
ample, Nike Inc. is contracting with a
Soweto based business group to produce
footwear through 400 outlets in South
Africa. A deal worth six million dollars
which will create as many as 450 jobs.

There are also other types of
Black businesses ventures taking place,
which are considered to be more straight
forward deals. Doraid Neubes who is in

charge of industrial relations at Anglo
American Corp. is working from a con-
sortium of Black business people to buy a
fifty million dollar stake in African Life,
which is an insurance company that mainly
serves the Black community. Many
churches with a large population of Black
members are playing a very large role in
helping Neubes mobilize the Black sav-
ings pool, which will make this deal a
reality.

Businesses ownership is one of
the strongest ways to increase the eco-
nomic power of African-Americans in
our society today. The circulation of our
OWN money in our own community is the
first step to a revitalizing and successful
future.
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by Ngosi

s summertime nears and Great
AAdventures prepares for its an

nual reporting and cops prepare
for the upscale attack on our communi-
ties, many of still sing the song of dead
heroes, the songs of six pence and the
songs of mo’ money.

It’s unfortunate that year after
year, many of us are still impressed with
the high volume of commercial antics that
reverberate our daily existence. We spend
hours postulating about culture and poli-
ticsand the ways of the ignorant; failing to
realize that the loudest talkers are usually
the ignorant in amyriad of disguises: cars,
cultures, colleges. Since the costumers
sitaround talking, it’s often unclear to
them that they’ve been swept up and
away like a Southemn virgin by a
Times Square pimp by the wind of
their own mouths.

You walking around with
symbols of “culture” , still allowing the
imagery of it all to be that which dictates
you and your relationships with your own
brothers and sisters. When you’re asked
to step over to the bursar, they don’t care
what you look like and you step where it
isthey ask you to step. When you're asked
by public safety to bring the noise under
control, they don’t double check to see
what you’re wearing; but you control the
noise. Why is it that only the imagery
dictates our relationships with one an-
other?

Advertising has grown to be
much more than imagery. It has become
a mental and social ritual that induces a

certain mind state {buy state } of consum-
ers and never ceases the fattening of large
company owners pockets. While credit
cards give many a chance to have the look
of opulence, there is really a deficiency in
all areas of human life. Women are walk-
ing around with pants too tight for them to
fit into; but loose enough, for a man who
believes money is what makes him a man.
Our children are paying homage to the
name tags they get in place of attention,
affection or even par-
ents.

are the consumers that are lynched every
time? We are. We need to check our-
selves. In all of our splendor we can
barely speak to one another on this cam-
pus. Too many of the events are fashion
shows or parties. There is a community
that exists outside of this one, a commu-
nity of people who can’t even afford to
“front” in the protective waters of a col-
lege community. All of the energy that is
put into so many pageants can be used in
other areas.

We are a people that all too often
have fallen victim to the fallacy of imag-
ery. The chief concern for many is simply
the appropriate dress codes. In our to

fulfill these codes we miss the codes that
determine our lives; codes that we’ll never
get to see because our heads are buried in
the pages of a catalog. SOLD.

How long are we going tolive on
this illusion of having? Is that all that
we’re afforded by a college education : a
phat job and some slamming clothes?
SOLD. What about the discrepancies that
lurk beneath the illusions? When do we
get close enough to look at those things?
Walking in our com-
munities, there
seemsto
be

no escape from the cyclical patterns of
imagery. Too many people are caughtina
mirrored wheel. Nobody wants to see
what's happening beyond the projected
images. The sad thing is that no one seems
torealize that they are justacting a screens
upon which someone else projects their
imagery.
So much time talking about who got us
down. Can we talk about who’s going to
bring us up? Brothers and sisters are
putting syringes full of images up their
asses and nodding to the image of having
the most of everything. What does this
produce? Junkies that are high on bullshit.
Itisn’t just out there, it can also

be seen in the halls of academia. People
postulating and talking about where
they’ve studied and how many degrees
they have. AND? What can you do with
all that you know? What do you know?
Oh! You can quote dead people? That
should lift us out of out of our misery.
And you’ve studied where the people who
plan your future have?! At least when
your children are being killed they can
say, “My Mum and Dad sat their asses on
the same planks of wood as my killers!”
Now won’t that be a quote for future
generations to remember and reiterate.

I ask these questions in 1994,
sadly, because it often seems that it is
really 1894. What is going on? Why are
weconstantly quoting dead people? Why
are we quoting them on our way to the
mall or as we silently pass our own

brothers and sisters? Everyone
wants to be seen. When you’re
seen you’re just an easier mark(et].
Everybody talking about the
atrocities “slaves” had to suffer... we’re
still standing on the auction
block...difference is we’re placing the price
tags around our own wrists.

What we need are true thinkers.
Individuals who aren’t afraid of being
wrong sometimes, who don’t mind not
being in the limelight all the time, who
don’t mind having other leaders around
them frequently. Why do our leaders need
a following? Where are the leaders that
want to teach the followers to be leaders?
When the “leader” is gone there won’t be
pandemonium, there will be a nation of
other leaders to fill the space and together
make another nation of leaders.

THE GREAT WHITE HOPE,

One Response to the Latest U.S. Mandate

by Angus MacDonald

This article will take a meander-
ing look at Bill Clinton, African Ameri-
cans, the First and Second Laws of Ther-
modynamics and fascism, with a small
study-and-action suggestion at the end.

A lot of people cheered when
Governor Bill Clinton won the Presidency
of the United States. I didn’t.

My distrust of the Arkansas gov-
ernor began when he denounced rap singer
Sister Souljah at a Rainbow Coalition
forum hosted by Rev. Jesse Jackson for
allegedly making racist statements against
whites. As intended, he infuriated Rev.
Jackson. Clintonsaid nothing despair felt
by African Americans resulting from
centuries of discrimination and mistreat-
ment.

My distrust deepened when 1
read an article in the September 4 “Syra-
cuse Post Standard “ by Boston Globe
columnist Derrick Jackson titled, “For
Clinton, ‘People’ are White Suburban-
ites.”” The article responded to Clinton’s
speech in late August given to the Na-

tional Association of Black journalists.
He spoke for 26 minutes without once
using the phrases African Americans or
Black Americans, and without once not-
ing that African Americans are blocked
from job opportunity, health care, and
equal education, not just by the economy,
but also by racism. The article also said
that three African American Congress-
men who supported Clinton asked his
campaign staff for six million dollars to
work in 12 Southemn states to increase the
African American vote there, and received
nothing but “anicy putdown.” This same
staff did not contact Rev. Jesse Jackson
for seven weeks. The message I hear,
directed toward African Americans, is *“I
ask nothing from you: I offer nothing to
you. To me, you ARE nothing.” As far
as I am concemned, token visits to African
Americanchurches and an African Ameri-
can neighborhood in Washington D.C.do
not cancel out that message.

The final confirmation came as I
read thisexcerpt from the November fourth
issue of “USA TODAY” : “.if Clinton

accomplished anything this year it was
proving he could win the nomination
without giving too much to traditional
Demo- cratic constituencies—-inner city
groups, mi-norities, and labor. Even in
the final days, for example, he managed
toavoid campaigning with one of the key
figures from that wing of his party, Jesse
Jackson”

I believe that Bill Clinton is re-
ducing the status of African Americans
in the U.S. to that of Jews in Hitler’s
Gemmany. 1 believe that the President has
accepted the mission of subverting de-
mocracy, and imposing a fascist dictator-
ship in the United States.

Fascism is the open terrorist dic-
tatorship of the most right-wing elements
of finance capital.

When a recession worsens rap-
idly and people start getting hungry and
fearful and angry about being ruled and
robbed by conglomerates and
transnational corporations, corporate
power begins to panic lest their power
should be taken away.

Then they pick a group that has
been beaten up for centuries. They blame
all the world’s ills on that group, and
incite the general populace to beat up on
that group harder than ever. While the
victims are being murdered, the general
public finds that all their liberties have
been stolen, and immediately find them-
selves in a war (did you notice that both
Gore and Clinton hinted that they would
like us to go to war with Iraq and Yugosla-
via?).

How about the President’s plans

~ and promises? National health cace? It

would be a drain on corporate profits.
Save the environment? The conglomer-
ates profit by destroying it. Abortion
rights? Big money makes more money
by keeping women barefoot and preg-
nant. Jobs? They are being shipped to
Mexico.

I believe that the only promise
that Bill Clinton intends to keep is the one

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Howard

and Its Beginnings

by Daniel Hartley

During the period of Reconstruction, there was
an increasing need for education. The Emancipation
Proclamation and the Civil War freed many Black people
inthe south. Many Black people were illiterate. Accord-
ing to a census taken in Washington D.C., in 1867, over
52 percent of the adults could not write. The develop-
ment of schools was to introduce values and knowledge.
The curriculum of most universities in the south was
reflective of what was taught in New England schools.
Students were taught Latin, Greek, mathematics, phi-
losophy, and natural sciences. Washington D.C. and
Georgetown “probably had more schools for colored
students than did any other two communities in the U.S.,
or in the world.”

Howard University started out as a school for
teachers and preachers. This institute was created by the
first Congregational Society, a group that felt an obliga-
tion to freed Black people. The first meeting of the Board
of Trustees included Reverend Benjamin F. Morris and
General Oliver Otis Howard. The idea of establishing a
seminary came from Morris. General Howard was a
Civil War hero, and apious man as well. He participated
inchanging the conditions of slaves and freed men while
serving as President of the Freedmen’s Bureau. He
wanted what was needed desperately for African- Ameri-

can education. Howard Theological Seminary was es-
tablished from the first meeting of the trustees. At the
second meeting in December of 1866, the name of the
institution was to be changed to “The Howard Normal
and Theological Institute for the Education of Teachers
and Preachers”.

In early January of 1867, the Trustees decided
to change the name to Howard University after General
Howard. A bill was introduced inCongress, which listed
the intent or purpose of Howard University. The Charter
of Howard University was put into effect on March 2,
1867.

Howard is one of the most prestigious historical
Black universities in the country, with over 11,000 in
attendance. This is exemplified by the great success of
individual departments. There are more Black scholars
found among Howard’s eighteen schools and colleges,
than at any other university. Research centers and
institutes give support to the vast number of schools and
colleges. Bachelor’s, Masters, and doctoral degrees are
offered with over 200 areas of study to choose from. The
Howard School of Law is highly esteemed and success-
fully publishes The Howard Law Journal. Howard’s
College of Medicine is prestigious as well, operating a
500 bed hospital.

Black Colleges
Changed Into Prisons

by La Keesha Tyler

“Thousands are being mobilized by the NAACP
around the country for a march April 30th on Jackson,
Miss., in a show of support for a group of African-
American students at Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity.” (The New York Amsterdam News. April 30,1994)

And just what is this mobilization all about? Is
it a fight for equal funding in our Black universities?
Perhaps another march to improve the standards of
education for African-Americans? If these are your
guesses, you're very cold. The purpose of this mobiliza-
tion is to fight efforts to, hold on to your seats, convert
Mississippi Valley State University into a prison. Pic-
ture that. Would you have ever imagined that in 1994,
“...twenty-six years after the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., we will have to fight for fair and equal
treatment in education,” declared NAACP’s Dr. Ben-
jamin Chavis Jr., who is leading the April 30th march.

As I sat in Dr. Cash’s AFS 370 class (African
American Family), 1 was slapped in the face with the
news that my brothers and sisters in Mississippi were
struggling for the freedom to pursue an education; some-
thing we all hold dear. I know that I wasn’t the only
person in disgust and shock. Could you imagine waking
upto go to classes one day only torealize that your school

office one day and thought “... hey, since this is the case,
we may as well turn their colleges into prisons. They’re
not going to college anyway so we would be accommo-
dating their behavior. I’m sure we won’t have a problem
pulling this one off.” Can you conceive of a Howard
State Prison or a Morehouse State Prison. If we don’t
wake up and smell the conspiracy, we will be back in
1894 and all the blood, sweat, and tears, of our ancestors
(not to mention the broken necks and welted backs) will
have been in vain.

Students of the predominantly African-Ameri-
can college have pleaded with administration, state offi-
cials, and the university president to keep the facility
open as a university. Theirpleas fellon deaf ears. Infact,
17 of the students were arrested for “‘staging a sit-in at the
president’s office”. This scenario sounds all too famil-
iar; history is repeating itself as Blacks are once again
fighting for the right to receive an education. The
decision to close down the university was based on a
“lack of equity in state funding to keep Acorn State
University and Valley State University in business.”
Chavis has issued a demand that “our colleges and
universities must remain open and receive equal state
funding.”

'We can surely empathize with our brothers and
sisters at Mississippi Valley State University; we could
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Destinys A
dedication to
the 1994
Stomy Brook
Graduates of
Color

by Dwight Kenyatta Bartley

In the time that you have spent here, you have
gained the knowledge and strategies that, within each
and every one of you, has contributed to your develop-
ment as a student, a scholar and, without a doubt, an
individual. Howeuver, let us not forget the beginnings.
You came with an expected naivete and eagemess,
characteristics of the majority of those who enter the
gates of an institutions of higher learning throughout the
world. :

How quickly did you learn. How quickly did
you become secularized and ready to find your own
identity and the social, political, and cultural education
that is embedded in in the day by day interaction with
your collegiate community. You have now become an
education; a living, breathing mahogany book. With
your new-found consciousness, you all now walk with
your heads up high.

Over the course of your tenure, these lessons of
responsibility, representation, and perseverance have
constructed your struggle. Now, you have arrived. You
have arrived to a place where many before you have
sacrificed and died for you to come.

Now you will begin to see your destiny. How
many times have you wondered, “When will this won-
derful academic dream/nightmare end? What will be its
value? Whether you have a job or not, you have the tools.
It has been said by many that you are the bridge to the
next generation. Hopefully, what you have learned is
that you must continue to symbolize hope and prosperity,
confidence and dignity, so that those of us who are
following in your foot steps will be a part of that destiny
t0o.

So go forth and inspire. I hope you continue to
achieve all your goals, and with much financial success,
experience every happiness as a product of your desires.
Let it not be forgotten why you have bee through and
where you came from. Apply what you have learned in
everything that you do. Remember who you are, your

is under the threat of becoming a prison.

One out of every four Black males are en-
trapped in the American Criminal Justice System. No
doubt, someone was sitting in their plush govemnment

very easily put ourselves in their shoes. Racism rears its [f| dreams, and aspirations. This is a mere stepping stone in |
ugly head once again; you can best believe that you will | life and the accolades 1o your destiny have just begun to |
never se« Harvard State Prison or a Yale State Prison. %; ' ’
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editorial

Greetings, brothas and sistas.
Welcome to this semester’s last issue of
BLACKWORLD. This past school year
has been very trying for out newspaper in
that it has been criticized and labeled as
racist, exclusive, and revolutionary. If
this is the case, then so be it !! Congratu-
lations to the Executive Board and Writ-
ing Staff of BLACKWORLD newspaper,
for we' have successfully completed our
task. “Why,” you ask, “do I celebrate this
campus’ criticisms of BLACKWORLD?”
Becauseif givinga voice to Stony Brook’s
people of color is racist , if displaying the

" beauty of our culture is being exclusive,

and if revealing the truth of our history on
this Earth is revolutionary, then our job
has beencompleted with success and valor.
In the past, BLACKWORLD was called
a gossip rag and a social calendar, but
never a newspaper. In the past,
BLACKWORLD was not picked up be-
cause of the quality or content of its ar-
ticles and creative writing pieces. How-
ever, all of this has changed. Now, our
paper can be used as a handbook or a
guide for cultural survival at Stony Brook
and in the world. Itinforms us of the vital
information that we need to know in order
to grow and be great.

Let’s continue in the tradition of
our ancestors and support ourselves. Good
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luck this coming week on your finals. Do
not let this semester’s work end in vain.
Utilize the lessons you have learned to
perform excellently on your finals. If you
are a victim of procrastination (as I often
am), seek out help and guidance from
others before its too late. Never give up!!
Even if you have two hundred pages to
read before your final exam, don’t just
say, “The hell with it! There’s nothing I
cando. Oh well, I'll dobetter next semes-
ter.” Cause you know you said the same
thing and made the same promise last
semester! Act now and break the cycle
before your GPA suffers even more. Take
heed because these are the things that are
most important to the success of our
people. We are the future and our actions
determine our destiny, so do your bestand
nothing less.

For all of you who are graduat-
ing at the end of this semester and will be
entering the REAL world this fall, I bid
you farewell and good luck. We will all
miss you, for you were here to greetus and
embrace us with a community when we
first arrived. You are the students who
showed us the “howto’s” andthe “don’ts”.
We will look to you again for greetings
with open arms when we graduate and
follow in your footsteps. Remember your
brothas and sistas at Stony Brook when

you reap your successes in life because
our community needs networking and
cooperation inorder to upliftitself. Please,
don’t be lured by capitalism and self-
ambition, and forget the people who you
climbed on to get where you are. Prepare
a place for your future to bloom.

As for the returning students, I
wish you all a peaceful and productive
summer vacation. Use this time to im-
prove yourselves with employment, self
beautification, spiritual upliftment, and
rest and relaxation. Make this summer a
time for you reclaim yourselves. I know
I for one lose a lot of myself throughout
the hustle and bustle of Stony Brook life.
Allow for your own growth and beiter-
ment, and bring all of this back with you
this coming fall. This school needs ener-
getic students with fresh ideas and a
strong desire for change and improve-
ment. Remember, it will be the returning
students who have to fill in the positions
made available by those leaving. Be pre-
pared to come back and do work!

Again, I wish everyone hope,
peace, and continued growth and bless-
ings from the Almighty!!

Hetep!

THE BLACK FAMILY

by Professor Amiri Baraka

The Black Family, in its nuclear
or extended form, is the most ancient
family unit as such in the world. And as
such, it has reflected the entire history of
human social change on earth!

The most ancient family struc-
ture was the communal family, the horde,
in which all males and females could
mate. The children obviously were part of
the collective, but could trace their par-
entage only to the mother. Ancient com-
munalism, so called Primitive Commu-
nism, was the earliest form of social orga-
nization. Women held a predominantand
naturally powerful status in that society
and in that kind of family. They were the
only known parents and lineage naturally
flowed through them. As the social rela-
tionships changed, based on the economic
and political changes in society, the fam-
ily reflected these changes and changed as
well.

There are many other variations
of the family that precede the nuclear
monogamous family. The Pairing family,
the Punuluan family, were changing mod-
els, as the single hordes got larger and
larger, eventually dividing, excluding the
parents from collective sex, then later
excluding brothers and sisters.

Women in all these early family

units were powerful, as the groups of
women controlied the home and the newly
developed agriculture and domestication
of animals (developed by women). When
the societies developed surplus, and this
surplus (the larger herds of cattle, and the
bounty of the newly metal tipped spears)
and wealth became privately held, usu-
ally by men, it was the beginning of the
end of the matriachial development of
society. It was also the beginning of
classes in society.
It is the private ownership of wealth (by
men) that is the catalyst for the social
revolution that ends communalism and
brings in the mode of production called
Slavery. With slavery (Ancient slavery,
world wide) the family structure under-
goes aradical change, reflecting the radi-
cal change of society itself! The over-
throw of the communal society brought
an overthrow of Mother- right. The
matriachial structure of the mainstream of
human development was overthrown and
women were, literally, enslaved. They
still are.

Monogamy, Angels said, in The
Origin of The Family, Private Property
and The State, has only existed for the
women; prostitution rises withmonogamy.

The purpose of monogamy is to fix the
line of inheritance, of wealth and power,
through the male. (The Greek word for
housewife is neuter, it has no sex. Homo-
sexuality becomes an observable social
feature of ancient slave, post matriachial
societies.)

As world society goes through
its development past slavery to feudalism
and past feudalism to capitalism, the fam-
ily has changed. With each change of the
mode of production(how society produces
food, clothing and shelter) the structure of
the family changes as well. By the end of
feudalist society, Africa was the source of
a new world, enslaved population. The
rise of capitalism corresponds to the de-
cline and enslavement of the African
peoples in Africa and world wide. The
overthrow of women and Mother- right,
the emergence of slavery as the dominant
mode of production, also accompanied
the overthrow of Africa and the “southern
cradle”, (ie., the origin of humanity and
human civilization), and the rise and ulti-
mate world rule of the peoples north of the
Mediterranean,

The slave trade has existed since
the Thea century. It is responsible for

[‘—' ——
CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 J|
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SISTATA SISTA:

Completed Journey

by Aliyyah Abdur’Rahman

I came to you as the woman
selected by the Creator to be the womb
through which humanity came. Icame to
you as an Afrakan woman born of Afrakan
blood, life, divine force and sweet tradi-
tion. As a woman who recognizes and
recall herancestry, herhistory,asa woman
who acknowledges and embodies those
powers that are the legacy of the indig-
enous woman, I came toyou. Asawoman
with an understanding of the creative
forces and conse-
quent curative pow-
ers contained in the
Afrakan womb, I
came to you.

I came to
you as a woman who
wasdragged from her
native Afraka, cling-
ing to the ground
clutching the soil to
remember the sweet
taste. 1 came to you
as a woman chained
about the wrists,
ankles, the neck, as a
woman held down
and rode by every
slaver on the slave ship. I cried in the
indigenous tongue. Icame to you as that
woman. As a woman stolen from my
Afrakan self, my Afrakan man, my
Afrakan babies, my Afrakan soil, my
Afrakan heritagel, my Afrakan pride, my
Afrakan god(s), my Afrakan language,
my Afraka, I came to you. I could not
worship in the old way or speak in the old
language. I could not vote. I could not
think, speak for, defend or determine my-
self. Icould not keep Massa’s hands off
my sacred places or his children off my
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JOSETTE SMITH
JUAN HERNANDEZ

nipples. i could not own my mind, body
or soul. I turned revolutionary. And I
come to you as that woman.

I loved, lectured, fought along-
side Malcolm, Stokely, Garvey and all the
others. And still I watch my sons carried
off to prisons as we were carried to this
country-- in madness, in masses. [ came
to you as that woman. And I came to you,
my sistas, because we are one in the same.

My people, the purpose of my
coming, thus the purpose of this column,
was to deal with is-
sues facing Afrakan
women wherever we
crown this globe.
We’ve dealt with
menticide,
culturecide, deicide,
linguicide, homicide,
sorrocide, fratricide,
regicide, genocide.
We continue to deal.
But we are still here!!!
Andthisisatestament
of who we are and
what is contained in
these old Black spir-
its, minds and genes.
“Sista ta Sista” asked
you to explore and develop your own
consciousness and the idea it has formed
about you, about us. We began to remake
ourselves in the image of what the Creator
has determined the Afrakan woman is and
must be.

This is the last article of “Sista ta
Sista,” but we struggle on until, alas, Black
liberation is ours!

In love and In Struggle
HETEP!!!

BL

by D.L.

Ain’t no stoppin us now, we on
da move--BlackHole has now engulfed
all. Good bye y’all, never to look bac. It’s
just like dat sometimes. Another phase
completed, another to begin. StonyCrook
has taken all my loot, so now I sell my
books bac for cash. In the belly of the
beast is where I’'m gonna linger and whirl
forthe time being; gottagetajo-josolcan
have the go-flow of currency hapn in my
pockets. Give me a chance I know I can
rock it, not until you remove doz lockets
from your dome. Ahhh! leave me da hell

BCK HO

Farewells

LE

me crazed instead. Ron and Ian increase
da peace and maintain da mind frame, for
its all good! Shari included. Starry nite
watch out for blackholes which come in
da nite to suck it all up. Can’t forget Big
“L” , where you gonna be at woman of
black, culture? Say wuts up to your beau-
tiful roommate for me. Jackie, aka Sade,
keep da cute face but dismiss da comedy.
You’re not funny (jus kiddin). Let me
mention doz women who caught DL’s
attention to make my dome piece turn
twice as nice -Nikki -D you know who

alone!

Life’s a bit(ch) chancy which
makes me kinda antsy about makin the
wrong moves, but dats how it goes. You
have your hi’s and your 10’s, establish
friends and foes and justhope dadescisions
youmake help yourise mo, mo, and mo to
the tip, tip top. Its time to maintain but my
brain is buggin. Its all a game. FAME is
dat wut I want? Aim high, survive, stay
alive. I can’t die. I'm too too young. A
bumis what Ichoose notto be. We’llsoon
see wut da crossroads have in store for
DL.

At dis time I'd like to recognize
doz who choze to be ciphered in my circle.
Stony Brook would not have been wut its
been if it wasn’t for the Benetton Suite
locatedin Douglass-Eddie, Vinny, Reggie,
Tony and Carla, Kurt included. Keep in
touch wit a kool brother named Don. My
X- woman, Stacey, who was always in-
cognito, never to be seen on dis campus,
stays behind a closed door; maybe dats
why she’s going to that phat school of law
inda fall. I have now da true blue who’s
of da drama era’s- D.N.A., now lost but
not2 -B - forgotten. My beautiful cousin,
Tamara, a tid bit touched in da head,
never to leave me alone but tried to make

you are. Deidra (ethnic 310). JoAnn, oh
man wut a specimen! (ethnic 310). Arthi
lay off da liquid. Aneu (Roosevelt) stay
exotic please! Julian, Laura, and Donna,
wut a madonna! Thanks for never taking
me to the market. Sabine will probably be
da most enticing office manager Black
World will ever see. Angela (ANP120)is
grandular. Delia I have something for
you. There are many, many more, but
names were never gotten. Dats alright
dough coz I'm all over. Peace Out to the
women of Tosc - Stacey and Stacey,
Audrey, Crystal, and SB or SP what ever
da hell it is. Kisses and hugs go out to you
all. Rusty keep da hip hip hoppin never
tobe stoppin. Milky Cereal, I mean Smooth
C, we will see on da steets of BrookLine.
Lord house, aka Tone never leave dat
house music alone. Big Ro-Man, Garry,
Aland crew do wut you do best at all da
levels. I'm dare wit you. Big Congrads
goes to my man Dr.Vim who just com-
pleted his MCATS good luck, Woman
included. Jacob what hapned to our all
terrain bike venture. Vim, Henry and all
other body lyricists sorry you couldn’t

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Education and the AFS Program
at Stony Brook

by Jocelyn Polony

The educational system is fail-
ing the nation's Afro American, Latino,
Native American, and Asian population
at an alarming rate compared to the
wealthy, and middle class Anglo-Ameri-
can population. The educational system
is committing an atrocious act to many
young, underprivileged, minority, chil-
dren. A Eurocentric based curriculum is
the main factor that is keeping America
from improving its educational system.
The present curriculum produces people
like our beloved expert on Multicultural
Education, Richard Cole. Cole, editor-in-
chief of the campus paper The Statesman
and has no fucking idea about what he is
talking about, manages to "talk out of his
ass” and scam his way into the periodical
which he uses to propagate his racist ide-
ologies by writing bullshit articles that are
sexist, homophobic and offensive to ra-
cial harmony. Cole and others would
have you believe that Multicultural edu-
cation is not working because it teaches
racism. He constantly rants, raves and
attacks Multicultural education and the
Africana Studies program and the few
professors that the department is com-
prised of.

Conservative racist scholars and
school administrators refused to let the
truth come out; they refuse to present the
true historical views of the world. Some
of the historical questions and issues that
are oftentimes answered and [falsely] ad-
dressed are: Who the first beings on earth
were, the fact that this nation was built on
the free labor of many minorities, and the
fact that many cultures are exploited for
monetary reasons (an example being the
colonization of Africa). These professors
refute Multicuitural education and ethnic
studies like AFS and LAC, and say that
Multicultural education is a failure.
Mutlticultural education is believed to ex-
clude Europeans cultures and is therefore
a threat to this society; this is the true
reason for their opposition to a complete
multicultural curriculum with the inclu-
sion of every culture, race, ethnicity, reli-
gion, language and social class.

We must be reminded that at one
time in this country, it was illegal to teach
a Black man to read and write. The very
first academic institution in the United
States was Harvard University which was
established in 1636. Harvard was initially
only for the children of elite white prop-
erty owners (since slaves were treated as
property, this would include slave own-
ers). The school emulated the European
school structure. Students were taught in
Latin to produce future white leaders.

Today, a large part of the world is in
poverty withmany whites living the luxu-
rious life. Democracy and capitalism,
two ideals that often work against minori-
ties, are advertised as two of the greatest
thing on earth.

First of all, let’s try to define
Multicultural education. James A. Banks
(professor of education at University of
Washington in Seattle) defines it in one of
his books, Multicultural Education issues
and perspectives , as “ a reform move-
ment designed to change the educational
environment so that students from diverse
racial and ethnic groups, both gender
groups, exceptional students, and students
from each social-class group will experi-
ence equal educational opportunities in
schools, colleges, and universities.”

Academia is not quite near ex-
ecuting this definition in the educational
system. The whole Eurocentric curricu-
lum must be thrown away; we must start
anew. We are not giving America’s chil-
dren a diversified education. As a result,
society is in chaos - crime is alarmingly
high and more youth are being incarcer-
ated, namely African Americanand Latino
males. This is due to the fact that racism
still exists and the larger part of society is
not sufficiently educated. Instead, stu-
dents are being schooled to regurgitate
whatever the professors want to hear; they
are taught to conform to society norms.
Proponents of Multicultural education
want the rest of the world to assimilate
into their Eurocentric culture and reject
their own culture and heritage.

Another negative aspect of the
educational system is the fact that we tend
to educate our children to think critically
and analyze improperly. When facing a
question, a well-educated person would
have the opportunity toresearch the facts,
analyze the question and think critically
before taking a position and answering
the question. Instead, teachers and pro-
fessors want their students to study only
for standardized tests, like the SAT,
MCAT,LSAT and State Regents exams.
They are forced to take tests that do not
prove how well the students learn and, as
aresult, do not predict the students actual
performance in a educational institution.
It has been speculated and proven that
these tests are biased and exist mainly to
discriminate against certain groups and
prevent them from being sufficiently edu-
cated.

Stony Brook University has not
even started to change to a multicultural
curriculum. The History department and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

By Wilfred St. Felix

Recently, I was accused of being
a believer in the “American dream”. Or-
dinarily, I would not have taken offense to
such an accusation. Given the different
meanings attached to the notion “Ameri-
can dream”, I did not feel compelled to
engage in a verbal assault , or, as others
refer to it, a verbal drive-by. Anyway, as
the conversation progressed, I began to
get the impression that the “American
dream” that I supposedly subscribed to,
was viewed in a negative light. As far as
Icouldtell, the “politically correct” dream
for me, as an African-American male in
these United States, wasnotadream atall.
Instead, I found that my only option was
to see this dream as an “American night-
mare”. .

Ultimately, the distinction be-
tween the “American dream” and the
“American nightmare” lies in the
believer’s perception. Accordingly, those
who believe in the American dream sup-
posedly believe that economic, social and
political success, for the most part, are
dependent on individual incentive. In
other words, all persons of all races, creeds,
colors, religions, are able to achieve both
tangible and intangible success if enough
initiative is taken. As a result, if an
individual finds himself or herself failing
in their pursuit of economic, social or
political “wealth”, the burden of responsi-
bility lies with that individual alone. Itis
of general consensus that the individual
did not display enough drive, determina-
tion, and motivation. In essence, the indi-
vidual causes his or her own failure, with
no influence from any outside forces.
Contrary to this opinion is the notion of
the American nightmare.

The American nightmare is one
in which the individual has limited con-
trol over his or her own destiny. If you
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believe in the American nightmare, you
believe that social life is, essentially, a
game. This game, oftentimes ends in a
winner-take-all situation, where those who
have accumulated the social, political and
economic resources do so at the expense
of the losing group.

While this is predominantly the
situation in the United States, we tend to
place too much emphasis on the “Ameri-
can nightmare”. There is no disputing
that the American nightmare exists. But,
spending every waking moment in antici-
pation of a conspiracy, only promotes a
self-defeating situation. If you are con-
stantly expecting to be held back, you will
eventually hold yourself back. And, if
there is a conspiracy, the conspirator is
doing a Helluva job!!!

This being the end of the semes-
ter, I find it only appropriate that I give a
couple of shout-outs. It’s time to “repre-
sent”! “Shout-outs”, “big-ups”, “one
loves”, in no particular order, to “The
Spreadmen”, “Coppertop”, The Wagner
Crew (Ed, Gorgeous, O’Shea, Hailey,
Rolando,Joe), “The Troublemaker”,“The
Ill-Puerto Rican”, My suite mates (you
know who you are!), D.L., “The Ill-Cau-
casian”, “Blunted ones”, Baby Demetri
(your uncle loves ya!), R.S.P. (you as-
sorted “Herbs”), LuLu and Shaun,
“BLACKWORLD Crew”, “SPA Crew”,
Omar (I miss you, yo!), Valentine
(you*?!!#@ bastard!), Jack and Ludwig
(my partners in crime, Grime, and drop-
ping dimes, quarters and nickels!), the
A.LLM./EOP Posse - all across the board!
Spyros, Alex,Do321 Crew,Randy, Bran-
don, Marcus, Roman, Orlando, Joanne
(youdone did it!), Deysi, Vinnie, Pat, and
the patron who ordered the Saul T. Nuts!
Taa Dow!!!

Shaine (The Spreadking!)
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by Ha-Ban Shal Ha Ah-La-Ha-Yam

or along time we have gone around
Fpracticing false beliefs and joining

numerousreligious cults and sects.
Some African Americans have been call-
ing themselves and have been called ev-
erything from nigger to modem-day Ne-
gro.

Prior to the second Punic War
there wasn't a place called Africa. It was
named so by the Roman general Leo
Scipio Africanus. Everyone in thatregion
conveniently became descendants of a
Roman and now they call themselves by
his surname. Since when does our birth-
place determine our nationality? Don't be
fooled, verily I say unto you, your nation-
ality is determined by your ancestors. For
example, if your great grand father was an
Edomite (a term used to describe Cauca-
sians in the Bible), you are an Edomite.
Likewise, if you are adescendant of Ham,
father of the dark races (Africans) exclud-
ing the Negroes, than you are a Hamite
(African). The ancestry of Negroes, North
American Indians, South American Indi-
ans, West Indians, and Mexican Indians is
slightly different. Let's dispel the myths
once and for all!

It is quite evident (if you are
looking) that the true names and cultures
that existed prior to the Euro-invasion of
1192 were those same names and cultures
that the Holy Bible, the True Book of
Books, describes. The names of countries
and nations of people are that of the origi-
nal founding forefathers.

Africa was originally called the
land of Canaan, after the cursed son of
Ham, son of Noah. Ham is the father of the
dark races who brought a curse upon his
son for witnessing his father Noah's na-
kedness (Gen. 9:22-29). The son of Noah
who was ordained to rule and hold the
blessings from God was called Shem.
Shem's descendants are known as
Shemites; however, society would have
youbelieve that they are called Semites or
Semetic, which is a lie. The Negroes that
were brought into slavery ,from the coasts
of Africa, and the Indians (excluding the
East Indians coming from India) are the
real Jews! The blood line from Shem is as
follows: Shem is the forefather of
Abraham, Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac
Jacob, who is called Israel, and Israel
begat the twelve tribes of Israel. Theseare
the men that God chose to be his special
servants above all nations on the face of
the earth (Deut. 7:6and 14:2). Godchose
Isaac, not Ishmael; he chose Jacob, not his

opinions

WHO ARE THE REAL JEWS ?
THE TRUTH

melanin lacking brother Esau (the father
of all Caucasians) to serve Him. Thiscan
be found in the book of Romans 9:7-13.

The God of the Bible recognizes
only one nation of people, that is Israel
and this can be read in the book of Amos
3:1-2 which reads, "Hear this word that
the Lord hath spoken against thee, O
children of Israel, against the whole fam-
ily which I have brought up from the land
of Egypt saying,’Youonly have I known of
all the families of the earth..."" The Lord
states that the Bible is only given for the
Israelites to read in Psalms 147:19-20
which reads, "He sheweth His word unto
Jacob, His statues and judgments unto
Israel. He hath not dealt sowithany other
nation: and as far as His judgments they
have not known."

The Bible belongs only to the
children Israel, but who are they today?
Who are the real Jews that the Bible
speaks about? In Acts 5:30, who are the
people that God really sent His Son down
as a sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins?

The Israelites are not from Af-
rica, but they are the slaves that were sold
into slavery there and "entreated evil for
four hundred years" here in the modern
day Babylon. The Israelites are from
Jerusalem. They migrated into Africa af-
ter fleeing Greek persecution in 70 A.D.
Historian Flavius Josephius explains that
when the Greeks invaded Jerusalem it
was destroyed and over one miilion Black
Jewsfledinto Africa. Sincethen, the real
Jewshavenever seenJerusalem as a whole,
meaning there are no Jews in Jerusalem.
After losing the war waged against them
in Africa by King Duhamie, who was
confederate with the Arabs/Muslims, the
Israelites were sold on the coasts of Africa
to the Edomites. They were then brought
to America and were held captive here.
‘Why did this happen?

In the book of Deuteronomys, in
the Bible, the entire history of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem and the desolation of the
Judeans, Jew for short, was prophesied by
Moses. The people were penalized for
disobeying the laws. There were more
than 500 commandments as opposed to
the 10that churches preach. At any rate,
they were told if they did not follow the
laws a lifetime of curses would befall
them. Some of the curses from
Deuteronomy 28:16-68 are as follows and
we will attempt to make some logical
connections to whichever race of people it
fits:

1. verse 16: Cursed shall thou be in the

land curse shall thou be in the field...
-Wherever youfind a ghetto now, youwill
encounter the Israelites.
2. verse 30: thou shall betroth a wife, and
another man shall lie with her ...
- During the 400 years of slavery, there
was the ever so common case of the slave
master raping our women thereby de-
stroying our male/female relationships.
3. verse 32: thy sons and thy daughters
shall be given unto another
people, and thine eyes shall look and fail
withlonging for them. . . there shall be no
might in thine hands.
- During our slavery, our children were
stripped from us as they were being born
and given unto the hands of strangers to
raisein order to benefit the corporation of
slavery. This destroyed our folklore and
our national tradition.
4.verse 37: thou shall be an astonishment
. @ proverb, and a byword among all
nations...
-World wide, Black skin is often viewed as
negative. In fact, darker skinned people
in many cultures are looked at as inferi-
ors.
5. verse 48: thou shall serve thine enemies
which the Lord shall send against
theein hunger,andin thirst,andin naked-
ness, and in want of all things. . .
-Here in America, we as a people have
virtually nothing of our own as far as
businesses. We must go to our oppressors
for everything, even the right to change
our names.

verse S cont. : . ..and he shall put a yolk
of iron around thy neck.
- This speaks for itself; during slavery, we
were chained like animals.
6. verse 49: The Lord shall bring a nation
against thee from far, from the end of the
earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation
whose  tongue thou shall not understand.
-The Eagle represents the Edomites, who
are all the Caucasians. This is proven in
the book of Gen. 25:21-30, where it de-
scribes Esau,father of the Edomites(Gen.
36:43), and in the book of Obadiah 1:4
which reads," The vision of Obadiah thus
saiththe Lordconcerning Edom.... Though
thou exalt thyself as the Eagle.”
7. verse 64: And the Lord shall scatter
thee among all people from one end of the
earth even unto the other; and there shall
thou serve gods, which neither thou nor
thy fathers have gnown, even of wood and
stone.
- Our dispersal was a great one. We were
shipped all over the world into every
nation. Every nation on this planet took

part in our enslavement. This is also de-
scribed by King David, king of Israel, in
the book of Psalms 83:4-8. David tells of
every nation that has plotted against the
real children of Israel. Those nations are
the Edomites(Caucasians),the Hagarenes
and Gebal (modern day Africans), the
Moabites (modern day Chinese), the
Amalekites (the impostor Jews), and the
Ishmaelites (the modern day Muslims and
Arabs).

8. verse 68: "da bomb": And the Lord
shall bring thee into Egypt again with
ships by the way whereof | spake unto
thee, thou shall see it (Jerusalem) no more
again: and there (Africa) ye shall be sold
unto your enemies (the Edomites) for
bondsmen and bond women, and no man
shall buy you.

-This obviously refers to the institution of
slaverywhichwas basicallyfree and cruel
labor.

Inthe book of Exodus 20:2 which
reads, "1am the Lord thy God which have
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage" , Egypt is an
ancient Greek word which means bond-
age or slavery. When putinto context, the
Lord said he would bring us into slavery
with ships. No other nation on this planet
has been brought into slavery on ships as
we have. The book of Acts 7:6 tells you
that the Lords children, who are the Isra-
elites Exodus 4:22, would be in a strange
land in slavery for 400 years. Ecclesiates
1:9 states that, ” The thing which hath
been, it is that which shall be; and that
whichisdone is that which shall be done:
there is no new thing under the sun.” The
Israelites that were in slavery for 400
years during the days of Moses are the
same Jews that went into slavery here in
the modern day Sodom and Gomorrah,
the modern day Babylon, the modern day
Egypt. We are the lost tribes of the Chil-
dren Of Israel. So what now?

This world as we know it is going toend
in less than 6 years. This fact can be found
in the book of Hosea 6:1-2 which states,"
Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for
He hath torn and he will heal us; He hath
smitten, and he will bind us up. After two
days willhe revive us: ....." the 2 Peter 3:8
tells you that one day with the Lord is a
thousand years to us, hence the two years
would denote the year 2000. However,
Christ tells us in the book of Semitic 24:22
that, " And except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be saved:
but for the elect’s sake those days shall be
shortened.”
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[’m oh a Mission

by Ainsley A. Reynolds

I am on a mission to address
some of the problems concerning Stony
Brook's Black and Latino campus com-
munity and to advise a solution. During
my. time at Stony Brook (Fall ,89 - Fall
,93), there have been numerous changes,
some positive and some negative.

Let me begin with the negative.
The number and quality of campus events
(parties, concerts, etc.) and the leadership
of certain clubs and organizations have
gone to hell!!! There are some people
within our community who have used the
vital resources (monies, etc.) of your clubs
and organizations for their own personal
gains. So as not to repeat last year’s
controversy in BLACKWORLD, I will
refrain from naming those individuals
because they know who they are. Some
people will disagree, but they have that

right since they may not have been here as
long asIhave. Itis upto those who are still
here to make a change for the better.
Speaking onapositive note, there
have been some changes for the better.
Some of the clubs and organizations have
excelled under new leadership (a few no-
tables are AASO, Destiny Club, Black
and LASO semi-formal committees, and
Black Women’s Weekend Committee).
These organizations have been constantly
on point. Also I would like to mention
that there have been more education and
inspirational events (speakers Khalid and
Steve Cokely, the gospel concerts, poetry
readings, and the various forums speak-
ing about concemns of our community). A
special shout goes out to the current
BLACKWORLD staff for breathing the
much needed life back into the paper that
speaks for our community. A shout also

goes to Stacey McCloud and Co. for try-
ing their best to bring Tokyo Joe to the
way it was back in the days.

In conclusion, my brothers and
sisters, in order to have a more fruitful and
enjoyable college experience, you must
doonesimple thing; COMMUNICATE!!!
Communicate on an individual, group,
club, and organizational basis. Whenever
you are on campus, say hello and intro-
duce yourselves instead of the mean and
dirty looks we sometimes give each other
(something I personally have been ac-
cused of many times). In short, the more
communication amongstourselves (Black
& Latino), the harder it will be for people
not concerned with our well-being to gain
entry into our organizations and cause
problems. Through more open communi-
cation, the amount and quality of your

campus events will improve, which will
make for a more enjoyable college expe-
rience. Take it from me, I know.

P.S. congrats to all graduating brothers &
sisters (especially those who came in with
me in ‘89, Stacy & Curtis “Playwright”
Easley).

Good Luck to those brothers & sisters
who still are at the Brook. Don'’t let
anything stop you from obtaining your
degree.

*Brothers & Sisters, boycott the gradua-
tion, it’s traditional bullshit. Instead, at-
tend the Destiny Award Dinner. Afterall,
it is held especially for you.

Till There is Peace, Justice, and Freedom

The Big Ains-Man is OUT

by Maya Toure

Hi, I am aresident of Chapin and
living here has been such a frustrating
experience. The residents here do not
have a voice that can be respected and
heard because of the lack of organization,
communication,and bonding. The people
that live over here are mainly couples with
and without children, single mothers with
children, Health Science students, and
graduate students.

First of all, I would like to tell
you about the blizzard that occurred dur-
ing the Fall semester. The electricity went
out and the whole complex was without
electricity, heat and lights for about three
to four hours. My complaint is that we
should not have to experience this incon-
venience at all!!! Public Safety did not
experience this loss of electricity, nor did
the Hospital. Public Safety has a back-up
generator, but we at Chapin do not. Public
Safety is heavily funded. The Hospital
gets millions of dollars for research. Stu-
dents pay rent and are entitled to an emer-
gency generator. Our welfare should be
of the utmost importance tothose in charge
of issuing generators to different areas in
this school. Dormitories and apartments

. Welcome to the
Harry Chapin Apartment

should be on the list of priorities.

Secondly, the residents are not
given instruction on Emergency shelter.
That is how unorganized the people in
authority are. I know this to be a fact
because I am a resident living here, and I
have never been given instructions about
it. When I asked about it, the person at the
Chapin Office responded that he “didn’t
know.”

A third point I'd like to make is
the insufficient care given to upkeeping
the area in which I live. During the snow
season my doorway was always blocked
with snow. Last winter there were two
incidence in which I almost injured my-
self. If I had, I would be a millionaire
today.

My fourthcomplaint is that there
is minimum heat in the apartment, and my
baby is always catching a cold and getting
ear infections. When I complain, some-
one comes and takes her temperature and
lies, saying thatitis okay. The only time
the heat is tumed up is when someone
calls the Heat Complaint Hot line.

In the fifth place, the people who
made up most of the Chapin Housing
rules must be on LSD. Each month they

come to inspect the apartment to make
sure it is clean. The Building Coordina-
tors are not fair in their inspection of
students. They are often intimidated by
their own superiors. There are not many
Black people on staff. There is only one
Black Building Coordinator. When my
B.C. comes to my apartment, even if she
isnotinspecting, her little eyes are darting
all over the place to find something wrong
to report back to her boss. The Building
Coordinators live in these apartments rent
free. Their work duties include inspect-
ing the apartments monthly and taking
complaints about repairs. I have already
addressed the monthly inspections. As
far as the repairs go, they are usually
efficient when it comes toreporting them,
but it takes forever to have them made.

My sixth complaint is with the
hiring practices of the office. A friend of
mine applied for the position of Building
Coordinator and was not given an inter-
view until she complained. My friend is
aBlack woman. The position was given to
a White woman whose husband is study-
ingtobeadoctor. It seemstome that the
only Blacks hired are tokens.

My seventh and final complaint
is that when you request something at
Chapin, those in authority behave as if it
is coming from their own pockets. An
example would be getting your carpet
cleaned. They act like they are doing you
a favor, despite the fact that these rights
come with your paid rent. The residents
have no privacy because everyone in the
Chapin Office has access to your room.
We need locks on both bedroom doors
and front doors.

I know that after reading this
people will suggest that I move off cam-
pus. My response to that is to change the
system at Chapin first. It mustaccommo-
date the students’ needs and respect their
rights. If it were not for the students,
Chapin apartments and Stony Brook Uni-
versity would not exist. I am sick and
tired of being given that “like it or lump it”
attitude by people in authority. If you
cannot be diplomatic, considerate, and
respectful of students, you should not be
in your position!!!

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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NAMIBIA: THE WAR GOES ON

“We fight and we talk, and we will talk while we
are fighting.”

Y

Caribbean Perspective in an at-
tempt to shed light on the rapid un-
folding of events in the southern
core of Africa, had an exclusive in-
terview with Theo Ben Gurlab,
Chief Representative of SWAPO
Observer Qffice to the U.N., the
following are excerpts taken from
‘that interview: (Ed. Note: Reprint-

ed with permission for BLACK-
WORLD readers, )

C.P. - Could you tall us what is the
current status of the ‘Settiement
Plan’ put forward by the five

western countries?

A. Yes, before | actually deal with
the proposals for *‘settlement’’ of the
Namibian question, originally for-
mulated by the five western powers,
(the U.S. of America, Britain, France,
West Germany and Canada) | want to
cast them in the context that existed
in 1977 when they were first initiated.
You had the U.S. with the election of
Carter’s administration in
Washington. That was taken to be a
new situation in'the western world.

With Pres. Carter emphasizing
human ri§hts, the need for the United
States to take leadership-particularly
in those areas in the Third World
where, according to their concep-
tions, human rights were being
denied to the majority of the people.
Specitically, on the question of
Namibia, the supposition was that
something had to be done within the
context of the UN, which has assum-
ed direct responsibility over the ques-
tion of Namibia. Within the context of
the UN then, at that time, there were
specific political and diplomatic
legalities:

1.- The UN has been, and still is
the direct legal responsible authority
over Namibia;

2.- South Africa's presence in
Namibia had been and is regarded by
the entire international community as
being illegal;

3.- the legitimacy of the saga of
the Namibia people under the leader-
ship of SWAPO had been recognized;

4.- legitimacy of SWAPQ as the
sole and authentic representative of
the Namibian people has been equal-
ly recognized, and that the situation in
Namibia the UH has endorsed and
supported arm struggle as a
legitimate means to the Namibian
people to fight against iliegal occupa-
tion of Namibia which the UN itself,
remains committed to tight against.

Western Initiative

Western initiative therefore was
predicated on these realities within
the UN. The central element of “the
western initiatives” was basing their

Sam Nujoma
LPresident of SWAPO of Namibia

efforts on the resolution of the Securi-
ty Council adopted in January 1976
which resolution, among other things
called for the holding of elections in
Namibia and that UN supervision be
in"control. But the resolution also has
some salient elements which were
actually pre-conditioned before the
holding of such elections in Namibia
under UN supervision and control. It
called for total withdrawal of South
Africa’s illegal administration, for
repealing of all th2 repressive laws
and legislation, the release of Nami-
bian patriots and political leacers that
are incarcerated either in South
Africa or in Namibia. In addition it
called for the creation of conditions
that would enable Namibians residing
outside presently to return home
which would lead to the establish-
ment of necessary tranquility, climate
of peace, that would enable the
development of confidence within the
Namibian people.

It is after the realization of these
preconditions that eiections were
supposed to have been held in
Namibia under international supervi-
sion and control.

Anumber of things transpired,
generally, between January 1976 and
by the following year around March
when the western group led by the
United States of America through the
personage of Rev. Ambassador An-
drew Young started to seli the idea of
‘‘western initiative'* to SWAPOQ, to the
African tront-line countries and to the
Organization’ ‘of African " Unity
members generally.

‘From April 1977 through
September 1978, SWAPO, on the
other hand, with the assistance of the
western five, (the countries that |
have already mentioned) engaged in
protracted and time consuming
negotiations here in New York, in
Africa and elsewhere in Europe.
Essentially, the negotiations were
supposed to involve the following:

It was recognized that there was a
shooting war presently in Namibia.
And that war is being fought by two
principal parties; SWAPQO, represen-
ting the Namibian people, and the il-
legal colonial regime of South Africa
retaining colonialism in Namibia. And
before elections are held in Namibia,
it would only be necessarily logical
for this war to be bréught to and end.
Therefore, the process called for a
cease-fire agreement between
SWAPO and South Africa. When a
cease-fire is reached as a political
position between these two parties,
then it would start a process which
will involve a UN peace-keeping force
consisting of military components of

about 7,500 troops. Seven battalions’

in alt to be drawn from different UN
member countries. And the civilian
components that will actually over
see the running of elections
themselves.

It will also involve a number-of fac-
tors that were originally envisaged in
Resolution 385, the one adopted in
January 1976. That would be before.
the elections are held that South
Africa should release Namibian
political leaders. A process must be
started that would lead tinally tc aboli-
tion of all the apartheid laws and
legisiations throughout the country.
Creation of institutions that will en-
sure that the existing fascist police in
Namibia are not used against the
Namibian people and that the UN will
ensure that this does not happen.

And that-Namibians residing out-
side would, under UN supervision
return into the country. This would in-
volve a seven month period from the
day of cease-fire up to three months.
All the elements that | have mention-
ed should be satisiied. That is a
ceasefire foliowed by the presence of
UN and full deployment of
authorized personnel-both military|
and civilian components and
withdrawal of South African forces,
whatever their number, which is
presently estimiated to be more than
(75,000) seventy five thousand.
After these months South Africa
is enjoined to withdraw its en,
tire military infrastructure down to on-
ly (1,500) fifteen hundred troops - so
called '‘residual forces’ that will be
restricted, based and monitored by
the UN at twq places - both in the nor-
thern part of Namibia. After that three

month period, another four month

UN,

period will begin. This would be the
period of electionering which SWAPO
will have to restructure its political
machinery to fight elections, and
generally it would be a period during
which the UN civilian component will
then be fully deployed for the purpose
of ensuring that the elections are free
and fair.

The western countries, formulated
their proposals, (after having satisfied
themselves through consultation with
SWAPO, with South Africa, with the
African Front-Line Countries and with
different members of the Security
Council). It was a private exercise of
these western members of the
Security Council, thus it was not until
September 29, 1978 that the UN
Security Council, itself, endorsed that
western proposals now called “UN
Plan’ on the basis of which elections
will be conducted in Namibia.

South Africa’s Intentions

Shortly after the Security Council
action in Resolution 435 in
September 1979, South Africa came
up with a series of objections and so-
called problems. In retrospect we
know the South Africans have never
committed themselves seriously to
agree to freé and fair elections in
Namibia, because that would certain-
ly lead to a SWAPO victory. What
have they been doing, and what are
they now doing, to adopt what is call-
ed a two-track strategy? On the one
hand they report to be participating
with the UN to hold free and fair elec-
tions in Namibia, which is essentially
their public relations gimmick; but ac-
tually, on the other hand, they have
been engaged in a process on the
ground in Namibia by working
towards an Internal Settlement, or the
Unilateral Declaration of In-
dependence (UD!) outside the UN's "
supervision and control. With regards
to these two tracks, one appearing to
be cooperating with the UN, the other
going alone. South Africa has been
emphasizing the latter, thus, South
Africa has started the process of
creating one fait accompli one
after another on the 'ground in
gNamibia starting with unilateral ap-
pointment of so-called ‘''ad-
ministrative generals'' in 1977.
pemmneees conitinued in the next issuew
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Gil Nobel Addresses AFS Students

Gil Nobel

By C. J. Mitchell

In a stimulating speech before
more than 200 students, NBC’s Gil
Nobel spoke about the image of
blacks in the media, the new breed
of student, and the values of a
changing society. Nobel, WNBC-TV
talk-show host for “Like It Is,” and
weekend anchor of the evening
news, was first of a possible line-up
of guest speakers to appear in AFS
210: The Civil Rights Movement.

Gil Nobel began his journalism
career reporting for radio station
WLIB. In those days WLIB was a
small white owned, but black
oriented station in Harlem. WLIB
was eventually sold to a group of

black investors that renamed the
station WBLS-FM; a station rated
this year by the broadcast industry
as the top general market station in
the New York area, a title that is
given to stations with the highest
audience “participation.”

Nobel began his career. in ‘‘the
big time,” at WNBC-TV 11 years

ago during the Civil Rights
Movement, when blacks were
rioting and protesting agahcf

Americai pelicyt )

In Nobel’s view, blacks uke
himself were suddenly given jobs,
not because they were liked, but
because there were blacks willing to
sit-in, riot, protest and even die so
that others could be hired. For

Developments in AFS

A new library

More than 1,000 books were re-
cently donated to the Africana
Studies Program Library by Dr. and
Mrs. Burghardt Turner. The library,
soon to open on the second floor of
the Social and Behavioral Sciences
building, will be used as a type of
‘“learning center” for black stu-
dents.

Dr. Turner, a retired professor
from Stony Brook’s history depart-
ment, says he felt there existed
“...a need for ‘Afro’ students to
have a sense of belonging, and to
have a place where black faculty,
graduate students and undergrad-
uates could meet, relax, and feel
comfortable.” Dr. Turner also said
that he hopes the books will give
the AFS department a “Sense of
recognition . . . it deserves.”

Most of t;he books donated by
the Turners, were once part of the
Richard B. Moore collection, con-
sidered to be one of the largest and
most lmpresswe collections of black
volumes in this coun

Rlchard B. Moore (1893 1978)
was a ‘“‘social refqrmer” in Harlem
for. mbte! thas. 60 ‘yedrs, - ‘and was

" known throughout the country and

continued on page 8

A new location

Following a week of protest by
students and faculty the Office of
Budgets has finally announced to
the Africana Studies Program
(AFS), that the AFS budget is near
completion, and will soon be re-
leased. The AFS Program had pre-
viously been without an operating
budget.

The AFS Program is also moving
to a new location where there will
be more space for faculty offices,
TA offices, classrooms, and a new
AFS Library.

Both of these new developments
involving the AFS program, came
after last week’s rally when stu-
dents, faculty and administrators
demanded that the Africana Studies
Program be given an adequate bud-
get, space for classrooms and of-
fices, along with a computer that
had been promised to the program
by a previous administration.

The rally was sponsored by
BFSA, SAINTS, AIM, BSU, LASO,
and several other minority oriented
organizations and clubs. A spokes-

University’s refusal ‘to supply AFS
with the proper tools, could reduce

AFS to a “phoney program.”

_man for one of the groups said the

these reasons, Nobel says he feels a
“responsibility’’ to remain active in
the Civil Rights Movement, a
movement that Nobel says ‘“‘began
with students.”

Students in the Movement

According to Nobel, it was
students that wanted to change the
attitudes in America. It began with
civil rights for blacks, but as more
people joined the struggle it moved
into other areas, the Women’s
Movement, The Chicano
Movement, the Hispanic Movement,
U.S. foreign policy, and of course
the Vietnamese War. Nobel went on
to explain how college students
have changed, ‘‘Today students
have joined the ‘me’ generation,” a
situation he blames on the media’s
portrayal of super-heroes and
super-jocks. He says that students
are sleepers and have no true
political perspective any more. “It
was the students in the 1960’s that
worked for civil rights, that worked
for a better penal system and
worked for equality in educational
benefits.”

The Influence of the Media

Nobel also talked about the
infiuence tu’ the media on society.
Acesordingyic Nobel, there needs to
be 'a healthier balance between
people who control the media, and
the people who watch the media,
“. ..so that all opinion and
perspective can be expressed freely

and openly. There is a cultural bias
that exists in the media today . . . it
perverts and clouds the view of the
black experience so people cannot
see well what is happening.” In
essence Nobel says that even the
news is bias, and though you may
see black anchors and reporters
these people are not choosing what
goes on in the news, ‘“They are
merely playing roles that have been
pre-determined by producers and
managers that know little about the
black experience. Ncbel’s criticisms
of the media come at a time when
many other ethnic and racial groups
have begun to question the validity
of television’s portrayal of life in
America.

“Students today
have joined the

‘me’ generation”,

Gil Nobel says his enemy is
racism and invites everyone to join
him in his battle to combat it, for
in the world according to Gil
Nobel, *“you mai be strong ..if
you don’t complain, it merely
corroborates what is being done;
the world will only judge you by
how you judge yourself.”

e The Africana Studies program
will soon open a new library, that
will serve as a ‘Learning Center.”
See story on page 3.

e Sociology faculty member,
Paget Henry, writes about the af-
ltermath of the coup in Grenada
Story on page 6.

e The President of BSU Carlton

ON THE INSIDE . . .

Sprvill, talks about the past, and
the future. See interview on page
2.

® Blackworld Sports, page 8.

® Voices is finally here, page 7.

® Amiri Baraka, activist poeft aﬂ::d
\ playwnght joins faculty "o e
Africana Studies Program. Story

on page 3.




Life After Death

(1991)

I watch them watching me

I hear their unspoken words

I laugh at them

I haven’t lost my sense of reasoning,
stupid people...

I killed it.

Momma fusses over my dress, trying to make up

for my lack of interest

-—- there’s something different about the way she walks,
the way she talks and smiles, since theycame
for papa.

I’'m afraid to look into her face, I'm afraid it won’t
be there '

I’'m glad she’s here I need her

now that I killed it.

It’s ghost haunts me

It threatens to come back

Sometimes it seems almost alive;

like today...

People are singing, screaming and crying
around me.

it wants to strangle me

I’'m choking

I am not afraid

I know it cannot hurt me, it cannot come
back

unless I look at the man’s face in the coffin.

Julian

Just - Us!
by
ch
He slumped
Lazily
In the corner

As the blue eyes of

Justice look on
Masturbating

Their external penises
Unmercifully sadistically
Upon his young virgin body
Until smoke filled orgasms

Are reached

Interjecting their Lead-filled sperm

Into his young soft body

Causing him to crumble into

An internal/ external rapetory position ....

(1978)

Bones

how fitting is it
that
NEW YORK
-- *“the greatest city in
the world”
Was built on top
of African bones
Was the weight of
the work too
much?
Ya dig
Were there so much
lying
around that
their lies caused our
story ta die?
Ya dig!
I bet you do, but
if
they
did
they’'d find
tons of bones
in New York alone
mixed with blood
-- an indigenous flood
tweny-four dollars
worth of beads
mis-planted seeds
Dig! Dig! Dig! Dig!
Underneath the sky-
scrapers
cement bright lights big
city
you‘’ll find it
all
if u dig

Musa ‘93
(fka
Howdy )

EMPTY PHRASES
tAe tiggse decelves
i ig tRin
thinner than the reality —
tRin fabric of owr paper
Siveg marked
with ths gcrawls of
osurfidden frustrations
90ing (Rrough ths motions
of a grinning madness . . .
af ths finab
act whten {he tiggne

breads
THEN the ghow beging

Vincont Odamiten
(1979)

mulatto s my name

L am just another destruction
for the dack community.

L cause confusion, hatred,
and sometimes envy.

L often wonder myself sheve do i belons.

L am pale in the winter;

and yellow in the swwmer.

yet my soud is more African than these
bourgeots, middle class, uppidy Negros.
my nose may not be as wide;

and wy hait may not be as buttle;

yet my soul has so much vhythm,

that cvery time my heart beats,

you can heat the sounds of bonsos,
and the blues of Bulllr Holiday.

my soul is 30 hip to the ghetto;

that patk avenue is but a place of fantasy.
how dare you challenge me to my identity!
where do you come off calling me,

ted bone, wanna-be, ot nigsa lova?

do you really believe you can understand me?
i believe it 19 because you don’t understand,
i3 why you despise me.

L often wonder myself where do i belons.

are you jealous?

ot is it that you atre afraid?

it is often sald we fear what we don’t know.
do U threaten you?

ot maybe just intimidate you?

See you have been told that because
9 pass for the enemy I have it easy;
Saster than you could ever have it
even if you had one on your avms.
But always remember who tausht you
to believe this in the first place...

It was the enemy, my brother.

CRYSTAL

(1992)

The Games They Play
Fortunately it is not

serious. ... isit?

sitting by the empty hearth

we attempt a union

we attempt a union

sisters smiling liquid eyes

reflecting brothers in dark silences
listening

we create a union

of remembrances, of hopes and present
pain, streched beyond the threshold
give, receive, give, receive

Our songs of unity.

Sisters laughing shyly, brothers smiling
shyly

brothers in expectation, sisters in labour
take up your cloth, take it up

the drums are beating, take it up

beat the drums, beat the earth

with your feet, take it up

the heart for our drums

take it up, take it up

for we are trying

for we are trying

to create

to create

a Union.

Long Live Africa, Long Live All
Black Nations, L'Luta Continua

Peace Enyonam Agbley-Odamiten
(1981)

Likely Suspectl on the uptown tip

Why does it ALWAYS have to be my fault
I didn’t do anything
Why am | caught
Is it the way | talk
Is it the way | dress
Is it the way | walk
Or is it my skin color that got me in this mess
It’s not right
I'm hated because I’'m not white
So what I’'m young and Black
They’re always pointing their finger
| say it’s time to FIGHT BACK
My life is hard
From their point of view
| should be behind bars
While they’re out free
Brain-washing, taking money
Raping women
But again they tum around
And point at me
They’re the accusers
In reality they should be accused
Why am | the LIKELY SUSPECT
That will LOSE!

By: THE DON!
Afro in a wig
out
1992)
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‘'RAY-GUN’ RAMPAGE

Ronald Reagan won by a land-
slide victory, becoming the 40th Presi-
dent of the United States of America on
November 4, 1980.

Beset by skyrocketing inflation,
loss of face internationally, due to the
“Iran Crisis: American Held Hostages”,
Americansinsearchof a“redeemer” swept
conservative Republican Ronald Reagan
into the nation’s highestelected office last
week.

Needless to say many people
were extremely disappointed by the vic-
tory of who they considered by far the
1 greater of two or three evils. However,
since there have been no charges by the
incumbent President James “Jimmy”
Carter, of poll rigging or any other elec-
tion frauds, then the obvious decision of
‘the American majority stands until 1984.

Reagan, who will be inaugurated
Tinto office in January, has already pro-

N\
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fessed his loyalty tothe big business inter-
est of this country. He has talked of
lowering the minimum wage which would
provide enough slave- labor wages to
boost the profits of the corporate sector of
the nation. In light of this he plans to
reduce government regulation into the
private lives of American citizens, and
corporations.

Bruised by Vietnam, Watergate,
Iran, not being able to got to the Olympics
in Moscow, Americans who voted for
Reagan, including such notable “Negro”
leaders like Rev. Abernathy, might be
willing to follow this former Hollywood
cowboy star around the world to make
America the economic and military might
thatitonce was. The consequences for the
Third World of amighty military macabre
following the greedy tune of monopoly
business in their enthusiastic desire to
make the world safe for the mockery of

capitalismis indeed a threat to their devel-
opment.

RonaldReagan, endorsed by that
fun loving Klan, the unholy Klu Klux,
told Blacks (before his victory) “not to
label” him because of any past racial
slurs, anti-social legislation passed by him
while Govemnor of California, and other
such irresponsible misdeeds. He is no
“caricature” conservative, he is for real.

Then there are the mumors and
nasty jokes such as “if Jamaica, Grenada,
and Cuba thought they were in trouble
before...” Klu Klux Klan feeling that now
they have a license to leave their cages
(terrorist camps), and run wild, recruiting
oncollege campuses or in the White House
for that matter.

Then there is the nagging notion
that “vice”- President George Bush was
former director of the CIA and what about
that respectable historical superstition of

Residence Life

a president being assassinated every 20
years?

...and there is more. Such as,
Ronald Reagan’s three names are spelled
with six letters, 666, the mark of the beast
come judgement day. This of course has
nothing to do with the fact that the movies
Omenand Omen II was shown the week
before elections. Omen I being shown the
night after the presidential debate. Last
but not least is the longest running rumor
of the 1984 doom; unfortunately George
Orwell could not be reached.

On the real side (oh!), Blacks in
America, or the world over, have no friend
in “a high society”, therefore be ever so
vigilantduring these yearstocome. Surely
that Great African spirit within might be
spurred to more awesome heights in the
struggle for TRUE LIBERATION of
mind, body, and soul against more ag-
gressive odds.

NEW COMMITTEE TO REVIEW
MINORITY CONCERNS

by Josephine Darby

The office of Residence Life has
been the center of a lot of attention this
semester. There have been scandals in-
volving RHD’s and of course the “tri-
pling” problem. Some of the buildings
are falling apart and others are infested
with insects - Stage XII fits both catego-
ries.

In the midst of the already “con-
fused” state of affairs in Residence Life,
an office that has been called the most
inefficient on the campus, a committee
emerges to help eliminate some of these
problems. The committee is the “Minor-
ity Concerns Committee” and is primarily
interested in issues that affect the general
welfare of resident minority students on
campus.

The committee is a branch of
residence life and is chaired by Roth quad
director, Hamilton Banks. The commit-
tee met last Wednesday in Bill’s Cafe in
Mount College, where I interviewed Mr.

Banks and a few other members. I asked
Banks about the purpose of this commit-
tee. He replied, “There was a need to
address the minority student problems on
campus so we formed a committee as a
part of a task force within the department
(residence life), to specifically address
those needs. It was intended to be made
up of people in the department who were
interested in working on these kinds of
priorities and also with other minority
groups on campus.”

Residence Life has come under
attack by other minority groups that feel
there are not enough minority student
staff members in the dorms. Banks ex-
plained that, “In the past, most minorities
have not felt a part of the campus commu-
nity, (working with the legislature on the
buildings) and let’s face it, a lot of people
have been chosen in the past by a popular-
ity vote, and most minorities are not known
around campus because they aren’t usu-
ally involvedinbuilding activities. There-

fore, they don’t get the support to get
selected. Wefeel the possibilities now are
much fairer but still, a lot of minorities are
not concerned or aware that while this
position may not provide much, it does
look good on your resume when you need
it.” Banks went on to say that they need
input from other groups on campus. “One
of our main priorities for this year is to see
that minority groups participate.”

Other members of the commit-
tee are Virginia Acevedo, the secretary;
Carolyn Buck, RHD of Gershwin Col-
lege; and Ellen Shannon, RHD of
Gershwin College. They went on to talk
of their accomplishments last year and
their goals and objectives for *79-'80.
They say that so far they 've set up orien-
tation sessions for minority students in-
terested in applying for RA/ MA posi-
tions, encouraged the Residence Life de-
partment to focus on issues of concern to
the minority resident population, set up

professional and student staff training
workshops and finally, hired more minor-
ity students for staff positions in the resi-
dence halls.

This year the committee plans to
work closely with AIM, Africana Studies,
and the office of disabled and the foreign
students. The members of the committee
also hope to initiate alternative program-
ming in residence life, increase the bond
between the various minority student
groups, focus on problems faced by dis-
abled students, form a support groups,
focus on issues of sexism, focus on prob-
lems faced by disabled students, form a
support group for minority student staff
concerns and set up an E.E.O. committee
toeducate, facilitate and protect the rights
of students in regards to applying for
student staff positions. The committee
wants all groups to get involved, *“Help
them help us ... We can’t help the students
if they don’t help us help them.”
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by Reginald Ibe

The Angolan Revolution marked
a turning point in the entire history and
future turn of events in Southemn Africa. It
not only proved that South Africa was not
the military power it has claimed to be, but
also that nothing short of massive radical
changes in South African politics will
return peace and stability to that region of
the world.

Since the Angelan crisis, Afri-
can politics have taken on an increased
nationalist vigor. Defiant Black youths
have been massacred by the thousands in
the Black ghettos of South Africa. The
liberation war in Zimbabwe has forced
the reality of majority rule on the white
minority leadership. A threatof escalated
warfare in Namibia with possible Angolan
intervention is a fact today.

Several African nations have
called for a joint military effort in South-
ern Africa. Nigeria’s military leader, Gen-
eral Olusegun Obasanjo, recently declared,
“I had always felt that I would have
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achieved a life ambition the day I fight for
the liberation of southern Africa.” Mil-
lions of embittered youths across the Af-
rican continent voice a readiness to make
the supreme sacrifice anytime to restore
the dignity of man in Southern Africa.

Whereas Zimbabwe and
Namibia were the focus of the most recent
U.S. diplomatic initiatives, the more po-
tent arena of shameful racial violence,
South Africa, was the target of the most
recent United Nations deliberations. The
Western powers succeeded in blocking
moves to place sanctions against South
Africa, but strong U.N. condemnations of
South Africa’s racial policies were pro-
duced.

Namibian nationalist forces, the
South West African People’s Organiza-
tion (SWAPQ), are helping Angola de-
stroy the remnants of the Savimbi guerril-
las who are fleeing to Namibia. Inreturn,
it is hoped that Angola would help the
SWAPO guerrillas in their was against

ZIMBABWE-
LIBERATION NOW!

South African forces in Namibia. Ac-
cording to a South African government
release, the prospects of a major military
confrontation in Southern Africa are very
high. Most Africans believe that the
question of majority rule in South Africa
will be settled militarily as a joint African
concern. Whereas African leaders do not
advance a timetable for this, the trend of
events in Southern Africa gives credibil-
ity to such beliefs. Long term or short
term, the inevitability of war in Southern
Africa is a fact we all have to live with.
Affrica is not about to be parti-
tioned into Western and Communist sat-
ellites. Whereas South Africa courts the
West with its fairy tales of defending the
free world and fighting communism, its
fascist police state without any regard
whatsoever for human rights and dignity.
With an economy entirely dependent on
Black African slave labor, South Africa
would feature prominently among the
world’s poor nations, if she paid descent

wages to the Africans. European invest-
ments in South Africa have been steadily
declining since the Angolan revolution,
but U.S. investments are steadily taking
their place.

The United states has the poten-
tial to avert the impending bloodshed in
southern Africa. Continued U.S. patron-
age of apartheid South Africa will not
only irreparably damage U.S.-African
relations, but also drive Africannations to
communist war supplies. If President-
elect Jimmy Carter is a leader for change,
U.S.-African policy is an area for radical
changes. In the long run, U.S. support for
majority rule will not only score an ideo-
logical victory for the free world, but
safeguard U.S. supporta for majority rule
in South Africa as well. Active U.S.
support for majority rule in South Africa
was part of the Democratic Party platform
on which Carter ran for election. To do
otherwise wouldrepeat the story of Angola
in Pretoria someday.

by M. Vilsaint C. Hewitt S. Hoon

“I don’t hustle and you can’t
reggae, “ stated Ken Danns, (President of
the Caribbean Club), at the height of the
‘Symposium on Black Identity.” He was
expressing the need for Black solidarity
amongst all people of African descent.
Wemust learn to understandone another’s
differences and unite on our commonali-
ties. This was the focal point of the
symposium sponsored by the Caribbean
Club.

Caribbean Day, Nov. 18, of
Black Week commenced with a gathering
of faculty, students and representatives of
Third World organizations. The list of
guest speakers included: Edward King
and Reginald Ibe, (African Student
Union), Paget Henry, (Sociology Depart-
ment), Professor Tumner, (History Depart-

SYMPOSIUM:
The Task

ment), Professor Vaughan, (Africana Stud-
ies Department), Emile Adams, (Asst.
Directorof Student Affairs), Herdi Micou,
(Counseling Department), Randy Brown
and Mwata Ben Nubin, (Black Students
United), and Ken Danns, (Caribbean
Club). The approach was sociological,
historical, political and geared toward a
grass roots audience. The symposium
was long overdue, concluded Professor
Turner. This wasalso the general consen-
sus amongst those who attended. Our
uniqueness, common ancestry, colonial
experiences and western ideals were all
discussed in crder to arrive at the under-
standing of the different facets of Black
identity as seen through the eyes of the
Symposium participants.

DonaldGillian, Acting S.A.S.U.,
(Student Association of the State Univer-

Of Unity

sity), Coordinator at Old Westbury, deliv-
ered an inspiring and enlightening oratory
directed at the lack of representation of
Black students at Stony Brook. His repre-
sentation made one aware of apathy
amongst students that prevents us from
questioning the fact that the needs of
Blacks at Stony Brook and elsewhere are
not being fulfilled. Mr. Gillian urged and
invited everyone to attend workshops at
Old Westbury in order to acquaint us with
some of the types of actions that are essen-
tial in order to unite for acommon cause.

When the discussion was opened
up to the attentative and responsive audi-
ence, Rody Dihigo and Barrington Brown
expressed mixed feelings about the atti-
tude that should be taken to overcome the
particular obstacles that prevent the unifi-
cation of Black people and other oppressed

Third World groups. On one hand existed
a total humanitarian outlook and on the
other hand, the primary emphasis was on
self-preservation. Randy Brown, (B.S.U.),
also stressed the idea of the ‘divide and
conquer’ tactics utilized by the Western
world. Thisisone of the processes that we
are trying to reverse in order to achieve
Black unity.

Donald Gillan from S.A.S.U.,
commended the Caribbean Club in their
efforts to congregate with their fellow
Blacks. Yet, this is the only the begin-
ning. In order to ensure far reaching
effects we must continue with this me-
dium of communication coupled with
positive action to actually consider our-
selves, ‘Black Students United,’ onlythen
can we form acohesiveness amongst black
students
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PONTIAC BROTHERS:

The frame-up of the Pontiac Brothers is part of
a campaign by the state to label all forms of
Black rebellion as “criminal,” while diverting
attention from capitalism’s criminal treatment
of Black people.

Sixteen black men, the Pontiac
Brothers, are now awaiting trial and facing the
death penalty for the alleged killing of three
white prison guards in the Pontiac Prison re-
bellion of July 22, 1978.

The trial for the first 10 of the Pontiac
Brothers will begin as soon as jury selection
has been completed. After two months, only
four jurors have been selected.

R ' The Pontiac Brothers case is the
largest death penalty case since the slave re-
bellions. The case has wide significance for
the Black Liberation Movement. It signals an
increase in the vicious repression by the state
not only against Black prisoners but against
any Black rebellion. The Pontiac Brothers are
being tried on statutes which call for the death
penalty for any persons who conspire or par-
ticipate in amob action that results in the death
of city or state officials. Thus, whenrebellions
like Miami or Chattanooga occur, the state can
fabricate cases against community activists
and other Black Liberation Movement fight-
ers, railroading them to the electric chair.

Illinois prisons:
Cruel and unusual punishment

Pontiac Prison, like most other prisons in Illi-
nois, is located in a rural area, 100 miles from
Chicago. Built in 1871 for 600 men, it now
houses some 1,250 men . On the day of the
rebellion, 2,000 men were held in the prison,
two to acell, a space smaller than a VW beetle.

Eighty-eight percent of the prison
population is Black, with the vast majority of
the inmates coming from Chicago. The vast
majority of the guards come from the sur-
rounding community, which is 98% white,
meaning the guards have no experience with
urban Blacks and other oppressed nationali-
ties. Overcrowding, racist guards, as well as
inadequate food, medical care, recreational
facilities and job training, along with a tem-
perature of 100 degrees in the cellblock at 10
am. all formed the basis for the rebellion.

At the height of the rebellion, 1,100
inmates were involved. The commissary,
where inmates buy cigarettes, personal items
and other goods at ever increasing prices, was
bumned to the ground. The laundry, which for
six months prior to the rebellion had been
cleaning only guards’ clothes while prisoners
had toclean theirs in the toilet, was also burned
to the ground.

Conditions in the Illinois prisons
had been so bad that six month prior to the
rebellion, the Justice Department had charged
in a suit that a sentence to a state prison was
“cruel and unusual” punishment. The state
had also been cited for the violation of the civil
rights of prisoners and for discrimination
against minority inmates.

The frame-up

Although Illinois Govemnor Thompson ini-
tially explained the cause of the rebellion as a
spontaneous outburst due to overcrowding
and under staffing, he later blamed it on a
“conspiracy by Black gangs to take over the
prison system.” Chokew Lumumba, one of

s WHO ARE THEY?

the Pontiac Brothers’ lawyers, explained the
reversal: “... admitting the truth ... was not a
feasible political position. What he (Governor
Thompson) was admitting, to say that the
rebellion was caused by conditions in the
prison, was that three white men in the State of
Illinois were killed due to his malfeasance...”

To assure that his campaign to blame
“gangs” for the Pontiac rebellion got over,
Thompson took Pontiac Prison over from the
Department of Corrections and placed it di-
rectly under the Illinois Department of Law
Enforcement (IDLE), which was directly ac-
countable to the governor. IDLE was govem
the responsibility for both running Pontiac and
conducting an investigation to prepare the
case against inmates involved in the uprising.

During the investigation, which
lasted eight months, the prison was placed on
“deadlock.” Week after week, the inmates
were kept locked in their cells 24 hours a day.
They were fed on paper plates and deprived of
family visits, phone calls, showers, clean
clothes, fresh bedding, medical care, toilet
articles, soap, cigarettes, exercise, access to
the law library, schooling, work or time for
worship.

IDLE agents used the deadlock to
subject inmates to lengthy interrogations and
harassment. The deadlock was used to pres-
sure prisoners to turn against each other.

Forty percent of present or former
inmates were induced to act as state witnesses.
In retum, they were given parole, transfer to
minimum security facilities or clemency. The
authorities also paid out $50,000 in new jobs,
houses, travel money and, in some cases, new
identities for those who cooperated.

Subsequently administrative charges
were brought against 67 inmates. Each was
sentenced to a year in segregation and lost one
year good time. All of these sentences were
handed down with the state producing one
witness.

On March 5, 1979, a grand jury
returned indictments against 31 inmates. Sev-
enteen black prisoners were charged with 15
counts of murder. This means that each of the
16 prisoners supposedly killed each guard five
different ways. In accordance with the state’s
‘“gang” theory, three inmates were charged
with conspiracy. One prisoner has since made
a deal with the prosecutor to testify against the
other 16 and had been severed form the case.
If convicted of any one count of murder, the 16
Pontiac Brothers may die in the electric chair.

The indictments against the Pontiac
Brothers is clearly a frame-up with evidence
gained through bribery, torture and coercion.
One of the state’s witnesses, Ben Robinson,
admitted publicly that he lied to get out to
prison. Robinson also accused the state of
pressuring him. “I gave the information be-
cause | was threatened,” said Robinson. “The
state said if  didnt testify, they’d make a case
against me.”

Racist trial judge

Not only are the Pontiac Brothers
fighting aracist frame-up by the state, they are
also faced with a racist trial judge, Benjamin
K. Miller, a political crony of Governor Th-
ompson. Miller has ruled in favor of the
prosecution, enabling it to stack the jury with
“death-qualified” jurors who support capital
punishment. Over 400 defense motions have

already been denied though the trial hasn’t
even started.

Contrary to the wishes of the Pontiac
Brothers' lawyers, who wanted each defendant
tried separately, Miller has gone along with
the prosecution and will try the prisoners in
two groups, 10 and 6. This allows the state to
present its most consistent witnesses first,
making it more difficult for the defense to
point our flaws and gaps in the state’s case.

Ideological campaign

The frame-up of the Pontiac Broth-
ers is part of an ideological campaign by the
state and media to label all forms of Black
rebellion as *“criminal”. Pre-trial publicity by
Chicago’s news media has tried hard to give
credence to the state’s contention that the
rebellion was gang inspired, by trying to link
the Pontiac Brothers to two Chicago street
gangs, the Black Gangster Disciple Nation and
the EL-RUKIN (formerly the Blackstone Rang-
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