Sunday April 22, 1990

Farth Day

‘90

Earth Day Wall Street Action

by Brian Tokar

All across the country, preparations
are underway for the twentieth anni-
versary of the original Earth Day. The
first Earth Day, celebrated on John
Muir's birthday (April 22) in 1970, was
the first large, coordinated demonstra-
tion of public concern for the environ-
ment, and is widely credited with spark-
ing the passage of landmark federal
environmental legislation. This year,
Greens in many communities are join-
ing with traditional environmentalists,
educators, local officials and others in
a major effort to rekindle the sptrit of
widespread ecological activism that

Monday April 23, 1990

Last spring and summer, people at
three major national Green Events —
the national Green conference in Eu-
gene, Oregon, the first Youth Green
gathering in Ohio, and the Left Green
Network conference in lowa — foresaw
the potential of Earth Day for Green
consciousness raising, as well as the
dangers of cooptation. The Earth Day
caucus in Eugene proposed thatGreens
. develop “a positive and effective counter-
| force to the corporate efforts to sanitize
' and exploit Earth Day.” suggesting that
| the day would be an tmportant occa-
[ sion for coalition-building, linking
| ecological and social concerns, and
| strengthening ties among many differ-
ent movements.

Out of these discussions came a pro-
posal from members of the Youth
Greens and others for a major nonvio-
lent action to shut down Wall Street in
New York City on Monday, April 23, the
day after Earth Day. Wall Street is both
the symbolic center of the system of
corporate greed and manipulation, and
the actual setting where the economy
is continually orlented toward specula-
tion, short-term profits, and blind
growth, at the expense of both human
and broad ecological needs, Wall Street
was the site of a highly successful anti-
nuclear action in October of 1979 {the
fiftieth anniversary of the Crash of '29),
and-many of the organizers of that
action are joining us to work on this
one.

The Earth DayWall Street Action prom-

. ises to be a milestone event in the

resurgence of political activism in the
U.S. for the 1990’s. Just as widespread
demonstrations against nuclear mis-
siizs prompted the emergence of the
Eurcpean Greens in the early 1980,
direct actions such as this will heip t¢
mark a clear place for Green politics on
the American political map. For more
information about how you can gel
involved in this exciting and importani

. event, call (201) 846-6934 (NYC area),

(617) 620-9782 (Boston), (802) 454-
8073 (Vermont), or write, Earth Day
‘Wall Street Action, P.O. Box 1128, Old
Chelsea Station, New York, NY 10011

(Reprinted from Green
Synthesis March '90)



~The Fourth Estate:=Editorial

Election Wrap-up

Electi>n time whizzed through my life
this year like the great chariot of the

sun. Banners were unfurled by many
proclaiming their candidacy, lur'gng
voters with hopes of betier living
conditions, Dbetter academics, and

ultimately a better world. Sometimes the
proclamation was accompanied by a long
written statement, sometimes with a
lolipop, but most often it was simply a
name.

The short campaining time aloted in the
week between petition signing and
elections created a flurry of activity.
The newspapers, Statesman and The
Press, published interviews. Residence
halls hosted debates. Candidates and
their staff posted flvers or dormstormed
buildings. Someone took the time to
actually negative campaign- posting
flyers defaming a total of f{our
candidates. Refer-endums
heavily for weeks before the election,
and the importance of many of them
contributed to the unusually high voter
turn out.

For some, the problems started early.
Maxine Douglass, petitioned for
candidacy as a Sophmore Rep. with a
total of 500 signatures. Becausc she
entered her freshman year in the
Spring semester, the Election Board
denied her petition.

Maxine will only be a Sophmore for one
haif of her term, and thus cannot
represent the Sophmore class. Although
she approached the judiciary, they did
not take up consideration of her case.
For Maxine this year, the process was
begun too late to reinstate her right to
represent a class of students. For other
students caught in this apparent limbo,
perhaps if they cannot represent others,
they might represent themselves.

The bulk of the confusion occured on
election day. The huge voter turn out
sent the election board flying into
demands for more ballots, accusations of

ballot stuffing, and news that the name
of Liam McGrath had been left off of a
percentage of the Presidential ballots,
and that the Secretarial ballots were
often missing Lee Wiedel's name and
bearing Mike Pilla's twice. After the
frenzy died people were left frustrated,

confused and aways suprised that
initally, at least, "8,000" people voted!"
After the counts were in everyone

was assured that the most that came out
for any one ballot was 3,100 but that this
was still 600 more than last years best.

The Coke referendum drew the most
voters, and passed with 56%. This is a
positive step towards ending the

oppression of others. We must also fight
for our own rights. For change to begin
at home, we must show as much care for
ourselves as we do for a South African or
the local person working in the nearby
Coke-Cola plant.

Student voter turn out for any
election, any office should always be
high. One of the best measures of
apathy is election turn out. If they don't
vote, something has got to change.
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were pushed

The promise of "a more open polity”
was strung out on many a bamner. It
remains to be seen if this new
government is capable of working
together to achieve this goal. Much of
the atmosphere during election week
reflects the laid back attitude towards
making sure that as many people vote as
possible. ‘

The week alloted for Polity
campaigning may limit problem causing
events, but it also limits the amount the
student body can learn about it's own
canidates. Limits for advertising
eliminate many advertising costs and the
funding problems that come with them,

but do not make up for the loss of the

advertising itself. A name on a flyer is
simply not enough. Neither is a debate
at which only two of the canidates show
up.

P Formal grievances were heard at 9:00
According to Sean
Duke, informal grievances concerning
snafus and stuffings were passed on
during the day. However, while a few
formal complaints were' lodged against
poll  watchers. by .students, most
complaints were launched by candidates:
Liam McGrath had not been listed on a
small percentage of the ballots, Lee
Wiedel had: been left off even more, and
Mike Pilla was feeling like a popular

pm election day.

guy. The Judiciary ballots had not stated
that there were two possitions open.
And, Mike Lapushner was waving a stack

of flyers he claimed to have gotten from
another students room.

What resulted? Well, several things.
The Election Board got cozy in an office
with the Presidential Candidates, and
decided that Liam would be allocated the
same percentage of the ballots cast with
his name missing as he recieved from
those ballots correctly printed. The
Board also decided that the Secretarial
‘race, and the Judicial race, were
rendered invalid by similar mistakes.
The Stony Brook Council was appealed o
for permission to allocate the
Presidential Ballots and invalidate the
Secretarial race. It was granted.

There is no question as to the invalidity
of the Secretarial race. The right of the
Election Board, as well as the Candidates,
to  decide where a  nonexistant
percentage of votes go is debateable. A
choice was denied in the Presidential
elections. To create a percentage of
choice that did not functionally exist , so
that the results might be "fudged” insults
the validity of each individual's student
rights, and student votes. Granted, in the

event of an invalidation a lower number

of students
granted to all.
themselves,
for.

The problem of the nasty flyers wok a
little more outside involvement.
Primarily that of the six Judiciary
members, and several witnesses
were subpoenaed after Mike Lapushner,
Joe Mignon, David Reynolds, and Mike
Halkitis all charged Glenn Magpantay,
cn Gill, candidate for Senior Rep., with

vote, but the option is
Students are speaking for
and are not being spoken

that

distributing the negative posters. The
judiciary lasted for a long time, as the
testemony was stated and restated.
During the time The Press was there,
there was a flurry of cupped hands and

the whisper of hushed voices as both
witnesses and friends counciled accused,
accusers, and jury alike. Procedings
were stilled for a while as Dan Slepian,
next  years President, and this years
Vice- President. was pulled from Foxy
Boxing to give testimony. All  this
exchange did not produce a verdict of
guilty; Glenn Magpantay was declared
innocent due to lack of evidence.
However, the plantiff's remain
convinced of guilt, and according 1o
Glenn, many others do too.

Each polity election passes with
another set of confusions, mistakes, and
slanders. A fine induction for any new
"the shit" will

government, happen in
one form or another until the end of
SUNY time. The trick is to help it

change forms. The election process- the
chariot of the sun- is vital. OQurs needs
some renovation. An adequate number of
mechanical voting booths might clear
up the path, reducing wear on the
shocks. A little more space would
balance its load. Instead of scatering
confetti behind the procession, perhaps
we ought to invest in some drums or a
podium for every corner.
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UNITY

By Rob Gilheny
Over 70 students gathered at the

UNITI Cultural Center in Roth Quad .

"to discuss racial tension and unity’

on ' campus. -The . event was
organized by Blackworld,
Statesman; and. the UNITI "Cultural
Center.

be no question about the Coke ban,:
-.the support for the
. Studies 'Department,” gay and
~ lesbian rights and the protection of
the. environment,” said Dwayne
Andrews, Assistant Editor - of
Blackworld. . Andrews, along with
.Sean Joe, President of the UNITY

Cultural Center, lead the
discussion. On the issue of racial,
tension, Andrews told the crowd!

- that the Quincy Troupe case only
exposed racial tension; it didn't
exacerbate it as the media
portrayed. .
~ Andrews said that the Troupe
. case was "a case where a Black man
~ was accused of rape by a white
.woman and he was arrested by
Public Safety without any evidence
that he commited the crime." He
went on to say, "Whenever Public
Safety and the minority community
interact there is always a problem,”
and_ spoke of Black . students being
“stopped on campus and asked where

they are going, "...as if a Black
person shouldn't be walking on
campus.”

Sean Joe said, "Racism is born

out of ignorance.” Thai sentiment
was repeated by many people in the
audience and there - was agreement
to work together on future projects,
such as the - Coke boycott
referendum.  Coke sells its
products in South Africa and gays
$62 million a year in .taxes to the
~ South African regime that enforces.
_Apartheid against its- Black
. majority. People will be attending

a "Freedom Rally" on March 15th
to ‘celebrate the release of Nelson
Mandella and a push for the Coke
boycott. The passage of the Coke
boycott will put the university in a

i

. ."If it were up to me there would: th
| ()

Africana

~liberation

students and breaking the contract

with Coca-Cola which runs through
1992, .If the university refuses to

| honor a_ban vote, -the suggestions of

strategies ran from getting students
to boycott Coke by not buying it to
more militant direct
removing the Coke machines.

Other events and actions that
were suggested for working together

| on were the March 24th march on

Washington (10th anniversary of
assassination of Archbishop
Romero - by Salvadorean Death
Squads) for U.S. out of Central
America, cultural events, and
environmental events,
Day. Earth Day celebrations are
happening on Sunday April 22nd.
Stony Brook is having one Friday,

‘the 20th. Monday, the 23rd, is the

Earh Day Wall Street action. People
will be blockading Wall Street.
Bobby Seale mentioned this event at
his talk here at the Staller Center.

He ended his talk by urging people -

to get involved in the saving of the
environment and drew  the
connection between racism and the
destruction of the environment by
pointing out that it is coming from
the “"capitalist bloodsucking pig
power structure.” Bobby Seale is
the co-founder of the Black Panther

Party.
The discussion turned to de
Facto segregation of groups on

campus - how there are groups on
campus that are white and black.
SASU Representative Glenn
Magpantay pointed out * the
attendance of the meeting is mostly
Black and said that he is one of the
few Asians in the group. He said,
"l go to feminist meeting§ that are
only women, groups that are only
attended by Asians, I go to Gay and
Lesbian meetings and no one is
having sex." He went on to point
out that Asians, Blacks, Hispanics,
and Native Americans are people of
color and are the majority of people
who live on the planet. It was
pointed out that ethnic groups are
cultural and naturally attract
people of a particular ethnicity,
but can work together on issues of
like smashing
Apartheid. Apartheid is not a
black issue it's a human issue.

action of’

such as Earth

- Tiptoe
Through the
Tulips

by John Bua

Louder

H v than Love is
ere they are, the band of the SoundGarden's first LP on a
90's best release yet, Louder mainstream label and is A&M

than Love by SoundGarden has:Records first Heavy Metal LP in
something for everyone. There arealmost 10 years! 1 hate 1o use the
twelve tracks on the album capable generalized -term “"Heavy Metal”
of causing even the calmest amongibecause of the narrow: minded
you to get up and move. :people who equate metal with what
" This band from Seattle made: you see on MTV. Be warned if you
its debut in 1986 with Screaming yearn for lipstick, glitz, pseudo
For Life on Subpop Records and politics, teenage boner music, you
they had the ear of the musical will be gravely dis-
community since then. They appointed.SoundGarden is Rock 'n'
followed up with "Kingdom of Come, Roll. They look back in the past and
Swallow My Pride” EP, which has grab what they need to propel them
since become a collector's item.into the future. IF you can't rock
SoundGarden then moved South toout to songs like "Big Dumsey",
California’s famed SST ‘label for the "Get on the Snake”, and "Loudlove",
brelease of Ultra Megla OK. This then get your walker and retire
frecord gave SoundGarden a cultright now. Buy SoundGarden's

following out east and major college Louder tham Leve and play it at
Eleven!

airplay with the hit "Flower".

Ed's here

The Press's own, Ed Bridges,
has come to Stony Brook with
a good show for Earth YEAR.

images of suburban arcas

in4thc Student Union Gallery-

chow
down _ Eékglslaﬂ.s 398
: 438
with Ed BUDAPEST 550
_ TOKYO 749
at the opening CARACAS 318
RIO 730
on the 16th, Taxes not included. Restrictions apply.One
ways available. Work/Study Abroacr

<A N programs.int! Student |D’. EURAIL
Y Jachese PASSES ISSUED ON THE SPOT!
1 but catch the show. { FREEStudent Travel Catalog! 1

L
e Council Tr.

205 E.42nd St 35 W.8th St
New York New York
212-661-1450 212-254-2525

position of honoring the voice of the

The

by Drew E. Mitty

From its beginning, the aesthetics or the
Stony Brook campus have suffered from an
architectural nightmare known as pre-fab-
ricated cement and brick. Instead of em-
bracing the classical colonial and georgian
styles prominent on older campuses, Stony
Brook has achieved the physicai layout of a
sprawling industrial park. Many praise the
ultra-sleek design of the Physics and Math
Tower, but traditionalists are likely to

cringe at such soaring monoliths.
Nonetheless, Stony Brook is on the verge
of .completing an $18.2 million indoor
sports complex that will open September
.13,1990. And surprisingly, the buildingisa
clean, attractive, spacious facility. Accord-
ing to Special Assistant to the Vice

Field [Elouse

President of Campus Operations, Hank
Von Mechow, “The Planning Commission
for the gym we use now was constructed in
anticipation of 3 — 5,000 students in the
1960’s.” He added that, “We have a
tremendous need for space, and I'm ex-
tremely happy with the new facility, itllbea
great addition.” Von Mechow has been
supervising the construction of the complex
and has good reason to be pleased. The
contracter, Polera Construction, is two
months ahead of schedule from the original
completion date of November. The build-
ing architect, Alex Kuzamnoff, was selected
by the SUNY Central Construction Fund in
1986, and the final blueprints are on display.
in the Gymnasium Lobby for the public
viewing.

What's In It for You?

The complex will feature a large indoor
main arena with a wooden basketball floor
surrounded by 4,100 movable bleacher
seats. This increased capacity of seating
should be helpful in attracting more renown
concert performers to Stony Brook Also,
the fieldhouse will have six more squash
courts behind the new main lobby. The
current lobby will be converted to strictly
an emergency exit. Of interest to intra-
mural sports enthusiasts, the intramural
officeswill relocate to the lower level of the
new facility. Undoubtedly, the varsity
athletic teams will benefit from the six new
separate team locker rooms built into the
addition. The new athletic training com-
plex includes a training room with electro
and hydro therapy, ie., whirlpools and

heatlamps. .

At this point in time, Von Mechow was
unsure if the freeweight room and physical
therapy areas would be restricted to
students that participate on organized
sports teams.

Realistically, “‘a trainer must be present
at all times when weightlifting is being done
and these machines are being operated, I
don’t know if the facilites will be available to
all students.” However, physical education
classes will most likely be scheduled in the
new fieldhouse as early as this fall

Certainly, the Indoor Sports Complex is
no longer an eyesore under construction,
but an eagerly awaited athletic center.
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—Viewpoint

- Gender Myth

It is a valid point to ask if the "opposite
sex" is an improper phrase to use, then how
should we describe the exsisting relationship
between the two sexes. My answer is that we
perhaps should use a moderate phrase. One
possible canidate is “"complementary sex,”
which I feel is a more accurate description,
since it conveys the idea that men and women

by Raymond Iryami be avoided--just like communisis!!

How many times have you heard the g s ynfortunate, but it is clear that such
phrase,"the opposite sex"! This is a widely unnecessary fear, mistrust, and intimidation
used phrase used repeatedly to describe the ;o jominant during the wonder years, which.
relation of one sex to the other. ;

But in fact, the opposite sex is a misnomer,
which only contributes to the level of distrust,

zlt(;msl::;;o?x; o:::;dsogi(::iromanon petween the But mn f aCt; the are united by a long set of common

ith " i i i - . characteristics, which must work together, to

Ha N et ‘the D st b OPPOSlte IS a fill the missing elements of cach respective
sex”, is the word “opposite™. Every sense of the misnome r, which cox

word has a mnegative connotaion: contrary, _ . . ths and years past, we have

e, ot i e e e Only contributes  to witi;nesst:: trltll:nruiting oty the I')'Iron Curtain”,

f:li: ll?eaientl::m}:)sl;ra]::t .}:;r;isizottextfxefgeo?;: the level of distr ust, and realized what was considered 10 thbe ;m

intimi / "Evi ire” i t really evil as we thought.

very first time--thirteen year old boys and intimidation, and }f:;; E;?Pl':—is liss n&e r:es:lt of sood. will ind

Bemocrats and_ Republioans run opposits sacn  CONfrontation trust amoung the nations of the world. Fear of

i i much of the anti-

O ekite of demonmaon the laer. boing  good. between the two ::k;fnm‘;if:n‘:w:ent‘i:;‘;ﬁ: in uthe United States

i - ;i i d, . . : .

e former dt?mocracy the latier. being goo sexes In our SOClety Well, isa't it time to educate the youngsters at

and former being bad. »

i i rtant, whether these - are an early age not to fear the other'half of the
accltzratles E:t nloril.lwhat matters is that the wo.rld, jx.lst because they are of a dtxtt;ferem sex?
"opposite”, describe parties which disagree m——————————————————— Using dxfferffnt‘ words n;ay nolt) be the f;sw?tg
with one another, and are in constant battle for only adds to the difficulty of the already 2ll the ‘ex.SISUITg prob ems .?ween e f“"
power.Given this image of opposites, the arduous -difficult task of starting and Sexes, bit it might be a signi lcant part of 1t
thirteen year olds will undoubtedly reach the maintainimg any kind of intersexual and we would be fools not to try it
conclusion, that the opposite sex is bad, and t0 relationship, throughout the adulthood years.

EROS | Dear EROS:_

T ' ' ' i hat you can't get
™ Room 119 | My boyfriend told me t .
. | ’ pregnant during your period. My friends tell ] ) sclmsltz:‘lll':;SL OF MEDICINE
=\ Inﬁl'mary ‘ me that you can. Can you help? T Smericen 1,'(:le : i
632 6450 i -Confused « Approximately 1400 grad are doing internships and residencies or are li d
= b : and in privaie pciice throughont the U.S.A. ,
VETERINARY MEDICINE
¢ American Veterinary Schoo! Curriculum .
« Listed in AVMA Directory. Only foreign vet achool doing clinical rotations in U.S.A.
* We are affiliated with U.S. Veterinary schools
« Approximately 300 graduste D.V.M.'s are in private practice throughout the U.S.A.
In the event you are sot accepled to a U.S. Medical or Veterlaary School
of your choice, ROSS Is your Best Alternative!
Now pting applications for both achools for Spring, Fall, & Winter semesters. Places
. are still available for Sept. '90 veterinary class and June/October ‘90 medicai class.
Dear Confustad. . L. International Education Admissions, Inc.
Your friends are right. Though it is rare 460 W 34th Street, NYC 10091 (212) 279-5500
to become pregnant during your period, it is

dangerous to count on menstruation as a form

: of birth control. Vaginal bleeding may have
@ ; another cause, such as hormonal imbalance or a

ROSS UNIVERSITY

\

cervical irritation. Ovulation, the most likely
time to get pregnant, can happen at the same
time as bleeding.

Stop by the EROS office. A counselor will

Hampton House

— — be glad to go over the various forms of birth . ha 7]
= | coneor i o Shares Available

-EROS

Pool, Jacuzzi, Large Deck,
All Utifities and Cleaning Service

A PROJECT OF
NATIONAL WILDLIFE
FEDERATION

Earth Day - Every Day
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Billy Capozzi/ The Fannie Brice Theater
Present

3

) Wé’r‘c A1l In This Together
J2yj2bo], SIy] UL 114 24.2M

{3

Live in Concert

(?O \

VOB RID 1%

In conjunction with the Student Action Coalition
for Animals

Friday, April 27th
and Saturday April 28th
at 9 p.m.

(also appearing Joe Silver)
S4 at the door

Vacilation

Jean Rousseau documents signed by an M.D,,

before they register for classes.

“Up to March 2nd, only 265
students out of 2200 presently
have proof of immunity against
measles, mumps and rubella
(German Measles),” states Dr.
Rachel Bergensen director of
USB's Student Health Service.
All the entering freshman and
current students that will start
their second year by 1990 fall

term have to show this proof uf
this immunity by April lIst,
otherwise their pre-registration
will be blocked.

This drastic measure - is
implemented to oblige students
to conform to the New York State
public health law 2165 that
requires all new post-secondary
school students born after
January 1957 to show proof of
immuntiy to the three viruses

The law takes effect August 1st,

and requires that juniors,
seniors, transfer  students,
graduate students,and part-time
students taking six or more.

credits, show proof of immunity
to the diseases by August 1st
1991.

The proof of immuntiy must
consist of a medical history with
the appropriate immunization

and must be on file in order to
register.

The fall term may become an
administrative mess. At this
point signs informing students,
and free vacines have been
provided. No special "vaccine
drive" or .any unusual efforts are
so far planned to respond to the
needs of the student community.
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White Niggers of America

Jean Rousseau

Niggers. An offensive word that
brings memories of slavery and racism.
Thirty years ago, blatant segregation was a
daily reality in the United States. It took the
civil rights movement and leaders like Martin
Luther King to reappraise human dignity for
all. Another significant event of this period
was the decoionization of Africa where
suddenly, the old masters were sent back
home.

The feeling of exploitation and
injustice felt so strongly by black Americans
and oppressed people of Africa was also
shared by the white niggers of America, the
French-speaking Québecois (I will refer to
them as Québécois). Coined by Pierre
Valieres, a committed Québec writer, the
appellation white nigger came at a time
when the Watts riots took place in Los
Angeles and when bombs exploded in
Québec. The suffering of black Americans
and Québécois was not comparable, but the
powerful analogy crystallized the anger of
many Québécois of being second class
citizens in a developed country like Canada.
The awakening of a collective
consciousness needed such symbols.

Predominantly white Catholics, many
Québécois are the descendants of French
settiers. Though defeated by the British
troops in 1759, they managed to retain their
language and some institutions. The
Québec act of 1774 recognized their religion
and French civil laws but maintained British
criminal laws. {This was one of the
intolerable acts denounced by the first
congress of American colonies.)

The French-speaking citizens of
Canada formed the majority of the
population at that time. Through
assimilation policies and English
immigration, French-Canadians  were
reduced to an ethnic minority and found
themselves confined mostly to the province
of Québec. Located just north of New York
state, Québec has presently a population of
6.5 million people, where 5.5 million are
Francophone and 1 million are Anglophone.
The overall population of Canada is 26

million.

In the 60's, the alienation of
Québécois was at its height. They were told
to speak white (read: English) if they dared
to express themselves in French in some
Anglophone communities. The owners and
bosses of most of the companies were
Anglophone; the Québécois were confined
to blue collar or clerical jobs, with little
chances of promotion. Economic
'development was also etnically biased in the
Canadian federation. The province of
Ontario has always been a politically
influential province and was favored in its
industrial expansion. A diversified industrial
base, including a strong auto manufacturing
sector insured Ontario of a weaith that made
other provinces envious. By comparison,
the economic status of Québec approached
that of a third world country. With important
natural resources such as hydro-electricity,
pulp and paper, and mining, primary
industries were numerous, but the
transformation of these resources in Québec
was small. The ownership of these firms
was in the hands of foreign investors who
rarely reinvested profits in Québec. This
had to change.
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The election in 1960 of the Québec
Liberal party was the opportunity.
Sweeping reforms took place. Free healt.h
care for everybody was implemented in
1961. The next year, the first step towards
economic liberation took place when ghe
privately owned companies producing
electricity were nationalized. In 1963, the
"Société général de financement® was
created to provide the capital for businesses
which could only be obtained outside the
country. The institution of the minister of
education in 1964 extended free
accessibility to the school system up to the
pre-university level.

This ebullient period of Québec
history was called,. in what may seem
contradictory, the quiet revolution. Other
expressions also appeared during that
period: Québécois for French-Canadian and
Québec state instead of province of
Québec. This just reflected the evident fact
that Québec has a distinct identity and that
its people felt sufficiently different from their
neighbors. This was not the case of Anglo-
Canadians who still suffer a sharp problem

of cultural identity, with United States
especially. '

Sure of themselves and
remembering their past of
white niggers, Québécois
may soon join the rank of the
world’s nations.

The role of leaders assumed by the
Québec government and its public
administration led to many confrontations
with the federal government. Even with a
constitution adopted in 1867 by the British
parliament which defines the respective
jurisdictions of the federal and the provincial
governments, many gray zones persist. The
evolution of the needs of a state has created
new spheres of activity that were not
imagined when this constitution was written.
There was also the enormous spending
power of the federal government that would
be used to impose programs on the rest of
the country in domains that would be of
provincial competency, regardless of the
provinces’ positions. The centralist power
clashes frequently with the priorities of each
province, and especially with Québec in the
matters of education, social services,
economic development, culfure,
communication and foreign relations.

All major Québec parties were
federalist at the beginning of the 60’s, i.e.,
they believed in the pertinency of a federal
government and its representative role in
the interests of all Canadians. By the end of
the 60's, all these parties flited with
nationalist ideals without going to the point
of declaring themselves in favor of
independence. This step was cleared in
1968 by the creation of the party Québécois
which advocated the formation of an
independent state with the capacity of
having its own currency, its own embassies
and total power over the levying of the
income taxes among other things. As years
passed, this party  de-emphasized
independence and proposed instead the
concept of sovereignty-association, which
consists of having the prerogatives of an

independent state but with the delegation of
some power to a federal structure that
would unit Québec and the rest of the
country on a basis similar to the European
economic community.

Outside the political centers, the
nationalistic mood was relieved by artists
and intellectuals. For some people, the
auest for independence was too slow and
the reforms proposed would not change the
basic inequalities of the society. To
denounce the role of the federal
government, bombs exploded in mailboxes,
symbol of the federal authority. The worst
happened when the Québec miniswr w:
labor, Pierre Laporte, and a British diplomat
were kidnapped in October 1970. Facing
social unrest and feeling that Québec police
were not prepared to face what appeared to
be a very well organized group, the Québec
government of Premier Robert Bourassa
asked the Prime minister of Canada, Pierre
Elliot T