BROWN UNIVERSITY

MARTHA SHARP JOUKOWSKY

T B

K i

s es

&

- PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND
CATHOLUIGUE DE LOUVAIN — LOUVAIN-LA-NEUVE - BELGIUM
1986




[t'tram

a _ Minor

AR iwes R
ﬁRMtau:n Tde M £ 4

VI- == ~ - =] et g l/'ﬂ ,ﬂ;ﬁunz Flu ‘ﬁnt’- 0
= = S e ;

a -
Gordivoome o
Zudiofio leis

] D”".'//‘”“mm Midovm ‘-

,;;,._"’ Iﬂ-/ Yy naws Nacobea

€t\ Mywﬂ,’nn os ﬁy’i‘;y,,&('a %,a“‘_m

@ Hy 'rcanﬂ-}tc

drnzarn Jn,,, -
06(;414 }’ery e

PO o L

ﬂo\u\q-ﬂ Tﬁiatzra
)uum

Magri‘é’ﬁd X >,
Spylem

g Pa(faﬁu‘/a‘I A— M A G Nﬁ
"g‘ AR : ¥ & r:/a;lu b
el 02 M b oppN - ,w‘/,,
3P iy g

'e
oo
“Antrochia f (v
ad MMetandrum -
Y mz

Elc zop0lis %

A,lp /(4 l“a .‘#lﬁﬂ&/ﬁ:n:a& ?
) artdé/.m Budon a Ca dFt
A’Z anga/a Mz é e (y ;

LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY#
PENNSYLVANIA

zon _m Alabanda

S ntanu.\g

A R I

2 Mndel a )
’;:;Za &Pc({% ﬁ.Aluul;l 4,

= ryan.{g
?M,zf./; s ?} b
o i

L4




NTYV S G

o
ﬁeni bz O&&

-Q".‘.'-l =38
% ; A>
Che B T fosdn
lichroje o/

Ru:XEh S

?{9:3#

AL A JTICVS \g=2,
1,

Vearawoarva ()’, :
K % P

P

dra h_/:w

—

o= Lt BRI YO = = = e b S

HMeloa Fl,

T % . R2ve
HARE PAIPHVIIUIE-

i, e
SEe 0 o . S @ O

I&(nh:}w‘u‘:

RRANKEKI

NN TR







These volumes are affectionately dedicated to
Artemis A. W. Joukowsky

with respect, admiration, and love for thirty years.
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Foreword

The exploration and excavation of ancient
Aphrodisias in Caria were launched in July 1961,
following a brief investigative 1959 visit, under the
aegis of New York University and its Department
of Classics. Intended as an initial enterprise within
a more ambitious archaeological scheme conceived
as the « Anatolian Research Project », by the late
Professor Jotham Johnson (then departmental
chairman), the investigations originally and logically
enough focused on the impressive, monumental
Graeco-Roman remains and classical history of the
Carian city, and, more particularly, the output of
its already recognized school of sculpture. However,
it became rapidly apparent during the initial 1961
campaign that significant archaeological information
concerning the preclassical antecedents of the site
was also available, all the more interesting as the
prehistory of southwestern Anatolia was then practi-
cally terra incognita. Indeed, the presence of an
unusual, conical hill in the southeastern sector of
the Graeco-Roman and Byzantine city, labelled
« acropolis » by early excavators! and endowed
with the buried remains of a late Hellenistic theatre
on its east slope, suggested a habitation mound or a
héyiik. Although some doubted such a possibility at
first, a brief sondage on the top of the hillock
reinforced belief in its ar:ificial origins. Subse-
quently, stray discoveries of lithic and suitable ce-
ramic material on or near the « acropolis » further
sustained this theory. In 1962, upon our invitation
and with a grant from the Wenner-Gren Founda-
tion, Professor Jacques Bordaz (then of New York
University) undertook a short survey in and about
Aphrodisias in search of additional relevant evi-
dence. Though no other clear surface trace of early
habitation was discovered in the vicinity of the site,
his examination of the recovered material confirmed
the probability of prehistoric settlements at Aphro-
disias itself, dating back to Chalcolithic times, if

not earlier.

Actual excavations aimed at producing more
specific and stratified evidence from the « acro-
polis » were inaugurated in 1966 at the southwest-
ern base of the hill, thanks to a grant from the
National Geographic Society, which continued to
support the project generously in subsequent years.
Miss Stephanie Page was entrusted with their super-
vision. More extensive and intensive trenches were
then begun in 1967 on the upper west slope of the
« acropolis », which preserved few monumental re-
mains of the Graeco-Roman-Byzantine city and in an
area immediately to the east, labelled « Pekmez ».
Between that date and 1974, Mrs. Barbara Kadish
and several collaborators supervised these investiga-
tions. The wealth of material datable to various
phases of the Bronze Age as well as to the Chalco-
lithic period recovered and recorded in this interval
eventually demanded a thorough study, examination,
evaluation and interpretation. This enormous task
was entrusted in 1975 to Martha S. Joukowsky.
During the past eight years, she and her collabora-
tors dedicated their energies unstintedly to this pains-
taking, often thankless work both at Aphrodisias
and at home. The results are the present volumes.

To write a foreword to such a momentous work is
not an easy task. Indeed, the obviously intimate
involvement of this writer with the Aphrodisias
excavations and a long-standing, precious friendship
with its author (as well as several of her collaborators)
require a certain tact and doigté in expressions. Yet, it
is surely thanks to these factors that such extraordi-
nary research and study were successfully achieved by
Dr. Joukowsky. The laborious process of bringing the
Aphrodisias prehistoric settlements into full scholarly
perspective could only have been achieved through
shared ideals and interests, as well as rare commit-
ment and affection. Despite all kinds of pressures,
« Marti’s » tremendous and infectious enthusiasm for
her work never wavered. It is, therefore, not surpris-
ing that she produced such a remarkable evaluation



10 Foreword

of prehistoric Aphrodisias which is of unusual signifi-
cance to our knowledge of ancient Anatolia. The
scholarly and archaeological world will long be in her
debt for her most judicious analyses, laborious
examination and recording of all the relevant Aphro-
disias evidence and her thought-provoking conclu-
sions. From one who first believed in prehistoric
Aphrodisias to another who brought into proper
focus its full impact, only deep admiration, heartfelt
gratitude and congratulations can be expressed.

No archaeological enterprises can be free of
shortcomings or differences of opinion. Elaborating
on Sir Mortimer Wheeler’s leitmotif, it is worth
remembering that archaeologists, who are « digging
up, not things, but people » are ... people themselves.
Yet, a sense of purpose and vision should never be
obliterated from the collaborative efforts of archae-
ology. Consequently, it is with sincere appreciation
that the labors and contributions of a// who helped
to explore the prehistoric past of Aphrodisias on or
off the field since 1961 and made this volume
possible, archaeologists, trench-supervisors, draughts-

men, conservators, surveyors, architects, analysts of
all kinds, technicians and specialists as well as
foremen, workmen, printers and typesetters, are
hereby gratefully acknowledged.

Last but not least, the cooperation of the Gen-
eral-Directorate of Antiquities and Museums of The
Republic of Turkey and the contributions of many
donors, private or corporate must be duly registered.
Above all the continued interest and assistance of the
National Geographic Society and its Committee for
Research and Exploration (particularly the late Drs.
Leonard Carmichael and Melville B. Grosvernor,
Dr. Melvin M. Payne and Dr. Edwin W. Snider
have been great sources of strength and encourage-
ment). Without their help and support, Prehistoric
Aphrodisias could not have become a reality.

Aphrodisias, August 1984

Kenan T. Erim

Director, Aphrodisias Excavations
Professor of Classics,
New York University



Preface

The current volume is devoted to a subject that
has been a major interest of mine since graduate
studies at the Université de Paris I Panthéon-Sor-
bonne, U.E.R. d’Art et Archéologie where 1 pre-
pared my doctoral dissertation under the guidance of
the late Jean Deshayes and Jean-Louis Huot. The
purpose of this book is to describe the excavations
of prehistoric Aphrodisias, a research whose tradi-
tion had been firmly established in me by the people
with whom I have worked both at home and in the
field : in Lebanon 1968-1973, James B. Pritchard,
Dimitri Baramki, and the late Roger Saidah ; in
Hong Kong 1972-1974, Solomon Bard, James Watt,
Richard Englehardt ; in Turkey 1975-1982, Kenan T.
Erim and Anna S. Benjamin ; in Sicily 1982-1983, R.
Ross Holloway, Rolf Winkes, Susan S. Lukesh ; and
at home, Tony Hackens, Oscar White Muscarella,
and others. My dissertation was centered around the
Late Chalcolithic aspects of Aphrodisias... and
above all else, I have made every attempt to incorpo-
rate the ideas and learn from the suggestions and
criticisms of this earlier work by the scholars who
served on the jury, including Jean-Louis Huot, Mach-
teld J. Mellink, Winfried Orthmann, René Treuil,
Jacques Tixier, and Kenan T. Erim. However, none
of these individuals should be held in account, for
this volume is my own doing — the exploration,
investigation, analysis and interpretation of the vast
corpus of stratigraphy, artifacts, and architecture, as
well as my concept of the chronology of prehistoric
Aphrodisias, including the Chalcolithic, Bronze and
Iron Ages.

Sponsors

The Aphrodisias excavations have been con-
ducted under the aegis of New York University.
Over the years, since their inception, they have been
generously supported by the Committee for Research
and Exploration of the National Geographic Society,

Washington D.C. A number of organizations have
also given their support to the work at the site,
including the Wenner-Gren Foundation, the Old Do-
minion Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion, the Ford Foundation, the Vincent Astor Founda-
tion, the National Science Foundation of the United
States, the Charles E. Merrill Trust, the Robert
Owen Lehmann Foundation, the Irvine Foundation,
the Anne S. Richardson Fund, the Littauer Founda-
tion, the American Research Institute in Turkey,
Dumbarton Oaks, the National Endowment for the
Humanities (through its matching funds program),
the American Association of the Friends of Aphro-
disias, and numerous private donors.

Staff

Archaeological findings are a direct result of a
dedicated working team of people, each responsible
for some aspect of recovery, such as surveying,
drawing balk sections, photography, maintaining the
catalogue and a myriad of other tasks. Under the
leadership of K.T. Erim, Professor of Classics, New
York University, Washington Square, New York, Di-
rector of the Aphrodisias Excavations, the following
members of the staff were involved with prehistoric
research and excavations. In 1962, Jacques Bordaz
(then of New York University, presently of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania) served as Consultant and
collaborator for the prehistoric survey of Aphrodis-
ias, its environs, and the Dandalas Valley. From
1967 to 1970, and again in 1972, Barbara Kadish,
was appointed Field Assistant to supervise the pre-
historic excavations.

Other members of the staff included : 1966 and
1970, Dr. Alois Machatschek of the Technische
Hochschule, Vienna ; 1966-1967, Mr. Wolfgang
Klien ; 1966, Stephanie Page ; 1967, Lorraine Wil-
liams and Jocelyn Beeley ; 1967-1968, Emmerich
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Schraml ; and from 1968-1972, Karen Flinn. In 1968,
staff members were Karen Rubinson, Robert Di
Bennardo, Giill Wines, Jane McLaughlin, Franz
Neuwirth, Gilinther Stanzl, Anna S. Benjamin, and
Dexter Perkins Jr. as Consultant for the analysis of
faunal remains. In 1969, the staff included : Fried-
mund Hueber, Horst Hambruch, Wolfgang Hohnl,
Stuart Y. Smyth, Joanna Preston and Elizabeth Pye ;
in 1970, Ute Winischhofer, Ewald Miihlmeier, Mario
Schwartz (also in 1972), Marsha Levine, Nancy Tous-
ley, Shirley Marciano and Joan Silverman ; in 1971,
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hesse, Sam Mild, Charles White,
Joan Silverman, Mr. and Mrs Ewald Miihlmeier and
Ellen Epstein ; in both 1971 and 1972, Patty Gersten-
blith, Mark Lesky, Ronald Marchese (also in 1974) ;
also in 1972, Charles Gates, Marie-Henriette Carré ;
and in 1974, Orhan Girman.

The research staff during the years 1975-1982 in-
cluded : 1975-1985, Martha S. Joukowsky ; 1976-
1979, Anna S. Benjamin ; 1976-1978 and 1980-1981,
Nina Joukowsky ; 1977-1981, Sheila J. Ehlinger ;
1979, Janet Macht ; 1981-1982, Jeannine Léon Leur-
quin ; and in 1982, Sikri Til.

During the years of prehistoric excavations and
research, the following representatives of the General
Directorate of Antiquities and Museums of the Re-
public of Turkey included : 1966, Mr. Ilhan Aksit ;
1967, Mr. Aykut Ozet ; 1968-1969, Mr. Siimer Ata-
soy ; 1970, Miss Sevim Islek ; 1971 and 1974, Mr. Ali
Kilickaya ; 1972, Mr. Liitfi Salmansar ; 1973, Mr.
Orhan Giirman and Mr. Selcuk Baser and Mr. Ali
Kilickaya ; 1975, Mr. Atilla Tulga, Mr. Ali Once and
Mr. Erol Cakir ; 1976, Mr. Atilla Tulga, Mr. Giir
Karasu and Mr. Kadir Yanik ; 1977, Mr. ismet Alge-
dik, Mr. Giiray Yasa, and Mr. Altan Tiire ; 1978,
Mr. Atilla Tulga ; 1979-1980 and 1982, Mr. AKkif
Gaffaroglu ; and in 1981-1982, Mr. Tahsin Sezer.

Between 1966 and 1977, Mr. Reha Arican ably
assisted the prehistoric excavations in the restoration
and conservation of artifacts.

The valuable cooperation and assistance of the
Republic of Turkey General Directorate of Antiqui-
ties and Museums, Ministry of Culture is gratefully
acknowledged. Those to whom particular mention
must be made include : Vice-Minister Mehmet On-
der ; Director-Generals Hikmet Giirgay, Ciineyt Olger
and Nurettin Yardimci ; and Deputy Directors Bur-
han Tezcan, Aykut Ozet, Cetin Anlagan, Nadir Avci
and Tanju Ozoral. In recent years, Mr. Kudret Ata

has been the Director of the Excavations Section in
the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

Finally all those variously involved in the original
photographic coverage of the site are : Mr. M. Ali
Dégenci of the Tirk Tarih Kurumu, Julian and Eun-
ice Whittlesey, and Cevat Erder of the Middle East
Technical University, and Jonathan Blair, Adam
Woolfit and David Brill for the National Geographic
Society.

Substantial attention is being paid to the site as a
national monument and as a contribution to the
tourism of Turkey. The General Directorate of Anti-
quities and Museums of Turkey in 1979 initiated the
construction of the Aphrodisias Museum on the site,
constructed with the generous assistance of the Na-
tional Geographic Society and private donors. In
addition to its many sculpture galleries, it features a
small-finds hall in which two cases are devoted to
prehistoric objects. Most of the artifacts have been
deposited in the museum storerooms, where interested
students may apply to the Director for the necessary
authorization to study them.

Preliminary Comments

In 1975, K.T. Erim had to limit work at Aphro-
disias to the area of greatest need — the classical
excavations. No longer could prehistoric excavation
and research be financially supported. He asked me
to spend some time at the site to formulate what
could be done to document the prehistoric excava-
tions. After the first season, I realized this was a
rescue operation — for there was no doubt that the
final publication would not be undertaken by the
original excavators, for various reasons. Thus I re-
searched, co-ordinated the specialist analyses of the
site, and have written these volumes despite the fact
that I did not excavate prehistoric Aphrodisias.

I had a choice to either do this or face the proba-
bility that its analysis would be abandoned entirely.
On the other hand, I considered that an independent
study of the material evidence might have a signifi-
cant effect for the rethinking of the problems of the
site. I have applied a different set of criteria —
different from the process by which the original ex-
cavators recognized and described them. Exploring
the stratigraphy, for example, has given us an earlier
settlement at the site than was suspected ; further,
the cross-trench plans have indicated two partial



megaron-type buildings not identified before, and so
forth.

Now, as I look back on the mid-1970s, it seems
clear that my own feelings maintained a critical atti-
tude toward archaeologists who excavated but did
not publish within a reasonable time period. Having
then excavated for a decade, I identified myself with
the current attitude of protest and with those who
made excavation results part of the public record.
Hence, I accepted the challenge for the analysis and
publication of the Aphrodisias prehistoric findings,
an acceptance based on my own beliefs — that it
would be wasteful and irresponsible for me to do
otherwise. So in early 1976, overwhelming mountains
of files were moved into my New York apartment
where a closet-room was converted into an office,
and work began. Unfortunately there were no gener-
ous grants to keep me away from teaching and so
the research had to be carried out time-permitting,
around my other commitments as well as those of
contributing scholars.
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correct spellings of Turkish names — including geographi-
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3. View of the Temple of Aphrodite, and behind the Acropolis mound from the Stadium looking S (Photo : the author).
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4. Map of Anatolia designating the relative positions of sites and cities. Base map : Hallwag 1:3,000,000 (1976/1977)
(Adapted by Mary G. Winkes).

MAP DESIGNATING THE RELATIVE POSITION OF SITES AND CITIES

1. Aphrodisias 13. Sardis 25. Melos

2. Beycesultan 14. Hacilar 26. Ankara

3. Kusura 15. Mersin 27. Istanbul

4. Karatas-Semayiik 16. Tarsus 28. lasos

5. Medet and Solmaz 17. Hamidiye 29. Gordion

6. Heraion and Tigani (Samos) 18. Saliagos 30. Eskisehir

7. Izmir (Smyrna) 19. Aghio Galo 31. Fikirtepe

8. Thermi (Lesbos) 20. Emporio 32. Ephesos (Efes)
9. Yortan 21. Kilia 33. Miletos

10. Troy, Kum Tepe, Besiktepe 22. Demirci Hiiyiik 34. Catal Hiiyiik
11. Poliochni 23. Yenikoy 35. Can Hasan
12. Karacasu 24. Knossos 36. Pergamon



PART 1

THE SITE

RESEARCH - EXCAVATIONS - METHODS

=== %10

S. Prehistoric Trenches - A. Acropolis trenches, B. Pekmez trenches, C. Kuskalesi trenches.
Numbers on the site plan refer to the positions of classical architectural components :
1. Temple of Aphrodite, 2. Bishop’s Palace and Odeion, 3. North Temenos Complex, 4. Agora, 5. Baths and Portico of Tiberias,
6. Acropolis and Theater, 7. Basilica, 8. Gymnasium, 9. Stadium, 10. Tomb of Ibrahim, 11. Aqueduct and City Gate, 12. Southeast
City Gate, 13. Propylon, 14. Nympheum, 15. Aphrodisias Museum, 16. Theater Baths, 17. Monumental Gate, 18. Sebasteon.
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6. The Acropolis Mound ; North-South Section. Base section : P. Gaudin
(Redrawn by Mary G. Winkes).
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7. Map of the Dandalas Valley. Base Map : Biiyiik Menderes Bélgesi
ve Civarinin Morfolojik Haritasi, Fig. 2 (Adapted by Mary G. Winkes).
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« This one city I have taken for my own out of all of
Asia. I wish these people to be protected as my own
townsmen. »

Octavian (Augustus).

Trans. J. REYNOLDS (1982:96).

THEATRE

GYMNASIUM

THE SITE

Location

Aphrodisias (37° 43’ N Latitude, 28° 48’ E Longi-
tude) lies on a fertile plain in the valley of the Dandalas
River (the ancient Morsynos, also referred to as the
Orsinos), which is a southern tributary of the Upper or
Great Maeander River of the Biiyiik Menderes, as it is
known in Turkish (Figures 4, 7, 11). It is located approx-
imately 230 km southeast of the modern port of Izmir in
the vilayet of Aydin (ancient Tralles) near the town of
Karacasu. Until the Turkish government decree in 1979,
the small modern hamlet known as Geyre was situated
on the ancient site. For the protection of Aphrodisias’
ancient legacy, the Turkish government has relocated and
rebuilt homes for the old village farming community in
an area (known as New Geyre) approximately 1 km to
the west.

The elevation of this region is high ; Aphrodisias
lies some 600 m above sea level. To its north, the site is
guarded by the western mountain slopes of the Salbakos
or Baba Dag (« Father Mountain » as it is known in
English), which ranges to a height of 2308 m.

Topography

Topographically the 494 hectare (200 acre) site of
Aphrodisias (Figures 5, 12) is relatively flat. Writing in
1839, C. Fellows (1852:251) observed :

« Aphrodisias is not in appearance the site of an
ancient Greek city ; it lies low, and its principal
buildings are not, as usual, elevated above the rest of
the town. »

Above the remains of the vast classical metropolis
stand two conical mounds which are located in the central
south and southeastern portions of the site, (Figure 5,
Areas A and B). The larger of these is known as the
Acropolis (Figures 3, 6, 60), which rises steeply on its
north and west sides from the surrounding plain, reaching
a maximum height of approximately 24 m from an
approximate base diameter of 125 m. The east and a
portion of the south side have been disturbed by a well-
preserved theater and baths of the Roman period. This
mound is not an Acropolis in the true sense. It was so
named by the Frenchman, Paul Gaudin. In 1966, the
Acropolis mound was surveyed by Alois Machatschek ; its
topographic map was redrawn in 1969 by the Austrian
architects H. Hambruch, W. Hoéhnl and F. Hueber of the
Technische Hochschule, Vienna (Figure 5). This map is
presented in the American Journal of Archaeology (Ka-
dish 1971:122, Ill. I) ; it has been redrawn and imple-
mented for this volume (Figure 61).

To the east of the Acropolis, separated by a saddle of
land, lies the Pekmez mound (Figure 5, Area B), which
gradually inclines to an approximate height of 13 m from a
base diameter of roughly 125 m. « Pekmez » was named
by K. T. Erim from a Turkish jellied grape extract which
modern villagers used to process in reconverted Roman
sarcophagi on this hoyilik. The present day appearance of
this site is represented on Figure 19, and a partial
topographic map is shown on Figure 20. On the flat plain,
a short distance southwest of the Acropolis, is a third area
known as Kuskalesi (‘bird tower’ in English), where
prehistoric remains have also been excavated (Figure 5,
Area C).
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8. Medium scale aerial view of Aphrodisias (Photo : J. Whittlesey).

The slopes of both the Acropolis and Pekmez
mounds and the fields that surround these areas today
have been disturbed by ancient and modern home-
owners who have cut rubbish pits and house founda-
tions, and have harvested crops on the deposits which
lie below. In addition, the area is beset with frequent
earthquakes. These disturbances can be visualized by
referring to the aerial photographs found on Figures
8, 12 and 17.

Through the expropriation of the land by the Turk-
ish government, Kugkalesi, the Pekmez and Acropolis
mounds, as well as other portions of the site, have been
freed for excavation. Evidence of successive and heavy
occupations from the prehistoric period onward indicates
that these three areas were centers of activity throughout
the history of the site. This prehistoric area lies within a
massive Byzantine fortification wall, (3.5 km in length),
which is clearly visible as it surrounds the site (Figure 12).




The Name of the Site'

It is not until quite late in the Hellenistic period that
the name « Aphrodisias », from the Greek name of the
goddess of the principal shrine, Aphrodite, is attested for
the city. The earliest reference in a literary source,?
Appian, Civil Wars 1, 453-5 (ed. Gabba p. 265-7), con-
cerns an oracle of Delphi delivered to Sulla, probably
soon after his invasion of Greece, in about 87 B.C. In
this he was instructed to dedicate an axe to Aphrodite
« where is the mighty town of the Carians, who dwell in
the place named after Aphrodite ». It is significant that
the oracle also refers to the mythological descent of the
Romans from Aeneas, son of Aphrodite. For the city was
to experience its great rise in size and prosperity primarily
as a result of the favor of the Roman rulers, beginning
with Sulla, Caesar and the triumvirs in the Republic and
continuing with the emperors.3

A series of inscribed documents from the late Helle-
nistic period naming Aphrodisias came to light in the
excavations of the theater, and they have recently been
published as nos. 1-5 and 7 in Joyce Reynolds’ Aphrodis-
ias and Rome.* The earliest of these which is explicitly
dated (no. 2) belongs to 88 B.C., about the same time as
the oracle mentioned above. But no. 1, a treaty of
alliance between Plarasa/Aphrodisias and the Carian
cities Cibyra and Tabae, is dated by the editor on the
basis of its lettering to the late 2nd century B.C. In all of
these documents Aphrodisias appears as part of the joint
city (« sympolity ») Plarasa/Aphrodisias, and indeed as
the junior part. All coins of Aphrodisias from the late
Hellenistic and early imperial period are also issued by the
joint entity (MacDonald 1976). Plarasa, a city of little
importance, the site of which has been plausibly located
at Binge¢, about 9 miles south-west of Aphrodisias,
eventually became a mere subdivision of Aphrodisias.’
The fact that Aphrodisias first appears as a city in the
shadow of this place lends considerable weight to the view

1. I owe a great debt to G. J. Toomer of Brown University for reading
my text and supplying the essential corrections and research for this
section.

2. Earlier references to « Aphrodisias » which are sometimes mistakenly
attributed in modern works to Aphrodisias in Caria are shown by the
context to be to other places of the same name, e.g. Livy 33.20 (197
B.C.), which must refer to Aphrodisias in Cilicia.

3. The favor of Rome towards the city and shrine of Aphrodisias is
abundantly attested by inscriptions (see Reynolds 1982). The most
famous literary passage is Tacitus, Annals 3.62, who specifically
refers to Julius Caesar and Augustus.

4. No. 6, a letter of Octavian as triumvir, and no. 8, the so-called
« Senatus consultum de Aphrodisiensibus », which belong to the
same series, are the only Hellenistic inscriptions from Aphrodisias
which have been known much longer, having been copied by Sherard
in the early 18th century.

5. This event appears, on the evidence of the coins, to belong to the
reign of Augustus : see Reynolds 1982:108.
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of L. Robert,6 that its foundation as a polis belongs to
the later 2nd century B.C., i.e. that it is only at this
comparatively late period that the community which had
grown up around the temple (which had been of impor-
tance from a much earlier date) became a self-governing
entity in the Greek sense. There are a number of parallels
in the Hellenistic period for a site which was originally
only of religious importance eventually developing into a
polis. Examples from Caria are Labraunda (temple of
Zeus) and Amyzon (temple of Artemis).’

It is quite possible, then, that the name « Aphrodis-
ias » does not predate the creation of the polis in the later
Hellenistic period. However, since the goddess of the
shrine must undoubtedly have been identified with the
Greek Aphrodite at a much earlier period, the name
« Aphrodisias » too may go back as far as the period of
intense Hellenization of Caria, under the Hecatomnid
dynasty in the 4th century B.C. In any case, before that
name was applied to it, the agglomeration round the
temple (which was not yet a « city » in the Greek sense)
was presumably called by an indigenous name.

What that name was is doubtful. The only evidence
on the topic is supplied by Stephanus of Byzantium, a
late and often unreliable compiler of a work on the
correct forms of geographical names. He writes as fol-
lows :8 « Ninoe, Aphrodisias in Caria, founded by the
Pelasgian Leleges. And it was called « City of the
Leleges ». Then it was called « Great city » (MgydAn
noAlg). Then « Ninoe », after « Ninos ». Of these names,
the only one worth consideration is « Ninoe ». All of
Stephanus’ information must have come from the work
of a local historian, plausibly conjectured to be Apollo-
nius of Aphrodisias, who probably lived in the imperial
period, and whose work is known almost exclusively from
citations by Stephanus.? « Leleges » was the name tradi-
tionally given by Greeks, beginning with Homer,1° to
various indigenous inhabitants of Asia Minor, including,
but not confined to, Caria.!! Both « city of the Leleges »

6. Expressed e.g. Inscriptions d’Aphrodisias, p. 425.

7. On Amyzon see J. and L. Robert 1983 : especially p. 90-92, 140-41.

8. Stephanus of Byzantium, s.v. Nwon, ed. Meineke 1849:476 (cf. p.
438).

9. The meager fragments of Apollonius of Aphrodisias are collected in
Miiller, Vol. IV, 1851:310-14. The statement of Bean (1971:221),
that Apollonius lived in the 3rd century B.C. and came from Egypt
(whence he concludes that the name « Aphrodisias » goes back to
the 3rd century) stems from a series of misunderstandings. If
Apollonius was indeed an dpywepevg, as stated by Suidas, he was
probably in charge of the local cult of the emperors (on the title
apyepevg see Robert 1966a:414 n.3.

10. Iliad 10.428.

I1. See e.g. Herodotus I, 171 ; Strabo XII1.7.3.; Athenaeus 6, 272,
quoting another local historian of a Carian city, Philip of Thean-
gela « On the Carians and Leleges ».
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and « great city » were probably taken from poems on
Aphrodisias by patriotic Greek bards of the imperial
period, and are irrelevant to the question of the early
name. « Ninoe », however, may be a genuine survival of
an earlier indigenous name for the site. In support of its
genuineness one may note the existence of a cult of Zeus
Nineudios at Aphrodisias.!? If the indigenous name was
indeed Ninoe, it was inevitable that local antiquarians of
a later time, anxious to claim great antiquity for their
city, should connect it with Ninos, an ancient king of
Assyria and a great conqueror in Greek legend.!3 And in
fact recent excavations at Aphrodisias have brought to
light a relief of the 3rd century A.D. in which the hero,
Ninos, explicitly identified as such, is depicted making an
offering near an altar topped by an eagle.!# L. Robert has
aptly adduced the parallel case of Anineta, where Ninos
was also celebrated as founder on imperial coinage.!’
However, one cannot exclude the possibility that the
name « Ninoe » was a back-formation in the late period,
after local patriotism had claimed Ninos as the founder of
the city (starting from the cult of Zeus Nineudios).

Although the name Aphrodisias survived long after
the conversion of the emperor Constantine and the
establishment of Christianity as the official religion of the
empire in the 4th century, the association with the pagan
goddess of love eventually became too much for Christian
sensibilities, and the city’s name was changed to « Stauro-
polis » (« City of the Cross »). It became the seat of the
Metropolitan Bishop of Caria. Hence in Byzantine times
it was often called simply « Caria ». It is under this name
that it referred to by Nicetas Choniates when he records
its sacking by the Seljuk Turks in 1196,!6 one of several
such raids mentioned by Byzantine historians. These
certainly hastened the decline of the city : although it was
still the seat of a Metropolitan as late as the end of the
14th century, it was so poor then that the Patriarch of
Constantinople had to assign it the revenues of other
bishoprics.!” Soon thereafter it must have sunk to the
status of the village which occupied the site in modern
times, whose name alone (« Geyre », presumably derived
from « Caria ») preserved the memory of its former
eminence.

12. See P. Paris and M. Holleaux, 1885:80.

13. See e.g. Diodorus II.1.4 ff.

14. Kenan T. Erim, 1978:324-5.

15. L. Robert, 1980:332-4

16. Nicetae Choniatae Historia ed. Bekker p. 655.
17. See Wittek, 1934:114.

ENVIRONMENT

Many archaeologists attempt to relate the culture of a
site in a functional manner to its environment (Vita-Finzi,
1978). In fact, some of the more recent research con-
ducted is directed to sites and their environmental rela-
tionships. Culture, society and environment are intimately
interwoven into a fabric within which a site, including all
of its socio-economic practices, is patterned. Some theo-
rists have linked sites and culture to geographic or
environmental determinism.

A site activity may be altered, or even initiated by the
environment. For instance, artifact manufacture may be
confined by the type of rock deposits lying nearby. The
environment of the Aphrodisians undoubtedly influenced
their technology and their material culture, but it did not
determine the uses to which the natural resources were
applied. Before turning our attention to the results of
excavation, let us examine various aspects of the site’s
environment — the external world in which the Aphrodis-
ians carried out their activities, i.e., the site itself as a
natural habitat. Even with our imperfect understanding
and uncertain knowledge of the ancient environment and
ecology, we can make some simple observations regarding
these factors.

Geography

Anatolia, the Greek name for Asia Minor, the area
that comprises modern Turkey, is a complex land form
that consists of a peninsula with an interior plateau
surrounded by mountains that gradually fall off to low
lands or to seashores of the Mediterranean, Aegean and
Black Seas, or, to the Turkish straits. Although Turkey
consists of a well-defined geographical area lying at the
westernmost point of the Asian continent, it also includes
a small arm of Europe — a part of the Balkan Peninsula
— which represents 3 % of the country’s area and is
separated from Asiatic Turkey by the Bosphorus, the Sea
of Marmara and the Dardanelles. These narrow straits are
vital to the politics of the area.

The Republic of Turkey is 762,736 square km, plus
9,604 sq. km of marshes and lakes. Its present western
frontier runs from Bulgaria to Greece ; on the east it is
bounded by the U.S.S.R., Iran and Iraq ; on the south-
east by Syria ; and by the Black Sea on the north, the
Mediterranean on the south, and the Aegean to the west.
The seven major regions of the country are diverse. The
Pontic mountains rise in the north and the Taurus
mountains encircle the western and southern parts of the
country. These two ranges meet to form a complex chain
of mountains in the east. Turkey is physically disjointed



by these mountain ranges — it has neither a homogeneous
nor a uniforim geographic character.

Western Anatolia (W of longitude E) is better known
in Europe and the Americas because of its classical
interconnections with Greece and Rome. It is situated in a
strategic geographical position, and since it is the center
of trade and tourism, it is the most « westernized » part
of the country.

Environment 23

The connection between the prehistoric development
and the geography of western Anatolia is both complex
and intimate. The marked east-west alignment of the
extraordinary mountain ranges running from the Central
plateau into the Aegean, render its development peculiar
when compared to the other geographical regions of
Turkey. The Central Massif zone (part of which is known
as the Central Plateau) includes the flat broad valleys and

9. Landsat Image. Scale 1:3,369,000. Courtesy of Eros Data Center, Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey.
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APHRODISIAS .

10. Schematic geological map of the Aphrodisias environs
Drawn by Mark Lesky 1972 (Redrawn by Mary G. Winkes).
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troughs of the Gediz and Maeander Rivers extending
inland approximately 150 km from the Aegean coast. In
the interior of the country, the land becomes higher.

The Aegean coast is long, indented with harbors, and
broken with islands and peninsulas, numerous faults of
rift valleys and cliffs, caves and landlocked bays. The
steep crest line of the Taurus rises above and follows the
coast. Inland access is not easy except at a few points. In
the western part of the country, there are a number of
open plateaus and lakes, but the most important links
between the interior and the coast are along the rivers, for
the southwest, in particular the Maeander. The Maeander
River is 386 km long and flows from the mountains of
southern Phrygia west of Afyonkarahisar taking a wind-
ing course to drain southwest into the Aegean Sea, just
south of the island of Samos. When the snow melts in
spring, the Maeander swells and flows through isolated
plains and steep mountain ranges to the sea. Flooding and
erosion does occur in the alluvial marshlands, plains and
valleys that lie along its course.

Geology

Landsat photograph : Figure 9.
Aerial photographs of the site : Figures 8, 12.
Schematic geological map : Figure 10.

The British Naval Intelligence Report (1945) devoted
to Turkey has served as the source for much of the
following information. Pinar-Erdem and ilhan (1977)
include outlines of the stratigraphy and tectonics of
Turkey.

For millions of years Anatolia has been an intensely
active geological region ; consequently its physical struc-
ture is complex. Among the most ancient rocks are
schists, which were intruded by igneous masses. Sediments
accumulated over this foundation. Some were carbonifer-
ous and created large coal beds ; these were followed in
Permian times by several limestones and sandstones. The
folding that came about in later periods converted some
limestones to marbles, and erosion exposed these deposits
which have been exploited by man since antiquity. From
the time these areas were first settled, they were quarried.
This is particularly true of the marble and blue-gray
limestone belt which extends southwest from Denizli to
Milas and emerges again near Bodrum as well as in the
Dodecanese islands of Cos, Kalymnos, and Leros.

Four major tectonic movements brought about the
extensive uplifting and downfolding that created the
modern topography of Anatolia with its three major
mountain ranges : the Pontic, The Central Massif, and
the Taurus. The first great movement in the late Palaeo-
zoic period formed the Anatolian mass. Numerous chert
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lenses formed from extrusion of submarine lavas. In the
Middle Cretaceous period the second major folding took
place, followed by a third during Middle Tertiary times.
The result was the creation of a stable continental block
in western Turkey. Deformation continued and altered the
Oligocene units in southwestern Anatolia. Thrusting over
Lower Miocene units near Antalya followed (Pinar-Erdem
and ilhan 1977:299-300). It is believed that the last
compression occurred in the Late Miocene or Pliocene
times. Again, movements and fracturing altered Anatolia
to the extent that the entire region rose from sea level to
its current altitude. Today the average height above sea
level is 1240 m, and nearly 85 % of the land is above
500 m. Some of the lowest lying areas are the south and
west coastal plains including Antalya, Adana, and the
Konya basin — a sharp contrast to Mt. Ararat (5165 m)
rising in the east.

Aphrodisias is situated between two mountain ranges.
To the southeast is the Karincali Dag (1699 m) and to its
north-northeast is the Baba Dag, which lies adjacent to
the Cubuk Dag range. The summit of Baba Dag, Akbaba
Tepe, lies ca. 13 km from Aphrodisias; it rises to a
2308 m height. These mountains and the topography of
the Maeander valley are shown on Figure 11.

11. The Maeander Plain ; Modern Towns and Topography.
Base Map : §. Tiil (1980) Plate 11.1 (Redrawn by Mary G.
Winkes).

P. de Tchihatcheff (1853:461-462) writes :

« Ce massif composé de plusieurs chaines, parmi
lesquelles les plus considérables sont le Honas-dagh, le
Zeitoun-dagh et le Baba-dagh, constitue un rempart
dont la direction moyenne est de I’est a I’ouest et la
longueur de pres de dix-sept lieues. »

The botanist, E. Boissier, travelled to the area in
1842 and reports (Barbey 1890:19-20) :

« Pour monter au Cadmus [Baba Dag], on s’éléve
d’abord au sommet de ces collines calcaires qui ne sont
que le penchant de longs contreforts descendus du
Cadmus ; elles forment les montagnes comparative-
ment plus basses et assez étendues, qui sont interposées
entre le plateau de Geyra et les plaines du Méandre...
Tout cet ensemble présentait un aspect sublime que je
n’oublierai jamais. Une petite coquille du genre Pupa
se trouvait partout dans les fentes calcaires de cette
sommité. »

Hills and plateaus constitute other forms of relief in
the valley. Substrata of Karincah Dag are composed of
massifs of gneiss and mica schist of the Palaeozoic
period, that are often cut by later deposits. In the south is
the presence of limestone. In the substrata of Baba Dag
are the same Palaeozoic formations of mica schist, gneiss



and limestone. The high plateaus of the valley contain
limestone and graphite schist with crystalline marble lying
above the limestone strata. The evidence of fossils (Cypri-
deis of Olessa, Candona sp. ilycypris expensa, Cypria) has
led geologists to suggest that the valley took its present
form in the Pleistocene period. The limestones have their
origin in a lake formation, certain alluvial deposits were
formed in the Tertiary era, and the humus belongs to the
Quartenary period. Thus, an assortment of rocks formed
in different periods with different colors and densities lie
along side one another. The region is also characterized
by numerous faults oriented east-west running parallel to
the valley. These are more prominent in Karincali Dag
than in the Baba Dag range. From time to time,
adjustments take place and cause violent earthquakes
(British Naval Intelligence 1945).
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Louis Robert (1954:23, 25-26), who travelled exten-
sively through the area in 1946, was a keen observer of
the Tavas Plain and the mountain-surround.

« Depuis le village d’Avadan, on a une vue saisissante
sur le plateau de Tabai, qui, avec sa bordure monta-
gneuse, est posé devant le regard comme une ma-
quette... c’est comme la scéne d’un thédtre moderne vue
des sieges de I’orchestre ; on reconnait, au fond, les
agglomérations de Yerengiime et de Hirka devant les
montagnes qui sont au pied du Boz Dag ; a Iextrémité
gauche, la région de Vakif et le Baba Dag ; a droite, au
bout du plateau, les fortes hauteurs ou se cache Davas
Kale.... Entre le plateau de Davas [Tavas] et cette
région se dresse la formidable barriere du Baba Dag,
qui, avec son prolongement le Honaz Dag, s’étend sur
une soixantaine de kilomeétres, revétu en partie de
foréts, en partie de maquis, les sommets restant nus. »

12. Aerial view of Aphrodisias (Photo : William Crovello).
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L. Robert (op. cit. 23) quotes the description of the
Rev. E. J. Davis who visited the area in 1872 :

« A notre gauche, on voyait le mont Cadmus [Baba
Dag], dans toute sa longueur... Cette grande chaine,
avec ses trois principaux sommets, était d’une belle
couleur cendrée de nuances variées ; le pied en était
couvert d’une épaisse forét, mais toute la partie
supérieure était nue, sauf le plus haut sommet a
’aspect de cratére de volcan éteint, qui était encore
couvert de neige et s’élevait jusqu’a une hauteur de
plus de 6.000 pieds. Devant nous, loin au-dessous,
s’étendait la plaine de Dawas [Tavas], renommée pour
son blé ; sur le coté opposé de la plaine, a 7 ou 8
heures de distance, et s’étendant loin a droite, était la
chaine du Boz Dagh... dans I’antiquité Mont Salba-
cum, couvert de neiges perpétuelles... Encore plus loin
a droite nous pouvions distinguer d’autres montagnes
neigeuses, parties de la chaine au-dessus de Mugla, et
maintes chaines plus petites s’élevaient de ’autre coté
de la plaine. On était prés du coucher du soleil ; le
sommet du Boz Dag brillait comme de I’or battu au
soleil couchant, mais les ombres du soir s’étaient déja
installées sur la plaine sans nous empécher de recon-

naitre les sombres foréts et le vert brillant du blé et de
I’orage nouveaux. Involontairement nous tirdmes sur
la bride et nous contempldmes un moment avec
admiration. »

The formidable Baba Dag mountain range provided
both protection and an ample supply of marble and clay
for ancient sculptors and potters. In winter it is snow-
covered, while in summer it is barren with white limestone
crests and variegated darker jagged edges. Majestic sum-
mits rise above the site. Baba Dag is rich and varied in its
mineral resources. From prehistoric times its quarries
provided various types of stone that were used by the
inhabitants. Large quarry cuttings, which produced a
blue-veined translucent fine quality marble, scar the
mountain face 2.6 km northeast of Aphrodisias (Figure
13). This is known as Dag Kesimi.

Typical rocks found in the valley include schists, flint
or chert, limestone and marble, calcium carbonate, quartz
and serpentinite. The positions of their deposits close to
Aphrodisias can be found on the map (Figure 10), and
they are briefly described.

13. The Marble Quarries, Aphrodisias 1980 (Photo : Sheila J. Ehlinger).




Schist. The mountains of the Dandalas Valley contain
much mica schist. The schists at Aphrodisias are region-
ally metamorphosed and frequently found in shades of
blue-gray or reddish pink. These schists were the founda-
tion upon which later sediments accumulated.

Flint-chert. The word for flint in Turkish is cakmaktas: or
more properly, cakmaktasi doven, meaning threshing sled
stone. These are the same types of chipped flint that are
inserted in the bottom of the threshing sleds that the
Romans used (Latin tribulum or threshing machine). This
device continues in use in the area today.

In the investigations for flint deposits, Bordaz
(1962:16-17) found two sources both of which were
located on the northeastern spur of Cubuk Dag in the
Maeander Valley. More will be reported of these investi-
gations in the section devoted to chipped stone, Part 4,
p- 240 ff.

Limestone and Marble. Some eroded limestone deposits,
microgranular limestone, and silicious limestones are
found along with veins of pure marble. The marbles at
Aphrodisias are a metamorphosed limestone or recrystal-
lized calcite. Some of these marbles are found to contain
serpentine and are technically known as ophicalcites.

Calcium carbonate. Veins of this material, calcite, are
found northwest of Aphrodisias at Kurudere (10-12 km),
Asih Tepe (20 km), and at Kasikcitepesi (25 km).

Quartz. A large percentage of the excavated chipped stone
is quartz, which is in plentiful supply in the nearby
mountain ranges. Many worked pieces are included in the
chipped stone catalogue, but significant numbers of
chipped quartz lumps are also found.!3

Serpentinite. Geologically, serpentinite is a name ascribed
to the parent rock, e.g., dunite serpentine occurs from an
olivine rock and basite serpentine is from a hypersthene
rock. We are not sure which of these rocks occurs near
the site, but there can be little question that they are in
the serpentinite family. Serpentinite is probably local, for
so many of our tools are manufactured from it.

Soil

The Dandalas River Valley is approximately 14 km
long and 5 km wide (Figure 7). It is composed of a rich
alluvial soil of a variegated brown color (Munsell

18. Crystal quartz has been used for tools in various countries such as
India and China and France where flint and obsidian are rare. We
are grateful to Dr. George Harlow of the American Museum of
Natural History, New York, for the identification of serpentinite.
Further tests are now being carried out to identify its properties
more closely.
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2.5YR5/2 ; 5/4),19 which appears throughout the excava-
tions and represents the underlying component of the
valley. The soil is largely composed of limestone and,
though lacking humus, it contains iron and silica, making
a suitable « terra rossa » for cultivation. Paths of ancient
lava flows provide adequate drainage.

Water Supply - Hydrology

Snowy winters, precipitation and underground springs
provide the source of Aphrodisias’ plentiful supply of
water. Snow remains on the slopes of the Akbaba Tepe
until June. This source provides the main drainage area of
streams that for many years have been diverted to serve the
site, for throughout the long dry hot summer water
forcefully flows through poplar-lined modern irrigation
channels. It is also the watershed for the use of livestock.
These streams which feed Aphrodisias today were, in
antiquity, subsidiary sources of the Dandalas river (the
ancient Morsynos), which in turn flowed as a southern
tributary into the ancient Maeander river. The Dandalas
River, known locally as the Geyre Cay or Dandalas Su
where it leaves the Aphrodisias plain, flows approximately
50 km in a northwesterly direction towards the Maeander.

J. Bordaz (1962:4-6) researched the hydrology of the
Dandalas :

« The easternmost part of this stream [the Geyre Cay],
near Seki, is called the Ereci Deresi. It is said to be
formed by two intermittent streams coming from the
Avdan Dag massif and by three from the Akbaba Dag
to the north, one of which is permanent, the Seki
Deresi. The Ereci Deresi becomes the Eymir Cay near
this village, and eventually the Geyre Cay as it enters
Geyre... it receives numerous small tributaries below
Karacasu from the chains of mountains to the east and
west before meeting the Maeander.

An important source in the eastern part of the
Geyre plain is the Kavaklar, a large spring on the
southern side of the road in Seki, which is now used
entirely in the village and does not flow to the river.
But there are a large number of intermittent sources
right in the bed of the Geyre Cay. This river,
futhermore, receives water in the winter near Geyre
from its two main affluents, the Suucurum (?) or
Ayith Ciz, southwest of Geyre, and the Vargal or
Balgar which has its source near Circivan, south of
Geyre, on the slopes of Karincali Dag.

The bed of the Geyre Cay is 1 km wide in places.
The river branches off frequently, enclosing a large
number of very small, fertile fields. There are settle-
ments on both sides as well as on spurs in the center
of the river bed. »

19. Munsell, 1971 ed., Munsell Soil Color Charts., Munsell Color
Company, Inc. Baltimore, Maryland 21218. All soil and pottery
colors in this report have been referenced to these charts.
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Because the rivers may either dry up in summer, or
do not provide enough water, the settlement may have
been artificially irrigated in prehistoric times.

In classical times, the city had a massive irrigation
system. Evidence indicates that there was a network of
underground water canals, and a large aqueduct southeast
of the village. Pausanias (I.36), in describing the cistern
of sea water at the Erechtheum, remarked that, « this is
no great marvel, for other inland regions have similar
wells, in particular Aphrodisias in Caria. »

Bordaz (1962:6) reports :

« Reports obtained too late to be checked assert the
existence of a large scale tunnel for water in the
eastern slopes of the valley towards Seki. If this
information is confirmed, it might lead to the solution
of one of the most interesting questions relating to the
city of Aphrodisias, which is known from inscriptions
and coins to have depended for its water on the
Morsynos (the modern Geyre Cay) and on water
abducted from the Timeles which has not as yet been
identified. L. and J. Robert hypothesized that the
Timeles might refer to the Yenidere, which flows
southeast of the Avdan Dag in the Tavas plain (Robert
1954:48-49). The conduct near Seki, referred to above
might provide the first confirmation of this hypothe-
sis. »

Once classical water sources are identified and the
problem is solved as to where the various source(s) of
supply were, an assessment might be then made of the
prehistoric water supply. In prehistoric times, under-
ground springs and perhaps a series of wells were dug. A
well was reported during the excavations of Pekmez
trench 2, unit 1468. In Site Field Notebook 52 : p. 58, the
water level was reported as « -12.30 below the surface. »
This would indicate that the present water table lies at
approximately + 0.76 above the + 0.00 site datum. It is
not clear when this well was in use, but its remains
suggest that it may have been used in the prehistoric
period.

There are reported to be some 75 wells in the modern
village of Geyre but none of this water is potable. Today
the drinking water is brought to the village from Baba
Dag, where there is a large spring located in a plateau
known as Mezartas1 Yayla. Water for irrigation is derived
from springs and small streams that run off the Dandalas
River.

Investigations at the site in 1966 revealed that the
water table has risen since antiquity, as ancient remains
have been located below its present level. M. Mellink
(1964:269) suggests that this condition has also been
found in Lycia. It also has been reported at Miiskebi by
E. Vermeule (1964:244-249).

Climate

Bioclimatic Map ; Figure 14.

The lower coastal and southwestern regions of Ana-
tolia are classed climatically as Mediterranean. This part
of Anatolia, and western Anatolia in general, enjoy the
most favorable climate in the country. It must be re-
membered, however, that there are contrasts within this
zone. Dewdney (1971:35) more specifically describes the
climate as a dry semi-continental variant of Medi-
terranean climate, or as a transition between Medi-
terranean and temperate continental. Winter coastal tem-
peratures are higher than those inland. Annually, in the
southwest, there are less than 10 days with snow, and
less than 30 days of frost. (Central Anatolia has 80 days
per year of snow and more than 125 days with frost.)
Generally the summers are hot and the precipitation is
limited to an average of 0.136 m from June to August.
Other areas, like the west coast of the Thrace-Marmara
regions, have more summer rainfall. In the winter
months, the rainy season extends from November to
March.

The meteorological station in Nazilli has furnished
the following data, which provides additional criteria for
the basic questions concerning the climate of the area.
Average annual rainfall : 0.6166 m.

Average seasonal rainfall : Winter 0.3206 m ; Spring
0.1388 m ; Summer 0.0232 m ; and Autumn 0.1361 m.

Average annual days of rain : 71.9.

Other climatic conditions, days per year : Snow 3 ; Fog
1.5 ; Humidity 63 ; Frost 3.9.

Average annual temperatures : Maximum 24.5 C ; Mini-
mum 10.6 C ; Average 13.9 C.

Winds are predominantly from the southwest ; those that
come from the northwest are infrequent.

Flora

Western Anatolia is the most fertile part of the
country. The southwestern Anatolian coastline consists
of a fertile strip of land which is backed by steep ranges
enclosing plateaus and valleys. Aphrodisias, situated on a
fertile valley floor, supports vegetation characteristic of
other Mediterranean regions. The valley is optimum for
agriculture and produces grapes, figs, pomegranates,
pears, peaches, olives, tobacco, some sunflowers, and
cotton. Other than wild grasses, staple grains are wheat,
barley, rye, oats and maize. There are a few scattered
pine forests — primarily Pinus terebentinus, cedar, ori-
ental beech, and juniper ; small oak or scrub oak —
Quercus aegilops, Quercus mirbeckii, and Quercus calli-
prinos, and shrubs.
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14. Bioclimatic Map of western Anatolia. Base map : UNESCO-FAO 1:5,000,000 (Adapted by Mary G. Winkes).

The botanist, Edmund Boissier (1890:21) describes
the valley as he saw it in 1842 :

« Arrivé au sommet des collines et descendant la
pente méridionale, je les trouvai couvertes d’épais
buissons du Cistus laurifolius L., dont les fleurs
blanches ornaient tout le paysage... La plaine elle-
méme est formée d’un terreau fort profond et un
peu argileux ; presque partout cultivée, son aspect
rappelle absolument celui de certaines parties plates
du milieu de I’Europe : arbres fruitiers chétifs, tous
d’espéces non méditerranéennes, cultures de froment...
Rien absolument dans cet aspect n’elit pu faire
croire 4 un observateur qu’il se trouvait en pleine
Asie ; et cependant, chose remarquable, la végéta-
tion spontanée d’un peu plus pres offrait tous les
caractéres des plateaux du centre de I’Asie et différ-
ait déja totalement de celle de Smyrne [Izmir], par
exemple. »

L. Robert (1954:24) also provides a comprehensive
description of the vegetation :

« ... la Messogis, rappel de la plantureuse vallée du
Méandre, de ce jardin de figuiers, de citronniers, de
grenadiers et d’oliviers, — vers Nazilli, ou les cara-
vanes de chameaux du pays de Tabai [Tavas] et
d’Avdan apportent les cupules du chéne a vallonnée
(sic), les étoffes et les tapis, et d’ou elles rapportent les
figues, les raisins, les légumes, les paniers de roseaux.

A voir ainsi a la fois deux des bornes de la Carie, aux
pieds desquelles sont des pays si différents, on sent

profondément la variété de cette province et de ces

genres de vie. »20

In antiquity it is probable that woods covered the
mountains which now are, in great part, denuded. Morris
(1972:422) states that the habitat of western Anatolia
underwent a destructive exploitation by man during classi-
cal times which denuded forests and depleted soils.

Seed samples from the prehistoric levels were exami-
ned by Professor Jack R. Harlan,?! who identified barley
(arpa), a mixture of the two-rowed and six-rowed ; proso
or hog millet (Panicum mileaceum) and oats. The excava-
tors identified flax ; Turkish bagkla, one of the plants
which grows among oats ; a seed in Turkish called fi or
nohut and wheat and rye.??

The feeding plain surrounding Aphrodisias is shown
in an aerial photograph on Figure 15.

20. For a wealth of information on the vegetation of the valley, see L.
Robert (1954:26, note 1).

21. Professor of Plant Genetics, Department of Agronomy, University
of Illinois, College of Agriculture, Urbana, Illinois. A letter dated
January 31, 1969 from Jack R. Harlan identifying these samples
was found in the Field Notebook no. 18 of Acropolis trench 3 : p.
105.

22. Acropolis trench 4, Field Notebook 7 : p. 311, 313.
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15. The Dandalas Valley feeding plain from the marble quarries, looking S (Photo : Sheila J. Ehlinger).

Fauna

Modern animal husbandry includes sheep, goat, cat-

tle (less numerous in the Maeander Valley), and poultry.
Modern religious influences limit the selective breeding of
the pig. The identification of species that were found in
the prehistoric deposits include domestic cattle (Bos tau-
rus), domestic sheep (Ovis aries), domestic goat (Capra
hircus), domestic and wild pig (Sus scrofa), fallow deer
(Dama dama), red and roe deer, dog (Canis familiaris),
and some horse remains that were not identified by
species. The faunal study is presented in Part 3 by Pam
Jean Crabtree and Janet M. Monge.
Shells : Also in Part 3, a contribution by David S. Reese
is devoted to the fresh and marine shells found in the
prehistoric deposits. These include snails and fresh water
molluscs that are probably local in origin, as well as
marine species that were imported from the Aegean coast.
Among the fresh water shells identified are Melanopsis
praemorsa, Unio and Theodoxus anatolicus.

Communication

The geographical relationship of the prehistoric and
classical sites lying along the Maeander River is shown in
Figure 16. It is known that in the classical period
Aphrodisias was located on the road which connected the
five ancient cities of the Tavas Plain (Strabo Geography
12.8.13). The ancient Maeander flowed across northern
Caria and in addition to Aphrodisias, the classical cities
of Laodicea, Magnesia and Miletus lay on or near its
banks. In classical times, Aphrodisias was situated on the
Carian-Phrygian or the Carian-Lydian border. Many
authors place it in Caria, but Strabo (Geography 12.8.13)
lists it among the cities of Phrygia. Even though the
border between Caria and Phrygia is unclear, the Baba
Dag (Salbakos) range acts as the natural border between
the two provinces. Aphrodisias must, therefore, be con-
sidered a border city on both the north and the east. On
the Carian-Lydian border, it lies southeast of Antioch on
the Maeander, situated at the confluence of the Dandalas



and Maeander Rivers. K. T. Erim (1979:68) mentions that
the city’s position was strategic in the 11th to 13th
centuries A.D., when it was captured four times by the
Seljuks between 1080 and 1260.

The prehistoric picture, however, is not as clear. The
sea coast is confined by mountains. But, preclassical
overland trade routes and communication from Aphrodis-
ias might have been possible north to the Maeander
Valley, or perhaps via numerous early sites to the west —
such as Medet Héyiik located 8 km south-southwest of
Tavas, Solmaz Hoyiik (Lloyd and Mellaart 1962:70), and
then north to Hamidiye where the Maeander is navigable.
This is an easy route from the coast via the Hermos
Valley, the Buldan Pass, Denizli and Cardak. Aphrodisias
is not directly accessible from central Anatolia, but from
the Konya Plain to the southwest one of the great trade
routes led to the Aegean Sea from Afyon or through the
great mountain passes extending from Yalva¢ to Bozkir,
to Dinar, and to the Maeander Valley and the Hermos
River. Another road led from Afyon northeast to Ki-
tahya and from there to Troy via the Balikesir Plain.
Today, as probably in antiquity, natural communication,
particularly in the southwest, is oriented east-west. A
series of fertile alluvial plains, each 10-12 km wide, lie
along these great rivers. Smaller valleys and plains are
separated by mountain ranges around the area.
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Huxley (1962:295) states that routes from the Aegean
coast « ...do not appear to be easy to cross, even at closer
acquaintance ; indeed they become more bold and impres-
sive. »

Aphrodisias is only 129 km east to Miletus and to the
Aegean sea. Yet still unexplored communities may have
been settled between Aphrodisias and the coast. At short
distances from the present Aydin-Karacasu-Aphrodisias
road, which twists its way through Maeander Valley’s
rocky hills and pine-forested plateaus, other prehistoric
settlements have indeed been located. Mellaart (1954:179),
who investigated portions of this area in the 1950’s,
stated,

« ...mounds on the southern plateau show the
presence of settled agricultural population from the
Chalcolithic period onwards. »

Four-hundred Early Bronze Age sites in southern
Anatolia were also surveyed by Mellaart (1954:179) be-
tween the Cilician gates and Denizli, east of Aphrodisias.
Thus the site was placed in a relatively strategic position
for assimilating influences from culturally related areas.

Approximate travel by donkey could have taken 4-5
days to the Aegean, and 12 days to either Beycesultan or
Burdur.
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RESEARCH AND EXCAVATION
AT APHRODISIAS

Investigation of the site prior to 1961

Archaeological discoveries at Aphrodisias prior to
1961 began with the eighteenth century visits by a number
of scholars. The first European known to have visited
Geyre was William Sherard, in 1705. He was British
consul at Smyrna, and a botanist (a pupil of the eminent
French botanical writer Tournefort). Thanks to the in-
scriptions which he copied on the spot, the site was
immediately identified as ancient Aphrodisias.23 During
the course of the 18th and 19th centuries numerous other
Europeans visited Aphrodisias, copied inscriptions, and
described and depicted the monuments which were visi-
ble.?* But there were no excavations before the 20th
century.2’

In 1892 Hamdi Bey, Director-General of the Imperial
Museum in Istanbul, was inspired by a visit to Aphrodis-
ias to plan an excavation. This was not actually begun
until 1904, under the direction of Paul Gaudin, a French
engineer who was Director of the Smyrna-Kasaba railroad
and an amateur archaeologist. In that year a site plan was
drawn up including the principal monuments surviving
above ground as well as those discovered on the excava-
tion.26 In 1905 the excavations were continued with the
cooperation of the French Ministére de I’Instruction
Publique, but then ceased, apart from some investigation
of the baths of Hadrian in 1913. In 1937 an Italian
expedition under G. Jacopi (1939-1940) made substantial
discoveries.

Area Surveys for Prehistoric Remains

Comprehensive surveys in Caria for early prehistoric
remains have yet to be conducted. No surveys for
Palaeolithic sites have been undertaken even though
there is a large limestone massif on the Boz Dag close to
the Geyre plain which might produce favorable results.
Surveys of Neolithic remains in Turkey include four
areas : 1) the well-known Neolithic culture of Cilicia in
south central Turkey ; 2) three areas in southwestern
Anatolia, including those of the Konya Plain and the
Pisidian lakes region (Lake Beysehir and Lake Egridir)

23. Op. cit., note 1, supra.

24. A summary list of these is given by Cormack (1955:5-7). An
essential corrective and supplement to this is L. Robert (1965a: 111-
16). There is much valuable information on some of the travellers
in J. and L. Robert 1954 (see index s.v. Aphrodisias).

25. A good account of the earlier excavations is given by Kenan T.
Erim (1967:233-243).

26. Gaudin’s section of Aphrodisias has been redrawn for Figure 6.

where sites of the early Neolithic Catal Hiiyiik culture
have been found ; 3) the vicinity of the Burdur and Aci
lakes ; and 4) in southwestern Pisidia. These last two are
areas where sites of the Hacilar culture (Late Neolithic
— Hacilar Levels IX-VI) have been located (Mellaart
1961b:60). Mellaart (1962) published an outline sketch
map of both the Catal Hiyiik and Hacilar culture zones
indicating that Hacilar material had been found in the
Tefenni plain southwest of Burdur ; in the Elmali plain
in Lycia ; near Denizli at two sites on the banks of the
Ak Cay, close to the Maeander ; near Ismir and Edremit
on the Aegean coast; and on the island of Chios.
Further, an aceramic Neolithic phase excavated at Haci-
lar (Hacilar I-VII), that precedes a gap between it and
the Late Neolithic periods, has not been discovered
anywhere else in southwestern Anatolia.

The Chalcolithic in Anatolia has been found in the
Pisidian lakes area and the Konya Plain. No Chalcolithic
sites were found west of 29° 30’ meridian east until 1961
when D. French (1961:101) located Beycesultan-type Late
Chalcolithic pottery sherds in the valley of the Ak Cay at
a site close to the Maeander, and at three other locations
along the upper reaches of the river.

Surveys of areas contiguous to Aphrodisias have
located one pre-classical site, Medet Hiiyiik, situated near
the modern town of Medet (Figure 4), 8 km south-
southwest of Tavas in the Tavas Plain. Sherds and chance
finds (Joukowsky 1985) collected from this mound and its
surrounding area were dated to the Early Bronze Age.
Further afield, two Early Bronze Age sites were found
near Denizli (Figure 4), and five were discovered in the
Acipayam Plain. A great number of Early Bronze Age
sites have been excavated in western Anatolia : the first
five settlements of Troy (Blegen et al. 1950, 1951),
Beycesultan Levels XIX-VI (Lloyd and Mellaart 1962-72),
Karatas-Semayiik (Mellink 1964-75), to name but a few.
In addition, there are numerous sites located in the
southern Sporades.?’

As far as the Late Bronze and Iron Age sites are
concerned, the situation becomes more complex. Aside
from Mellaart’s work at Beycesultan, southwestern cul-
tural horizons are far from clear. J. Bordaz (1962:11)
wrote of the survey he undertook in 1962 :

« Previous surveys for later pre-classical remains gen-
erally indicated that Caria did not seem to be a
favored area of prehistoric occupation. Too few sites
had been found in the areas surveyed relatively to
those discovered further to the east or north. A priori,
however, it would appear unlikely that the Hellenistic
city of Aphrodisias was not preceded by earlier settle-
ments in the Geyre plain. »

27. Sites include The Heraion on Samos (Milojéi¢ 1961), Thermi on
Lesbos (Lamb 1936), and Poliochni on Lemnos (Bernabd-Brea 1964).



Although Caria is fairly well known in the classical
periods through the research of L. and J. Robert (1937,
1954, 1965, 1966, 1966a, 1980, 1983) and the New York
University excavations at Aphrodisias, it remains little
known in prehistoric periods.

Classical Research and Excavations 1961-1982

In 1960, after a preliminary reconnaissance of the
site, Kenan T. Erim, Professor of Classics at New York
University, was awarded the concession to excavate the
site of Aphrodisias by the General Directorate of Antiqui-
ties and Museum of Turkey. Excavations commenced in
1961 and have continued annually under K. T. Erim’s
direction to the present. The discoveries of spectacular
sculpture as well as the excavation of Early Christian and
Classical monuments including a theater, an enormous
stadium, an odeon or concert hall, an agora, several baths
and private residences, city walls, and most recently, the
Sebasteion, have been reported in various periodicals. At
present a full study and final publication of these and
other important architectural and artifactual discoveries is
being prepared (See the bibliography of the site’s classical
remains in Erim 1976:69-70).

HISTORY OF PREHISTORIC
INVESTIGATIONS 1967-1972

Toward the end of the first season of excavation, K.
T. Erim suspected that both the Acropolis and Pekmez
mounds contained remains of prehistoric settlements. K.
T. Erim then invited J. Bordaz of the University of
Pennsylvania to survey the site itself and the Dandalas
Valley for prehistoric remains (Bordaz 1962:1). In order
to explore and discover the settlements of the Acropolis
and Pekmez mounds, it was decided to excavate.

The modern investigation of prehistoric Aphrodisias
can be divided roughly into three successive phases. The
first phase includes the earliest excavations for prehistoric
remains undertaken in 1966 after prehistoric artifacts had
been recognized both from the classical excavations and
surface scatters. These investigations, supervised by Ste-
phanie Page, were exploratory but confirmed that the site
contained prehistoric deposits that needed further explora-
tion by excavation.

The second phase of this work was begun in 1967
and continued until 1974. Until 1967 stratified prehistoric
deposits of Aphrodisias were unknown. The first impor-
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tant prehistoric excavations were carried out under the
supervision of Barbara Kadish in 1967-1972, and in 1973-
74 excavations were continued under the supervision of
Ronald Marchese. These years of intensive excavation
yielded important information regarding the nature of the
prehistoric deposits. To date, only preliminary reports
have been published (Kadish 1969, 1971 ; Marchese 1976).

At the beginning of the 1975 expedition, K. T. Erim

asked the author to be responsible for a detailed and
comprehensive study and publication of the site’s early
periods. Thus, during the third phase of these investiga-
tions, from 1975-1983, the emphasis shifted from active
excavation to the analysis of artifact corpus resulting
from nine years of excavations. These investigations were
carried out under the supervision of the author. This
work was undertaken on the condition that no further
prehistoric excavation should take place until a report
describing the previous seasons of field work and the
artifacts recovered from these excavations had become
part of the public record.
Site selection : In the 1966 season, two test soundings
were opened : Acropolis trenches 1-2 and Kugkalesi 1.
The results of these soundings were promising, and in
1967 three more soundings were opened : Acropolis 3,
Kuskalesi 2 and Pekmez 1. These soundings were supple-
mented by seven other soundings in the succeeding
seasons of 1969-1974. The total area of these excavations
totaled some 803 square m ; ca. 561 square m on the
Acropolis ; ca. 134 square m on the Pekmez mound ; and
108 square m in the Kuskalesi area (Figure S). Because the
water table has risen since antiquity, bedrock was not
reached in any of these areas — it lies somewhere below
the present water table level.

With the exception of the Kuskalesi sondage (Figure
S, Area C), the positions of the soundings of the
Acropolis (Figure 5, Area A),28 and Pekmez (Figure S,
Area B) were selected because of their proximity to the
highest parts of the mound. The conjecture was that these
areas should have been occupied at all major periods in
the site’s history. A trial trench on the Pekmez mound
was also excavated with the expectation that it might be
different in character from that of the Acropolis. The
choice of the area to be excavated was selected after a
preliminary reconnaissance. The excavators knew that the
axial center of the mounds would provide them with the
presence of a habitation deposit. However, to locate the
excavation at the very top of the Pekmez and Acropolis
mounds posed problems, for they either constituted a
farmer’s field, as in the case of Pekmez, or were on too
steep an incline and access was difficult, as in the case of
the Acropolis.

28. From the field report of Stephanie Page to K.T. Erim in 1966.
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TABLE 1. CHART OF APHRODISIAS PREHISTORIC EXCAVATIONS

Year Excavation Acropolis Dimensions Pekmez Dimensions Kugkalesi Dimensions
excavated dates trench trench trench
1966 6/29-7/23 1 3 x 10m 1 6 x 9m
7/1-7/23 2 3.50 extension
of trench 1
6 x9m
1967 7/14-8/22(7) 3 9 x 6m 2 narrowed to 2 6 x 9m
6 x 2.5m
4 8§ x 6m
1968 6/23-9/5
5 9 x 6m
8 x 10m
6 6 x 10m narrowed to
1969 4-9/7 2
6/24-9/ 7 6 x 11lm Test Trench A
2x1m
1970 ? 7 continued 2 Test Trenches B and C
8 8 x 10m
1971 7/1-9/5
9 8§ x 10m
1972 7/1-8/28 Continuation of work
on trenches 8 & 9
1973-1974 7/31-8/31 Trench 6 extended 7 x 7m

Grid and Datum Points : At the beginning of the excava-
tion in 1961, a N-S/E-W grid with 200 m ordinates was
surveyed and tied in with the Turkish Government survey
stations. During the years of excavation, all soundings
were begun within this grid (Figure 5). Each sounding,
called a trench, was excavated as an independent entity ;
it was laid out according to the overall site grid and can
be identified by its area (Acropolis, Pekmez, Kuskalesi,
or Areas A, B and C, Figure 5) and its number. All
references in this text are based on true north. A zero
datum point was established on the orchestra floor of the
Roman theater from which all measurements were taken.
All depths were recorded as + 00.00 above this datum
control, i.e., orchestra « 0 ». The surface of each trench
was registered as a +, or plus, to the Datum O of the
orchestra, and depth measurements taken from each
surface were then registered as a —, or minus, from the
surface.

For example, the measurements for the Pekmez
mound, which is approximately + 13.00 m above the
Orchestra 00.00, were taken from the actual positions
above the datum control ; in Pekmez trench 1, the
elevation is + 13.07 m, and for Pekmez trench 2, the

elevation is + 13.06 m. Thus most excavated deposits
were recorded as minuses from their respective datum
points. Subsequent subdatum points were established in
each trench to provide uniformity and ease of recording
(Kadish 1969:53 ; 1971:121 ; and Marchese 1976:393, note
22).

Terminology

The following definitions were those used by the
original excavators and are employed throughout this
volume.

Area : The area consists of an excavation field. As noted
above, three fields were designated : the Acropolis
mound, the Pekmez mound, and Kuskalesi. Areas are
defined on the site plan, Figure 5.

Trench : A trench is a subdivision within an area. The
prehistoric excavations at Aphrodisias consist of thirteen
trenches numbered with Arabic numbers : Acropolis
trenches 1-9 ; Pekmez trenches 1 and 2, and Kuskalesi
trenches 1 and 2. They can be found on the site plan
Figure 5, and Table 1 presents a chart of the areas and
trenches excavated by year. Trenches varied in size.



A Test Trench is a probe or subdivision of a trench ;
it was given a capital alphabetic designation, i.e., Test
Trench A, Pekmez trench 2. Test trenches were excavated
to test the stratigraphy.

TABLE 2. APHRODISIAS TRENCHES AND THEIR ASSIGNED
UNIT NUMBERS

TRENCH Levels Unit Numbers
Pekmez trench 1 1401-1418
Pekmez trench 2 1450-1599
Acropolis trenches [-2* 19-1
Acropolis trenches 3 5-9 200-299
Acropolis trench 4 300-374
Acropolis trench 5 6B-7B 400-549
Acropolis trench 6 4-3

Extension 111D
Acropolis trench 7 2-7 550-799
Acropolis trench 8 2000-2999
Acropolis trench 9 3000-3999
Kuskalesi trench 1 11-7
Kuskalesi trench 2 10-5

Unit : Unit was a term used by the excavators for any
distinct layer or feature, natural or cultural, that appeared
in a trench or complex. Examples of units were soil
lenses, layers, surfaces, occupational debris, fill, pits or
other features, such as hearths. However, units may have
been artificial and may not have corresponded to any
physical or structural feature ; they, therefore, may have
contained a natural earth deposit with a uniform charac-
ter. Each unit occupied a space that, theoretically, had a
three-dimensional framework and had been defined ac-
cording to its N-S and E-W coordinates. Unit numbers
were designated by Arabic numbers that were given three
or four decimal places ; these were attached to field notes
and objects. Sets of unit numbers were numbered consec-
utively for each trench (for Acropolis trench 3, the unit
numbers were in the 200’s (201, 202 ff.) ; for Pekmez
trench 2, the numbers are in the 1500’s and so on). In
Table 2 the listing of units for each trench and the unit
numbers assigned to them are presented.

Theoretically, sheet plastic transparencies of horizon-
tal and vertical units were superimposed on scale drawings
of balk sections or horizontal plans (including plans of
architectural elements) for maximum analysis of strata.2®
The recording of the excavation by the unit was the basic
device of documentation at Aphrodisias.

Complex : A complex was a major coherent element of
the trench. It was the term used for a room, courtyard, or

29. From an informal report by C. Winters, trench supervisor 1971-
1972. None of these transparencies, however, were located.

Research and Excavation  Terminology 37

installation that extended throughout one trench. Com-
plexes were assigned either Roman numerals or Capital
letters by the field supervisor for the trench. The same
numbers may have been used for more than one trench,
so caution must be excercised to associate a complex with
a specific trench.

Level : This term is used to designate occupational levels
up to the point where unit numbers in triangles, beginning
with A\, A, for the uppermost deposits including the pre-
excavated surface. These deposits were usually disturbed
to a depth of ca. 2.5m by Byzantine and modern
buildings. For the purpose of this volume, we have
deleted the triangles in the discussion and simply call
these, Level 1, Level 2, and so on. Thus Acropolis trench
1 Level 5 refers to the fifth archaeological deposit
encountered in the excavation of Acropolis trench 1. In
the recording of Acropolis trenches 1 and 2 and 6, and
Kuskalesi trenches 1 and 2, the unit system was not
employed, thus only level numbers were used to designate
these deposits.

Period : The excavators related major phases of occupa-
tion to one or more periods, (« Tentative chronological
chart » : Kadish 1971:123, Ill. 2 ; « Tentative Chronologi-
cal Chart : Western and Northern Slopes ; Acropolis
trenches 6, 8 and 9, » Marchese 1976:413). In Anatolia,
these period divisions have been tentatively assigned on
the basis of pottery and architectural features, and with
radiocarbon analysis. At Aphrodisias, these divisions were
not completely coordinated with Anatolian chronology ;
the coordination between the period chronology and the
stratigraphy is tentative, but the term period will be
employed until the stratigraphy can be verified by future
excavation.

Publications

The results of radiocarbon analyses taken from the
prehistoric excavations had been published by B. Lawn
in Radiocarbon 1971(13):369-371, 1975(17):204-205, and
1977(19):225. K. T. Erim published annual comments on
the progress of the prehistoric excavations in Tirk Arkeo-
loji Dergisi 1961 12(1):14 ; 1966 15(2):56 ; 1967 16(1):70-
71 ; 1968 17(1):43-45; 1970 18(2):88-89 ; 1971 19(1):60-
62 ; 1973 20(1):67 ; 1974 21(1):42-43 ; 1975 22(2):78 ; 1976
23(1):29 ; in Anatolian Studies 1968(18):33-34 ; 1969(19):
14 ; 1970(20):22 ; 1971(21):28 ; 1972(22):35 ; 1973(23):23-
24 ; 1975(25):20 ; 1978(28):11 ; 1979(29):188 ; and Ana-
tolica 1967(1):29-30 ; 1968(2):52-55 ; 1969-70(3):48-49 ;
1971-72(4):40-44 ; 1973-76(5):88. In addition K. T. Erim
presented three National Geographic Society Research
Reports : « The ‘Acropolis’ of Aphrodisias in Caria :
Investigations of the Theater and the Prehistoric Mounds
1966-1967 », 1973a:1-3 ; 101-112 ; « The ‘Acropolis’ of
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Aphrodisias in Caria : Investigations of the Theater and
the Prehistoric Mounds, 1968-1970 », 1974a:102-103 ; and
« The *Acropolis’ of Aphrodisias in Caria : Investigations
of the Theater and the Prehistoric Mounds, 1971-1977 »,
1978:202-203.

At present, the published records devoted exclusively
to the prehistoric remains are limited to the three prelimi-
nary reports. B. Kadish published the results of the 1966-
1967 excavations in The American Journal of Archae-
ology, (1969:49-65, pls 25-30), and the results of the 1968-
1969 excavations in The American Journal of Archae-
ology (1971:121-40), pls. 25-30). R. Marchese published
the results of the excavations of 1971-1973 inclusive in
The American Journal of Archaeology (1976:393-413).

The material published by B. Kadish in The Ameri-
can Journal of Archaeology covers a summary of S.
Page’s excavations on Acropolis trenches 1 and 2, and
Kugkalesi trench 1 ; B. Kadish’s excavations on Kugkalesi
trench 2, Pekmez trenches 1 and 2, and Acropolis
trenches 3-5, and the Bronze Age deposits of Acropolis
trenches 6 and 7. R. Marchese’s publication is confined to
the excavations of Acropolis trench 6 (the Iron Age
deposits), and Acropolis trenches 8 and 9. Some of the
finds and commentaries of this work have also been
published by M. Mellink in her annual documentary on
the excavations in Asia Minor for The American Journal
of Archaeology, (1963-1979, see bibliography). All of
these publications, however, are preliminary statements.

It is clear that B. Kadish and R. Marchese made far-
reaching discoveries in these excavations. Far more than
anyone could have realized — for over a semi-continuous
4000-year life span, Aphrodisias demonstrates either close
links with co-existing cultures or manifests an independent
development. Nevertheless, neither Kadish nor Marchese
had the opportunity to produce a reanalysis of their
earlier work. Although their reports put the levels,
periods and significant finds into some perspective, a
more detailed and analytic study of these remains is
needed to provide a major source for early Anatolian
cultural history in general, and that of the Anatolian
southwest in particular.

RESEARCH 1975-1984,
DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION

As previously mentioned, the third phase of the
prehistoric Aphrodisias project has stretched over nine
years (1975-1984). The general area of research interest
was established by deciding that our first investigations
should center primarily upon an analysis of the prehis-
toric levels of Aphrodisias, i.e., the stratigraphy and
recovered artifacts, and the mounds’ immediate sur-
roundings. If time permitted, these results would then
be set against a regional problem-oriented research pro-
ject. Implementation of research began early in 1976
when a feasibility study was conducted to determine the
scope and priorities for research. I selected a formal
procedure that guided the research process into a series
of stages. A proposal was written and submitted to K.
T. Erim of New York University, the late Jean Desha-
yes of the University of Paris, and to sponsors to
determine interest and support for the project. What
was clear was that this project could not have been
attempted without the interest and expertise of archaeol-
ogists who volunteered to define and carry out these
problem-oriented objectives.

Many methods of data acquisition were used. Raw
data from the excavations were processed in the field
laboratory located in the site headquaters. All facets of
this processing were supervised by the author who was
assisted by members of the field research staff. Following
the various stages of processing, objects were then placed
in storage in the site storerooms or were turned over to
the Aphrodisias Museum.

The prehistoric project staff included the director
(the author) and three supervisors. These four people
served as the nucleus of the work force. The project
director was responsible for the overall planning, the
writing of research proposals, feasibility studies, and the
purchasing of supplies. Provisional assessments of this
work have been published or treated in dissertations or in
theses as these studies were completed. (See bibliographic
references to Ehlinger, Joukowsky, and Léon Leurquin).

Reconnaissance Surveys

From 1970 to 1980, Siikrii Tiil, a student of classical
archaeology at Ankara University, undertook a survey of
the Lower Maeander Valley. The results of this survey
will serve as a basis for future studies of the area. A
summary appears in Appendix 1.



Reconnaissance research was also directed to the
Dandalas valley region in order to locate undocumented
areas of prehistoric activity. This survey, planned by the
author in 1980, was carried out in 1982 by J. Léon
Leurquin and S. Tiil and assisted by T. Sezer and A.
Gaffaroglu, representatives of the general Directorate of
Antiquities and Museums of Turkey. A summary of this
work appears in Appendix 2.

Site Surface Surveys

In 1977, hot air balloon aerial reconnaissance was
undertaken by Julian Whittlesey and members of a team
directed by Cevat Erder of the Middle East Technical
University at Ankara. This survey included direct observa-
tion and a variety of photographic recording formats
(Figures 8, 17). In addition, this coverage produced a
good picture of cropmarks and shadows of concentrated
artifacts that surrounded the site itself.

Subsequently, in 1978, the author undertook a topo-
graphic survey with compass, theodolite, and tape of the
S side of the Pekmez mound and a detailed contour map
of that site was completed (Figure 20). As the Pekmez
trench 2 datum point, originally established by B. Kadish,
could not be located, an arbitrary datum point was
established on a boulder, which was marked to provide
elevation control for the work.30

Published Reports

In 1975, background research was begun in order to
document the relevant previous archaeological work at the
site. The first data analysis undertaken involved an in-
depth study of the published preliminary reports by B.
Kadish and R. Marchese and other written records, such
as J. Bordaz’s impressions of the area (Bordaz 1962).

Field Notebooks

The basic objective of our study of the field notes
was to gain an understanding of the original excavation
mechanics and documentation of the sequence of the site
that had been directly observed through its excavation.
These documents were our prime sources and served as
the relevant background and starting point to much of
our understanding of the site.

30. The vertical provenience control for the work was assumed to be
+ 100.00 m above sea level. A N-S baseline was used to establish
horizontal control — and to extend vertical control from the
baseline. Spaced stakes, each with a known elevation, were placed
at regular intervals. The ground-and-aerial-based findings supported
one another, and with modern photographic analysis we were able
to substantiate that the surround of the site provided more than
sufficient area to serve as the site’s feeding plain.
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The field investigators had used a standardized
record form that they designed to record the unit —
giving its location by co-ordinates, elevations (opening
and closing), associations with other features, context
evaluation, and contents (features, artifacts and eco-
facts). Each page was backed with graph paper (in
inches) for ease of drawings, sections and plans. These
notes formed a running chronicle of the progress of the
excavation. Scale drawings were used to record features
accurately in their horizontal and vertical dimensions,
and black and white photographs and polaroid pictures
served to document and supplement all other record
forms. The vertical sections and plans provided by the
notes were the keys to the sequence of a multitude of
superimposed units.

In our processing of these records, and for ease of
referral, we have numbered each of the 57 notebooks and
their pages. The identification of each trench analysis and
the drawings of plans and sections will be referenced to
the specific trench notebook(s), should future researchers
wish to refer to this data.

Hlustrations

M. Winkes is to be credited with the redrafting of
maps including Turkey, the Maeander Plain, the Danda-
las Valley, the geological map and the plan of the
excavations. Other credits are given in the Figure listing.

All of the trench drawings, with the exception of the
Pekmez trench 2 topographic maps, are based on the
original excavators’ field notebook drawings. Notebook
number(s) and page number(s) are indicated under the
drawing. These drawings were redrafted by the author.
Reference control points such as datum points have been
included in the section drawings when given in the field
notebooks.

The soil type that regularly appeared throughout
these excavations is of a variegated brown color, generally
intermixed with lenses of ash, charcoal deposits, burnt
mud-brick, and other occupational debris. In the illustra-
tions, mud brick is designated by hatching on the plans ;
on the sections, medium brown earth by cross-hatching
and charcoal by blackened-in areas ; on both plans and
sections, ash is indicated by dots.

In the main, original artifact drawings were under-
taken by N. and M. Joukowsky ; all have been redrawn
or redrafted and processed by the author.

The majority of the color photographs were taken by
David L. Brill. Black-and-white aerial photographs were
taken by J. Whittlesey, and black-and-white site photo-
graphs were taken by members of our research group.
Trench photographs were all taken from 1967 to 1974 by
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the original excavators — they were reprocessed for this
volume. Artifact photographs were taken by S. Ehlinger,
N. Joukowsky or the author unless otherwise noted. The
reader should refer to the listing of the Figures for
specific credits.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

As in any research, the strategy is directly related to
the evolution of the objectives of the study of the site, the
nature of the source materials and the resources available
for work. Any analysis which did not take into account
the difficulties, briefly discussed below, would fail to
reveal the problems in the nature of the evidence pre-
sented. The following section addresses the implications
of several practical difficulties including a variety of
factors operating at different levels that inhibited the
work.

Finances

The proposed research required financial support.
Funds earmarked for excavation at Aphrodisias were not
available for prehistoric research. Even though the prehis-
toric research project was associated with the classical
excavation, it was financially independent. The team’s
responsibilities involved payment of their own transporta-
tion and equipment for the study of the site, plus
photographic work, computer analysis, and the prepara-
tion of this report. K. T. Erim very kindly provided us
with storage facilities, a field laboratory, room and
board, and Turkish government permission to carry out
the project. Unfortunately the research plan had to be
modified each year, depending on the availability of the
personnel who could finance their passage to and from
the site. The lack of funds resulted in a limited but
explicit set of objectives. As a result, only artifact analysis
could begin in 1976 ; work continued on a modest scale in
1977 and 1978, and was essentially completed in 1982.

Excavation Strategy and Mechanics

Maximum information was not obtained from the
prehistoric excavations for several reasons. Excavating
should have been slowed down or halted periodically until
a complete analysis of the evidence and, particularly, the
stratigraphy could have been completed. Once this analy-
sis had been done, the excavation procedure would have
been more problem-oriented, and work could have been

concentrated in one large area — either Pekmez or the
Acropolis. Once the stratigraphy of parallel trenches in
the area had been confirmed, there would have been a
clearer understanding of the layer-by-layer exposure of
the area, the recovery of horizontal lay-outs, and architec-
tural elements of complexes, as well as settlement pat-
terns. Without this information, it is difficult to correlate
the network of unit, walls and complexes in one trench —
and to interpret these remains in relation to any other.

We could not determine how actual excavation proce-
dures were handled. For example, there was no indication
that either sifting or flotation were an ongoing part of the
excavations.

Stratigraphy and the Unit System

The unit system was too complex a process for these
excavations. In all but two trenches, the stratigraphic
drawings of units on vertical sections was incomplete.
More attention should have been paid to the complexities
of the stratigraphy itself. In addition, there were no
photographs of primary balks to confirm this critical
information.

One of the central concerns of this project was to
identify cultural periods of activity so that a coherent
plan of the excavations could be gleaned. It was decided
to base our study on deposits having clearly recognizable
patterns of use. In working with the field notes, we could
find few clear divisions of levels or floors. When the
original excavators had recognized these divisions, they
created level or complex attributions, but did not, or
could not, delimit cultural periods. In our approach to
the stratigraphy, we found that the small unit distinctions
were unworkable and could not be considered a clear
definition of cultural levels. Sometimes we were able to
align the field notes of a unit excavation to a specific
period, but often we had to assign units and levels, in
some cases arbitrarily. Critics may well question the
selection of units, complexes or levels for the chronologi-
cal phases as presented. The author can only ask for
tolerant recognition of the fact that although it may have
been unwise to place these into cultural periods, there was
no alternative.

In my examination of the depths recorded in the field
notebooks, I found that in some instances there was a
conflict with the evidence as it was quoted in the
preliminary reports. Which depth measurements actually
belong to « floors » and which to some units is not in all
cases clear — the conflict suggests an error somewhere.
Generally, the highest or latest depth measurement has
been selected when the field notebooks gave more than
one opening elevation, and the lowest elevation selected
when more than one closing elevation was listed. The



interested reader should refer to the unit-by-unit discus-
sion in the field notebooks for specific depth references.
All the measurements presented in this report have been
taken from the field notebooks and represent absolute
depths, i.e., as adjusted from the given respective datum
points or subdatum points of the various soundings. It is
of interest to note that some units may fall chronologi-
cally earlier than the general terminus of their assignment,
or they may overlap more than one phase or level, but
generally, when this has been the case, they have been
assigned to a later or higher level attribution. The
subdivisions of each of these levels need confirmation by
future excavation and artifact analysis — hopefully to
establish the natural stratigraphy.

Because the stratigraphic evidence is so circumstan-
tial, there are disturbances in all the trenches, and since
few sealed floor levels exist, we can only assume that
some artifacts and features are mixed. Floor materials
cannot be considered distinct from the fill both under and
above them. The excavators had combined the two kinds
of deposits, and as a result it was impossible for us to
separate them. Further, when we began to correlate the
units, levels, and complexes with those that we had
assigned to a period, there was little certainty about the
alignment, particularly in the balk, ramp, and wall
cleanings.

In a few instances it was found that the same unit
number was assigned to two different excavation areas, in
different trenches. Originally in Pekmez trench 1, numbers
beginning with 400 were assigned ; the same numbers were
also assigned to artifacts and deposits in Acropolis trench
5. Generally there has been little problem in distinguishing
these because the original excavators corrected their
mistakes in time, but in approximately a dozen instances,
marked finds may be confused. In addition, as many as 77
units had questionable depth measurements, and all too
often opening and closing depths and elevations were not
recorded. As the boundaries and depths of each unit are
independent and different from every other unit, there may
be some confusion because some of the unit plans are not
included in the field notebooks. The records often did not
indicate exactly what boundaries the units had. Therefore,
the plans and sections that are included in this volume are
formed from those that were recorded in the preliminary
published reports or by written description and/or draw-
ings in the field notebooks.

In order to maintain as « pure » a sample as possi-
ble, each cultural level has within it correspondences that
are probable, but not secure. The levels of most of these
trenches have been difficult to determine because of the
size of the excavated area and the lack of structural
remains. In addition, the lower levels were so physically
confined that it is almost impossible to present other than
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a tentative assessment of the depositional patterning of
these early settlements.

Incomplete Records

My understanding of the excavation field mechanics
may be incomplete due to the fact that these records were
not consistently maintained in the field notebooks. We
could find no site diary for these excavations. Except for
the unit sheets themselves, there is no indication of the
work done, the number of people at work, and any
problems that may have arisen. Other than the published
reports, there is no record of excavation procedures and
proceedings.

With the exception of trenches 8 and 9, whatever
interpretation and ideas that might have occurred to the
excavators were not recorded. There is little specific
clarity in the notebooks as to soil colors (no Munsell
color charts were used), and textures for these were
inconsistently recorded. Their terminology was subjec-
tively assessed, and was not as informative as it might
have been. For example, unit 508 of Acropolis trench 5,
was recorded as being located under unit 504 in the NW
quarter of the trench ; its opening below the 4.00 m
subdatum point ; then opened from 1.13 to 1.21 m,
and closed below the subdatum at 1.51 to - 1.54 m. The
deposit is then described (Notebook no. 9 : 161-162) :

« Brown earth with some charcoal, then scattered ash
and yellow pise, scattered ash in brown dirt, yellow in
NW, brown mixed with some yellow, 2 rocks in SW
quarter and a pile ? of rocks in NE quarter. Mudbrick
coming from S central edge of unit below brown dirt,
scattered heavyish charcoal amidst yellow and burnt
red and charcoal in N part of trench. »

On the back of the page, a sketch plan had been
drawn on inch graph paper, but it is not clear what this
plan means.

The lack of section drawings, plans, and at times
confused or incomplete field notes (along with the physi-
cal limitation of the areas excavated) provided us with
evidence that was far from easy to assess. | am not sure
whether the documentation was misplaced or whether it
ever existed.

Artifact Analysis

Phase two archaeological work at Aphrodisias (1967-
1974) involved the excavation of trenches, but few of the
unearthed artifacts had been classified or analyzed. The
field notebooks did not maintain a listing of boxed finds,
nor were these containers given numbers. This listing
would have been important for it would have provided a
guide to the finds themselves. Most of the artifacts had
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apparently been kept, many had been catalogued, but
there was no indication as to how or where they were
stored in different areas at the site headquarters. The
storerooms had to be inventoried. Hundreds of wooden
collection containers plus single artifacts stored on shelves
had to be ordered by material and trench, and numbered
before the research could begin. The excavators’ cata-
logue, photographs and field notebooks were combed for
clues, but there was little indication of the quantity or
condition of the collected artifacts and ecofacts. For the
pottery, there was no standardization of nomenclature.
As I mentioned above, Munsell colors were not used in
color definitions. Some of the pottery had been drawn,
but no stance or diameter notations were given. Only
after these problems were assessed, could artifact analysis
begin. In addition, the catalogue records were incomplete,
thus, all of the artifacts had to be restudied, catalogued,
redrawn, and ordered. The processes that evolved will be
examined in Part 4 devoted to artifact industries. Copies
have been made of all these lists, and the assembled file
of background information is now housed at the site for
easy reference.

Publication of Comparable Material

Although prehistoric Aphrodisias had been exca-
vated, it had certainly not been fully investigated yet it
has the potential of yielding data bearing upon important
unresolved questions concerning the prehistoric periods of
the region as a whole. Despite the archaeological work at
Aphrodisias, nearby Beycesultan, and Karatas-Semayiik,
there has been little published archaeological data from
the Anatolian southwest. Research was further compli-
cated by the fact that there are few publications of
comparable sites. Moreover, few Anatolian site reports
have included analyses of floral and faunal remains,
climate, soils, artifact studies of chipped stone, or the
composition of ware fabrics, so there is little synchronic
material with which to work.

Unfortunately, the information housed at New York
University or at the site itself is far from complete, and
the task of integrating these data has been formidable.
However, in spite of all the aforementioned problems, the
excavators did maintain the unit-by-unit field records, and
despite the drawbacks of the unit system, these records
have been the single, most informative element of the
excavations. Information on the stratigraphy, radiocarbon
samples for analysis, artifacts and ecofacts, in many
cases, has been found in direct association with the units.
Therefore, the key unit sequences representing several
cultural periods with hundreds of years of site use have
not been lost. These have provided the basic elements for
this study.

But it should be clear that this report has been
researched and written under less than ideal conditions.
This publication is an effort to rescue what information
remains about these prehistoric investigations. Archaeo-
logical reports must be judged for their completeness,
consistency and clarity. This report cannot be complete ;
its merit is in the presentation of the extant evidence.

DISPOSAL OF EXCAVATION
MATERIALS

The majority of the excavation field records are
stored at Department of Classics, New York University.
Storage facilities for the prehistoric artifacts have been
provided in storerooms located in the site headquarters.
For those who may wish to examine the original material
now stored at the site (reorganized by our team), there
are four disposal areas where objects are retained :

Ceramics

1. All pottery fragments of the Pekmez trenches and
Acropolis trenches 3, 4, 5, and part of 7 have been
retained in their original labeled unit containers, and
stacked in the prehistoric storeroom located off the
main courtyard of the site headquarters.

2. The type series components have been taken from the
unit containers and are stored together in wooden
boxes labeled « Type Series Bowls, » « Type Series
Bases, » etc. Each component has been marked with
its type number, but should the unit number not be
marked on the fragment itself, the context of each
element may be found by consulting the catalogue of
this report, or by examining the computer sheets.
Serial numbers given to drawings of type series com-
ponents can be found in the index of drawings in the
« Type Series Field Notebook. » The type series, the
majority of catalogued objects, outsized ground stone
tools and the Late Bronze and Iron Age ceramics are
stored in the backyard storeroom under the small
house.

3. The Iron Age Lydian ceramics are housed in the

storeroom located under the stairs of the main house.

4. The garage storeroom contains the early pottery of

Acropolis trench 7, the reconstructed pithoi, the
bones of the Acropolis and Kuskalesi trenches, and
other samples of organic origin.



Disposal of Excavation Materials

Catalogued Small Finds

Small finds of the Chalcolithic are all placed to-
gether in wooden containers at the site museum along
with some of the catalogued pottery. A few catalogued
pieces including some metal objects and the figurines,
are on display in the Aphrodisias Museum, along with
the other catalogued objects from later periods of the
prehistoric excavations. Most of the Bronze Age catalo-
gued pieces, however, are in the storeroom located under
the small house in the backyard of the excavation
headquarters.

Chipped stone

Most of the chipped stone is labeled with its cata-
logue number and each was placed in a separate labeled
bag in wooden collection containers for each trench. The
remaining waste was grouped together in collection con-
tainers, and is kept is labeled bags. These are also stored
in the storeroom under the small house. Most of the
Chalcolithic obsidian has been sent to the Smithsonian
Institution, Conservation Analytical Laboratory for anal-
ysis ; four pieces are on display in the Aphrodisias
Museum.

Excavation Records

At the close of the project a complete duplicate set
of records, together with duplicates of all the back-
ground information was stored at the site in Turkey.

The original field notebooks, maps, drawings, com-
puter input documents and cards, catalogue, plus notes
used in the preparation of this volume are stored at the
Department of Classics, New York University, where
they may be studied. Computer magnetic tape reproduc-
tion with the compilation of the ceramic raw data may
be ordered at cost from Dr. Susan S. Lukesh, Systems
Analyst, Management Information Services c/o0 The Cen-
ter for Old World Archaeology and Art, 70 Waterman
Street, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island
02912 USA.

A copy of this volume will be kept at the site in the
library. Anyone interested in studying the original
material should contact Dr. Kenan T. Erim, Classics
Department, New York University, Washington Square,
New York, New York, 10003.
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INTRODUCTION
TO THESE VOLUMES

For clarity in this volume, I have tried, whenever
possible, to credit the original excavators with their
accomplishments and to separate from that the subse-
quent work undertaken by us. I would like to point out
that whenever « we » is referred to in the following
manuscript, it indicates the research team that worked
on the excavated materials from 1975-1984.

The groundwork for this publication of the prehis-
toric material from Aphrodisias began during my first
field expedition to the site in the summer of 1975, but
the greater part of the study was prepared during 1977-
1983. Thus, since the beginning of 1975, the author has
worked with the site plans, field notebooks, catalogue
cards, and photographs that were stored in the Classics
Department at New York University. Annual investiga-
tions (1975-82) have been undertaken at the site itself
where the artifacts from the seven seasons of prehistoric
excavations were stored.

The following report presents a detailed account of
the stratigraphy and of the artifact catalogues of the
prehistoric excavations. The chronology and interpreta-
tion of the three areas of excavation, together with a
limited analysis of comparative material drawn from
contiguous sites, is also discussed. This volume concen-
trates on the similarities and differences of stratigraphy
and artifacts within the site itself. Only the strata and
features associated with the prehistoric periods are dis-
cussed in detail.

This study is presented in two volumes. Volume I is
divided into five parts.

Part 1 the introduction, summarizes the site environ-
ment, its history, the excavations undertaken by the
original participants (1961-1974), and our research objec-
tives (1975-1984).

Part 2 contains the presentation of the stratigraphy.
Also included are the results of radiocarbon analyses,
preliminary chronological assessments, and tentative con-
clusions.

Part 3 covers specialist analyses of the faunal re-
mains of these excavations. The first section of this part,
written by Pam Jean Crabtree and Janet M. Monge, is
devoted to the faunal analysis of the Pekmez deposits.
The second section, contributed by David S. Reese, is a
study of shells found in the prehistoric deposits.

Part 4 describes artifact industries. The introduction
presents the field recording systems that we adopted for
our use. This is followed by a series of separate analyses of
specific artifact materials ; ground stone, chipped stone,
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worked bone, metal, and ceramics. Of particular interest is
the study of figurines by Pat Getz-Preziosi. The prehistoric
chipped stone industry is discussed by J. Léon Leurquin
followed by the neutron activation analysis of the obsidian
by M. James Blackman. In addition to these special
contributions there is a study of the worked bone and
metal artifacts. The following section deals with ceramics.
It contains the quantitative analysis of the frequency and
distribution patterns of major ceramic shape types and
thus places at the disposal of the reader all the relevant
types on which conclusions are based. This includes a
summary of predominant interrelationships between ce-
ramic classes.

Part 5 presents an account of the miscellaneous
ceramics that do not fall into the standard type series. This
section concludes with a contribution by William E. Mierse
on Iron Age Lydian wares, followed by a brief discussion
of the Carian jar by Anna S. Benjamin, and also Frederick
M. Lauritsen’s comments on the earliest inscription found
at Aphrodisias.

In the Conclusions the interpretation of this prehis-
toric material is considered. These interpretations include
temporal and spatial frameworks and ancient activity
patterns. These are preliminary in the sense that they await
verification or refutation from other programs undertaken
at the site itself or at allied sites. Thereafter follows a

discussion of inter-site correspondences and additional
remarks about alliances.

I have tried to discuss Aphrodisias’ interrelationships
with sites having like materials. When nearby sites are
researched, it is anticipated that they will add a great deal
to our understanding of the Late Chalcolithic, Bronze and
Iron Ages at Aphrodisias itself and the area as a whole.
Economic and possible political ties among settlements of
these periods are of particular importance.

These conclusions are directed to the cultural-histori-
cal type of interpretation, for I hope they will provide the
necessary framework upon which expanded cultural inter-
pretations can be made in the future. Perhaps here a
number of ideas have been generated that can be tested to
reveal the causal processes of prehistoric Aphrodisias’
cultural changes.

Volume II is the presentation of abbreviations, a
selected Bibliography, followed by the object catalogue
from each trench. The major object groups are ground
stone, chipped stone, bone, metal, shell, and ceramics.
Artifacts are individually described, and measurements,
material, color, state of preservation, and other pertinent
information is given.

Appendixes 1 and 2 are devoted to surveys in the
area. The list of Illustrations and Tables conclude this
volume.

->

17. Medium small scale aerial view of the Pekmez and the
Acropolis areas (Photo : J. Whittlesey).



PART 2

STRATIGRAPHY

« The first rule about stratification is that there is no rule. »

Sir Mortimer WHEELER (1956:62)
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Stratigraphy

INTRODUCTION

The subject of Part 2 is the stratigraphy of the pre-
historic deposits at Aphrodisias. Its object is to develop
an understanding of the strata, and to describe and inter-
relate them in a manner as coherent as possible... so that
the role of the site can be better known... for itself, and
for its place in southwestern Anatolian prehistory.

In this part is the description of the excavations of
the 13 trenches at Aphrodisias, and in this order : an
introduction of each trench, followed by the presentation
from earliest to latest of its levels or complexes and their
subdivision « units » (see Terminology, Part 1, p. 36),
with the opening and closing depths, description of the
soil deposit, and archaeological features. Its artifactual
and non-artifactual material as well as significant pottery
finds are presented and then referred to again in the
Catalogue, Volume II. Each trench is described on the
basis of its stratigraphy and the problems that are directly
related to that. Thus each trench is isolated and treated
as a separate entity as if it were an individual site. At
the conclusion of Part 2, a cross-trench analysis is given
in an attempt to interlink the entire prehistoric picture at
Aphrodisias.

Radiocarbon dates are presented with their respective
trench deposit — first, the B.P. (Before Present), fol-
lowed by a date based on both the 5568 and 5730 Half
Life, and then the most recent calibrated or corrected
date. These are based on the same data base and statisti-
cal methods published in 1982 (Klein et al., p. 103-150).
These dates were reworked by B. Lawn in 1983 and
supersede previously published radiocarbon results from
these deposits. A discussion of the results is given later in
this part and the complete listing can be found on Ta-
ble 5, p. 163.

From all of this a rough timetable has evolved —
from my studying the individual stratum in the trenches
as well as the original excavators’ field notes, from the
artifact corpus stored at the site and, of course, from the
carbon-14 dates. This timetable is presented after the
trench-by-trench analysis p. 155 so that tentative chrono-
logical correspondences with other sites can be made in
Part 5, p. 427.
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A

18. Sarcophagi for the manufacture of Pekmez on the Pekmez
mound (Photo : Sheila J. Ehlinger).

THE PEKMEZ MOUND

The Pekmez mound (Figures 19-20 and 5, Area B)
lies just S of the site museum piazza from where it climbs
gradually to its 12 m height. Its approximate two acre
extent then gently descends into the southern feeding
plain that is cultivated with tobacco, wheat, squash and
other crops. Unfortunately, its surface has been abraded
by erosion and disturbed by modern landowners, who use
it for their homes as well as a base for their farming
activities (Figures 18-19). Just W of the excavated areas
are the remains of three sarcophagi dating to the Classical

period that have now been adapted by farmers for their
extraction of « pekmez », the jellied grape extract from
which the hoyilik derives its intriguing name.

Under the supervision of B. Kadish, the excavators
devoted part of three seasons’ work to sounding of
Trenches 1 and 2, located on the S side of the mound.
Pekmez trench 1 was excavated in 1967, and Pekmez
Trench 2 in 1969 and 1970. Together the two trenches
covered an area of 120 square m. Bedrock was not reached
in either trench.
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19. Summit of the Pekmez mound (Photo : the author).

—

20. Partial topographic map and plan of the Pekmez mound
(Photo : the author).
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PEKMEZ TRENCH 1

Sections : Figures 21-24

Pithos burials : Figures 25, 371

— Artifacts : Figures 372-374

— Photographs : Figures 26, 373

Artifact assemblages : Figures 369, 370, 374
Site field notebooks : 42-43

SYNOPSIS

LEVELS

UNITS

Level X

1415, 1417

Levels IX-VII

1402 (7)1, 1403, 1405 (?), 1406, 1407 (?),
1409-1414

Level VI 1401, 1404 (?), Pithos burial 1. A question mark in parenthesis following a unit number indicates
Level V 1418 either that the excavators did not assign the unit to a level or that I am
not sure my own assignment is correct.
Level IV Mixed deposit 2. The upper two strata are « historic » and the third level, Level III, is
mixed in context.
o 1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9
~. 1 ! \ 1 ! | | | |
6‘“#’1307
Byzantine
1- Hellenistic
Buriat
2 -
e S Charcoal & Ash Layer
3- —— Q%’Ash &4courses
el ; of mudbrick
BALK ed layer o
@] Reddish soil G D BALK
charcoal flecks
a- | Redclayfoor” ]
s Series of floors
R e
5-
N —
0 .20 1 2

Excavated in 1967, Pekmez Trench 1 was the initial
6.00 by 9.00 m exploratory sondage of the Pekmez mound
(Kadish 1969). The cutting of this trench was at + 13.07 m
above the + 00.00 datum point on the orchestra floor of
the Roman theater. It was subsequently narrowed as the
excavation progressed. At a —2.00 m depth the trench was
reduced to 2.50 x 9.00(?) m; at a —3.50 m depth to
3.00 x 2.50 m ; and finally at a —4.00 m depth to 1.50
x 2.00 m. Its closing below the trench subdatum corres-
ponded to a —5.38 m depth. The location of this trench
can be found on the site plan (Figures 5, Area B ; 20).

The excavators identified ten « levels », listed from
I-X. Seven levels — including Level X, the earliest, to IV,
the latest — are applicable to the prehistoric deposits.2

21. Pekmez trench 1 ; E balk (Notebook 43, p. 6).



No unit section diagrams for any of
these levels were present in the field
notebooks. And only 34 pottery con-
tainers for this entire trench could be
located in the prehistoric site store-
rooms. When we examined the ce-
ramics in 1980, we found that much
of this pottery was unwashed — and
that other artifactual material such
as chipped stone tools and bone frag-
ments had been intermixed in the
collection containers. Nevertheless,
our team managed to classify all the
available pottery3? as well as chipped
stone artifacts, and a great part of
the faunal remains.

Level X,
ca. —4.52 to —5.38 m

No architectural remains were
present in this deposit, but random
charcoal and burnt clay fragments
were unearthed. Artifacts include
sparsely scattered sherds and chipped
and ground stone implements. The
three units, 1415-1417 inclusive, con-
tain the earliest cultural material en-
countered in Pekmez Trench 1
but with so little evidence, this de-
posit can only be fully understood if
this area is excavated further.

Level IX,
ca. —3.949m to —4.51 m

In Level IX, containing units
1413-1414, a series of fragmented
floors were unearthed: at a —
4.28 m depth a partial charcoal layer
was found, at a —4.11 m depth a
fragmented plaster floor was discov-
ered, and at a —4.04 m depth was a
clay floor with charcoal flecks and
ash on top of it. It would appear that
all the architecture associated with
these patchy floor remains had been
disturbed by later builders.

3. It appears that not all sherds were retained
when this trench was excavated ; in some
containers only distinctive fragments were
found.

Pekmez trench 1 ; Levels X-IX
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Child Pithos Burials

Level VIII,
ca. —3.53 to —4.00m

This level contained units 1409-
1412 inclusive. At a —3.93 m depth
outlined in the escarpment was a wall
built of two courses of rough stone
with a course of mudbrick. A char-
coal floor interspersed with plaster
was uncovered at —3.75m in the
NW corner, and a layer of ash which
underlay a bin appeared at a depth
of —3.74 m.

At the E end of unit 1410, be-
tween —3.73 m and —3.98 m depth,
under a :stone next to a floor of
burnt clay mixed with ash, was dis-
covered a fragmented pithos (cat.
no. 1410.1, Figures 26, 373). It was
oriented with its mouth to the E (Fig-
ure 25), and contained multiple child
burials — three skulls intermixed
with scattered pieces of charcoal and
a deposit of dark homogeneous clay.
The pithos mouth was covered by a
large mudbrick. Two of the skulls
were considered « very young », and

el
bt

I

Reddish

clay
Ash
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25. Pekmez trench 1; Multiple infant burial (Notebook 43,

D. 32).




the third was judged to be « pre-adolescent ».4 One of the
skulls was intact ; the largest skull was located in the
bottom of the pot. The only funerary objects buried with
them were three highly polished Columbella rustica, ma-
rine gastropod shells, cat. nos. 1409.1a, 1409.1b, 1409.1c
(Figure 369.9). The level from which this grave was dug
could not be determined at the time of its excavation, but
the pithos is postulated to have been inserted into the
accumulated debris of Level VIII at some point during
the occupation of the level’s later deposits.

Level VII, ca. —3.35 to —3.53 m

Overlaying the pithos burial, a number of burnt layers
were unearthed, possibly indicating that this level was in
constant reuse after multiple conflagrations. Two, perhaps
three levels of mixed architectural features were uncovered,
including plaster pieces and burned mudbrick. A bin was
excavated from —3.54 to —3.61 m, its walls covered with
a gritty mud plaster. The recovery of this bin could not be
completed, for it extended into the unexcavated portion of
the trench.

Female’s Pithos Burial

Level VI, ca. —2.88 to —3.35 m

The stratigraphy of this level is confused by pits
made by the ancient inhabitants. A disturbed pithos burial
covered by a stone slab was discovered at a —2.88 m depth
with its base resting at —3.37 m (Figure 26). The jar
contained a female accompanied by domestic articles in-
cluding : three spindle whorls (cat. nos. 1401.16-1401.18,
Figures 312.4 ; 374.1, 3, 6) ; a small brown slipped bur-
nished juglet decorated with white-filled incisions (cat. no.
1404.13, Figures 372.1 ; 374.13) ; a loom weight (cat. no.
1401.1), as well as two silver-colored bracelets® (cat. nos.
1401.14a-1401.14b, Figures 372.3 ; 372.4 ; 374.15 ; 374.16
respectively), and 24 gold leaf beads (cat. no. 1401.19 ;
Figures 368 ; 372.2; 374.14). This burial was probably
inserted from an upper and later level. It is notably richer
than any of the other burials excavated at Aphrodisias,
featuring the highest quality and quantity of items of
adornment.

4. The bone collection container of the child burials we found to have
been violated by rodents ; only a few scattered bones remained lying
in a morass of shredded paper and droppings.

5. These have been published as « copper/bronze » ; however, as far as
we know, no analysis has been made of their ore content. See Kadish
1969, pl. 28, figs 37-38.
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Levels V-1V, ca. —2.60 to —2.88 m

Level V is not defined clearly in either the preliminary
report or in the field notebooks. It appears that this level
included pits. Between —2.60 m and —2.88 m, an ash area
encircled by charcoal was found ; black slipped burnished
pottery was associated with this deposit. At a depth of
—2.60 m, a hard-packed surface was uncovered, and at
—2.28 m a fragmented floor with a double-layer of plas-
ter. Unfortunately, neither of these floor surfaces com-
pletely overlay the trench — which would have helped
determine the time when the pithos burial from Level VI
was inserted.

26. Pekmez trench 1, Pithos burial of a female, in situ.
(Photo : original excavators).
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PEKMEZ TRENCH 2

Plans : Figures 35-37, 45-47, 49-50, 57-58

Photographs : Figure

Sections : Figures 27-34, 40-43, 48

Artifact assemblages

Chipped stone drawings : Figures 253-256
: 44-46, 48-52 inclusive

Site field notebooks

s 38-39, 44, 51-56, 59

: Figures 375-416

SYNOPSIS

LEVELS

UNITS

Level VIIIC

1599, 1599d (Test Trench C)

Levels VIIIB

1599a-1599¢ (Test Trench C)
1597-1597f (Test Trench A),

VIIIA 1598-1598f (Test Trench B)
Level VIID 1576, 1578, 1580-1584, 1586, 1588, 1590-
1596
Level VIIC 1546a, 1546b, 1549, 1561, 1563a-1563c,

1566-1566¢, 1568, 1569, 1571-1573, 1585,
1589

Levels VIIB-VIIA

1515-1515a, 1519, 1520, 1523, 1525, 1527,
1532-1533, 1535-1540, 1546-1547a, 1553,
1554, 1558-1560, 1563, 1575

Level VII 1501, 1501-a/b, 1506, 1508, 1513, 1516,
1526, 1550-1552, 1574 (?), 1587 (?)
Level VI 1497, 1500, 1502a, 1507a-1507b, 1524b/c,

1528-1529, 1531, 1548, 1554, 1555, 1567,
1570

Levels V-IVe

1468, 1470, 1473, 1476, 1478-1481, 1483-
1486, 1488, 1491, 1493-1495, 1501a, 1503,
1509, 1511, 1511a (?), 1517

Levels IVd 1460-1462, 1464, 1466, 1467, 1471a, 1496,
IVe 1499, 1502, 1505a, 1508, 1512, 1518a, 1521,
IVb 1522, 1524, 1534, 1541
(?) Pithos burial 1534, 1557, 1577, 1579
Level 1Va 1452, 1455, 1457-1459, 1462, 1463-1463a,
1471-1472, 1474-1475, 1487, 1494, 1498,
1504, 1518
Level II1 1449-1451, 1453, 1465, 1543, 1548, 1562,

1562a, 1564

Pekmez Trench 2 can be located in the site plan
on Figure 5, Area B. In 1969 the area was surveyed, and
the trench located approximately +13.06 m above the
+00.00 datum control of the theater orchestra. Trench 2
was laid out 10.00 m N-S by 8.00 m E-W. It was exca-
vated to a depth of 3 m and then, on its S escarpment,
was subsequently stepped at varying depths to allow for

the removal of debris.

From a depth of approximately —5.20 m, operations
were begun in two test trenches : Test Trench A, exca-
vated in 1969, was an irregularly shaped 2.00 x 1.00 m

Medium brown

5 _—
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6 _
S——_——— Series of
——=———T<Bjack Lenses
—
7 - -
\/\
—~—— ST
"\-—\
8-

— — T F

—— I

0.20 1
27. Pekmez trench 2; E balk section (Notebook 52,
p. 515, 530b, 531).

-

trench ; and Test Trench B, excavated in 1970, formed
an irregular L-shape adjacent to Test Trench A. The
plans of both test trenches are represented on Figure 19.
Following the completion of Test Trench B, the area un-
der both test trenches was cleared and a third trench was
sunk, an irregularly shaped 2.00 x 2.00 m, known only
as « unit 1599 » which, for the sake of clarity, I have
arbitrarily redesignated as Test Trench C. This trench
was excavated beyond a depth of —9.49 m the deepest
of any trench at Aphrodisias. Its plan can be seen on
Figure 35.
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The objective implicit in the
excavation of these three test
trenches was to ascertain the
depth of occupation debris, and
to define its material culture.
When the Pekmez mound was
originally explored in 1967, the
excavation of Trench 1 had
yielded a rich array of artifacts
but a confused stratigraphic pic-
ture. One of the objectives of
Trench 2 was a hope for discov-
ery of well-stratified remains,
remains that would fill out the
record of successive periods of
Anatolian prehistory, as well as
tell the excavators more about
the nature of the superimposed
settlements on Pekmez itself.

However, only further prob-
ings will determine whether or
not earlier occupation levels
exist, for the excavators them-
selves were not sure that the
lower limit of occupation had
been reached. In his preliminary
report, K.T. Erim (1971:61)
comments that it is not certain :

« (...) whether it is al-
ready virgin soil (hence si-
gnifying the end of the ha-
bitation levels at Pekmez).
The latter may be the case
since a few small red-on-
white painted sherds were
recorded among the last

finds made above this stra-
tum. »

The aforementioned sherds,
supposedly from unit 1599e of
Test Trench C, would be of
great significance for determin-
ing intercultural lines of connec-
tion — perhaps with Hacilar,
famous for its red-on-white
painted pottery — and for the
dating of this deposit. Yet, as
important as these fragments
are, no mention was made of
them in any of the field note-
books, nor could we find them
in the site storerooms.

Notwithstanding these prob-
lems the trench 2 excavation,
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4 5 6 with its three test trenches, was
! ! ! meaningful. It clarified what
we were able to define as an
occupation earlier than anyone
had expected — a possible Late
Neolithic level — and also it
gave us a stratified progression
of Late Chalcolithic deposits.

1- 1463 Ramp We thought it extraordi-
nary that in those three test
1475 trenches of Pekmez Trench 2,
l 1502 a total of 36,158 pieces of
1511 pottery were recovered —
1517 1512 _____1_5,]12———‘ 59 % of the total for the entire
1521 , Aphrodisias site. And in the

1542 little 2.00 x 2.00 m Trench C

3 - alone were found over 19,000
fragments ! All this pottery
plus the other excavated arti-
facts located in the storerooms
4q - have been processed by our

— team.
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32. Pekmez trench 2 ; Units imposed on the E face of the central balk
(Notebook 52, p. 555).
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to Test Trench A ; those of units 1598-1598f inclusive, to Test Trench B, and units 1599a-1599f inclusive, to Test Trench C.



Level VIIIC, ca. —8.98 to —9.49 m

Plan : Figure 35
Pottery : Figures 297, 375

Level VIIIC is the earliest level in this excavated
sequence. It is the lower layer of the 2.00 x 2.00 m square
pit-Test Trench C or unit « 1599 ». This consists of two
subdivisions : unit 1599d, which was excavated from
—8.98 to —9.49 m ; and unit 1599, which was opened at
—9.49 m. No closing elevation for 1599¢ was recorded ;
this is most unfortunate since it is from here that the
missing red-on-white painted fragments were supposedly
recovered. It must be assumed that the excavation of this
unit went below its opening of —9.49 m, and that it was
closed down soon after it was begun. We do know that the
season ended shortly thereafter.

Unit 1599e, the earliest stratum reached at Aphrodis-
ias, consists of a whitish clay deposit interspersed with
gravel. No artifactual evidence is recorded in the field
notebook, and no pottery container could be located in
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the site storeroom. However, we do have K.T. Erim’s
comment (supra p. 56) indicating the discovery of those
« few small red-on-white painted sherds. » Should these
be found and ever become available for analysis, more
weight might be placed on the chronological significance
of this unit and a notable link established with the suc-
ceeding unit 1599d, as well as with other early settle-
ments in the area.

Unit 1599d represents deposit of some 0.51 m. There
are few remarks in the field notebook concerning the
excavation of this unit, with the exception that at its close
the earth had changed from a brownish colour to a very
light buff with a clay consistency. It is this change in
colour and texture that delimited unit 1599d from 1599c.
No artifacts or ecofacts were recorded in the original
catalogue, however, the pottery stored at the site does
present an interesting corpus of ware-fabrics, forms and
surface finishes. An assemblage of these ceramics is pre-
sented in Figure 297, and in the photograph on Figure
375, and will be discussed on p. 348, and again in Part 5.

10

o) 1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9
| | | 1 | ] [} ] [
Unit
1599
Q' == l Jl 35. Pekmez trench 2, Plan of Test Trench C — Unit 1599
6.20 1 2 (Notebook 52, p. 473).
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Level VIIIB, ca. —7.98 to —8.98 m

Plan : Figure 36
Chipped stone : Figures 253, 378
Artifact assemblage : Figure 376
Pottery : Figure 377

Level VIIIB represents 1 m of debris, and is the
uppermost deposit of the 2.00 x 2.00 m Test Trench C. It
contains unit 1599¢, excavated from —8.62 to —8.98 m ;
unit 1599b, from —8.23 to —8.62 m ; and unit 1599a,
from —7.98 to —8.23 m. These superimposed units di-
rectly overlay Level VIIIC. In the field notebook, there
was one section drawing for unit 1599b but none for
units 1599a and c. No photographs remain that cover
this phase. A few distinctive sherds, however, are repre-
sented in Figure 377, and photographs of the ground
stone tools and other objects are shown in Figure 376.
Chipped stone implements are presented on Figures 253,
378.

The division of VIIIC from VIIIB, I had made after
examining the pottery ; and Level VIIIB from the level
above it, VIIIA, I divided because I expected these levels
too would reveal subtle changes in the ceramic evidence.
When the pottery from each of these unit subdivisions
was compared, a few significant changes were indeed
ascertained (Joukowsky 1982:170-171). Within the units
1599¢-1599a inclusive, few stratigraphic changes were de-
termined. However, unit 1599c was the greatest single
artifact assemblage.

RADIOCARBON SAMPLE

In Level VIIIB an ash and wood charcoal sample, P-2031,
was taken from the clayey gray-brown deposit of unit 1599a. The
field notebook reports that this was collected at the opening of
the unit or at —7.97 m below the trench subdatum. The results
are B.P. 5280 % 70, or 3490 * 80 B.C., calibrated to 4160-3900
B.C. In B. Lawn’s personal communication of 1983, this sample

is reported as having been collected from both units 1599a and
1599b.



Level VIIIA, ca. —5.20 to —7.98 m

Section : Figure 27

Plan : Figure 36

Artifact assemblage : Figures 379-381
Chipped stone : Figures 253-254, 381, 383
Distinctive pottery : Figures 384-385
Air-dried objects : Photo : Figure 386

Level VIIIA contains the entire excavated remains of
the two test Trenches A and B — 16 units comprising 1597
and 1598 with their alphabetic subdivisions. It extends
from Level VIID down to the top of VIIIB or to —7.98 m,
the boundary of Test Trench C. With a 2.78 m depth,
Level VIITA has a substantially thicker deposit than any
other at Aphrodisias and contains more objects ; for these
reasons I have decided to present it in detail — unit by unit
(infra).

Since the primary purpose of the excavation of these
test trenches was to study the chronology of prehistoric
Aphrodisias, it is probable that the original excavation
plan called for the Pekmez mound to be test-trenched to
bedrock — however, the size of the trench prevented this.
We assume that the depth of deposit was far greater
than the excavators originally anticipated, and that once
dug they feared the possibility of cave-ins. It is under-
standable that the confined size of the exposed area did
not allow a clear stratigraphic picture to emerge. And
although no architecture was found within these units,
the fact that there were many superimposed layers of
continued activity is clear from the wealth of other evi-
dence.

The study of this level with its series of units can best
be understood in conjunction with a few preliminary
statements concerning the plan and mechanics of this part
of the excavation.

Excavation Mechanics
TEST TRENCH A

Test Trench A, containing the 7 units of 1597 and its
alphabetic subdivisions, was excavated in 1969. It mea-
sured approximately 2 m E-W by 1.50 m N-S (see plan,
Figure 36). The section drawing which I have taken from
the field notebook and represented in Figure 34, shows
that at an elevation of —6.00 m, the trench was stepped so
that its measurements were further confined to 2.00 m E-
W by 1.00 m N-S. The opening depth of Test Trench A
was registered in unit 1597 at —5.20 m, and its closing in
unit 1597f as being —7.43 m below the subdatum. Al-
though this represents the significantly deep deposit of
2.23 m, the field notes of units 1597a-1597f are too sketchy
for an in-depth study. To make matters worse, four pot-
tery containers holding the sherds of units 1597c, 1597d,
1597d/e, and 1597¢ were upset by an earthquake during
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the summer of 1976¢. Fortunately, the discussion of this
trench was summarized in the published preliminary re-
port. (Kadish 1969:128).7

TEST TRENCH B

Test Trench B is comprised of the nine units of 1598
and its alphabetic/alphanumeric subdivisions. It lies adja-
cent to the N escarpment of Test Trench A and was
excavated in 1970. An inverted L-shape (Figure 36), it
measures 2.00 m E-W on its N side, 2.00 m N-S on its E
side, and 0.75 m E-W on its S side. It is subsequently
stepped 1.00 m on its W side, running NE to SW, and
1.50 m E-W on its S side.

This test trench was excavated from —5.27 m to a
depth of —7.98 m. It should be noted that its opening
does not correspond exactly to that in the adjacent trench
— unit 1597 in Test Trench A, excavated from —5.20 to
—5.45 m, whereas unit 1598 in Test Trench B is exca-
vated from —5.27 m to —5.54 m. It is not clear why the
excavators did not keep the units of the two test trenches at
the same depth, but it is probable that the stratigraphy was
approached with greater concern, or in a manner that
would provide as many small units as possible for compar-
ative analysis.

This question of difference might also have been
allowed for the clearing of debris from Test Trench A —
since it had lain idle through the winter of 1969 before
Test Trench B was dug. Thus scrutiny of the comparative
elevations of the two trenches reveals a discrepancy of
some 0.48 m between them : a 0.07 m difference in their
opening, and a 0.41 m difference in their closing. We do
know that the inception of Test Trench C, dug below
Trenches A and B of Level VIIIA, begins at a depth of
—7.98 m. (The Trench C, Levels VIIIB and VIIIC, con-
taining units 1599-1599e¢, was discussed above.)

To summarize, the records presented us with: 1) a
confusing picture as to the opening and closing elevations
for the units of Trenches A and B ; 2) a lack of photo-
graphs for both trenches ; 3) sketchy field notes for units
1597-1597f of Trench A, but complete field notes for
units 1598-1598f of Trench B ; 4) no stratigraphy records
for Trench A, but good stratigraphy records for
Trench B ; 5) one section drawing for Trench A, but none
for Trench B ; 6) a quake-disturbed pottery record for
Trench A, but a complete undisturbed pottery record for
Trench B ; finally and most providentially, 7) a complete
artifact catalogue for both test trenches.

6. Only distinctive sherds are represented in the figures. The pottery
statistics do not include the study of unit 1597.

7. Unfortunately little is said in this report. Relevant information re-
garding Test Trench A follows the presentation of the material from
Test Trench B.
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Presentation of the evidence

In such a complex situation, I have decided to
strike a compromise with the available data. Since the
field records for the excavation of Test Trench B (units
1598-1598f) are complete, plus having its full pottery
record, I will confine the unit breakdown — of soil de-
posits, artifact finds, and ceramic statistical analysis —
to this Trench B. However, I am able to present cer-
tain distinctive ceramics from luckily undisturbed con-
tainers of Test Trench A, plus some sherds that were
marked by the excavators with the unit numbers of
that trench.

As there are complete catalogue descriptions of arti-
facts from both trenches, I will combine and present them
here and in the Catalogue, Volume II, with the corres-
ponding alphabetic subdivision of units — artifacts from
unit 1597a of Test Trench A will be given after those
found in unit 1598a (the more completely represented Test
Trench B), 1597b after 1598b, and so on.

Further, as there are no section drawings for units
1598-1598f, and in order to present all possible evidence,
I have included the one section drawing of 1597-1597f in
Test Trench A that was found in the field notebook (and
reproduced as part of Figure 27).

The photographs of the artifacts, taken by our
team, are presented in two groups because of their great
number :8 artifacts from the earlier deposits are seen in
Figures 379, 381 ; and artifacts from the later deposits in
Figure 380.

Unit 1598 f

Unit 1598f was excavated from —7.33 mto —7.98 m
below the Pekmez Trench 2 subdatum. This 0.65 m
deposit was composed of brown soil, but in the W part
of the trench, this was noted to be mixed with extensive
ash areas and a residue of burnt mudbrick. In the SE
corner,? it is recorded that a small hole, possibly a pit,
was found containing sherds intermixed with bones. Also
a fragmented large brown-slipped jug (cat. no. 1598f.1,
Figure 385.24) was unearthed containing what seemed to

8. For the review of the object catalogue, we have divided the photo-
graphs of the catalogued artifacts and the chipped stone tools into
separate parts. Shown together on Figures 379 ; 384 ; 385, are arti-
facts from units 1598c-f and 1597c-f. On Figures 380 ; 387, are the
registered artifacts from units 1598, 1598a-b ; 1597, 1597a-b. Photo-
graphs of chipped stone tools from units 1598f and 1597f are shown
on Figure 381 ; in Figure 382, chipped stone from units 1598c-e and
1597c-e are shown ; and on Figure 383, the chipped stone from units
1598 and 1598a-b, 1597 and 1597a-b are represented. Drawings can
be found in Figures 253-254.

9. A soil sample from this area was submitted for analysis, but there is
no record of these results, or where they were sent to be analyzed.

be the bones of a young animal, or possibly an infant
intermixed with a spongy fibrous soil.!? This jar appeared
to have been buried in a pit encircled by a ring of stones,
and may have been inserted from the unit above, 1598e.1!

Catalogued were 11 ground stones from unit 1598f
and five from unit 1597f, 32 chipped stone pieces from
unit 1598f and four from unit 1597f. A marine shell,
Cerastoderma edule, the edible cockle, (cat. no. 1598f.16,
Figures 194.1, 379.28), was discovered in this unit. It is
the earliest marine shell to be found associated with the
Pekmez deposits.

Only one originally catalogued ceramic could be lo-
cated — a large one-handled jug (cat. no. 1598f.1, Figure
385.24), but we were able to find uncatalogued distinctive
white-painted wares from this unit. They appear in Fig-
ures 384 and 385. From a micro-analysis of bowl forms,
it was already clear that the pottery in unit 1598f of Test
Trench B was a continuation of that found in the preced-
ing unit, 1599a of the Test Trench C. The repertoire of
the two units is similar but for the appearance in unit
1598f of several new forms that include flared rolled rims,
inverted and carinated, flaring, and everted shapes. But
by far the most significant shape of this unit is the contin-
uation of the plain flared form (Joukowsky 1982:118-
120).

Units 1598e3-1598e Inclusive

In the following discussion of units 1598e3-1598e, the
ceramic analysis will be considered as a group — but the
catalogued finds, distinctive ceramics, and soil deposits
are discussed separately with their unit’s stratigraphy
infra.

Unit 1598e3

Unit 1598e3 was excavated between —7.20 m and
—7.33 m and consisted of a brown soil.

Three ceramic pieces were catalogued in unit 1598e3.
A flared hemispherical, thick-walled bowl (cat. no. 1598e3.1,
Figure 384.26) was found in a fragmented condition,
but with a complete profile. It has a rounded base, an
articulated rim that bears an exterior groove, and it
is black-slipped and burnished to a low luster. Half a
spindle whorl (cat. no. 1598e3.10, Figufes 311.10, 379.30,
385.32) was also recovered, as well as a complete one (cat.
no. 1598e3.3a, Figures 311.6, 379.29, 384.29). Distinctive

10. No analysis of these bones has yet been made.

11. These field notes are inconsistent ; in one place this deposit is
recorded as having been in the SE corner, in another, in the SW
corner.
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pottery fragments include black-slipped wares that are
white-painted with both horizontal bands (Figure 384) and
vertical-and-horizontal bands (Figure 384.49).

Unit 1598e2

Unit 1598¢2 was excavated from —6.97 to —7.20 m in
the SE of the trench where a thick ash lens was reported ;
during excavation other such lenses were found scattered in
the W sector as well as other parts of the trench. In this
0.23 m deposit the artifact assemblage was similar to the
preceding units — with four ground stone tools, three
chipped blades and flakes plus one « bone » object, a
polished antler (cat. no. 1598e2.7, Figure 379.23).

Of particular interest is the torso of a marble figu-
rine (cat. no. 1598¢2.5, Figures 197, 207, 379.31, 385.47)
unearthed in the E center of the trench at a depth of
—7.05m. This is a two-dimensional flattish idol of
a rather rare type. Its simple, carefully polished and
smoothed so called « Kilia » shape will be discussed in
Part 4, p. 206, along with the other figurine of the Kilia
type!? (unearthed in Pekmez Trench 2 unit 1598a, infra).
The upper body is typically stylized with the flipper-like
arms bent at the elbows and raised over the breasts.

Units 1598el and 1598e

Units 1598el and 1598e were combined by the excava-
tors in their field records, but the allocation of the artifact
numbers in their original catalogue was kept distinct. Both
units were excavated from —6.76 m to —6.97 m. The soil
was dark brown in color with some ashy streaks running
through it.

In unit 1598el, one of the distinctive fragments is
a flared black-slipped, white-painted bowl (cat. no.
1598el.4*, Figure 384.27) with a vertical spool lug handle
attached just below the rim. It is painted with diagonal
bands and burnished to a high luster.

In unit 1598e, two distinctive white-painted fragments
were found along with a black-slipped bowl rim that was
white-painted in a crisscross motif and burnished to a high
luster (cat. no. 1598e.7*, Figure 384.15). Other fragments
painted with banded motifs are represented in Figures 384
and 385.

Within the adjacent Test Trench A, unit 1597e was
excavated from —6.82 to —6.92 m below the trench sub-
datum. This unit is mentioned here because we discovered
some distinctive black-slipped, white-painted fragments in
a container that had not been damaged by earthquake.

12. This is named after the « find place of the first intact example to be
published ». (O. Héckmann 1977 ; see also F. Calvert 1901:329. On
the type, see J.L. Caskey 1972:192ff.)
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Unit 1598d

Unit 15984, a 0.31 m layer, was excavated from a
—6.45m to a —6.76 m depth. In addition to the large
amount of charcoal unearthed in this unit, the soil deposit
appeared somewhat burned and carbonized in some areas.
In the E of the trench it was noted that the charcoal was
cut into by small pits filled with rocks, pits probably dug
and used by the Aphrodisians of later 1598c.

Few artifacts were recovered — only three ground
stones and one chipped stone. However an interesting
knobbed, nail-shaped ceramic (cat. no. 1598d.3) with a
projecting conical cap and a plug attachment was noted.
Its drawing can be found in Figure 387.24.

Roughly within the —6.45 to —6.76 m depth of
1598d unit of Test Trench B — was excavated unit 1597d
of Test Trench A, from —6.52 to —6.82 m. Because of
this close stratigraphic connection, the artifact catalogue
and distinctive pieces of both units can be thought to
represent a simultaneous development. And for both,
there were no major changes in the pottery tradition —
only clear antecedents in earlier deposits, units 1598e and
1597e.

RADIOCARBON SAMPLES

Two samples of charcoal, P-2029 and P-2030, are reported
by B. Lawn (1975:205) as having come from Pekmez Trench 2,
Test Trench B, unit 1589d, —6.55 m below subdatum. 1 have
taken the liberty of placing the collections of these samples in this
unit, 1598d, as presumably the error in digit reversal took place
during either the reporting or publication stages involved with
this material. In accepting the placement of these samples here,
we are assuming that the depth recording of —6.55 m is accurate
which is within the excavated depth of this unit — reported to
have been dug from —6.45 to 6.76 m below the trench subda-
tum.

P-2030 was charcoal from a lens of heavily blackened earth.
(It was not NaOH treated, which may account for the difference
between its date and that of sample P-2029.) The results are B.P.
4860 * 80 or 3050 = 80 B.C. and a recalibrated date ca. 3800-
3520 B.C. P-2029 is from the same deposit ; pretreated with
NaOH, its results are B.P. 5450 * 80, 3660 * 80 B.C. and
recalibrated to 4430-4110 B.C. (Lawn 1977:225. This date is
corrected in this publication.). The results of these tests will be
discussed further at the conclusion of this part.

Unit 1598c

Unit 1598¢ was excavated from —6.12 mto —6.45 m,
a 0.33 m deposit. Many areas consisting of burnt lenses
were found, and in the center S and center N of the
trench, extensive burnt mudbrick debris was unearthed —
indicating that a large conflagration had taken place. At
this base of the unit, at a depth of —6.45 m, the whole
trench showed evidence of burning.
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Few artifacts were recovered : three ground stone
tools, 12 chipped stone pieces, and another Cerastoderma
edule, a marine cockell shell (cat. no. 1598c.2, Figures
194.2, 379.34) similar to the one found in unit 1598f.
However, a pin (cat. no. 1598¢c.12, Figures 274.1, 379.36)
— the earliest example of metal work so far excavated at
Aphrodisias — was discovered. Its ore content was tested
in New York City and is reported in Part 4, p. 288.

Unit 1598b

Unit 1598b was excavated from —5.88 to —6.12 m
below the trench subdatum. The soil was gray-brown in
color. Two large rocks were located in a pit in the SW
corner of the trench, at a depth of —5.92 to —6.12 m.
Possibly this pit was dug by later settlers using the area of
unit 1598a or perhaps even unit 1598.

Eleven ground stone tools, three smoothed stones as
well as five chipped chert pieces were recovered here —
but no bone, shell or metal objects.

This 0.24 m deposit had a collection of the smallest-
sized sherds of any unit excavated and the condition of
many of them was poor. (In our assessment of this de-
posit, we found that approximately 500 fragments were
under 0.03 m in size.) This might be an indicator of heavy
traffic in the area during the time of its use, or that it
may have gone out of use and become a « walked-on »
level.

Unit 1598a

Unit 1598a was excavated from —35.54 to —5.83 m.
This 0.29 m deposit consisted of brown soil interspersed
with some ash lenses plus a concentration of burnt mud-
brick that were unearthed in the S of the trench. At its
closing, several ash lenses were reported to have appeared
in the NW.

This unit was particularly rich in its artifact assem-
blage. Of special interest is a fragmented marble figurine
(cat. no. 1598a.3, Figures 198, 208, 380.15, 385.51) dis-
covered at a —5.60 m depth on the E side of the trench.
This decapitated figurine resembles the earlier Kilia, that
was unearthed at a depth of —7.05 m in unit 1598e or
1.45 m below this one.!3 As stated earlier, these figurines
are rare — approximately 21 that we know of in exis-
tence. A study of these distinctive fragments and a com-
parison of their types is given by Joukowsky (1982:87).
And see also Part 4, p. 206 ; Getz-Preziosi, p. 217 ff.

Five ground stone pieces were found, as well as a
rich array of chipped stone including ten chert pieces and
two of obsidian. In the N of the trench, five well-

13. See discussion of unit 1598e2 on p. 63.

smoothed bone spatulas were recovered at an approximate
depth of —5.73 m. Having catalogue numbers 1598a.12
and 1598a.17 to 1598a.20 inclusive, they are represented
in the drawings on Figure 385, and in photograph on
Figure 390.

Three ceramic objects were recorded : a spindle
whorl (Cat. no. 1598a.1l, Figures 311.7, 380.17, 385.30)
found in the W sector of the trench ; a pinch cup with a
fragmented handle (cat. no. 1598a.1, Figure 385.3) from
the far SW corner ; as well as a second spindle whorl
(cat. no. 1598a.7, Figures 311.3, 380.13, 385.29).

This unit contains materials that are similar to previ-
ous assemblages. As no stratigraphic, ceramic, or dra-
matic changes appear in its artifact collection, it can be
inferred that it represents a continuum of the earlier activ-
ities.

Unit 1598

The latest unit recorded in Test Trench B is 1598,
excavated from —5.25 to —5.53 m. This 0.65 m deposit
was composed of a dry brown soil, interspersed with ash
in the S of the trench.

The contiguous urnit 1597 had the same sort of de-
posit of brown soil but the ash area was more pro-
nounced in the E sector of the trench. It was excavated
from —5.20 to —5.45 m. The section drawing on Figures
27 and 34, shows the complex nature of the stratigraphy
of these two units.

In unit 1598 an architectural feature, wall A, was
mentioned in the field notes and in the publication (Ka-
dish 1971:126) as extending into the W and N balks of the
trench — but it was only the outline of this structure that
was noted, and it was not represented on any of the plans
or section drawings.

Unit 1598 produced ten chipped stones, all of which
seem to be similar to the artifact corpus unearthed in the
earlier phases of this trench. One worked and highly
polished bone object (cat. no. 1598.14) was recovered
which may have been the tip of a spatula. It is repre-
sented both in the drawings (Figure 385.40) and in the
photographs (Figure 380.10). Also 12 heavily encrusted
dried clay objects were classified, as four « sling pellets »
and eight « enigmatic » objects.

The pottery assemblage is characterized by an over-
all similarity of material to that of earlier units, and
holdovers are considerable... but slight modifications do
continue, and when comparing this unit to 1598a there
are indeed indicators of change that may provide us with
certain keys to the evolution of decoration and shape-
form analysis (Joukowsky 1982:155).



From the adjacent wnitr 1597 in Test Trench A, one
of the distinctive fragments catalogued was a black-
slipped incurving bowl rim (cat. no. 1597.1, Figures 279.2,
320, 380.8, 384.46). Just below the rim a successful per-
foration was drilled after the vessel was fired ; another
perforation was attempted from the exterior of the vessel,
but was left incompleted (see the section of this vessel,
Figure 384.46 and its colour photograph in Figure 320).
Decorating the exterior is a white-painted, crossed chevron
motif which is close-burnished to a high glossy luster.

Levels VIID - VII Inclusive,
ca. —2.77 to —5.20/5.30 m

Immediately over Level VIIIA of Test Trenches A
and B lie Levels VIID-VII, a 2.50 m deposit excavated in
1969. These levels consist of a series of occupation layers
plus a wall system, Walls A, B, C and D/E, that had
been built at the beginning of the period. It should be
noted that the stratigraphic connection between Levels
VIIIA and VIID was not broken, and that I have arbi-
trarily separated these levels because of this wall complex
— and then made the further divisions into Levels VIIC,
B, A, and VII — in order to define better the various
phases of the wall system and of the continuing occupa-
tion.14

To demonstrate possible reuse activity associated with
Walls A, B, D/E and principally with Wall C, the excava-
tors had divided the deposit by assigning Levels VIIa-c. In
the published preliminary report the bottoms of these
levels have been presumably designated by plaster floor
fragments (units 1563 and 1563b).15 To quote from Ka-
dish (1971:127) :

« Level VII occupies a stratum from ca. —3 m to
—5.30 m and contains several subdivisions which need
verification by future excavation. ... The evidence for
a series of fragmentary floor remains, associated with
VIla, b and c, however, occupies the east part of the
trench ... The series of occupation levels in VII, the
most recent of which is VIla, ends the occupation

14. It is difficult to reconstruct the dimensions of the trench. From the
section and plans in Figures 37, 45-49, it will be noted that at the
E balk (Figure 27) the trench was stepped at about —5.20 m ; and
on it’s S side an approximate depth of —4.27 m, each time probably
for the removal of debris. It may be reasonably assumed then that
Levels VIID-VII of Pekmez Trench 2 have E-W limits of 8.00 m,
N-S limits of 3.00 m at the E escarpment, and an approximate
dimension of its W limit of 4.00 m.

15. VIila-c. The excavators had not indicated the units for Levels a-c as
having been a part of a specific level. Also since the elevations for
these units were not clearly indicated in the field notebooks, I
thought it necessary to realign units to « reasonable » depth mea-
surements, and then assign these units to levels. My own subdivi-
sion into VII-VIID is based on the wall system and its reuse, on
subtle pottery changes, and on the floor fragments.
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continuity that exists from the depth so far reached in
VIII up through VIIa. After this period Level VI accu-
mulation built up on Pekmez mound (shows) no evi-
dence of building activity. »

It should be noted that some ambiguity in the inter-
pretation of these floor deposits is necessary because of the
slanting tip lines, shown in the W balk section drawing
(Figure 30) and in the photograph (Figure 38). Due to a
lack of clear architectural evidence, we might assume that
the floor fragments were a part of the reuse of the area.

Level VIID, ca. —4.90 to —5.20/30 m1¢

Plans : Figures 37, 45-47

Wall sections : Figures 38-44

Artifact assemblage : Photo : Figure 394

Chipped stone : Figures 255, 395 ; Photo : Figure 388
Distinctive pottery : Figure 389

Level VIID!7 is the earth immediately above the two
Test Trenches A and B, lying directly over their respective
units 1597 and 1598 of Level VIIIA. It is comprised of 21
units!® and represents a deposit of approximately 0.35 m.
As there is some confusion in the field notebooks regard-
ing elevation and unit areas actually excavated, the pic-
ture is far from complete. The soil in most of the trench
is medium brown with characteristic ash, charcoal, and
burnt mudbrick deposits.

The Wall System. VIID is the construction level of
the Walls A-C and D/E (the excavators suggest that Wall
E may have been an extension of Wall D), and also of the
mysterious Structure A (infra). The partial wall fragments
unearthed are illustrated on the plan in Figures 38-39, 44.
In this level no well-defined floors but hearths are associ-
ated with these walls. The floors must have been merely
of beaten earth — for they show no signs of having been
plaster-coated until later levels when vestiges of plaster
are indeed found. The hearths appear to have been con-
structed either directly on this earthen floor or raised. No
post holes were discovered, so it cannot be determined
whether or not this area in Level VIID or even part of it
was roofed.

The incompletely preserved walls are composed of
sun-dried bricks laid on stretchers, and although built
without stone foundations, the construction shows care in
execution. Large irregularly rectangular mudbricks had
been staggered to form both walls C and D/E, indicating
that they were probably laid at the same time. The princi-
pal wall, Wall C, extends in an E-W direction (Figure 37).

16. Specific units ascribed to each level (Levels VIID-VII inclusive) are
listed in their respective level discussion.

17. For photographs, plans, wall sections and catalogued objects of this
level, see also Kadish 1971: pls 26.11-12 ; 27.14-15, and ill. 5.

18. Units 1576, 1578, 1580-84, 1586, 1588, and 1590-96.
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To the W and perpendicular to Wall C is Wall D/E which
extends in a N-S direction. It is probable that cross-walls
or partitions existed in this complex — shown by frag-
mented Walls A and B, bonded to Wall C and extending
N and S respectively. Neither Wall C nor D/E seem to be
complete in length. In height, Wall C is preserved to
0.80 m and Wall D/E to 0.30 m. Their width is irregular
and varies from 0.30 to 0.50 m.

The slant and alignment of the bricks probably fol-
lowed the ancient floor level of the area — or their
excavated stance may have been due to shifts in the earth.
As no tip lines were recorded in the field notebook for
these walls, plus there is a lack of clear stratigraphy for
VIID, it is perhaps safer to assume that the wall
alignment did indeed follow the ancient floor level. We
noted that the W end of Wall C and the adjacent E end
of Wall D/E are squared-off (Figure 37), as if to form a
passageway.

The puzzling Structure A was encountered in the NE
part of the trench. Later use of the area plus incomplete
preservation of this structure have made it impossible to
interpret. Perhaps it was part of the wall system. The

outline of its irregular form is presented in the plan on
Figure 37, and in photograph on Figure 53.

Some of the units in this level had been reserved by
the excavators for the final recording of Walls A-C, D/E
and Structure A — as well as for the straightening of
ramp areas, and finally, for the actual removal of all
structures. Level VIID, therefore, can be accepted as the
layer in use when the walls were constructed — but the
scope for stratigraphic investigation of this area was, as
stated, limited.

It is difficult to say at what depth the walls were
unearthed as this is not made clear in the surviving notes.
We must assume that it was in this level at a depth of
approximately —5.10/5.20 m that the base of the walls
had been reached. Unfortunately, this base revealed no
well-defined floors, only the aforementioned beaten
earth. Summing it up, there is no evidence of foundation
construction, roofing, or of floor surfaces for this im-
portant Level VIID.

Throughout the trench, this study will show it was

not possible for us to separate, to treat distinctly the
material related to the wall construction because of the
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37. Pekmez trench 2 ; Level VIID plan (Notebook 52, p. 493).




intrusions from balk debris, the removal of the structures
themselves, and the fact that the walls were probably laid
directly over the inhabitants’ leveling off of the earlier
material in VIIIA. We noted that no sections for VIID
were recorded or aligned on the escarpment walls or in
the site notebook (except for profiles of the walls them-
selves seen in Figures 40-43).

But within the limits of Walls C and D, a wide range
of artifacts had been unearthed on the NE side of the
trench. As they are at the base of Wall C, they are consid-
ered to be relatively contemporary with its construction.
Also the larger numbers of chipped stone and pottery
fragments lying inside the wall area throughout its periods
of successive use indicates this space probably served as an
interior domestic area. Of note are a few white-on-black
ceramics (Figure 389), undecorated spindle whorls, plus
several stone and ceramic disks found with a ceramic cup
or ladle (cat. no. 1576.111, Figure 389.44). Ground stone as
well as tools are present as well as a continuing deposit of
chipped stone implements in chert and obsidian — includ-
ing blades, flakes, and a core.

38. Pekmez trench 2 ; Wall C section, N face looking E.
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40. Pekmez trench 2 ; Level VIID ; Wall D/E, W face section
(Notebook 52, p. 533).
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41. Pekmez trench 2; Wall C, S face section (Notebook 52,
p. 530c).
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42. Pekmez trench 2 ; Wall C, N face section (Notebook 52,
p. 530c).
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43. Pekmez trench 2 ; Wall D/E, E face section (Note-
book 52, p. 535).

39. Pekmez trench 2 ; S face of Wall C, looking E with Wall
D/E in the background.

44. Pekmez trench 2 ; S face of Wall C, looking N.
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Level VIIC, ca. —4.20 to —4.90 m

Plan : Figures 45-47

Section ; Figure 48

Artifact assemblage : Figure 397
Ceramics : Figures 392-393
Chipped stone : Figure 255
Photo : Figure 391

Level VIIC also contained 18 units, !9 none with well-
stratified remains.20 There is, however, some observable
stratification for this 0.70 m deposit plus minor alterations
of the VIID wall system. Of the 18 units, 15 are considered
« certain » in that there is relative certainty for their
assignment in this level. The other three units are listed as
« probable », meaning that we have reserved judgment for
their placement here.

This is an area of light brown soil intermixed with
occupation debris, partially sealed off from Level VIIB by
ash bands and different colored soils. It can be assumed
that VIIC is a cultural continuation of VIID as is VIIB
which succeeds it, and also between Levels VIIB and VIIA

19. Units 1546a-b, 1549, 1561, 1563a-c, 1566, 1566a-c, 1568, 1569,
1571, 1573, 1585, 1589.

20. For a full discussion of each of these areas, see Joukowsky 1982:
206ff.
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we can assume a continuity of development... since the
units through these periods contain much the same ceramic
tradition with only minor modifications. Thus the area
seems to have been reused through different times without
changes that would be considered fundamental.

Earlier Level VIIC. During this phase the wall system
begun in Level VIID continued in use, but little still is
revealed about the nature of the construction of these
« buildings » and their floor levels. Insufficient evidence
and the lack of bonded walls do not allow us to draw any
certain conclusions.

Outside, or to the north of Wall C, there is evidence
of mudbrick debris, burnt and unburnt clay deposits, and
large stones. It is not clear, if this debris indicates another
wall in the area which could not be identified. As there is
an absence of ground stone tools and distinctive pottery,
and only four chipped stone implements, we are forced to
examine what pottery was collected. For the interpretation
of this locus, a wide spectrum of bowls, cooking pots,
baking trays, bases and handles clearly shows that this
continued as a domestic area — although in this level not
a single spindle whorl was found.

In the E part, areas of ash, scattered seeds, a quern, a
few ground stone tools, some six chipped stone implements,
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and a wide selection of distinctive pottery was unearthed.?!
There is no clear pattern of arrangement except that near
the E escarpment there may have been a place reserved for
seed preparation.

Immediately to the S of Wall C, a large piece of
charcoal was uncovered with ash deposits, possibly indicat-
ing that a roof constructed of wood burned during this
early phase of the Level VIIC settlement.22 The area to the
W of Wall D/E is so incomplete in both excavation and
artifactual evidence, that nothing can be understood about
it at this time.

Although some special features can be recognized in
these deposits, to a large extent they were disturbed by
later builders — and our exercise in separating them for a
specific analysis has shown us little patterning or arrange-
ment that might be considered conclusive.

Later Level VIIC. These later units of Level VIIC are
still contemporary with the various uses of Wall C — but
they seem to belong to the latest identifiable phase of this
building complex. The other walls that were associated
with Wall C appear to have fallen into disuse. Again, there
are widespread patches of ash. No structural remains of
importance are found — except for one recognizable frag-
mented plaster floor uncovered in unit 1563b (supra).

By this time Wall C itself has become somewhat ill-
defined — and the activity of the locus is hard to recon-
struct, particularly since the area is represented by overlap-
ping units. Their delineation and interrelationship is often
indefinite and hence difficult to interpret.

Level VIIB, ca. —3.97 to —4.19 m

Plans : Figure 46
Chipped stone : Figure 256 ; Photo : Figure 395
Artifact assemblage : Figure 396 ; Photo : Figure 394

Only nine units2? have been assigned to this level, and
of the nine only six are certain. Level VIIB represents the
deposit lying above the latest -possible use of the Level
VIID wall system — in Level VIIC — and thereby provides
a transition between Level VIIC below and VIIA above it.
No structure was seen here, with the exception of areas of
fragmentary yellowish plaster along with ash concentra-
tions (supra).

21. In unit 1568, 1200 pottery fragments were collected of which 691 or
57 % were classified. There is a wide range of function, and use of
both slip and burnish. The areal extent of this locus is the largest of
those excavated in conjunction with the wall system, so it may not
be that these figures are meaningful.

22. The pottery from this burned deposit shows no traces of secondary
burning. In this deposit 439 pottery fragments were collected ; 231
or 51 % were classified. This may indicate that a great deal of
activity took place here. But few fragments could be considered
shape types (see Part 4), because many were too small for classifi-
cation. A wide selection of types and wares, however, were found
along with a variety of slip and plastic decoration techniques.
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48. Pekmez trench 2 ; Unit 1566¢ section (Notebook 52, p. 346).

The assemblage includes seven ground stone tools —
whetstones, smoothed stones, grindstones. All these can
be found in Figure 394. Numerous chipped stone arti-
facts will be noted above.

Level VIIA, ca. —3.33 to —3.85 m

Plans : Figure 49

Section : Figures 32, 33, 34

Artifact assemblage : Figure 397

Distinctive ceramics : Figure 399

Chipped stone : Drawings : Figure 256 ; Photo : Figure 398

Level VIIA does not survive in a coherent plan. (This
can be seen on the composite plan of Levels VIIA, VII,
and VI, Figure 49). Its base is not given in either the
preliminary report (Kadish 1971:126) or in the field note-
book, so I have assumed its demarcation and arbitrarily
defined it as a 0.52 m depth of debris roughly extending
from —3.33 to —3.85 m, comprised of 15 units.24 Little
can be learned from the stratigraphy except that there
were scattered plaster fragments found indicating the pos-
sibility of a floor.

23. The six « certain » units in this deposit are evenly distributed be-
tween the eastern trench and the western trench.

Level VIIB - « Certain » Units

Western Depth in m Eastern Depth in m
Units below subdatum Units below subdatum
1539 —-4.90 to —4.29 1563 —4.19 to —4.53
1536 —3.88 to —4.05 1560 —-4.02to —4.19
1540 —3.96 to —4.33 1547 - —3.86 to —4.02

1547a ?

Thus in the western trench, this level runs a depth of about
0.45 m and in the east to a depth of approximately 0.51 m. Some
of these units can be found positioned on the unit diagrams pre-
sented in Figures 29, 31-33. Of the nine units assigned to this level
there are no field records for unit 1546, and unit 1537 was a locus
allocated for the straightening of the W escarpment.
24. Units of Level VIIA are 1515, 1515a, 1519-20, 1523, 1525, 1527,
1532-33, 1535, 1554, 1558-59, 1575.
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The pottery analysis clearly shows us that some
changes are taking place. There is a dramatic increase of
bowls with incurving, inverted and carinated shapes — an
indicator that the student of Anatolian prehistoric cera-
mics will not ignore. More will be said about these factors
in Part 4. An artifact of interest is an imported carnelian
bead with an attempted perforation (cat. no. 1533.3, Fig-
ure 399.48.

RADIOCARBON SAMPLE

A « combined »25 charcoal sample, P-1655, was taken by
the original excavators from « below the level of the plaster (?)
floor »26 in unit 1523 of Level VIIA and at a depth of

25. B. Lawn states, « ... combined small charcoal sample from Level 7,
Pekmez mound, Trench 2 » which referred to the sample having
been gathered from several different places within the unit.

In the field notebook (52:197-198) the excavators first reported a
« hard area » or « floor » in unit 1523. It was recorded as com-
posed of « hard clay » that is then referred to as « plaster » (ibid.).
Whatever the consistency of the floor, it is described as having a
concentration of « little bits of gravel... bits of bone and broken
fragments of pots on the floor ». The extent of this area is shown
on the composite plan (Figure 49) and is represented as plaster for
the purpose of delimiting it from other deposits.

26.

—3.57m. The results of the sample are B.P. 2250 * 60,
370 + 60 B.C. and corrected to 410-360 B.C. (Lawn 1971:371).
This date will be discussed infra, p. 163.

Level VII, ca. —2.77 to —3.33 m

Plans : Figures 49, 50

Sections : Figures 29, 32, 33, 34, 37

Artifact assemblage : Figure 402 ; Photo : Figure 400
Distinctive ceramics?’ : Photo : Figure 319

Chipped stone : Drawings : Figure 256 ; Photo : Figure 401

Thirteen units?® have been ascribed to Level VII, a
0.56 m deposit. This level is the last subdivision of cul-
tural Level VII series, the latest of these deposits. To
judge by the evidence shown on the composite plan of
Figure 49, little architectural evidence survived.

27. For photographs of the small crude cups associated with these
deposits, see Kadish 1971: pl. 26.13.

Units 1501, 1501a, 1501b, 1508, 1513, 1516, 1526, 1550, 1551,
1552, 1574, 1587. The stratigraphy of relevant units will be dis-
cussed individually, but units 1551, 1550, 1552, 1574, and 1587 are
considered to be stratigraphically unreliable because they were des-
ignated for balk cleaning.

28.
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However, ceramics we considered worthy of note
were : podic cooking-pot bases ; several inverted bowl
fragments (Figure 402) ; and a bowl fragment with dou-
ble-cordeye handles (cat. no. 1516.1, Figure 402.10). Also
three metal objects were recovered : a pendant (cat. no.
1550.1, Figures 274.3, 400.15) ; a broken bent wire (cat.
no. 1516.1, Figures 274.4, 400.21) ; and a bead (cat. no.
1516.2, Figures 274.5, 400.22).

An intrusive burial was unearthed within unit 1516,
excavated from —2.85 to —3.63 m ; consisting only of a
human skull.? Associated with the skull were a number
of artifacts, five of especial interest : a possible « fat
lady » figurine of calcium carbonate (cat. no. 1516.3,
Figure 222); a fragmented stone axe (cat. no. 1516.4,
Figure 400.6) ; a stone ball that shows allover pitting
(cat. no. 1516.7, Figure 400.23) ; a smaller stone ball
(cat. no. 1516.4a, Figure 400.19) ; and a black bead (cat.
no. 1516.6, Figure 400.20) that was possibly part of a
necklace, but no other beads were found.

Summation

These strata had opened in Level VIID with the con-
struction of the wall complex... which continued in use
through VIIC. Following the build-up of debris and par-
tial ruin of the living areas in each of the levels, beginning
as early as VIIC, numerous modifications had taken
place... until by the end of Level VII these areas no
longer served the inhabitants and became covered over
with fill.

Level VI, ca. —2.15 to —2.77 m

Plans : Figures 49, 50

Artifact assemblage : Figure 405 ; Photo : Figure 403
Distinctive ceramics : Figure 405

Chipped stone : Photo : Figure 404

Level VI contained 20 units, 3 with a deposit of
0.62 m. There is a minimum of confusion relating to its
upper limits at —2.15 m due to the accumulation of ho-
mogeneous dark brown earth covering a major part of the
trench ; there is confusion, however, as to its lower limits,
and its separation from Level VII since there is no defi-
nite delineation between them.

We also know that during the final period of
Level VI it was used as a burial ground — because of
intrusions of artifacts as well as insertions of pithoi from
Level V or even IV, and because pits from later levels
disturb the area. As a result the picture of its living
pattern, if indeed there was one, cannot be recreated.
Since little evidence of settlement activity could be noted,
it seems a fair indication the area was not inhabited.

29. To date, no anthropometric study has been performed.
30. Units 1497, 1500, 1502a, 1507a-b, 1524b-c, 1528-29, 1531, 1548,
1554, 1555, 1567, 1570.

For the most part, we tentatively accept the recon-
struction put forth by the excavators in the preliminary
report (Kadish 1971:126) :

« Since there was in Trench 2 no evidence of
buildings of any kind and since most of the pottery
seems so far to be disconnected and unreconstructable
sherds, it is difficult as yet to know how the earth
accumulated and how long it took to do so. This will
probably become clear as the excavation and pottery
study continue and when the results of the charcoal
dating begin to yield evidence.3! The uppermost 10 cm
of this stratum is consistently a darker brown than the
rest of the layer and gives the appearance of an accu-
mulation resulting from a period of heavier vegetation
than had taken place during the rest of the build up of
VI. »

Some interesting artifacts give further suggestion the
deposit was disturbed : a piece of blue schist (cat. no.
1524c.1, Figures 223, 403.7) which I was able to deter-
mine was a figurine (see p. 213), was found associated
with a few beak-spouted ceramic fragments (cat. nos.
1502a.1, Figure 405.8, and 1548.1, Figure 414.5).

Levels V-IVe, ca. —1.40 to —2.15 m

Catalogue assemblage : Figure 408

These two levels are presented together because little
difference could be discerned between them — the archi-
tectural features were not distinctive, and the area was so
disturbed with pits and pithoi that it was difficult to
determine what level either belonged. The following is an
attempt to delineate their features.

Separating Level V32 from Level VI below is the afor-
ementioned deposit of brown earth.33 In the NE corner of
the trench the earth became clayey brown with ash depos-
its. In the ash were found a small ceramic bowl with
horizontal loop handle (cat. no. 1495.1, Figure 405.15) ; a
quern Pek. 2d, Figure 414.10) ; and a grindstone (Pek. 2e).

Above this ash deposit was a wall and partial floor,
both of yellow-colored mudbrick. Associated with the
floor was a knobbed cooking pot (cat. no. 1495.11, Figure
405.25), and a pithos fragment with a crescentic lug han-
dle (cat. no. 1475.1*, Figure 412.15). Above the floor lay
more brown earth intermixed with charcoal flecks.

An interesting discovery were four huge fragmented
storage jars.3* One, referred to as Pithos C, was complete
but for rim and neck. Another, Pithos D, containing ani-
mal bones and ash, had probably been sunk from the
ashy level that covered the deposit. All were said to be

31. There are no carbon-14 dates available from this deposit.

32. In Levels V-IVe are units 1468, 1470, 1473, 1476, 1478-81, 1483-86,
1488, 1491, 1493-95, 1501a, 1503, 1509, 1511, 1511a (?), 1517.

33. For a plan of this stratum see Kadish 1971: ill. 3.

34. One of the pithoi could not be found for documentation.



Pekmez trench 2 ; Levels VII, VI, V-IVe 73

1 2 ? 4 9 © i 8 ? 10
1516

2_

\ EAST | RAMP
CENTRAL| RAMP 1513 1508 b\
3— —
1520

4- \

5-

6_

50. Pekmez trench 2 ; Levels VII and VI, E trench units (Note- |r l o l jl

0.20 1 2

book 52, p. 169, 179, 191).

51. Pekmez trench 2 ; E balk with Pithos C.

52. Pekmez trench 2 ; Unit 1460 hearth.

covered with this ash. Fallen mudbrick with a thin line of
mortar lay to the E of these pithoi in the NE sector
Associated with this deposit were two spindle whorls witl
bilateral white-filled incisions (caf. nos. 1491.1, Figures
406.3 ; 407.23 and 1491.2, Figures 406.4, 407.20).

A semi-circular arrangement of stones, probably
forming a hearth, was uncovered at a —2.28 m depth. In
the N escarpment (Figure 28) a house wall (?) was
unearthed which may have been associated with this
hearth.3 A series of plaster floor fragments plus more
ashy deposits was found between —2.09 m and —2.19 m,
and another spindle whorl with bilateral white-filled inci-
sions (cat. no. 1488.1, Figures 406.2, 407.21).

35. This wall is not clear from the section, Figure 28.
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Pits interlaced this entire stratum. Red pigment asso-
ciated with these pits led the excavators to suggest the
area may have served for pottery production.

Level IVd. ca. —2.15 m

This « level » contained a few centimeters of earth —
presumably it was a unit of excavation used to divide
Level IVc from the earlier trench deposits of Level V. The
three levels d-b contained 18 units.36

Levels IVc and IVb. ca. —1.80 to —2.15 m

These levels are combined due to inconsistencies in
reporting. They were both excavated to approximately a
—1.80 m depth. No walls or foundations were found,
only a large stone-packed ash circle, which probably
served as a cooking area. It is because this cooking area,
unit 1467, was assigned to both IVc and IVb that I
thought it best to combine the two levels. Uncovered in
this unit were sherds, animal bones and pottery frag-
ments, including a neck-grooved, beak-spouted vessel
(cat. no. 1467.1,37 Figure 408.28).

Level IVb is reported as having a brown soil with
scattered rocks, small ash areas, and interlaced with large
pits excavated by its ancient inhabitants. In the prelimi-
nary report the excavator (Kadish 1971:124) says « bits
of evidence suggest metal working » was carried on here.
We did find a few fragments of slag in the collection
container, which may have provided the basis for this
statement.

Level IVa, ca. —1.40 to —1.80 m

This level is characterized by a mixed deposit : intru-
sive artifacts of the classical period were found. No archi-
tectural features were reported. There are 17 units.38

Level IIl, ca. —1.12 to —1.40 m

This level is also an admixture of prehistoric and
classical materials. The excavators have labeled it « Hel-
lenistic » with good reason, for the majority of the arti-
facts appear to be of that period. It contains ten units.3?

36. 1460-62, 1464, 1466-7, 1471a, 1496, 1499, 1502, 1505a, 1508, 1512,
1499, 1502, 1505a, 1508, 1512, 1518a, 1521-2, 1524, 1534, 1541.

37. Kadish 1971: pl. 25, fig. 2.

38. 1452, 1455, 1457-59, 1462, 1463-63a, 1471-2, 1474-5, 1487, 1494,
1498, 1504, 1518.

39. 1449-51, 1453, 1465, 1543, 1548, 1562, 1562a, 1564.

The Pekmez Trench 2 Pithos Burials

Plans : Figures 57-58
Sections : Figure 27
Artifact assemblage : Figures 53-56, 59, 410-411

In lowering the E ramp of Trench 2, a fragmented
pithos containing two skeletons was discovered at a depth
from ca. —2.22 to —3.32 m below the trench subdatum.
We have been able to ascertain that this burial actually
involved four units : unit 1534 was the discovery of the
pithos ; unit 1579 was the excavation of the pithos inte-
rior ; unit 1531 was where its base rested ; and unit 1577
was devoted to the final excavation and removal of the
pithos. Figures 53 and 59 show its position in the trench.

The burial is undoubtedly intrusive. Although Level
VI seems to be the upper limit of the pithos, with the
base resting in Level VII, the actual level from which this
pithos was interred is problematic as it did not break
through any clearly defined floor. The excavators thought
that « the pithos did not appear to have been sunk into
this level from the level above (V) ». But we think it can

53. Pekmez trench 2 ; Pithos Burial in situ with Level VIID
walls.




54. Pekmez trench 2 ; Burial Pithos with offerings of skeleton
(a) in situ.

55. Pekmez trench 2 ; Burial Pithos with offerings of skeleton
(a) in situ.

56. Pekmez trench 2 ; Burial Pithos with offerings of skeletons
(a) and (b).
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be inferred the burial was inserted either from Level V or,
even more probably, from the one above that, Level IV.
The question will be discussed in Part 4, a section devoted
to distinctive ceramics, when parallels to the black-slipped
wares associated with this burial are made. Following is a
breakdown of this excavation by unit.

Unit 1534

This unit of the actual discovery of the pithos burial
opened at —2.33 m and closed at —2.86 m. The field
notes describe the soil conditions as difficult to under-
stand, because the area was concentrated with ash and
root growth (which had even impenetrated it). This huge
vessel (Figures 410-411) was discovered lying on its side in
a pit, with its mouth pointing toward the E. Unearthed
with the pithos at a depth of —2.38 m were black-slipped
wares and pithos sherds, undoubtedly from the frag-
mented jar itself.40 The only stone in association was the
thin slab of capstone which had sealed it.4!

In this unit’s collection container we found one
chipped stone tool that had been catalogued in 1970 ; two
other chipped stone pieces were catalogued by us. One was
a translucent chert « sickle » blade (cat. no. 1534.1, Figure
409.2) exhibiting fine retouch with silica sheen on its left
edge, a sharp corner on its right distal surface and then a
rounding off with small regular parallel scars.4? Other tools
include a quartz blade (cat. no. 1534.50, Figure 409.1) and
a black chert waste flake (cat. no. 1534.51).

Unit 1577

This unit involved the removal of the pithos (after its
interior had been excavated in unit 1579, infra). Just to
the W of the pithos mouth an ash pit had been noticed.
And at a depth of —2.41 m, a seed sample was taken.*?

No ground stone tools were found in this unit, but
eight chipped stone artifacts of chert had been catalogued.
Of interest is a blade with silica sheen (cat. no. 1577.1,
Figure 409.3). On both its ventral edges there are signs of
denticulation, with sheen appearing on edges and sur-
faces ; the retouch becomes extremely heavy and invasive
on the left dorsal edge. Cat. no. 1577.2 (Figure 409.4) is a
denticulated blade. Other than a blade blank (cat. no.
1577.3, Figure 409.5), the five remaining chert pieces are
of chipped waste and include catalogue numbers 1577.100
to 1577.104 inclusive. One fragment of quartz waste was
also recovered.

40. Level VI, see unit 1531 discussion in Joukowsky 1982:336.

41. A search for this slab was made so that its accurate dimensions
could be given, but it was not located.

42. It is of interest to note that the silica sheen does not overlap onto
other surfaces as is commonly found with such tools.

43. No results have been registered of its analysis.
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The only pottery of importance in this unit is the
pithos itself. Its photograph is represented in Figure 410,
and its drawing in Figure 411. This multi-handled vessel
bears three sets of three rounded vertically positioned
loop handles — placed on the sides of the neck, on
the upper body/shoulder, and on the upper part of the
conical base. The pithos is 1.30 m in height and 1.10 m
at its widest point ; the diameter of its rim is approxi-
mately 0.42 m. The ware-fabric is a dark reddish brown
2.5YR3/4, the core is black, and parts of the surface
fabric of both the interior and exterior are worn away.
It is densely tempered with inclusions. The vessel walls
range from a thick 0.05 to 0.08 m. This burial pithos was
particularly shattered on the upper surface of its base,
and it was here that the roots and ashy earth probably
entered.

Unit 1579

It is this unit that was reserved for the excavation of
the pithos interior. At the outset a fine-textured brown
soil was encountered containing land snail shells, scattered
sherds, loose bones, and seeds from which more samples
were taken for analysis.** All of this artifactual and non-
artifactual material was considered to be intrusive. Inside
the pithos, below the soil, the two inhumations were
discovered. Both skeleton (4) and skeleton (b) were found
in states of varying disarray.

Skeleton (a) was encountered lying on its right side,
partially flexed,* with its head oriented toward the mouth
of the pithos, or to the E (Figures 56, 57). Below its rib
cage and under most of (@) was noticed an area of red-
dish-brown unidentified powdery material ; perhaps the
skeleton had been laid on a mat or some other woven
material when it was interred. Because the bones were
partially disarrayed, it is not known whether or not this
was a secondary or primary burial ; it is possible that the
body decayed and was then placed inside in a somewhat
articulated position. Found behind the legs of skeleton (a)
was a flat everted black-burnished rim sherd.

Skeleton (b) was discovered lying slightly to the SW of
skeleton (a) with its bones completely disarranged (Figures
56 and 58). Its skull was found collapsed onto its pelvic
area, the scapula was found in the SW part of the pithos,
and the vertebrae were found scattered all around with
loose bones recovered from areas N and S of skeleton (a).

44. There is no note in the field notebooks or other site records as to
the results of this analysis, or to where the seeds were sent for this

study.
45. The size of the pithos would preclude the bodies from being ex-

tended.

Burial A

57. Pekmez trench 2 ; Pithos Burial Skeleton (a) (Notebook 52,
Dp. 395).

The state of disarray was such that it was impossible
to recognize the original position of the body. This was
probably due to the reuse of the pithos for the interment of
skeleton (a). Thus skeleton (b) was presumably an earlier
burial found behind the legs of (a). The bones of (b) had
obviously been brushed aside for the later interment. The
association of the two individuals may indicate that this
was a family tomb. Unfortunately no physical anthropo-
metric analyses have been performed on the bones.46
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58. Pekmez trench 2 ; Pithos Burial Skeleton (b). (Notebook 52,
p. 391-393).

46. It is presumed that anthropometrical investigations were hampered

by the nature of the fragments, as there were no reports concerning
these.



In the field notebook it was clearly indicated that only
jar offerings accompanied the dead. But we discovered
three ground stone tools and seven chipped stone pieces
in the collection containers and accordingly catalogued
them. Six of the seven chipped stones are of chert — the
seventh, the only piece of real interest, is a clear colorless
obsidian microlith-sized bladelet (cat. no. 1579.105, Fig-
ure 409.7). All the others are waste flakes including cat.
no. 1579.101 (Figure 409.6). No metal or bone artifacts
were found in the pithos.

Besides the rim sherd mentioned above, ceramic jar
offerings accompanied the dead. Three of these are defi-
nitely associated with skeleton (a) since they were disco-
vered resting in front of the body (cat. nos. 1579.1, 11,
and 111, Figures 343.1-3, 344, 411.2-4). But the fourth jug
(cat. no. 1579.1V, Figures 343.4, 344, 411.1) was reco-
vered from behind skeleton (a) and may have remained
there from the earlier burial.

Cat. no. 1579.1 (Figures 343.2, 344.2, 411.3) is a jar
characterized by a large cutaway spout. Cat. nos. 1579.11
(Figures 343.1, 411.4) and 1579.1V (Figures 343.4, 344,
411.1) are both small beak-and-cutaway spouted jugs with
a burnished black-slip polished to a high luster — but
1579.11 is further decorated with appliqued knobs. Cat.
no. 1579.111 (Figures 343.3, 344, 411.2) is a drinking vessel
with cutaway spout and is sometimes known as an « infant
feeder » ; its small tubular spout was not recovered in the
burial. Cat. no. 1579.1V (Figures 343.4, 344, 411.1), found
at —3.17 m, is a small jug with a black slip that is
burnished to a high, glossy luster.4” The first three of these
vessels — I, II, and IIl — bear stains of an irregular
crisscross pattern on some sort of woven material.*8 No
complete black-slipped cutaway jugs have been found in
other contexts at Aphrodisias — it is postulated that they
were manufactured specifically for these two burials and
may have been imported. Further discussion will be found
in Part 4 in the section devoted to ceramics, p. 404.

Pithos Burial Summary

These two burials would seem to indicate the continu-
ous use of the same pithos, or that after some interval the
second body, skeleton (a), was inserted. It was perhaps at
this time that the pithos was so badly shattered at its base,
but this must remain a point of conjecture. There was no
use of stones to support or protect the huge jar, with the
exception of the aforementioned capstone.

The pottery from this burial does not cover a great

47. Kadish 1971: pl. 26.10.

48. There is no indication if these stains may have been brought about
in manufacture of the pots, or whether they resulted from their
position in the burial. Reason would indicate that the burial deter-
ioration might have produced them, for cat. no. 1579.IV did not
bear any stains.
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range of form. The jug types with high projecting cutaway
spouts are found at Beycesultan, Kusura and also Troy —
but these variants and parallels will be discussed in Part 4.
The presence of chipped stone tools in this deposit are
relevant to the interpretation of the burial, for it is by no
means clear whether they were deliberately placed with the
pithos in context or simply represent part of the accumula-
tion of occupational debris. Further, it can be questioned
whether or not they owe their presence to a confusion
in excavation reporting. It is curious that cat. no. 1534.1
(Figure 409.2) is the same type of chert as a piece in
Level VII (cat. no. 1516.100, Figure 401.2).

The information that can most appropriately be
sought from the pithos insertion and from its stratigraphy
is that in our chronicling of events there is a shifting of
cultural use of Pekmez between Level VII and the time of
the burials. Further investigation of these levels may reveal
whether we can ascribe this to inevitable cultural change —
change that eventually involved the abandonment of the
Pekmez mound sometime before or after the pithos was
inserted.

For well-documented parallels of this type of burial,
we can look to the Early Bronze Age cemetery at Yortan
(CRAI 1901: nos. 810-817), and at Karatas-Semayiik
(Mellink 1965c:241 ff.) where all the burials were con-
tained in jars or pithoi. And although rare, stone slabs
were also used there as capstones — and most of the jars
faced E (ibid., p. 241). In her report, M. Mellink states
that in secondary burials :

« ... the bones of the previous occupants were
pushed to the base of the pithos along with whatever
tomb gifts were left. The additional body was neatly
inserted in the main available space, tomb gifts were
added and the original cover was put into place. »

If this process holds true for the burial at Aphrodis-
ias, and it certainly seems to, then it might be reckoned
that all of the jar offerings accompanied only the second

burial, skeleton (a).

59. Pekmez trench 2 ; Burial Pithos in the E ramp looking E.
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60. View of the Acropolis Mound looking NW with the Roman
theater and baths (Photo : the author).

THE ACROPOLIS MOUND

If one stands at the summit of the Acropolis, there is a
spectacular unobstructed view as far as the eye can see.
Below is the monumental classical site... its feeding plain,
the plateau, and beyond, the surrounding mountains. The
Acropolis mound dominates the site of Aphrodisias. It
appears to be entirely man-made, for native soil was not
reached in any of the nine trenches that were cut into its
24 m high slope. In Figure 12, may be seen the ruins of a
Byzantine defense wall that stands on the lower W slope
NW of Trenches 3 and 4, as well as the ruins of the
historic period seen near the highest point of the mound.

For nine one-to-two month summer seasons, in the
1960s, the Acropolis site was excavated. Even with half
the mound dug away by the Romans for their theater,
K.T. Erim’s choice to excavate the W-side of the mound
proved providential. Work began in 1966 in Acropolis
Trenches 1 and 2, and was conducted annually through
1974. The program of excavation can be found in Ta-
ble 1, Part 1, p. 36.

In the following discussion, the stratigraphy of each
of the seven trenches will be presented, and then the two
Kuskalesi trenches, located to the S of the Acropolis.
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The Acropolis Mound

N40

$40

61. Topographic map and plan of the West Acropolis mound
(Drawn by F. Hueber, H. Hambruch and W. Héhnl ; redrawn by James Heyle and Mary G. Winkes).



62. The Acropolis mound looking W from Pekmez.
(Photo : the author).

ACROPOLIS TRENCHES 1 AND 2

Artifact drawings : Figure 418

Photographs : Figure 417

Site notebooks : 3 and 4

Synopsis : Prehistoric pottery scattered throughout Levels 1-20

Acropolis Trenches 1 and 2, excavated in 1966 under
the supervision of Stephanie Page, were located at the
NW base of the Acropolis (Figure 5, Area C). The pur-
pose of the soundings was to test if the Acropolis was a
natural or man-made mound of accumulation. The latter
was confirmed. It was also determined that the superim-
posed strata were of the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzan-
tine periods.

Trench 1 measured 3.00 x 10.00 m and Trench 2
was designated as a 3.50 m extension of Trench 1. Twenty
strata, excavated to a depth of approximately —8.50 to
—9.00 m, were identified in the deposits. In stratum 19
the water table was reached — and attempts to pump out
the trench for the investigation of earlier periods were in
vain. However the excavators were able to determine that

the soil below the water level contained coarse wheelmade
wares. As far as the prehistoric material in these two
trenches is concerned, only sherds of dark gray burnished
handmade pottery were found (Figures 417, 418).4° And
the earliest deposits actually reached are as late as the
Hellenistic period. But the presence of those handmade
wares plus a few stone tools, such as a stray handaxe
unearthed in the Byzantine levels, were of prehistoric man-
ufacture. Thus, the Byzantine and Roman strata indicated
that a much earlier origin for the Acropolis mound might
indeed be postulated. It was also concluded that the water
table had risen considerably since the Hellenistic period.

No plans or sections are presented for these trenches
because the deposits are mixed and their late-date strata
are beyond the scope of this report. Some of the hand-
made pottery plus a few objects are presented in the
catalogue. These we were able to recover during our 1980-
1981 seasons from their collection containers — and we
washed, numbered, and catalogued them at that time.

49. A preliminary report was published in Kadish 1969.
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64. The Acropolis mound showing the excavated prehistoric trenches viewed from the W (Photo : Sheila J. Ehlinger).
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SYNOPSIS

COMPLEXES - LEVELS

UNITS

Complexes XII, XI, X, IX,
VIII

279-90, 292-94 (?) and Area A

ACROPOLIS TRENCH 3

Complexes VI, V, IV

252, 264, 266, 268, 270,
272 (7), 273-275, 277-278

Sections : Figures 65-70, 74-75
Plans : Figures 71-73, 76-78
Artifact drawings : Figures 419, 421, 423, 425-428, 431, 434

Complexes III, II, and Levels
5B, 7A-7D, 8, 8C (7), 9

201-54, 256, 260, 265 (?),
267, 269, 276

Artifact photos : Figures 420, 422, 429-430, 432-433
Chipped stone : Figure 257

Complex I and Sub I-Levels I,
6A-B, 8B

260, 262-63

Site notebooks : 15-18, 39 (part), 47
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65. Acropolis trench 3 ; N balk section (Notebook
18, p. 262, 280, 284).
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In 1967 a 6.00 x 9.00 m trench was opened on the
Acropolis, designated Trench 3 and excavated by Barbara
Kadish. The trench was located approximately 13 m from
the base of the W side of the Acropolis mound (Figure 61),
above the + 0.00 datum point located on the orchestra
floor of the theater. The purpose of the excavation was to
verify whether a prehistoric mound was responsible for the
original accumulation of earth.

From the surface to —2.50 m, two layers of Byzantine
occupation were unearthed, followed by a destruction
level that was possibly caused by an earthquake. Below
this lay 3.00 m of homogeneous rubble fill. To a depth
of —5.50 m from the trench subdatum very little pottery
was found and no significant architectural remains.
However ash, charcoal, burned loam and mudbrick indi-
cated the possibility of at least seven phases of occupa-
tion between the surface and this —5.50 m depth.
Below, from —5.50 m to the closing of the trench at
—10.00 m, significant architectural and artifact remains
appeared — which the excavators termed « complexes »
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66. Acropolis trench 3 ; Units imposed on the N balk (Notebook 18, p. 268).

(see p. 37). They range from Complex XII (the earliest)
up to Complex I. These architectural elements and their
respective units will be discussed chronologically, from
the earliest to the latest.

These early deposits of Acropolis Trench 3 are not
well defined in either the field notebooks or in preliminary
reports. Once again, some of the excavated units had not
been delimited by elevations. Using the field notebooks,
I worked out what I reckoned were appropriate ones for
each unit, and then tentatively assigned these units in
Complexes labeled XII-V. Units ascribed to the later Com-
plexes IV-I had already been listed, with their elevations,
in the field notebooks ; there the excavators’ unit assign-
ments have been adhered to.

No photographs could be located for this trench’s
excavation. The data available consisted of descriptions
in the preliminary reports, the field notebooks, and the
original catalogue of artifacts. For the random sample of
the ceramics we processed 55 % of the 100 collection
containers we had inventoried from trench 3.
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67. Acropolis trench 3 ; E balk section (Notebook 18, p. 266, 274).
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68. Acropolis trench 3 ; Units imposed on the E balk (Notebook 18, p. 272).
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-9.36

Complexes XII-X, ca. —9.27 to —10.00 m

Plan : Figure 71.

Eight units are ascribed to these three complexes, 281-
82, 284-85, 287, 291-92 and 294 (?)59 Little architecture
was recorded (Kadish 1969:62), but an ash layer 0.05 m
thick was reported to extend over a great part of the trench
and beneath this was a deposit of crumbly red-brown clay.
Another concentration of ash was found in unit 291,
extending from a —9.81 to —9.87 m depth ; this was
probably a fire pit.

At a depth of —9.36 m, the top of a curvilinear stone
foundation (?) was unearthed. It is not clear in the extant
notes from which unit it was excavated. The plan of this
structure (Figure 71) shows. that it encircles an area near
the E trench escarpment. It appears to be part of an
apsidal structure, but not enough of it was excavated to
draw any conclusions as to its purpose or extent. It would
be of great interest if more were known about it. The

50. There are no field notes for this unit.

T1. Acropolis trench 3 ; Complex X plan (Notebook 18, p. 222).

excavators tentatively assigned it to Complex X (ibid. 61,
ill. 10).

Several artifacts of note were found in unit 292 : a
bronze needle (cat. no. 292.1, Figure 420.6) ; a burnished
bowl (cat. no. 292.1*, Figure 419.34) ; fragments of red-
slipped plates ; both black and brown-burnished wares ;
and a fluted micaceous pedestal base with a slip-wash that
was gold-silver-gray (cat. no. 292.2*, Figure 421.26).5!

Complexes IX-VIII, ca. —8.70m to —9.27 m

Four units, 279 and 288-290, are ascribed to these two
complexes — but no plans are represented in the notebook.
In unit 289, the soil was grayish and sandy in consistency.
In unit 290 a floor surface was uncovered, and then at a
depth of —9.27 m a stone foundation — but unfortunately
the field notes do not tell us more about it. In unit 279 the
top of a fragmented pithos was found at an —8.83 m depth.

51. When the pottery from these units was classified, a container
marked « 29 ? » was also assigned to this complex.
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Complex VII, ca. —8.50 to —8.70 m
Figure 72.

Four units are also ascribed to this complex : 277,
280, 286, and 293. No field notes could be located for
units 280 or 293 — but in the field notes of unit 286, the
excavators place 280 as being in the « same complex ».
Unit 277 was composed of brown earth. Some stones
appeared in the NW corner of the trench, but neither
their formation nor their function was defined. In unit
286 the earth was also brown in color with reddish depos-
its ; stones are reported lying in the S part of the unit.5?
Wheelmade bowls and podic bases (Figure 419) of differ-
ing ware colors are associated with this Complex VII —
both hand and wheel manufacture seem to be in common
use. An incised handle (cat. no. 286¢.1*, Figure 421.1) is
worthy of note.

Complexes VI-V, ca. —8.18 to —8.50 m

Figures 73-76.

Five units — 270, 273-74, 278, 283 — are ascribed to
these complexes. I am presenting VI and V together be-
cause from the preliminary report their stratigraphy seems
entwined. We were able to ascertain that Complex VI has
a possible floor level with two foundation walls, and that
Complex V is comprised of walls A and F that define it
as a separate entity.s3

In Complex VI, at a depth of —8.20 m, a charcoal
level was unearthed along with large unburnt mudbricks
— bricks which the excavators suggest may have been
reused in the walls of Complexes V-IV. At a —8.30 m
depth, the floor plus the two foundation walls (Figure 73)
were postulated but the excavators were not certain if
they belonged in this complex or in V or VII!
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Complex V is delimited by Walls A and F (Kadish
1969:59, ill. 9). Wall A is solidly constructed of large
stones « without foundations » (ibid.). Gray clay was
used as mortar and on its SE face gray mud plaster was
noted. Beneath the wall reddish brown mudbricks were
found. (We do not know if these are the same bricks
referred to above in Complex VI as being reused in Com-
plexes V-IV.) Wall A (Figure 73) runs NE-SW ; Wall F
(which is not illustrated in the field notes) abuts Wall A
in the E escarpment and runs NW-SE. Between Walls A
and F, unit 274 was noted to have a thin charcoal layer
with grayish brown clayey soil, along with stones lying
next to the E escarpment.

Probably the most outstanding finds related to Com-
plex V are the numerous fragments of wheelmade red-
slipped plates recovered in units 270 and 273 (cat. no.
273.1, Figures 322, 423.2, and cat. nos. 273.2*.-273.4%,
Figures 423.4, 5, 10). Two stacks of these were discovered
lying upside down in two different locations.>* A sterile
gray clay covered these plates ; this clay the excavators

designated as unit 278, and used it to distinguish between
the occupation of levels, Complexes V and IV.

In the SE corner of unit 283, a « spit support »
(cat. no. 283.1, Figures 341, 423.22), was unearthed at a
—8.33 m depth.

52. The excavators report in field notebook no. 18: p. 8 that an incised
white-filled ceramic with a black highly burnished slip was associ-
ated with this deposit ; and at a depth of —8.57 m, cat. no. 286.1
was unearthed. Because they could not be located at the site, they
are not included in the catalogue, unless they were deposited in the
collection container and were registered by us.

53. The excavators point out that these walls do not necessarily imply
Complex V is earlier than Complex IV. See Kadish 1969:60.

54. As many as 20 were found in one stack.

55. This unit should probably have a later context.

56. The field notes report that this should be considered part of unit
245.

57. This unit should probably have an earlier context ; it was excavated
from an —8.40 to a —8.67 m depth.

58. We have assigned unit 276 to this deposit for it was excavated
within the depth ascribed to Complex IV.

59. These slabs measured an average of 0.075 by 0.32 by 0.05 m.
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Complex IV, ca. —7.45 to —8.18 m
Plan : Figure 76.

Complex IV contains 12 units : 250,55 255,56 257-58,
264, 266-67, 26857-72, and 276. This complex presents
many problems in stratigraphy and interpretation. Be-
cause of the entanglement of architecture and features, it
was subdivided into Complexes IVb and IVa.

Complex IVb is the earlier. It has a floor level plus
a «courtyard » paved with large schist slabs®® (N of
Wall C, Figure 76), an « oven area », and fragmentary
walls constructed in piecemeal fashion without founda-
tions. Wall C, with extension Walls D, A and F, runs
SE-NW. N of this wall complex, Wall B in unit 254
runs NE-SW. To the N of Wall B, in unit 267, is noted
a layer of charcoal resting on a 0.20 m layer of gray
clay. Presumably this is an interior floor associated with
the wall.

Complex IVa, the later occupation level, includes
another charcoal layer and burned debris which the exca-
vators suggest belongs to a house and a « courtyard »

o
)
®
H
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that is unpaved. In unit 257 is an ash pit. We thought it
interesting that in the artifact catalogue for Complex IV a
great number of ground stone tools were recorded. These
can be seen on Figures 247-248, 422 and 424.

RADIOCARBON SAMPLES

In Complex IV a radiocarbon sample (P-1653) was tested
(Radiocarbon, Lawn 1971:371). It consisted of wood charcoal
from a depth of —7.83 m below the trench subdatum. It was
NaOH-pretreated and its results are reported as B.P. 3620 * 60
or 1780 * 60 B.C. It is recalibrated to 2155-1890 B.C.

Complex III, ca. —7.00 to —7.45 m

Plan : Figure 76.

Four units, 252-54, 256, were assigned to this complex
which was characterized by reddish brown soil, some char-
coal, but no architectural features. (Technically this should
not be designated a complex. No plans can be recon-
structed from this supposed complex). The only artifact of
interest is a face urn (cat. no. 253.1, Figures 310, 426.12,
and its detailed facial features can be found in Figure 330).
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77. Acropolis trench 3 ; Complex II plan (Notebook 18, p. 218).



92 Stratigraphy

Complex II, ca. —6.07 to —7.00 m

Figure 77.

Complex II (Kadish 1969:56, ill. 7) is significant for
both its architecture and the extraordinary number and
variety of its finds. It is a single occupation level, de-
stroyed by fire. This complex consists of three rooms —
Room 1, Room 2, Room 3 which were all delimited by
fragmentary walls A and C. This discussion will begin with
a description of the walls, and then of the rooms.

The Wall System. Walls A and C enclose Rooms 2
and 3 on the N and S respectively. Both walls and
rooms are fragmentary and some unexcavated portions
remained in the balks. Wall C slants E-W for an ap-
proximate length of 4.50 m. Roughly parallel, and at a
4.50 m distance, is Wall A. It measures 3.25m in
length. The « partition wall », made up of Walls Z and
B, lies perpendicular to Walls C and A (Figure 77).
These walls, approximately 0.40 m wide, were con-
structed on a single course of foundation stones over
which lay mudbricks mixed with straw. The bricks,
measuring 0.57 x 0.35 x 0.90 m, are laid as stretchers
affixed with mud plaster and are staggered along the
top of the stone foundations.

In the center of the « partition wall » is a 0.70 m
wide doorway which provides access between Rooms 2
and 3. Beyond Wall A is Room 1.

Room 1

It contains 12 excavated units : 7A2, 8B1, 9A, 203,
206, 210, 217, 219, 224, 227, 240 and 251 (Kadish
1969:57, ills. 5, 8). The position of the room was re-
ported to be 0.04-0.05 m above the floors of Rooms 2
and 3, therefore the excavators question the association
of this room with the other two. A pit from the later
deposits of Complex I was dug into this room, so its
stratigraphy must be considered problematic. Also the
face of Wall A in Room 1 is coated with a yellowish
mud plaster about 0.05 m thick (ibid. p. 56), but is not
so coated on its other side facing Rooms 2 and 3 (in-
fra).

Sunk below the « floor » level (ibid. illus. 4, 8) is a
stone-lined hearth, found at the E escarpment. Buried in
this floor to a 0.20 m depth and braced with medium-sized
stones are two pithoi. Pithos I stands to a 0.95 m height.
The smaller Pithos II rests beside it. Grains from within
the pithoi were analyzed by Professor Jack Harlan, and a
seed sample from Pithos I was identified by Harlan as
bitter vetch (Vicia Ervillia). He confirmed that Pithos II
contained two-rowed barley (Arpa) as well as a six-rowed
variety and states :

« I would interpret this to mean that the origi-
nal was a mixture of 2-rowed and 6-rowed hulled

barley. The modern sample... is a 6-rowed type...
(Aphrodisias) is clearly in the ecological zone where
6-rowed barleys are adapted today. »%0

The artifact corpus for this room is rich, particularly
in ceramic spindle whorls — three of stone (cat. nos.
203.1, Figure 429.10 ; 210.2, Figures 429.13, 431.55 ; and
9.1, Figure 429.2) ; and eight of ceramic (see Catalogue).
Also recovered were : a perforated tripodic jug with cord-
eye wing lug handles (cat. no. 219.11, Figures 327.1,
426.4) ; a cup with a grooved ear handle (cat. no. 227.11,
Figure 426.5) ; a carinated bowl (cat. no. 250/251.1*, Fig-
ure 425.13) ; an incised beaked jug (cat. no. 7A.1, Figures
335, 425.35) ; a cooking pot with cord-eye lug handles (cat.
no. 7A.1V, Figures 338, 425.18) ; a depas cup (cat. no.
8B.1I, Figures 325.4, 425.11) ; a ridged-neck juglet with
cutaway spout (cat. no. 8B.I, Figure 426.14) ; a strainer
(cat. no. 206.1, Figure 425.12) ; as well as other objects
that can be found in the Catalogue, Volume II, p. 586ff.6!

RADIOCARBON SAMPLES

Three radiocarbon samples were taken from Room 1 of
Complex II. All are reported by B. Lawn (1971:370-71).

Sample P-1650 was noted in the preliminary report as hav-
ing been collected from Pithos I in Room 1, Complex II de-
posit, but the trench notes assign its unit to Room 2. The
sample, composed of charred seeds, at a —6.80 to —7.10 m
depth is dated to B.P. 3720 * 60 or to 1880 * 60 B.C., or to a
recalibrated date of ca. 2310-1995 B.C.

Sample P-1649 from Pithos II also consisted of charred
seeds. The dates given are B.P. 3560 = 60 or 1720 + 60 B.C.,
with a recalibrated date of ca. 2035-1855 B.C.

Sample P-1648 was composed of wood charcoal collected at
a —5.76 m depth above the burned debris of Complex II and
separated from it by « a small deposit of brown earth ». The
excavators suggest that because of this, the charcoal is probably
associated with Complex I. This sample, which was pretreated
with NaOH, is dated B.P. 3540 = 60 or to 1700 * 60 B.C., or
to a recalibrated date of ca. 1995-1765 B.C.

Room 2

This room contains 12 units : 220-23, 225-26, 228-34.
The walls of this room, Walls A and C plus the partition
Walls Z-B (Figure 77), were thinly coated with white
plaster supra. A conical fire pit, 0.25 m in depth, was
found in the SW corner — its interior walls blackened
with charcoal and thick with white ash. Above this, white
plaster and mudbrick lumps were noted. The excavators
speculated that this may have been an enclosed oven that
collapsed. Associated with this deposit are : cooking pot
fragments ; a horizontally grooved and burnished depas
cup (cat. no. 222.IX, Figures 325.3, 426.16) ; a brush

60. A written communication (January 31, 1969) from Jack R. Harlan,
Professor of Plant Genetics, University of Illinois.

61. Many of these have already been published, see Kadish 1969: ill. 8,
pls 26-27, figs 25, 28, also pl. 25, fig. 18.



handle (cat. no. 228.2, Figures 317.2, 318.1, 430.12) ; and
a white-filled unilaterally incised spindle whorl (cat. no.
223.2, Figures 430.16, 431.21). Between the firepit and
the SW corner, in an area of unburned earth (Complex 11
had been destroyed by fire), a small cup was recovered
(cat. no. 220.1, Figure 426.3). Of particular interest is a
two-handled, four-spouted jar (cat. no. 222.1II, Figures
79, 428.23). « The ghost » of a tabby weave textile®2 was
found pressed between the « W wall » and the floor.

Lying against Wall C was a quern or pivot stone
(cat. no. 223.4) and a grindstone (cat. no. 231.4, Figure
430.1). Two other depas cups (cat. nos. 225.1I and
225.1V, Figures 325.3, 325.4, 426.10, 426.13, respectively)
were also found (Mellink 1968, pl. 54, figs. 3-4), along
with numerous spindle whorls, and chipped and ground
stone implements.

RADIOCARBON SAMPLES

In unit 221 of Room 2 a wood charcoal sample, P-1651,
was collected at a —7.15 m depth below the trench subdatum.
Its dates are given as B.P. 3860 + 60 or 2020 + 70 B.C. and
corrected to ca. 2420-2290 B.C.

Another radiocarbon sample, P-1774, of wood charcoal
from the hearth pit was tested (Lawn 1976:205). Its results are
now given as B.P. 3800 £ 60, 1960 = 70 or recalibrated to
2405-2155 B.C.

The sample, P-1775, was NaOH-treated wood charcoal
from the bottom of this hearth pit, reported as having similar
dates of B.P. 3800 = 50 or 1970 £ 60 B.C. This date was
recalibrated to 2405-2155 B.C.

Room 3

This room contains 12 excavated units : 204, 208,
213, 215, 238, 241, and 243-248. On the E, it is bordered
by the partition walls Z-B, between it and Room 2 ; on its
W, by the balk of the W escarpment ; on the N, by Wall C
(although Wall C’s delineation is not clearly understood) ;
and on the S, by Wall A. Unlike Rooms 1 and 2, no
plaster was evident on its wall surfaces. Unfortunately, the
W side of Room 3 was not excavated because of Byzantine
fill that descends into the trench here to a depth of
—8.06 m, and disturbs the stratigraphy.

In unit 208, N of the doorway between the partition
walls, was uncovered a crude stone-encircled fire pit with
a diameter of 0.60 m. And from unit 204 were unearthed
several distinctive ceramics including a depas cup (cat.
no. 204.1V, Figures 325.5, 426) ; an incised askos (cat.
no. 204.1, Figures 329, 425.34) ; and three loom weights
(cat. nos. 204.1, 204.2 and 204.3). Of particular interest is
a three-legged zoomorphic jug (cat. no. 246.111, Figures
328, 426.17).

62. We assume this to be in the partition wall.

Acropolis trench 3 ; Complexes II, Sub-I, | 93

Complexes Sub-I and I, ca. —5.40 to —6.07 m
Figure 78.

Constructed over the burned debris, and in part over
the walls of Complex II, is Complex I with its three ex-
tant walls.53 Assigned were 14 units : 207, 209, 211-12,
214, 216-19, 222, 226, 233, 235 and 239. Four units are
ascribed to an area referred to in the field notes as Com-
plex Sub I. In the ceramic study, the fragments from
Complexes I and Sub I were separated for analysis ; the
artifact catalogues have been combined.

Three fragmentary yellow-gray mudbrick walls, two-
to-three courses in height and resting on dry stone foun-
dations, were found extending from the E escarpment
into the trench (Figure 78). To the N is Wall D, which
runs E-W for an approximate length of 2.35 m. And
parallel, 4 m to its S, is fragmentary Wall A, only 0.95 m
in length.

A third, the N-S Wall F perpendicular to Walls D
and A, extends for a 5.60 m length and delimits the
complex on its W side. The bricks for these walls measure
ca. 0.90 x 0.40 m x 0.57 m; small stones and pithoi
fragments serve as fill. A yellow-gray floor, 0.10 m thick,
is seen to join yellow-gray Walls A and D. This floor is
underlaid with gray clayey earth and a thin coating of
white plaster — which may be a surface for a lower floor.
A charcoal layer covers the area S of Wall A. Pits were
discovered intruding from this complex into the burned
debris of Complex II.

Some noteworthy artifacts found in Complex I are
calcium carbonate stone balls® (cat. no. 212.1, Figures
431.50, 433.5) and three more balls a-c (cat. no. 233.2,
Figures 431.46-48, 433.15-17), a stone, — a possible axe
(Kadish 1969: pl. 23, fig. 4) (cat. no. 212.2, Figure 433.13),
several loom weights (cat. nos. 219.3-219.9, Figure 431),
and spindle whorls (cat. nos. 219.1-219.2, Figures 431,
433.6, 7).

The catalogue of Complex Sub-I has two calcium
carbonate figurines, cat. nos. 8C.1 (Figures 220, 431.39,
433.8) and 8C.2 (Figures 221, 431.40, 433.9) ; plus two
spindle whorls.%5

There are also interesting artifacts from mixed con-
texts or those that could not be assigned to any one of the
aforementioned complexes ; they can be found on Figure
434,

The later levels of Acropolis Trench 3 (listed in the
synopsis) contain a mixture of historic materials beyond
the scope of this report.

63. Kadish 1969:54, ills. 3-4, 6. The stratigraphy can be seen in ill. 5.

64. See also Kadish 1969: pl. 23, fig. S.

65. Cat. nos. 7C.1 and 7C.2 (Figures 431.15, 29 ; 433.11, 19). Cat. no.
7C.1 has bilateral linear incised semi-circular designs.
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78. Acropolis trench 3 ; Complex I plan (Notebook 18, p. 210).
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79. Acropolis trench 3 ; Cat. no. 222.111 — two-handled, four-spouted jar (Photo : Artemis A. W. Joukowsky).
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ACROPOLIS TRENCH 4
SYNOPSIS
Sections : Figures 80-83 COMPLEXES
Plans : Figures 87-88, 96 UNITS
Photographs : Figures 84-86, 89-95, 97-98 Complexes VI, V, IV 351-54
Artifact drawings : Figures 436, 438-440, 442, 444-448
Photographs : Figures 435, 437, 441, 443, 449 Complexes 111-11 (?) 323-50
Chipped stone : Figures 258-259 Compl
Site field notebooks : 5-7, portions of 10-12, 14, 37, 39-40 mplexes Sub-I, I, and E 300-22
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North of Trench 3 lies Acropolis Trench 4, measur-

ing 8.00 m N-S x 6.00 m E-W (Figures 5, Area A ; 61).

This trench was excavated in 1968 under the supervision
of Barbara Kadish, who published the preliminary re-
sults in 4JA4 75 (1971). The datum control point was
+0.00 on the floor of the Roman orchestra theater and
a subdatum point, designated as E by the original exca-
vators, was located on the trench surface. Excavated to
a depth of approximately —8.20 to —9.43 m below point

E,% the purpose of this trench was to confirm and eluci-
date the stratigraphy of Acropolis Trench 3.

Six complexes, VI-I, were unearthed in Trench 4 which
the excavators tentatively aligned with those uncovered

66. There appears to be some discrepancy in these elevations in Kadish
1971:121. The depth is listed as —8.20 m, but in the field notebook
no. 7, p. 4, unit 371 is closed at a —9.64 m depth and the pithos in
unit 374 is listed as being excavated at a —10.68 m depth.
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82. Acropolis trench 4 ; Partial E balk (Notebook 7, p. 255).

in Trench 3 (Kadish 1971:129). Complexes VI-III were
identified, but the discussion of their stratigraphy is not
clear (ibid. p. 137). In Complex II, sections of four rooms
were uncovered, the remains of which showed signs of
having been burned. This is undoubtedly related to the
Complex II destruction found in Trench 3. And like its
Trench 3 counterpart, this complex produced large quanti-
ties of artifactual evidence. The following discussion of the
stratigraphy begins with the earliest excavated layers, i.e.,
those ascribed to Complex VI.

O =,
'removed,

-~ —— - ] 1
- - 1 stone

Of the 74 units allocated by the excavators to the
Trench 4 deposits, six were found to be either lacking notes
— or were allocated to ramp and cleaning operations.

For the pottery analysis 1 have divided the trench
into seven divisions. Of the 137 pottery containers, a
random sample of the first 56 was taken — and of those,
the first 38 that could be fitted into units with field notes
were then selected for classification and computer analysis.
Thus the ceramic study covers 45 % of the total collection
containers from this trench.
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Complex VI, —8.25(?) m to —9.43 (?) m

We are not sure of the opening or closing depths of
this complex for the elevations given in the field note-
book were not complete. Four units, 371-374,57 were ex-
cavated but their stratigraphy is far from clear, and
there are no plans or section drawings that can be recon-
structed. Few architectural features were associated with
this complex except for large mudbrick fragments that
were intermixed with the gray-brown clayey soil, and a

book 7, p. 253, 265).

floor that was suggested in the field notes to have been
laid at approximately —8.50 to —8.60 m throughout the
trench.

In unit 374 a pithos measuring 0.94 m in length was
recovered (cat. no. 353.1, Figure 84). It was locked into
position by a surround of stones. Except for the pithos,
no objects were catalogued.

67. Unit 373 in the NE and W was utilized for wall cleaning.
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84. Acropolis trench 4 ; Complex VI, Pithos and Unit 372.

Complexes V-1V, ca. —7.50 to —8.25 m

Plan : Units 323-50, Figure 87
Photo : Pithos, Figure 84
Plate fragments : Figure 85

The architectural and artifactual remains of these two
complexes are difficult to untangle because it appears that
features such as walls and floors were constructed on a
slope. Thus the discussion of their remains as well as the
artifact catalogue has been combined.

In Complex V, at —8.03 m depth, yellow-brown
earth was noted which at —8.09 m became a bright yel-
low color. Just as in Complex V of Trench 3, plate frag-
ments were unearthed between —7.81 and —8.09 m
depths and in various excavated units (Figure 85). There
may have been a floor associated with these plate sherds,
but the evidence is not clear-cut in either trench.

Complex IV, built directly over the plate fragments,
includes a « room », Room 2, in the SE of the trench
(Figure 87) which may have been bordered on the S by
Wall B of Complex IV in the adjacent Trench 3 (Acrop-
olis Trench 3 plan, Figure 76). There are no clear limits to
this room, but an entrance to it exists since a pivot stone
indicates that a door had existed connecting Room 2 with
Room 3 (not shown on plan).

An ash layer was found between —7.35 and
—7.80 m, below which the earth was brown and clayey in
consistency. No signs of walls are seen to continue into
this trench from Trench 3. However, in the SW corner of
Trench 4, a fragmentary Wall H appeared at a —7.90 m
depth and may have been uncovered in Trench 3. Its
position can be found in Figure 88.

In the W, mudbrick Walls F, D, and C, were traced,
which may have formed another room. Only the S and E
faces of Wall D were defined ; the E face of Wall C was
traced to the same depth as Wall D, —7.43 m. The exca-
vators concluded that Walls F and C were probably re-
lated to the later Complex III wall system in Trench 3
(Figure 76), and accordingly were in use in Complex III
(infra) of Trench 4. Between —7.48 and —7.87 m in unit
353, a triangular area enclosed by Walls C and F was
uncovered ; this was thought to have served for storage
purposes.

No floor levels were found associated with either
Complexes V or IV, so the ceramics and artifact catalogue
will have to provide the connections between these com-
plexes of Acropolis Trench 4 and those of Acropolis
Trench 3. A great amount of pottery in the N of Trench 4
at a —7.73 m depth, led the excavators to conclude that
this indeed was the same sort of deposit as in Trench 3,
Complex IV. And as in the corresponding complexes of
Acropolis Trench 3, the artifacts for these complexes are
extensive ; most of them can be found in Figures 435 and
436.

RADIOCARBON SAMPLE

In Radiocarbon (Lawn 1971:371), sample P-1654 of wood
charcoal is reported as having been collected from the destruc-
tion debris of this Complex IV at a —7.39 m depth below the
subdatum. It was NaOH-pretreated and the results are given as
B.P. 3940 £ 90 or 2110 = 90 B.C., or recalibrated to 2645-
2310 B.C.

85. Acropolis trench 4 ; Complex V, from the NE, showing
plate fragments.
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Acropolis trench 4 ; Complexes V-VI

m-o0, in situ.
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Complexes III-Il, ca. —6.75 to —7.50 m

Plan : Figure 88.

Nineteen units®® have been assigned to these two
complexes. The stratigraphy of Complex III is not clearly
defined, it has, therefore, been combined by us with the
Complex II units which were singled out for special study
after the excavation had been completed.

Complex 111 was built directly on top of Complex IV
following its destruction. In the field notes the floor level
is recorded at a —7.24 m depth. As was mentioned, Walls
C and F may have remained in use during the life of
Complex III.

A newly built Wall A was a single E-W wall that
divided plaster-walled Rooms 1 and 2.9° Room 1, which
the excavators reasoned may have been stone-paved, is in
the N of the trench and lies N of Wall A (See plan, Figure
88 ; and section Figure 82). Room 2 lies S of Wall A.

68. Units 323-50.

69. This may correspond to the build-up of earth in Acropolis Trench
3.

70. The excavators also refer to this as Structure II.

To the W of Room 1 and separated by reused Wall C is
Room 3, joined to Room 1 by a doorway.

In the Complex II remains, parts of four rooms were
excavated.”” Room 2 that lay S of Wall A was recon-
structed — at the same time that Room 3 was constructed
in Complex II of Acropolis Trench 3. In Room 2 were
found large roughed-out stone tools. An additional set of
walls were added to the E-W wall. At this time Wall A
(S) was constructed against Wall A (N), and on the plan
the two can be seen to divide the trench. Built to a higher
elevation than Wall A (S), Wall A (N) has a foundation
of more than one course of stones whereas Wall A (S) has
only one. The width of these walls vary from 0.60 to
0.30 m ; together they are 1.00 m wide at the W end to
0.80 m at the E end, where they disappear into the balk.

7

89. Acropolis trench 4; Complexes III-II, Units 332, 333,
(340), and 337, looking E.

—

90. Acropolis trench 4 ; Complex II, Wall A, including semi-
apse and view of S.
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91. Acropolis trench 4 ; Complexes III-II, Unit 333, ceramics
III-VIII in situ.

Sometime during this period, a semi-apse grain bin
was constructed which may have had access from Room 2
(Figures 88, 90). This quarter-circular structure was bound
on the W by the partition Wall E, on the other side of
which was the small Room 4. The grain bin was con-
structed of mudbrick with gray-buff mortar, and was
thinly plastered on the interior. It was destroyed by burn-
ing. A spindle whorl was found here, and a concentrated
deposit of burned grain at a —7.30 m depth. This burned
grain extended to a depth of —7.41 m in Room 4... proba-
bly also used for grain storage and separated from Room 2
by Wall D. This wall was formed by three-to-four courses
of long stones serving as foundations to a mudbrick super-
structure that was clearly seen to run along a length of
approximately 4.00 m.

Part of the architectural plan for this room complex
was later modified — the doorway joining Rooms 1 and 3
was blocked, and Room 3 was converted into yet another
grain storage space on the evidence of the circular mud-
and-chaff-built Bins I-III, backed on the S by Wall A (N)
and on the E by Wall C. The excavators postulated that a
wooden fence may have protected this area, for they
recognized strips of charcoal lying between Wall C and
the W escarpment (Kadish 1971: ill. II). The foundation
of Wall C by this time consisted of rough boulders and
flat stones ; it ran from NE to SW for an approximate
4.50 m length. Near the end of this period, in the adja-
cent Trench 3... the Rooms 1, 2 and 3 of Complex II
were added to the S of Rooms 1 and 2 of this trench.

It appears that a sudden burning brought about the
complete destruction of Complex II in both trenches, for
collapsed mudbrick remains were found covering the en-
tire area.

As the catalogue listing indicates, these two complexes
are particularly rich in ceramics and other artifactual
materials — which can be found in Figures 437, and 439-
440.

93. Acropolis trench 4 ; Complexes III-II, Unit 328 and three
bins, looking S.

RADIOCARBON SAMPLE

A wood charcoal sample, P-1652, was taken from —6.94 m.
It is reported in Radiocarbon (Lawn 1971:371), as from Structu-
re B, at base of Complex II floor ». Its results are B.P. 3990
+ 60 or 2160 = 60 B.C., or corrected to ca. 2650-2520 B.C.,
(of interest to note is that its reading is earlier than the sample
P-1654 of Acropolis 4, Complex IV).

Complex Sub-1, I and E, ca. —5.25 to —6.75

Section : Figure 96
Photos : Figures 97, 98

Complex Sub-I was assigned seven units which were
excavated between —6.00 m to —6.75 m. Complexes I
and E were assigned ten units, excavated between a
—5.25 and a —6.00 m depth. Again, all of the features
associated with these complexes became reused, thus they
are examined together.

a
94. Acropolis trench 4 ; Complexes III-I1I, Units 326 and 328.

—

95. Acropolis trench 4 ; Complexes III-1I, Units 326 and 328.
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6 20 1 3 (Notebook 7, p. 199, 201, 207).

The Complex Sub-I inhabitants, and then those of
Complex I, utilized the area and what walls survived after
the burning of Complex II, just as they did in Trench 3.
Wall D (Figure 96) became part of architecture known as
« Structure I » (not shown on the plan) which extends
from Trench 3 eastward into Complex Ic of Trench 5
(Figure 104) and in a N direction into this Trench 4.
Walls C-F of Complex I Acropolis Trench 3 (Figure 78)
are also associated with this Complex Sub-I deposit of
Trench 4. The artifactual evidence is particularly rich and
is presented in Figures 441-442, 444, 446.

Complex I was so designated by the excavators to
represent the construction, somewhat later in the use of
Complex Sub-I, of Wall A on the NE of Wall D to form
an enclosure known as Structure II. From the concentra-
tion of artifacts seen on the plan (Figure 96), it can be
noted that this area was in active use during this period.

Later yet Complex E was built, when parts of Struc-
ture I had fallen out of use. A 0.40 m deposit of debris
separated the building levels of I and E in at least part of
the trench — but it is conjectural as to what are the
elements of Complex E, for it is not clearly defined in
either the field notes or in the published preliminary re-
port... only that walls of earlier structures were utilized
during its lifetime.

Artifacts from Complex I and E deposits of special
interest are two figurines : one of white marble (cat. no.
311.2, Figures 231, 441.15, 446.30) found adjacent to
Wall A shown on Figure 96 ; the other of gray schist (cat.
no. 313.5, Figures 441.7, 446.28). Ceramics worthy of
note include : a basket-handled jug (cat. no. 311.1I1, Fig-
ures 336, 444.24) ; a tankard (cat. no. 312.1Il, Figure
444.11) ; a jug with a cutaway spout (cat. no. 313.1, Fig-
ures 334.3, 444.1) ; a depas cup (cat. no. 313.VI, Figures
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323.2, 444.2) ; and a perforated and ridged-neck jug with
cord-eye handles that resemble horns or wings (cat. no.
313.1V, Figures 327.3, 444.15).

The quern shown on the plan as « 4b » was found in
the site storerooms — if it had been marked with its unit
number, it could have been catalogued by us.

Post Complexes, ca. —4.50 to —5.25 m

This represents a subdivision I made to delineate
artifacts that were excavated along with Byzantine fill, yet
may be contemporary with either Complex I or E. They
were recovered from seven units that had been separated
off from the earlier material in this trench. The ceramics of
these units may be thought of as this area’s final use in the
Bronze Age period — for if there were remains of later
occupation, they have been erased by Byzantine building
levels. The artifacts were catalogued and are shown on
Figures 448-449.

97. Acropolis trench 4; Complexes I & E, Unit 320.

98. Acropolis trench 4 ; Complexes I & E, Unit 315 walls.
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tan soil

99. Acropolis trench 5; N balk section
(Notebook 9, p. 209).

ACROPOLIS TRENCH 5

Sections : Figures 99-102

Plans : Figures 103, 105-106, 109-110, 112
Photographs : Figures 104, 107-108, 111

Artifact drawings : Figures 450-451, 454, 457, 459-460
Artifact photographs : Figures 452-453, 455-456, 458
Chipped stone : Figures 260-262

Site field notebooks : 8 (Portions), 9-14, 37, 40

gray soil

0.20 1 2
SYNOPSIS
COMPLEXES-LEVELS UNITS
Complex I 515, 521-26, 528-29, 531
Complex F 513-18
Complex E 507-09, 511-12, 516-20
Complex D 496-97, 499-501, 504, 506
Complex C 476, 479-80, 482, 485-94
Complex B 464, 470, 472, 477-78, 484
Complex B’ 455, 458, 460-63, 465-67
Complex A 456-57, 459
Mixed 452-53, 468-69, 471, 473, 475,
483, 495, 502-3, Levels 6B,
7B.
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Trench 5 on the Acropolis mound was excavated in
1968 by Barbara Kadish, and preliminary comments were
published in 4AJA 75 (Kadish 1971). It was located up the
western slope of the Acropolis directly E of Trench 3. It
measured 6.00 x 9.00 m and was enlarged as the excava-
tion progressed for the removal of debris. This trench was
excavated to a depth of —7.00 m from a daium point
located at + 13.86 above the +00.00 datum point on the
theater orchestra floor.”!

71. Kadish 1971:ill. 1 for the position of Acropolis Trench 5. The
published section drawing of this trench is combined with that of
trench 7’s section of the E balk, see ill. 6.

Ten complexes were allocated to this excavation —
Complexes A, B, B-F respectively, and la-Ic. The inde-
pendent analysis of this trench along with its catalogue
will, as usual, begin with the earliest, Complexes Ic-I, and
continue through Complexes F-A.

In the ceramic analysis, we studied 52 collection con-
tainers out of the total of 136 that we had inventoried, or
38 % of the total pottery collected from this trench’2
representing over half of the pottery that was applicable
to the Trench 5 prehistoric strata.

72. Trench 5 did not have as high a sherd count as, for example,
Trench 4 ; many pithos fragments, however, are found here.
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102. Acropolis trench 5 ; Units imposed on the E balk (Notebook 9, p. 297).
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Complex Ic, ca. —6.63 to —6.98 m
Figure 103.

This complex, the earliest level of Complex I, con-
tains two units of excavation which we aligned to the
architecture of Complex I in Acropolis Trench 3. It ap-
pears from both the published comment (Kadish 1971:135)
and the field notebooks that this phase corresponded to the
reuse of Trench 3 Complex II after it had suffered from
total destruction. Uncovered were clays of differing colors
(oranges, yellow and gray) and occasional bricks, such
as the horizontally placed ones measuring 0.53 x 0.34
x 0.10 m in the SW at a depth of —6.85 to —6.95 m.
At the same depth, a straight line of stones ran N-S along
the W edge of the trench. A bilaterally incised, white-
filled spindle whorl (cat. no. 529.1, Figures 313.5, 450.15,
452.18), was unearthed at a —6.86 m depth and a sands-
tone mould (cat. no. 529.2, Figure 450.25). Above this
deposit, dark brown earth appeared from —6.62 m to
—6.77 m, and within this depth, two more spindle whorls
(cat. nos. 528.1, Figures 313.1, 450.14, 452.16, and 528.2,
Figures 450.10, 452.15) were recovered.

)
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Complexes Ib-lIa, ca. —5.89 to —6.63 m
Figure 103.

The two building phases. Ib-Ia, that followed Com-
plex Ic, are of slightly later building levels that the exca-
vators aligned with a Trench 4 building. Complexes Ib
and Ia Walls A, B and C consist of mudbricks that rest
on one-to-two courses of stone foundations approximately
0.20 m in depth. The top of the walls was first reached at
ca. —5.75 m and the foundation between a —6.10 and
—6.61 m depth. These walls can be seen on Figure 104.

The predominant tools are ground stone. Of note
are two unilaterally decorated spindle whorls (cat. nos.
515.2, Figure 450.16, and 522.3, Figure 450.13, plus a
black-slipped pedestal base (cat. no. 523.1%, Figures 292,
342.11).

The artifacts of the following Complexes F, E, and D
have been combined in the Catalogue.
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;.2:0 = ! 1: 1 103. Acropolis trench 5 ; Complex I plan (Notebook 9, p. 26p).
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104. Acropolis trench 5 ; Complex I.

Complex F, ca. —5.82 to —5.89 m

Only two units were excavated in this complex, which
appears to be a mixed deposit of both earlier Complex I
and later Complex E. It is not clear why the excavators
separated it from these two aforementioned complexes. In
unit 513 were located a large number of unilaterally and
bilaterally incised spindle whorls which provided the bulk
of artifacts for this complex. These can be seen on Fig-
ures 453 and 454.

Complex E, ca. —5.20 to —5.82 m

Plan : Figure 105.

Complex E consists of eight units, two of which the
excavators have assigned to this complex and one which
has also been assigned to Complex .7 In Complex E

73. Unit 520 closed at —6.32 m. Its pottery has not been included in
the statistics for this complex.

few remains were excavated, but a yellowish clay with
flecks of plaster was thought to compose a (?) Wall F,
shown on Figure 105. Small areas of charcoal residue
were also noted. The excavators (Kadish 1971:135) con-
cluded that Complex E may have been « a final phase of
Complex [ » because of the similarities in the artifact
repertoire of ceramics and small finds catalogued. Of
especial interest is a marble figurine (car. no. 517.1, Fig-
ures 451.35, 453.10). Also found were a beaked cutaway
spout (cat. no. 513.1%, Figure 454.74) and two crescentic
loom weights (cat. nos. 511.2, Figures 451.18 ; 453.5 and
513.8, Figures 451.26, 453.1).

These and other artifacts can be found on Figures
451 and 453.
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105. Acropolis trench 5; Complex E plan (Notebook 9, p. 257).
106. Acropolis trench 5 ; Complex D plan (Notebook 9, p. 244-245).



Complex D, ca. —4.76 m to —5.20 m
Plan : Figure 106

Seven units were excavated in Complex D. Little ar-
chitectural evidence was recovered save fragmentary Walls
A and C, made up of mudbrick residue on stone founda-
tions (Kadish 1971: pl. 29, fig. 27).

Wall C was a single course of foundation stones over
its entire length. Wall A consisted of two-to-three courses
of loosely set stones, with smaller ones positioned atop
larger ones (Figure 107).

In the plan, Figure 106, the dotted-in features include
several large stones adjacent to Wall A, two « rocks »
and a « rock fall »”* to the E of Wall C, plus a curious
fragmented Structure A (?) composed of small stones
(10 x 10 x 25 cm) loosely set one upon another. It is
not clear if these features are actually to be associated
with Complex D for they all lie slightly above the features
ascribed by the excavators to this complex — that is,
from ca. —4.52 to —5.00 m depth — and may therefore
be later than the fragmentary Walls A and C.

Storage jars with crescentic lugs and beak-spouted
vessels (ibid. pl. 28, figs. 26-28), plus gray-slipped and
burnished spindle whorls with incised white-filled designs
(cat. nos. 501.2-4, Figures 313.8, 12 ; 451.4, 12, 23) are
artifacts of interest.

Complex C, ca. —3.77 to —4.76 m™

Plan : Figure 109.

Thirteen units are ascribed to Complex C; two of
these are also associated with earlier Complex D and one,
unit 464, with later Complex B. The only architectural
evidence recovered were two small foundation walls, each
forming a right angle and lying parallel to the other
(Figure 109). These walls, in the NW of the treach, were
assumed by the excavators to be the backing for a hearth
(Kadish 1971: pl. 28, fig. 22 ; and our Figure 108). Col-
lapsed over another hearth near the E escarpment was a
column of stacked mudbricks, this can be seen in the E
balk profile (ibid. p. 130, ill. 6 ; and our Figure 99) and
on the plan, Figure 109. Also reported in the field note-
book were « several confused walls and foundations be-
tween Complex B and Complex D. » They are indicated
on the plan with slashed lines, Walls A-D, which lie to
the S of the right-angled walls.

An unusual range of artifacts were associated with this
complex — one gold ring (cat. no. 485.1, Figure 459.39),
and another, a ring of unknown metal (cat. no. 485.3,
Figure 455.24). Several loom weights, 11 spindle whorls
with varied motifs,’¢ and a variety of ground stone tools
were unearthed and can be found on Figures 455, 459.

Acropolis trench 5 ; Complexes D, C 115

108. Acropolis trench 5 ; Complex C, looking S.

RADIOCARBON SAMPLES

Two radiocarbon determinations are given for this com-
plex. The earliest of these P-1647, a sample of wood charcoal,
was collected from unit 494, at a depth of —4.44 m below the
trench subdatum « from the lowest extent of Complex C »
(Lawn 1971:370). It was NaOH-pretreated and its present results
are B.P. 3670 £ 70 or 1830 £ 70 B.C., or corrected to ca.
2185-1850 B.C.

In unit 487, a sample, P-1646, of wood charcoal from the
upper part of Complex C « or possible temporary occupation
on top of debris of C », (ibid. p. 370) was collected. Its results
are B.P. 3140 £ 70 or 1570 = 70 B.C., recalibrated to 1875-
1670 B.C.

If we are to accept the comparative dates of Complex C, it
appears that it may have a rather long life span of approxi-
mately 280-310 years.

74. Since these were « rocks » altered/used by man, they would be
more properly qualified as « stones » here.

75. In Kadish (1971:133), a Level C’ is designated. It is not clear to us
from the field notebooks what volume of earth is to be allocated to
this deposit ; it does not appear in the illustrated stratigraphy.

76. Kadish 1971:124, ill. 4 ; three are illustrated here.
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Complexes B-B', ca. —3.20 to —3.77 m

Plan : Figures 110, 112

Complex B is composed of six units (unit 464 was
also assigned to Complex C). The excavators unearthed
two parallel E-W walls — A and C — with a N-S cross-
wall, Wall B (Kadish 1971: pl. 27, fig. 19), forming an
« H ». These walls were all constructed of three stone
courses with a double-course of mudbrick superstructure
(Figure 111). Wall A, the S wall, had apparently two
building phases — B and B’. The earlier is shown in
Figure 110 and the later in Figures 110, 112. Its pres-
erved height was uncovered at approximately —3.20 m,
its base at ca. —3.46 m. Wall C at the N end of the
trench was discovered at —3.04 m and its E end founda-
tion at a —3.51 m depth. Two floors were associated
with these walls — which were separated from one
another by brown earth and fallen mudbrick debris,
probably from wall collapse. A possible wall, Wall D,
parallel and N of Wall C, was located at the same depth
(ca. —3.51 m) as the E end of that wall.

111. Acropolis trench 5 ; Complex B foundations, looking S.

In the rebuilding of Complex B, a hearth was con-
structed against Wall C (Figure 112), which ranged be-
tween —3.22 m and —3.47 m in depth. This reconstruc-
tion was designated Complex B’ by the excavators. Two
pithoi decorated with diagonal-incised slashes were
unearthed in the floor of this complex. One vessel, found
resting against the S face of Wall C, contained burned
grain particles.”’

RADIOCARBON SAMPLE

Sample P-1645 of unit 464 (this is the same unit also
attributed to Complex C) is reported in Radiocarbon (Lawn
1971 : 370) to be « wood charcoal from floor of Complex B ».
It was NaOH-pretreated and its results are B.P. 3340 * 60
or 1490 * 60 B.C., or corrected to ca. 1750-1575 B.C. If the
radiocarbon determinations are an indication of Complex B’s
life, it would appear that there is an approximate 95 to 125-
year span between the uppermost debris of Complex C and the
floor of Complex B.

77. It is not known if these seeds were analyzed.
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Complex A, ca. —2.30 to —2.48 m

The latest complex in Acropolis Trench 5 is Com-
plex A. This was a limited deposit to determine if there
were any significant changes in the ceramics between
Complex B’ and later levels. Accumulations of earth’8
in this trench will be described with the stratigraphy of
Trench 7 because the excavators combined the two
trenches in their analysis.” No coherent plans for this
complex could be found in the notebook.

Two E-W walls were unearthed ; one of these has a
semicircular extension. Within this extension was reco-

78. Kadish 1971 : see section, ill. 6 (E profile).
79. Later accumulations of earth in Trench 5 are labeled A-1 and A-2.

112. Acropolis trench 5 ; Complex B' rebuilding, plan (Note-
book 9, p. 230).

vered a fragmented incised pithos (cat. no. 461.2*, Figure
457.29) and a complete juglet with cord-eye lug handles
(cat. no. 456.1, Figure 457.10). Charcoal debris lay above
and below this pottery. Burning was evident, for charcoal
was associated with the foundation stones of both walls,
reported as :

« standing mudbrick walls with deep stone founda-

tions ; a circular wall [with a] possible associated wall

in the east profile of the trench [and) a layer of flat
rocks at the foundation level [floor ?] ».80

80. From field notebook no. 9.



ACROPOLIS TRENCH 6

Sections : Figures 113, 114

Plan : Figure 115 ; « Lydian » levels : Figures 117, 119
Artifacts :
— Level 4 : Figures 461-462
— Level 3: The « Carian » jar : Figures 116, 348-350
— Level IIID : Figures 465-468 ; Photos 118, 120-121
Site field notebooks : 19, 37 (part)
Synopsis : Level 4W ; Level 4E sector mixed

Level 3 ; The Carian Jar

Level IIID ; Mixed Lydian

Acropolis Trench 6 contained two separate excava-
tions : those that were undertaken in 1969, and then an
extension of the trench excavated in 1973 and 1974. Since
there are different terminologies, excavation techniques,
and artifact records for these two trenches, I have chosen
to present first the 1969 excavation record, and then fol-
low up with the 1973-74 results.

In 1969 Trench 6 of the Acropolis mound was exca-
vated by Anna S. Benjamin and Robert Bragner. It was
located to the SE of Acropolis Trench 2 and measured
6.00 m N-S by 10.00 m E-W (Figure 61). This trench was
subsequently stepped on the W, ultimately measuring
6.00 m N-S by 8.00 m E-W. The subdatum point was
+13.20 above the site datum + 00.00 of the orchestra of
the Roman theater. Levels 1 and 2 contained historic
materials ; Level 3 was an admixture of prehistoric and
late Iron Age remains ; and Level 4, the earliest level,
contained prehistoric deposits. This discussion will begin
with Levels 4 and 3 and end with later Lydian deposits
associated with Level IIID.

Jar Burials

Level 4, ca. —6.11 to —7.26 m

Plan : Figure 115.
Sections : Figures 113, 114.

The remains of this level, the earliest in Acropolis
Trench 6, are characterized by a significant concentration
of scattered bones and jar burials. The interments of
perhaps as many as nine or more individuals were con-
fined to a relatively small excavation area measuring 6.00
x 8.00 m (Figure 115). In the center of the trench, at
the —7.26 m closing, streaks of ash and unburned bricks
appeared. To the W is considerable mudbrick debris ;
and further W, the earth is composed of a brown fill
plus rock. These features are also apparent in the sec-
tions of the S and E balks (Figures 113, 114).

Acropolis trench 6, Jar Burials 119

Fill

113. Acropolis trench 6 ; Partial E balk section (Notebook 19,
p. 153).

In the E sector of the trench, between approximate
depths of —6.51 m and —6.75 m, a deposit was unco-
vered containing gray-brown ash, within which was a
large collection of disarticulated human bones, including
a skull with teeth. More bones and ash continued
throughout the level to the latest deposits, or to —6.11 m.
These bones were so disturbed that no distinctions could
be made on the basis of burial type, sex or age.
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unearthed at the —7.26 m

The earliest ceramic,
depth, was cat. no. 4.11, and reported in the trench note-
book as being « black on the exterior and red on the
interior ». Spindle whorls were also recovered from this
area including (cat. no. 4A.23, Figures 463.3, 468.22).

Jar burial, cat. no. 4.6, was excavated between
—7.02m and —7.24 m : it contained a tightly flexed in-
fant body lying on its right side with the head facing E.8
A tripod burial jar (cat. no. 4.7, Figures 347, 462.1) was
found underneath the gray-brown ash layer and contained
an infant skull and disarticulated bones. The jar was
manufactured from a straw-impressed ware fired to a
mottled reddish brown color and burnished on the exterior.

81. It is not clear if this means the top of the skull or the face.

114. Acropolis trench 6 ; S balk section (Notebook 19, p. 151).

At —6.58 m, another jar, cat. no. 4.5, was unearthed, its
bottom resting at a —6.91 m depth. The interior was noted
to contain only large amounts of charcoal.

A deep crater with a grooved neck and horizontal
handles, decorated with a gold-gray-brown mottled slip-
wash (cat. no. 4.3, Figures 346, 462.9), was found at a
depth of —6.27 m. Associated with it in the trench center
were two vessels (cat. nos. 4.9 and 4.10), but it is not clear
from the trench notes whether or not these were burial
containers. Possibly serving as a funerary offering was a
trefoil jug of gray ware bearing a mottled and washed-out
self-same gray slip (cat. no. 4.10, Figure 462.17). In the
NE, at a depth between —6.48 m and —6.92 m, cat.
no. 4.4 was uncovered containing a skull and teeth inter-
mixed with burned charcoal. All of these vessels can be
located on the plan, Figure 115.
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Trench notebook no. 19 indicates that a number of
vessels had been given catalogue numbers in the field, but
were not catalogued back in the field laboratory — an
information loss as to which vessels actually belong to
cat. nos. 4.8, 4.9, 4.11 and also 4.1 and 4.2 (of Level 3),
infra. Unmarked vessels that we found in the storerooms
have been allocated new numbers and are presented here
in the Catalogue.

A large number of bones were recovered throughout
the trench, but they were particularly concentrated at a
depth of —6.51 m. All the evidence suggests that the
lowest part of Acropolis Trench 6 served as a burial
ground : it contained a minimum of five jar burials and
a countless number of scattered bones. This incompletely
excavated area probably represents more than one period
of time. Unfortunately, it is not clear if the charcoal
deposits point to the practice of cremation — but it is
highly possible that some of the burials were cremated

115. Acropolis trench 6; Level 4, plan of the pottery and
burials (Notebook 19, p. 147, 149).

since it was a practice known at other SW sites. But as
no analysis has been made of the bones, they could have
been affected by localized fires.

« Carian » Jar

—527 to —6.11 m

Right above the burial Level 4 lays Level 3. In the
trench center, cat. nos. 4.1 and 4.2 were excavated at
respective depths of —5.92 and —5.98 m.82 Because
these two vessels were not defined in the field notes, we
cannot be sure whether they too were burial containers
but assume that they were.

Level 3, ca.

82. These ceramics are not specifically defined in the field notes.
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116. Carian Jar. Side view (Photo : Ali Dogenci).

At 1.98 m from the S escarpment and 1.84 m from
the E escarpment, a large fragment of painted ware — the
« Carian » jar — was unearthed. It is cat. no. 6.3.1 (site
cat. no. 68.358), and is shown on Figures 116, 348-350,
461. This vessel appeared to the excavators to have been
crushed under the weight of fallen gray, yellow and red
mudbrick debris intermixed with charcoal. Immediately
surrounding the jar, pithos fragments, probably from the
reuse of the area, were encountered. Lying amidst all this
were a number of handmade black-slipped and burnished
sherds of indeterminate origins. For the removal of this
« Carian » vessel, the excavators carefully sectioned off a
3.00 x 3.00 m area.

The interior of the « Carian » jar contained only the
same kind of mixed mudbrick and charcoal fill that had
crushed it. The excavators searched the area for signs of
a floor or pit, but no such features came to light. The
assumption that this jar is a burial container must re-
main tentative, although the evidence does point to that
possibility ; its location above Level 4 strongly suggests
that this area continued to serve as a cemetery. Anna S.
Benjamin discusses this and other aspects of the vessel in
Part 4, p. 409.
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——3— J: 117. Acropolis trench 6 ; earlier Iron Age complex (Notebook
19, p. 13).

Levels 3 and 4 : observations

The significant amount of bones and burial contain-
ers in Level 4 show this area served as a cemetery. With
the insertion of later burials... the containers, offerings,
and bones of earlier ones must have been indiscrimi-
nately disturbed, often broken and pushed aside for each
new interment. Grave goods such as spindle whorls and
ceramics also suffered from this postdispositional distur-
bance. If this area, located to the NE of the Acropolis
habitation, indeed served as a burial ground, it would
suggest that interments had a distinct geographical posi-
tion in relation to the rest of the community. 118. Acropolis trench 6 ; Level IIID (1974) extension.
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119. Acropolis trench 6 ; plan of later Iron Age complex (Note-

book 19, p. 11).

From the range of shapes and varied decoration of
the burial containers, I feel certain they accumulated
gradually over a long period. The presence of the « Car-
ian » jar seems to serve as a terminus post quem of this
area for mortuary purposes. Unfortunately, there are few
indicators of the orientation and placement of jars, let
alone the arrangement and treatment of the corpse. Hav-
ing only a small sample of information from an incom-
pletely excavated area, we cannot establish the sequential
deposition of these deposits.

Future research in this area should be directed
to topographic and locational analysis. The information

121. Acropolis trench 6 ;
Level IIID (1974),
dog’s skeleton.

reflected in such a study would give us a more secure
understanding of the meaning of these burials in terms of
areal extent and chronology. Moreover, studies should be
pursued to investigate skeletal remains and differential
treatment, in order to arrive at a clearer understanding of
the social and cultural constituents of the periods repre-
sented. This excavation has provided an index of the
questions to be asked... and if systematic large scale exca-
vation is undertaken in the future the results could be
promising. Only then will it be possible to give a more
accurate picture of this area in relation to the rest of the
Acropolis deposits.



TRENCH 6 EXTENSION : 1973-74

Level IIID
Iron Age and « Lydian » deposits

Plan : Figures 117, 119. Photos : Figures 118, 120-121

Artifacts : Figures 465-468. Photos : Figures 352-353, 357, 360
Site field notebook : 37

Synopsis : Level IIID Mixed Lydian pottery

In 1973-74 an Acropolis Trench 6 extension (also
known as North Acropolis 73-1) was excavated under the
direction of Orhan Giirman, and was found to contain
« Lydian » ceramics throughout its Iron Age Level I1ID.
A special discussion of these ceramics is presented by
William E. Mierse in Part 4, p. 413. The datum point was
located at the NE trench corner just above a +12.00 m
subdatum point on the contour of the mound. Four levels
were excavated including deposits I11A, Middle Byzantine/
Seljuk ; IIIB, Early/Middle Byzantine ; IIIC, Late Hel-
lenistic/Early Roman ; and IIID — the earliest level,
dated by the excavators to the seventh-sixth centuries
B.C. Of these, only Level IIID is relevant to this report.
The deposits, like so many at Aphrodisias, were disturbed
by Byzantine walls — which cut into the earlier material
to a —1.85 m depth. A report of these excavations was
published by R. Marchese (1976:393-394 ; 408-410).

This extension of Trench 6 was divided by the exca-
vator into quadrants a, b, ¢, and d (SE, NE, NW and
SW, respectively). In 1973 each of these quadrants was
excavated down through the levels to varying depths : a
to —5.50m, b to —4.30m, ¢ to —3.65m and d to
—4.30 m below the trench subdatum. In 1974, as the
excavation continued, quadrant @ was excavated to
—-6.20m, b to —5.70m, ¢ to —3.95m, and d to -
4.85 m. Unfortunately, the stratigraphy is not clearly de-
fined... and the levels appear to be confused. Nor can
stratigraphic distinctions be based on the ceramics — the
artifact collection containers provided neither clues for
specific elevations nor suggestions for the sequential collec-
tion of the materials. In addition, nothing from this trench
was catalogued. (We have allocated serial catalogue num-
bers to the ceramics that we found in the containers.) Thus
the artifacts shown on Figures 465-468 and 352, 357, 360,
must be considered unstratified.

Level IIID was divided by the excavator into « sub-
phases ». Found in our assessment of the field notebooks,
they are briefly described below : from the earliest (sub-
phase 1) to the latest deposits (subphase 5). The reader
should note that here the stratigraphic order is reversed :
subphase 1 being the earliest, not the latest.

In subphase 1, the remains of a stone wall were

Acropolis trench 6, Level IIID 125

unearthed at a depth of —6.20 m. The debris around it
consisted of pottery fragments of what I have called
« Lydian » wares — based on the comparison of like
ceramics and decorative motifs from Sardis. These were
found mixed in with Bronze Age fragments. In quadrants
a-b on the E side of the trench, a 0.50 m high stone
structure was uncovered at —5.70 m, its closing depth at
—6.20 m. The excavators postulated that this feature may
have served as a water channel. The drawing shows it
proceeding crookedly and at varying widths from the NE
to S on Figure 117, and in the photograph on Figure 120.

In subphase 2, just above subphase I, a dog’s skele-
ton was discovered (Figure 121). The excavators suggest
that it was cremated — as fascinating as this statement
sounds, no evidence is offered to substantiate it. But of
even greater amazement is that « Lydian » wares were
reported to have been found mixed with the animal’s
bones.

Subphases 3 and 4 are arbitrary levels assigned by the
excavators. Quadrant a, at —5.50 m, comprised subphase
3 ; quadrants b and d, both at —4.30 m, comprised sub-
phase 4 ; and ¢ was a 0.35 m deposit between them.
« Lydian » fragments were found in all quadrants, and in
b-d and c, pithos fragments also were recovered. It will be
noted that the quadrant depths are the 1973 limits stated
earlier.

Subphase 5, the latest of these early Level 111D strata,
extends from a depth of —5.00 m below the datum point
up to —3.65 m — where Level I1ID was first encountered.
Here, a fairly large complex of fragmented mudbrick walls
rest on well-packed stone foundations, and these on a hard
yellow clay floor. Wall A, running NE to SW, had an
intersecting Wall B — with an offset Wall B! that mea-
sured only 2.40 m in length but 1.10 m in width. Extensive
collapsed mubrick deposits were also recorded. The plan
can be found on Figure 119, and its photograph on Figure
118. From the recovered ceramics, the excavators surmised
that this wall complex dates to the Archaic period. In
quadrant a at —4.80 were unearthed jar fragments
(cat. no. 6.125, Figures 357.7, 468.30). And fragments of
« Lydian » wares continued to be found. In quadrants b
and ¢, now at a —3.00 m depth, above the —3.65 limit of
ITIID, « Lydian » ceramics were discovered intermixed with
historic debris.

Most characteristic of this North Acropolis 73-1 ex-
cavation is the persistence and number of « Lydian »
ceramics — which were found all through the trench
between —3.00 m and the closing depth at —6.20 m. As
mentioned previously, a specialist analysis of these ce-
ramics is given by William E. Mierse in Part 4, p. 413.
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ACROPOLIS TRENCH 7

Plans : Figures 127, 132-134, 144, 147-148, 165, 171

Sections : Figures 122-125, 131, 135-136, 154-157, 159-162, 166,
168, 170

Photographs : Figures 126, 128-130, 140-143, 145-146, 149-153,
158, 163-164, 167, 169

Artifact drawings : Figures 473, 477, 481, 484-485

Artifact photographs : Figures 469-472, 474-476, 478-480, 482-
483, 486

Chipped stone : Figures 264-266

Site field notebooks : 21-22, 24-26.

Trench 7 had the largest areal extent and depth of
any of the trenches at Aphrodisias. It lay N of Trench 5
and E of Trench 4 (Figure 61). In 1969 it was excavated
to a point —5.00 m below its trench datum, located at a
height of +16.34 m above the +00.00 datum on the
orchestra floor of the Roman theater. It measured
11.00 m N-S by 6.00 m E-W. In 1970 this trench was
excavated from the 1969 depth of —5.00 m to ca. —8.76
below the subdatum. Barbara Kadish published the pre-
liminary results of the 1969 season in the AJA 75 (1971).

Allocated by the excavators for this trench were unit
numbers 550-781. Units selected here for study fall into
eight major subdivisions of complexes — complexes that
correspond to similar ones excavated in Trench 5. The
earliest of these is Complex I, followed by Complex E
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122. Acropolis trench 7 ; E balk section (Notebook 21, p. 251).

N.B. - This section as taken from the field notebook, lacks the statigra-
phy from 0 to 1 m from the balk’s N face.

[1970 base Iine]

SyYNOPSIS

COMPLEXES UNITS

Complexes Ia-Ib 727, 733, 736, 749, 751a, 753, 757, 762-67,
769-70, 773-75, 777, 779-81, 781a-b.

Complex E 718, 722-23, 728, 736-38, 742-43, 758, 765,
768, 771a, 771b, 776

Complex D 670, 682, 687, 693b, 696, 698-706, 706a-b,
707a-b, 709-10, 710a-b, 712-14, 716-17,
719-21, 724-25, 729-32, 734-35, 739, 741,
744-47, 750-52, 754, 756, 759-61, 772

Complex C 653-54, 656, 660, 662-63, 666, 677b, 678,
679c, 684b, 694

Complex B 622-23, 627, 633, 644-46, 646a, 647-52,
659, 667, 669, 671, 675, 677a, 679c, 683,
684a, 691, 708, 711, 715, 721

Complex B’ 615-18, 620-21, 624, 628-32, 634, 635-43,
655

Complex A-4 557-58, 566, 567, 569, 571-72, 574, 576-77,
611

Complexes A-1 556, 559-65, 568, 570, 573, 575, 578,

through A3 579 (7), 580-82, 585, 589, 593, 594-96,
598-602, 604-06, 608-10, 612-13.

Ramp and 619, 657, 664-65, 668, 676, 692a, 697, 708,

wall cleaning 711-12, 726, 740, 748, 755, 758, 777, 779.8

83. There are no field notes for units 778, 623-24.
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and then Complexes D-A inclusive. There are also designa-
tions A-1 (A minus 1), A-2, A-3 and A-4, the most recent.
This labeling system proved bewildering even for the exca-
vators (Kadish 1971:129). Not all subdivisions are pre-
sented here — they are either confused in the field note-
books or are mixed with later materials. To clarify which
corresponding complexes are in what trenches, the follow-
ing list for Acropolis Trenches 5 and 7 may be useful :

TRENCH 7 TRENCH 5

Complex A-4

Complex A-3

Level Illc

Complex A-2 A-2 (N.B. Not Complex A-2)

Complex A-1 Complex A-1

Complex A Complex A

Complex B’ Complex B’

Complex B Complex B

Complex C' Complex C's*
Complex C

Complex D Complex D

Complex E Complex E
Complex F

Complex I Complex 1

* Complex C’ was excavated in 1968. The excavator notes the designa-
tion is not clear — and further, we noticed though mentioned in the
preliminary report, the complex does not appear in the illustrated
stratigraphy (Kadish 1971:130, 111, 6).
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Although all the Islamic and Byzantine ceramics of
Trench 7 have been studied,® their presentation is beyond
the scope of this report. The examination here is confined
to those prehistoric units and complexes that had rela-
tively secure stratigraphic contexts. Also the Catalogue is
devoted only to objects that can securely be tied in with
those. A selection of extraordinary objects from units that
fall outside these complexes is put forth with others of
their object class in either the photographic representa-
tions and/or the drawings in Part 4 and Volume II be-
cause it was thought that their singular characteristics
would be of especial interest.

Complexes Ib-Ia, ca. —7.80 to —8.75 m

Plan : Figure 127

Section : Walls, Figure 131
Photos : Figures 126, 128-130
Artifacts : Figures 469-470

Approximately 32 units8 are assigned to these two
complexes ; eight have their terminus in later deposits. The

84. A.S. Benjamin expects to publish these results.

85. The unit numbers for Complexes la and Ib are : 722, 723, 727, 730,
733, 735, 736, 738, 742, 744, 749, 751, 751a, 752, 753, 756, 758,
762, 763, 764, 765(N), 766, 767, 769, 770, 773, 774, 775, 780, 781a,
and 781b.
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excavators had divided Complex I
into two habitation periods : Com-
plex Ib is the earlier and Complex Ia
thought to be a later building com-
plex — but they are so interlocked
that neither can be recognized as a
separate stratigraphic entity. Even in
our study of the ceramics we were
not able to work out whether each
complex had distinctive features since
the units appeared to be homoge-
neous.

Demarcating the N part of these
complexes and roughly extending SE
to NW are two parallel walls : red
mudbrick Wall X-Y, found between
—7.30 m and —7.48 m depths ; and
green mudbrick Wall Z, resting at ca.
—7.50 m depth. On the E is the frag-
mentary Wall N-S, perpendicular to
Wall X-Y. To the S, the complexes
are bordered by yet another red mud-
brick wall, Wall W (Figure 127), first
encountered at a —8.15 m depth,
and Wall S, which was bonded to it.

From the field notes it is not
clear how many of these mudbrick
walls have stone foundations. We do
know that Wall S rests directly on
the soil, that at least Wall Z’s foun-
daticns are composed of stones and
massive ones at that. Plaster-facing
is common to all but Walls Z and
N-S; Wall S is plastered on both
faces, Wall X-Y on the S face, and
Wall W on the N face.

Wall S is cut into by a pit —
or this may be an interruption for a
passageway for a pivot stone was
found in line of access. Against the
S side of WallW, at a —8.17m
depth, sits a compact stone structure
— a feature that the excavators
theorize may have served as an out-
house or for storage. To the W of
this structure, at a —7.88 m depth,
lies the fragmentary yellow mudbrick
Wall V. On the plan in Figure 127 it
can be seen that Wall V meets Wall
W at an oblique angle. All these
walls are disturbed by later pits so
that no coherent plan can be recog-
nized.
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126. Acropolis trench 7 ; Complex Ia, Unit 762.
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128. Acropolis trench 7 ; Complex Ia, Unit 756.
129. Acropolis trench 7 ; Complexes Ia, Ib and D.
130. Acropolis trench 7 ; Complex Ia, Unit 766.

The central area, which lies between Wall X-Y to the
N and Wall W to the S, probably served in many capaci-
ties : there is a concentration of domestic artifacts, stone
clusters, mudbrick debris, and large amounts of charcoal.
Five fragmentary floor levels were unearthed at varying
depths of —7.80 m, —8.03m, —8.15m, —8.24 m and
—8.49 m. The floor at the —8.03 m depth was found to
be plastered.

TRENCH

EDGE
131. Acropolis trench 7; Wall W sec-

tion of N face (Notebook 22,
D. 49).
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Of particular interest to us was the excavation of a
raised hearth or fire pit discovered at a —8.17 depth in
the W part of the trench. It is surrounded by fragmentary
clay columns® that are designated on the Figure 127 with
« X »s — the excavators suggest this may have been part
of a megaron-style structure.

Close to the S side of Wall X-Y another pit, a yellow
ring 1.30 m in diameter, was unearthed down to a
—7.66 m depth. It is lined with yellow clay and sur-
rounded by stones. The excavators question whether this
yellow ring was constructed later than Wall X-Y, by suc-
cessive builders. A heavy ash deposit was noted between
Wall X-Y and Wall Z.

Two marble figurine fragments were unearthed in
these complexes (cat. no. 749.1, Figures 204, 469.1). The
ground stone tool industry includes the usual grindstones,
whetstones, and polishing pebbles. Two bone tools (cat.
nos. 763.13 and 766.9) can be found on Figure 469. In
addition, two metal objects, a pin (cat. no. 768.3) and a
blade (cat. no. 769.1, Figures 469.29, 484.23) were recov-
ered. It is assumed that both of these are bronze, but this
has not been ascertained by tests.

Complex E, ca. —7.14 to —7.80 m

Plan : Figure 132.

Complex E is composed of 24 excavated units.87 Of
these five have later attributions,3® and the others have
earlier ones.8? This complex (seen in Figure 132) is diffi-
cult to interpret, as huge pits from later inhabitants de-
stroyed the plan of its living pattern.

At the very N of the complex, a stone wall (not
given a label in the field notes but we will call it « Y »
for clarity’s sake) runs roughly parallel to Wall Z founda-
tions on the S. Both walls are composed of a mudbrick
superstructure resting on stone foundations (the substan-
tial foundations of Wall Z are drawn on the plan). The

86. No dimensions are given for these clay columns in the field note-
book.

87. Complex E includes the following units : 702, 705, 713, 714, 715,
716, 718, 722, 723, 725, 730, 736, 737, 738, 739, 742, 743, 747, 758,
765 (S), 768, 771a, 771b, and 776.

88. Units 702, 705, 713, 725, and 730 are also considered with Com-
plex D.

89. Units 722, 723, 738, 742, and 758 are also discussed with Com-
plexes IA-Ib.
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definition of Wall Y is not clear because it was cut into
by the builders of succeeding levels. In the NW corner of
the trench, stones seem to curve in to join Wall Z, but
this is not certain.

Lying to the S of Wall Z is ash pit 771 (which cut
into Wall X-Y of Complexes Ib-Ia below) ; it is composed
of dark brown earth with an ashy consistency and char-
coal bits throughout. And just W of pit 768 are two stone
clusters — possibly serving as foundations, their depths
are from —7.58 to 7.70 m. At the S of the trench, seven
post holes are found to extend down to approximately
—7.30 m depths.

To the E, a large pile of collapsed burnt mudbrick
plus substantial amounts of plaster are found at a
—8.04 m depth ; associated with this are large bone frag-
ments. Although these bones were not identified, this
probably served as a butchering area. This feature —
because of its depth and position — may be related to the
superstructure of Wall S of Complexes Ib-Ia. Throughout
the entire trench ash pits predominate.

In this Complex the ground stone industry is well-
represented with 38 tools. No figurines or truly distinctive
pieces were recovered. Unearthed were one bone awl (cat.
no. 723.17, Figure 472.7) ; three metal objects, only one
of which could be identified as a pin (cat. no. 768.3,
Figure 472.32) ; and two shells (one marine, one fresh
water).

Only three ceramics were catalogued : a pierced disk,
possibly incised with a potter’s mark (cat. no. 722.16,
Figure 473.34) ; a baking tray (cat. no. 742.1%, Figure
477.33) ; and a cooking pot with a handle (cat. no.
736.1*, Figure 477.26).

It is probable that these pits were used for various
purposes — the ash concentrations associated with some
of them indicate they served as hearths, as well as other
occupational uses such as storage or garbage space. In the
W an ash deposit lay in a series of pits that were roughly
circular and overlapping.

Complex D Pits

Plan : Figure 133
Artifact Drawings : Figures 473, 477
Photos : Figures : 471, 474-476

It is difficult to understand the complexities of
Acropolis Trench 7 and the fragmentary remains of Com-
plexes D, E, and Ib,a, because of the intrusive pits of
Complex D, out-lined in Figure 133.9 Accordingly, our
conclusions about these early deposits remain tentative.

90. Note that two pits were excavated and bear the same unit number,
763 ; a third pit located N of pit 760 bears no unit designation. Pits
721 and 734 are not shown on Figure 133.

These pit-disturbed areas were excavated as part of
Complex D but since they were undoubtedly intrusive
from a later period, it is possible that some occupational
debris found in D belongs to Complex C. The characte-
ristics of each pit are outlined below :

COMPLEX D PiITS

UNITS = ELEVATION DESCRIPTION

720 ~17.46/—7.64 Gray-brown soil with ash around
edges and bottom

719 —17.40/—-17.63 Ash pit

721 —7.44/—8.00 Ash at top, lower part mixed with
yellow mudbrick debris

724 —7.59/—7.68 Ash mixed with earth

Pithos pit —7.56/—7.82 Ash in bottom of pit ; may have
been in existence before pithos
was inserted

(Bottom of pithos at

—17.63)

732 —7.46/—7.67 Probable pit NE corner with ash
and charcoal bits ; profile of es-
carpment does not show definite
pit outline ; layers of ash alter-
nate with earth

734 Pit from 713 stone cluster®!

741 —8.05 Double pit, with charcoal and fi-
brous ash lining pit

746 -8.17 Gray-brown earth surrounded by
mudbrick ; pit dug through Wall
w

747 —7.97/-8.21 Gray-brown earth intermixed with
small mudbrick lumps that may
have been residual from the mass
of brick into which it was dug ;
limits of pit unclear

730 Yellow walls, Complex E, Wall
V, Wall W red mudbrick, Com-
plex I-A

750 A stone group (not a pit)

751 —7.22/-7.62 Soil pit lined with yellow clay

756 includes the following units :

760 —7.75/—17.86 Ash and dark earth, plus charcoal
ash area

761 —-7.75/-7.84 White ash and charcoal bits

759 —7.69/—-7.80 White ash pit, negligible charcoal
content

772 —8.26/-8.56 Pit cutting into Wall W, gray-
brown earth. Pit white-lined from
either ash or plaster or both. Two
stones lying in the center on bot-
tom of pit

91. A pit that extended from unit 713 was closed in unit 734.



Acropolis trench 7; Complex D 133

—®
P72 3 4 5 e 7 8 9 10 7
] ] )
1 I ?
732 ,' : 'I
......... \ 731 K
e —
1 pd
724
2 719
- a
746
3
4 TN
: /I \
5 761 ; R 779
1'5 :
¥ 763
:\: Il
...... . \‘. ” /
6 ] e
R e J 133. Acropolis trench 7 ; Complex D pits, plan (Notebook 24,
.20 ] 3 p. 609, 611, 639, 661, 699, 721, 723, 729, 761, 763, 795,
797).
Complex D, ca. —6.50 to —7.14/—7.26 disturbed and poorly preserved nature of Complex D

Plan : Figure 134
Photos : Figures 137-142
Atrtifacts : Photos : Figures 471, 474-476
Drawings : Figures 473, 477

Thirty-eight units? are ascribed to Complex D, in-
cluding the areas of pitting previously discussed. Of these
units, 17 are questionable for they include material of
both earlier and later deposits. Although units ascribed to
pits were presented separately, the ceramics of Complex D
were examined as a whole and then combined with Com-
plex E for the computer analysis (Part 4). Also the arti-
facts have been catalogued with Complex E since there is,
as stated, some overlap.

In addition to the pit problems, further complica-
tions (obvious on the trench plan, Figure 134) are caused
by rebuilding within the complex itself. The extremely

92. 670, 682, 687, 693b, 696, 698-706, 706a-b, 707a-b, 709-10, 710a-b,
712-14, 716-17, 719-21, 724-25, 729-32, 734-35, 739, 741, 744-47,
750-52, 754, 756, 759-61, 772.

suggests intrusions are to be expected throughout.

This complex is delimited on the upper.or latest part
by a mustard yellow clay deposit which may have been a
floor ; it appears from a —6.68 m to —6.50 m depth and
portions of it extend over the entire trench.

In the S are found two parallel E-W walls. Wall B,
which is first encountered at —7.11 m (no closing depth,
therefore no height was given) has obviously been dis-
turbed, for in Figure 134 can be noted a 0.80 m indenta-
tion where stones are missing. Just S lies a long stone slab
which may have been part of the wall ; it is unclear just
how it was used. Associated with this wall is a massive
amount of red and yellow burnt mudbrick and charcoal,
slanting downward from N to S at a 45° angle.

Parallel to Wall B and excavated at a —7.19 m
depth runs a stub, Wall A — a partial wall that may
either have been robbed or fell into disuse for some
reason. Both these walls slope to the N. It is not certain
if there is a cross-wall linking them... but the field book
mentions a possible cross-wall E running under Wall A,
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