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Introduction to the Zeugma Rescue Project
David W. Packard

Beginning in June of 2000, the Packard Humanities Institute (PHI) organized and funded an
archaeological rescue project at Zeugma, with the goal of learning more about the ancient city
in the few months before the rising waters of the Birecik dam would cover the lower third of
the site.

Some press reports had suggested that the dam might last only 50 years, after which
Zeugma would again be accessible for leisurely study. If this were true, a costly emergency res-
cue excavation might seem a willful extravagance. After consulting various experts, however,
PHI concluded that ancient Zeugma would likely remain flooded much longer than 50 years.

Because only a few months remained, PHI realized that a traditional academic excavation
— with faculty and students working during their summer vacation — could not possibly meet
the challenge of these emergency conditions. PHI therefore engaged a professional contract
archaeology unit, Oxford Archaeology, to organize and manage the summer 2000 fieldwork.
The Southeast Anatolia Project (GAP) also played an essential réle in creating the environment
that allowed so many archaeologists to work under difficult circumstances.

While the ambitious program of fieldwork required professional management, PHI always
intended to conduct the final study and publication in a more traditional academic context.
William Aylward of the University of Wisconsin is now serving as general editor of the
planned 3-volume final report on the PHI excavations of 2000, which is scheduled for publi-
cation in 2004. It has not proven possible to negotiate a comprehensive joint publication includ-
ing the French and Turkish zones, which presumably will appear separately. In the meantime,
the preliminary reports in this supplement to JRA will provide a summary of the 2000 season.

It was clear that conservation of mosaics, wall frescoes, and other objects would require
special attention. French and Turkish excavations in the period before PHI's arrival had
yielded a large crop of mosaics, but resources did not seem to be available for systematic
conservation. PHI therefore engaged the Centro di Conservazione Archeologica (CCA), led by
Roberto Nardi, to provide conservation expertise and services. By the end of 2002, CCA had
conserved 37 mosaics at Zeugma (870 m?) and many other objects, including the remarkable
bronze statue of Mars. The total PHI budget for mosaic conservation alone has exceeded one
million dollars. Most of these mosaics were not excavated by PHI, but we wanted to leave
Zeugma in a better state of conservation than we found it.

One topic requires special comment. Many specialists recommend preserving ancient mosaics
in situ rather than removing them to a museum. Without rejecting this as an ideal, PHI was
constrained by the fact that the Birecik dam made impossible any continued public viewing of
the Zeugma mosaics in situ. Only three practical choices remained: (1) not to excavate at all;
(2) to excavate, examine and rebury; (3) to excavate and remove to the museum. In each indi-
vidual case, the local Turkish authorities made the final decision. PHI naturally urged that
nothing be excavated without a clear plan and commitment to conserve it, whether by reburial
or in a museum. R. Nardi has often stated his strong preference for preservation in situ, but CCA
worked diligently to mitigate the potential danger to many mosaics that were in fact removed.

PHI had tentatlvely proposed funding a new Zeugma Museum and Study Center at the site,

’ - =sibility for the exploration, conservation, study and publication of

~~1ded as a “foreign” excavation but rather as a partnership with Tur-

kish colleagues, conducted with full transparency and mutual confidence. Progress on these dis-

cussions has been slow, and PHI’s future involvement at Zeugma is at present uncertain, beyond
our commitment to conservation and to the prompt and full publication of our initial season.

© David W. Packard
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Frequently cited references

Abadie-Reynal 1996 = C. Abadie-Reynal, “Mission archéologique de Zeugma. Rapport sur la campagne de prospection
1995,” Anatolia Antiqua 4 (1996) 311-24

Abadie-Reynal 1997 = ead., “Zeugma-Moyenne vallée de I'Euphrate. Rapport préliminaire de la campagne de fouilles de
1996,” Anatolia Antiqua 5 (1997) 349-70

Abadie-Reynal 1998 = ead., “Rapport préliminaire de la campagne de fouilles de 1997,” Anatolia Antiqua 6 (1998) 379-406

Abadie-Reynal 1999 = ead., “Rapport préliminaire de la campagne de fouilles de 1998,” Anatolia Antiqua 7 (1999) 311-66

Abadie-Reynal 2000 = ead., “Rapport préliminaire de la campagne de fouilles de 1999,” Anatolia Antiqua 8 (2000) 279-335

Abadie-Reynal 2001 = ead. et al., “Rapport préliminaire des campagnes de fouilles de 2000,” Anatolia Antiqua 9 (2001) 243-
305

Algaze 1994 = G. Algaze et al., “The Tigris-Euphrates Archaeological Reconnaissance Project,” Anatolica 20 (1994) 1-96.

Kennedy 1998 = D. L. Kennedy et al., The twin towns of Zeugma on the Euphrates: rescue work and historical studies (JRA
Suppl. 27, 1998).



Rescue work by the Packard Humanities Institute:
interim report, 2000

Robert Early

with contributions by Janet DeLaine, Mehmet Onal and Yusuf Yava s

Introduction

In the summer of 2000 a major rescue excavation was undertaken at Zeugma on the Euphrates
(SE Turkey) (fig. 1). The mission was launched in response to the impoundment of the river
being created by the Birecik dam that was affecting considerable areas of the ancient city. The
Packard Humanities Institute (henceforth PHI) funded an international team which included
Oxford Archaeology (henceforth OA) under the present writer to conduct excavation and record
structures, a French team under C. Abadie-Reynal, and a Turkish team from the Gaziantep
Museum under K. Sertok (both of which latter teams were continuing their work begun in prior
years), and the Centro di Conservazione Archeologica (henceforth CCA) which engaged in
concurrent conservation work. PHI also supported continuing work by a Swiss team under M.
Hartmann and M. P. Speidel, who have been investigating the military history of the site and
possible locations for the legionary fortresses of Legio IIII Scythica or its precursor Legio X
Fretensis within the Euphrates valley. Fieldwork was co-ordinated and managed on behalf of
PHI by OA and all work was undertaken in collaboration with the Turkish Ministry of Culture
and the Gilineydogu Anadolu Projesi (henceforth GAP).

Some of the work conducted in 2000 by the French team and CCA is reported separately later
in this volume.! The present paper presents an overview of the preliminary results of the
excavations carried out by OA and the Gaziantep Museum. The reader should note that it was
prepared prior to the detailed study of artefactual assemblages, as a result of which good
dating evidence for the structures and phases uncovered is not yet available, but it is hoped
that despite this lacuna the report will provide a helpful overview of recent work and a
foretaste of what is to come.

The ancient site may be broadly divided into three separate zones according to the time-
table of inundation (fig. 2). Area A, the lowest zone closest to the original river bank, will
remain permanently flooded. The combined efforts of the French and Turkish teams in earlier
years were devoted to this area and they recovered considerable information prior to the
inundation.? Area B was the area remaining to be flooded, the upper 2 m of which would form a
wash zone at the edge of the new reservoir. It is in this zone that wave action and fluctuations
of the level of the reservoir will have the most destructive impact. Some work had previously
been conducted in this zone by the French and by Turkish archaeologists and a team formed by
D. L. Kennedy.? Area C, which it is estimated comprises up to 65% of the ancient site, should
remain permanently above the water-line.

The present report relates to Area B. It was clearly impossible to excavate the full 1-km
stretch of the lower city that runs parallel to the Euphrates (fig. 2). The topography of the
area varies considerably, from sheer cliff faces through sharp scarps to more gentle gradients.
We decided to divide this swathe of the city into zones which more or less matched the nature
of the terrain and then to target selected areas for excavation. A total of 19 area excavations
was made during a period of 3 months, and the present report draws on the results of 15 of those

1 The French team has reported more fully elsewhere on the four trenches it excavated in 2000: Abadie-
Reynal 2001, 243-305. C. Abadie-Reynal has also prepared an unpublished report for PHI, “Zeugma
Zone B. Rapport préliminaire de la campagne 2000

2 See the articles by Abadie-Reynal et al. in Anatolia Antiqua 4-8 (1996-2000).

3 Kennedy 1998, chapt. 4.
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Interim report on rescue work by the Packard Humanities Institute 11

excavations. It should be stressed that these excavations were exceptional both for their scale
and for the speed at which they were carried out. Time was of the essence. Although the
waters were expected to rise at the rate of 25 cm per day, in practice the water levels fluctuated
considerably, which caused problems with the strategy and timetable of the excavations.
Despite these difficulties, the excavations in most of the zones gathered a great deal of infor-
mation about the history of both public and private sectors and about the differences in the use
and the development of different sectors.

The topography of the lower city

The original ancient topography of the site has been masked by a blanket of colluvium that
has descended the upper slopes of Belkis Tepe (fig. 1), but this was also in large part respon-
sible for the excellent state of preservation of the remains. Changes in the local climate have
induced seasonal landslides as also, it seems, have periodic earthquakes or tremors. More
detailed analysis is necessary to establish precisely the depths of the colluvium, but in certain
locations it is already possible to model broadly the topography of the site in antiquity. Thus,
southeast of Kara Tepe (fig. 1) in Area B a spur that slopes down to the north separates two
valley basins that would originally have provided convenient access between the upper and
lower parts of the city. At first this spur descends steeply, then it flattens out at the 425-m
contour mark, before continuing to descend, levelling off at a headland that overlooks the river
valley below. The vantage point offered by this last spot, with views surveying Apamea and
the Hobab plain beyond the Euphrates as well as the probable crossing-point of the river,
seems to have constituted a key in the early urban design. We suggest that this location was
arguably superior to the upper terraces below Belkis Tepe.# This headland and adjacent areas
became a major focus of our work, as also did an adjacent promontory to the southeast which
Kennedy had briefly investigated.>

As one moves further to the southeast, the natural limestone shelf flattens out to provide
suitable conditions for another major connection between the upper and lower towns, and this
area has been extensively investigated by the French and Turkish teams. We also carried out
excavations on the eastern lower slopes of Ayas Tepe where a significant falling off of surface
finds suggested that this location was close to the E edge of the Roman town.

Trench 15: Late Hellenistic and Roman public buildings (fig. 3)

Trench 15 was placed on the NE end of the first spur east of Kara Tepe, as described above. It
produced evidence for numerous phases between the Hellenistic and Byzantine periods which
showed that the headland occupied an important position in the design of the city as it
evolved over many centuries. In an early episode of landscaping, an artificial terrace seems to
have been built or extended northwards towards the river. Two terrace walls (15006 and 15111)
survive from the original landscaping phase, being built of limestone rubble bonded with an
earthy mortar, and ran N-S across the area of the trench. Contemporary terrace walls aligned
E-W were not identified within the area of excavation: those had probably collapsed or been
destroyed prior to or during a later phase of landscaping represented by walls 15005, 5115,
15202 and 15356. Wall 15006 was substantially wider (2.4 m) than wall 15111 (0.85 m) to its
west and seems to be a major retaining wall close to the E edge of the original spur. We made a
sondage up against its W face to try to locate its foundation but stopped work at a depth of 3 m.
We assume that it was founded on natural rock. Wall 15006 did not continue further south

' -, but it may have been removed there by later terracing works since
l running on the same alignment was noted in Trench 3 further to the
south. The N-S wall 15111 further to the west crossed the full 17 m of our trench. It survived to

4 Contra Kennedy 1998, 37.
5  Ibid. 61-80.
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a height of 2.35 m. Although of different construction to 15006, it may define the W extent of an
individual terrace.

Near the W end of this headland we exposed the remains of a substantial rectangular
building of large ashlar blocks (fig. 4). The N half of the building had fallen off the edge of
the headland and only its S wall (15020) and SE corner remained. The wall had been razed
down to the well-cut levelling courses which had formed the foundation platform when it was
built. At the W end a single course was cut into bedrock, but at the E end the levelling courses
were three deep and set on an ashlar foundation of unknown depth. Most of the ashlars were
laid as stretchers, but at regular intervals of 31 cm pairs of blocks were inserted as headers,
tying into the rubble core of the platform. These may well have been the seating for columns,
and the distance between the footings also suits a colonnaded structure. To the north of wall
15020 and parallel to it a bedrock cutting might originally have housed a second row of ashlar
foundations.

This rectangular building occupied a prime location directly below and in line with Belkis
Tepe and commanded a fine view over the Euphrates valley. It was evidently meant to be seen
from the river as well as from the Hobab plain on the opposite bank. The nature of the
construction and possible colonnade suggest a temple or a stoa. The inner bedrock cutting could
have held an interior cella wall of a temple or another row of columns, or perhaps the front
wall of shops within a stoa. Its known E-W length is 36.8 m. In March 2001 further work during
our shoreline survey suggested that the minimum width of the building (N-S) was 11 m
(sufficient to accommodate 4 columns), although it could have been much more. If it had a cella
inside, the building was probably peripteral. A temple of this sort of size would have fit on the
headland at about the 380-m contour line, although it would have required a very substantial
terrace: a stoa. which might have been no more than 10 m in width, on the other hand, could

of the headland, but it would have had its back turned to the river
sInce uie coiulaue wuuiu seem to have run along its S side.

The solid ashlar construction and loose rubble terracing belongs to an East Mediterranean,
Hellenistic tradition, and suggests a major public building dating perhaps as early as the 2nd c.
B.C. but not later than early Roman. Fragments of large column drums and a capital were found
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Fig. 5. Trench 15, semicircular structure 15290, looking NE.
re-used in later walls, and they may assist with the dating.®

A pavement made of large rectangular limestone slabs existed on the S side of the building.
At a certain date it had been damaged and partly removed. The level of the pavement fell just
below the top of the final levelling course for the building and therefore seems to belong to the
same project as the public building. We may note that similar paving was found in Trench 3 to
the east, associated there with a row of shops, and that the terraced areas in both trenches
were at a similar elevation.

The next phase seems to have followed some cataclysmic event which saw the N edge of the
tirst (Hellenistic) terrace and much of the monumental public building collapse down the slope
into the valley below. Next, that building was razed to the level of the pavement and new,
more substantial terrace walls of mortared rubble were built on the same alignments. These
terrace walls are likely to be of mid-Imperial date. Four terrace walls running E-W and built of
a concrete and limestone conglomeration were identified in our trench (15005, 5115, 15202 and
15356) (fig. 3). The southernmost (15005) was the longest (surviving length 23 m) and also the
widest (1.75 m). These terrace walls varied in width, in proportion evidently to the volume of
fill that they had to retain. The infill was partly excavated and produced a large number of
artefacts, including a terracotta figurine, a copper alloy blade, and a late Hellenistic relief
stele, depicting a dexiosis scene between Antiochus I of Commagene and Apollo and containing
on the reverse a long inscription (published below by C. Crowther).

In connection with the new landscaping of the area, a circular or semicircular building was
erected at the NW corner of the headland, presumably close to the edge of the new terrace. Its
foundation was a rubble core similar to that of the new terrace walls. Its S edge came very close
to the line of the bedrock cutting that belonged to the possible cella of the presumed
Hellenistic temple and it seems to have made use of ashlar blocks from that earlier structure,
the ashlars only being robbed at a later date.

What remains of this structure are two concentric curving lines of ashlar blocks, the blocks
being set not continuously but at intervals. The blocks were set into the rubble core foundation at

6 We are most grateful to J. DeLaine for her advice during the 2000 season. The great majority of the
architectural interpretations presented here are based upon her observations made during field visits.
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Fig. 6. Trench 3, paved area.

regular intervals of 1 m, and the two lines of blocks were about 1.9 m apart. The roughly regular
spacing of the ashlars suggests that they were foundations for columns or piers (fig. 5). The
diameters of these two circles if completed would have been about 25 and 30 m. We also found
preserved at the very edge of the headland a small section of a circular foundation that would
have occupied the interior of this structure. Some of the ashlars had drafted edges and were of
about the right size to have derived from the earlier public building. Once again, much of this
structure has been lost due to the collapse of the rebuilt terrace, so identification of the building
is difficult, but the best candidates include a circular temple with an inner cella and outer
colonnade or a piece of urban scenery such as a commemorative monument or a nymphaeum. In
any event, some at least of the nearby paved square was maintained, suggesting some continuity
of a general public function for this area.

Trench 3: a row of shops(?) opening onto a piazza(?), by Mehmet Onal (fig. 7)

Trench 3 was located at the opposite, NE edge of the same headland and presented similar
evidence for phases running from Hellenistic to Byzantine.

The earliest evidence was derived from a sondage excavated in the basement of a
substantial building of late Hellenistic date that was extensively remodelled over its lifespan.
Two intersecting E-W walls built of rubble predated the late Hellenistic and Roman occupation
on the headland. Opening to the east onto a paved area of large rectangular limestone slabs
(fig. 6), very similar to those next to the monumental building in Trench 15, were 6 narrow rooms
(5-10 m in length [E-W], 4 m wide) made of evenly dressed limestone blocks; the doorways of
two of the rooms survived but it is presumed that all the rooms opened onto the paved area.
Their similar construction method, size and orientation suggest that these cellular units were

s project. The pavement of the possible piazza measured 40.1 m N-S by

AV.LU 1L s vv.

A series of polygonal slabs forming the surface on the E side next to the present edge of the
headland post-dated the rectangular slabs. Eleven shallow rectangular cuts (1.2 m N-S by 0.7
m E-W) at intervals of 1.95 m were found in association with the new surface; it is possible that
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they marked column bases or pedestals for statues which would have lined the E side of the
pavement.

At the southwest extent of this excavation a substantial terrace wall running N-S cut
through the W end of some structures. The construction of this wall is likely to be contemporary
with mid-Imperial remodelling of this area, as attested in trench 15, and would have
supported structures on an upper terrace to the west.

In the late 2nd or early 3rd c. the row of narrow rooms was extensively modified, being
divided lengthwise by new walls built of ashlar blocks bonded with a mud-based mortar. Some
of the original walls were demolished, and new walls built running N-S. Judging by the abun-
dance of tesserae found, some of the newly created rooms seem to have been furnished with
mosaic floors.

Towards the north, the pavers were repaired or replaced with roughly hewn slabs. At the
south end, the paving was removed to make way for the construction of additional rooms. In the
excavation of one of these rooms a collection of seal impressions was found. They were scattered
at different levels through the infill, from the floor up to the level of the terrace above, which
suggests that they had been disturbed in antiquity during a search for stone for re-use. An
additional 35,000 seal impressions were found during this year’s excavations, bringing the total
recovered from this area to more than 100,000 (only 6 others were found elsewhere, in trench 9).

A burnt layer 50 cm in depth is interpreted as evidence for major damage to the site in the
mid-3rd c., perhaps by Sassanid invaders; it matches evidence recovered in earlier years by
other teams. The evidence from both trench 15 and trench 3 suggests that there may have been a
period of abandonment, following which there was extensive re-occupation in the late Roman
and Byzantine periods. The ground level in both trenches was raised by up to 60 cm. The
cellular rooms in trench 3 continued in use but probably with a changed function, for several
hearths and water installations were constructed. Remains of an oven and a hearth were found
within the southernmost room. Water troughs and what are identified as holes for tethering
posts point to a downgrading of the properties, a phenomenon noted elsewhere (trench 2 and
trench 8; see below). Yet large quantities of opus sectile were found on the small area of the
upper terrace excavated to the west, and suggest that there was at least one high-status
building nearby.

By the late Byzantine period the northern rooms in trench 3 had been abandoned while
those to the south continued in use, witnessing repairs with recycled building materials. Some
of the rooms received compacted earth floors.

At the NE edge of the headland, a western apse, 3 m in diameter, and elements of the N, S
and E walls of a church or chapel were found constructed of re-used architectural fragments. To
the east and associated with it was one complete grave and possibly a further three that had
been disturbed. A number of architectural pieces were found in this area including a limestone
capital with a cross motif on two sides, and vegetation in relief on the other two sides. This
suggests that the headland remained a focus for a contracted settlement at the site, and that it
continued to have a religious component.

Western limits of the Hellenistic town

The W edge of the Hellenistic settlement has not yet been definitively fixed, but surface
survey identified three areas of masonry that led to the suggestion that to the east of a possi-

- =wer manv cas marked on fig. 1).7 This hypothesis has still to be tested by exca-
vation.

7 Algaze 1994, 34; Abadie-Reynal 1997, 351.
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Our most westerly trench dug in 2000 was trench 1 (for its location see fig. 2).8 In trench 1 only
Byzantine and Islamic occupation was recorded. In the river valley some rock-cut rooms and
tombs, not yet closely dated, have been noted cut into the N cliff face of Kara Tepe.? Trench 1
therefore should lie beyond the W edge of the Hellenistic settlement.

Summary of work in Trench 1, by Alan Walmsley

After removal of the colluvium, excavation revealed three major occupational phases, apparently
comprising domestic or commercial and domestic structures spread over three terraces. Each phase was
characterized by an orderly abandonment, with no evidence of natural or human disasters. The earliest
phase, of probably Early Byzantine date, was built over a collapse perhaps to be equated with the 3rd-c.
destruction found throughout the site. Walls in this phase were solid, with large squared blocks to mark and
strengthen corners and doorways. The second phase in part re-used standing structures, and belongs to the
Byzantine or early Islamic period. A third phase, of much rougher construction, was built over the ruins of
the second phase seemingly after an extended hiatus. The preponderance of fine glazed sherds indicates a 9th-
10th c. date for the occupation.

In general, excavation suggests that Hellenistic housing lay within and overlooking dry
valleys adjacent to and to the east and west of the public area identified in trenches 15 and 3.
Accommodations continued eastward along an adjacent headland (fig. 2). In later urban phases
this early domestic accommodation seems to have been remodelled with new domestic
structures.

The W edge of the Hellenistic town should be not far from the structures that have been
identified built into the terraced E slopes of Kara Tepe. On the lower part of these slopes, in
trenches 18 and 13, we have identified a series of relatively high-class housing (figs. 8-9). This
was a prime location that offered excellent views to the north across the river to Apamea,
south to Belkis Tepe, and east towards the city centre.

Trench 18: an upper-class house (fig. 8)

Two architectural phases were identified here, the original construction being possibly late
Hellenistic or early Roman, the second phase of remodelling possibly of the mid 2nd-c. A.D.
Although the entire building plan was not recovered, we found evidence for 7 or possibly 8
rooms and for 2 courtyards. The fagade of the building faced north towards the river and
fronted onto a gravelled alley running E-W. The main entrance here to the house led into a
vestibule (18113) measuring 2.8 x 2.2 m. To its east and west there seem to have been two smaller
rooms (18199 to the east, 18210 to the west). Directly inside the entrance on the W side of the
vestibule a brick and mortar step (18095) may belong to an internal staircase giving access to an
upper storey. To the south the vestibule led into a large central space (18141) which in turn
gave access to rooms on its S, W and presumably also E sides. On the W side were two doors
(18176 and 18125) that led into a room or open court beyond the limits of our excavation. The E
and N sides of the area were later remodelled so its original dimensions are not known, but its
minimum size was ¢.6.25 m N-S by c¢.4.5 m E-W. It may have been the reception room. Its walls
were decorated with painted plaster, and the original floor was probably decorated. From this
space an open courtyard on the W side (18155) and perhaps another on the S (18118) would
have been visible.

The south wall of 18141 was punctuated by two doorways separated by an ashlar pier with
painted wall-plaster on three faces. The western doorway (18203) was just 90 cm wide. The
eastern doorway (18202) was originally 2.25 m wide but later blocked. Both led into a smaller
rectangular court 18118 (at least 4.5 m x 5 m). A cobbled surface ran up against its N, S and W

2o soe bottom of the walls there was a layer of painted plaster, perhaps a decora-

8  This work was undertaken at the start of the PHI mission in June 2000 by D. Kennedy and A. Walmsley;
the same scholars also began excavations in trench 2 which were completed by the Oxford team.
9 Abadie-Reynal 1997, 355.
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tive border. A doorway 1.25 m wide (18204) led through the W.wall. Wear patterns on the floor
suggest that there was a principal doorway through the opposite E wall.

To the west of court 18118 a doorway (18204) gave onto room 18120. A single colum base
(18148), an element of the original building, that was found at the edge of our excavation area
could indicate the presence of an E-W colonnade between an open court to the north and a room

or loggia to the south (fig. 8).

A southern doorway (18208) led from court 18118 into another range of buildings. It includ-
ed two clearly defined rooms 18146 and 18119, with perhaps an external yard to the south boun-
ded on its E side by wall 18074 and containing several rock-cut pits. The two more northerly
rooms were partly cut into bedrock, which gave them low raised foundations. The eastern room
18146 was the larger (6 by at least 3.5 m). The western room 18119 as excavated measured 4 by
at least 2.25 m. They were joined by a limestone step 18158 in
their N corner. Both rooms had beaten earth floors. No wall-
plaster survived in the eastern room but the western room had
painted stucco in the style of relief masonry in its SE corner,
which recalls examples at Delos or Pompeii of about the 1st c.
B.C. These rooms, at the rear of the property and with fine
decoration, are likely to have been cubicula. This is also
suggested by items of personal adornment found in them, in-
cluding a bone and gold pin and a glass finger-ring with a bezel
(see below).

The phase of remodelling followed. The entrance vestibule
18113 was significantly modified, its W wall being demolish-
ed to create a larger space that incorporated room 18210 on the
W side. The E wall (18192) of the vestibule was rebuilt and
floor levels were raised. The large room to the south (18141)
also underwent major modifications and its surface was sealed
with a thin (2 cm) layer of mortar probably as a bedding for a
paved or tiled surface (subsequently removed).

It is clear that occupation of the property came to an abrupt
and violent end. The destruction deposits varied in depth,
being thickest in the S part of the house and inside the vesti-
bule at the north. The charcoal-rich deposits contain many
high-quality domestic and personal items which suggest that
the building was still being occupied up to the moment of its
destruction. In the southerly room 18146 the destruction hori-
zon contained two pottery lamps and several bronze objects
such as a candleholder, a Venus figurine (fig. 9), a handle, a
lock plate and hinge, 3 coins, a glass stopper, a small gold fit-
ting, an iron sickle, an iron vessel, a stone spindle whorl, two
bone figurines, and the pin and finger ring mentioned above.
Coin evidence suggests a terminus post quem for the destruction
horizon of c.A.D. 246-249.

Fig. 9. Bronze figurine of Venus
from destruction deposit 18070.

Trench 13: an upper-class house (fig. 10)

To the north of trench 18, and close to the NE edge of Kara Tepe, we exposed part of a large
and similarly-dated high-class residence. It is not yet clear whether this building stood on an
earlier Hellenistic house plot that was redeveloped. Three rooms (13004, 13015 and 13069) had
been cut into the bedrock of the steeply sloping hillside, although it is not certain if the most
southerly room excavated (13004) belonged to the same house as the two northern rooms. Fur-
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ther suites of rooms had lain to the north and east but were lost to erosion in antiquity. Just
south of room 13015, on the E side, two rock-cut arched doorways (13013 and 13014, ¢.1.45 m

wide) with clear tool-marks around the arches must originally have opened into subterranean
rooms or passages cut into the hillside to the west.

The two rooms at the north contain well preserved decoration. The most northerly (13069)
had been exposed recently by the rising waters of the dam. Its W half had been cut into bedrock
2.1 m further back than the adjacent room 13015. The bedrock had been faced with bricks laid
horizontally and bonded with a thick lime mortar. The geometric mosaic floor was well
nrocarved (fioe 11a-h in enlour overleaf). It is very similar to one in a triclinium or cubiculum of

© o ooeweees —=eviously by R. Erge¢ and published by S. Campbell,'? and both
probably date to tne late <na or early 3rd c., a period for which there is abundant evidence for

10 R. Ergeg, “Rescue excavation by the Gaziantep Museum (1992-1994),” in Kennedy 1998, 85; S. Camp-

bell, “New mosaics,” ibid. 117-18, with Kennedy ibid. 38-39.
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a general expansion of the town.!! This date also seems to suit the wall-paintings which are
well preserved in the adjacent room to the south.

The southern room (13015), of similar dimensions (4.2 x 3.4 m), had also been cut into the
bedrock. Its N and E walls were made of vertical ashlar piers with horizontal brick and mortar
panels as infilling. Near the S end of the E wall there was an opening 75 cm wi@e (13077)
probably for a door. In the N wall two openings, probably a window and door, led into room
13069. The rather uneven bedrock floor did not show signs of wear and it is likely that it was
originally covered by a mosaic or by marble, subsequently removed.

The wall-paintings in room 13015, especially their lower sections, were very well preser-
ved. On the S wall there were two different designs for the main panels (fig. 12 in colour). One
was a terracotta colour with white flecks inside a border of imitation marbling. The other had
the same marbling design over the main panel, resembling giallo antico and using four different
shades of yellow and four of red, and a frame in dark red with black outline. Between these two
panels there was an imitation pier or column painted in cream with a thin black outline. The
main body of the column or pier was a red marbling. Above the left panel traces of a stretch of
architrave remained, painted in cream with dark red and black used to pick out the different
mouldings. The design of the W wall was very similar to that of the S wall, including a well-
preserved mottled giallo antico panel on the right side (fig. 13 in colour). Only one panel
survived on the N wall, and it repeated the terracotta-coloured panel of the opposite S wall
with the marbled frame (fig. 14 in colour). The E wall was only partly exposed but it repeated
the main imitation giallo antico panel inside a mottled terracotta-coloured frame with traces

of an architrave above.

The southermost room 13004 also contained exceptionally well preserved wall-paintings on
its N and E walls but its floor surface, probably a mosaic, had again been removed. Its N wall
showed pseudo-architectural features painted on a terracotta background, with two reddish-
purple columns of different widths near the right-hand corner. Beneath the paint the base lay-
er of plaster was dark olive in colour. Three borders, one of them in a deep red or purple and 12
cm wide, ran along the bottom of the wall. The E wall used the same terracotta-coloured panels
as background, and two simple columns in dark red or purple were also partly visible in the left
corner, but of most interest was the depiction of the lower torso of a figure wearing a dark green
knee-length robe (presumably a male), with brown legs and bare feet (fig. 15 in colour).

The valley basins

During the city’s existence hill wash would periodically have run down the upper slopes of
Belkis Tepe and collected in the basins below. Normally these would have been regular con-
trollable events, but at times landslides are also likely to have occurred. Earlier French work
in a basin further east (chantier 5) concluded that the Hellenistic city could have been remod-
elled in the Roman period with a different layout and terracing system, since there was a lack
of continuity between the two.1? In Trench 5, in the same basin as the French chantier 5, we
found that Hellenistic buildings were buried and house plots re-occupied only in the later
Roman period.

In other parts of the lower city, however, there is evidence for continuity in land-use from
the Hellenistic period probably down to the Byzantine, and an uninterrupted sequence is
particularly clear in areas higher up. For example, the stepped street in Trench 14 above the
French chantier 5 remained in use until the 3rd c. A.D. So too did townhouses of Hellenistic
origin in trench 2 not far to the east, which again lie not at the very foot of the slopes. Thus,
discontinuity in land-use seems to have been localized and not a city-wide phenomenon.

11 Abadie-Reynal 2000, 291 ff.
12 Abadie-Reynal 1998, 379-88.



Fig. 11a. Trench 13, mosaic 13068, view to east. Fig. 11b. Trench 13, mosaic 13068, drawing.

Fig. 12. Room 13015, painted wall-plaster 13039 on S wall.

Fig. 13. Room 13015, painted wall-plaster 13024 on W wall.



Fig. 14. Room 13015, painted wall-plaster 13025 on N wall.

Fig. 15. Room 13004, painted wall-plaster 13010 on E wall, showing legs of a figure.
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Fig. 16. Trench 7, view to the south from the courtyard towards the main building.

Following three previous French campaigns in their chantier 9,13 in 2000 we did further
work in the basin below Kara Tepe. In this area there is now evidence for occupation from the
late Hellenistic period down to the 9th c. A.D.14 Because of the widespread destruction and
redevelopment, evidence for the original layout of the area has not been recovered, although
an impressive section of a drain constructed of large ashlar blocks and running S-N could date to
the late Hellenistic period,! having been laid down during an early development of the city,
and if it was associated with a principal thoroughfare leading down to the river, this would
imply that the basin was already part of an early urban design.

The best preserved remains in this area, however, belong to the significant late Roman and
Byzantine redevelopment likely to have taken place after the hypothesized catastrophe of
the mid-3rd c., for often they were founded on destruction deposits. Our excavations in trench 7,
as well as in the above-mentioned trench 18 higher up the slope, found destruction horizons
similar to those identified by the French team which are dated by a coin of 244-249 and
plausibly associated with Persian incursions of the mid-3rd c.!®

Trench 7: colonnaded courtyard of possible house

In 2000 we exposed a range of three rooms facing north onto a colonnaded courtyard (figs. 16-
17). The whole postdated the 3rd-c. destruction deposits. Each room had a window in its S wall
and a door in its N wall giving access to a portico which probably had a sloping roof. In the SW
corner of the courtyard were the remains of a stone staircase which points to an upper storey,
perhaps for private accommodation, whereas the three rooms below possibly served non-
residential purposes. Various artefacts wer found in situ on the surfaces of the three rooms: they
include 3 ceramic lamps, 4 complete vessels, a bowl, a stopper, and a glass container. In its last

5 x 7 m, probably an expansion from its original size of 5 x5 m.

13 Abadie-Reynal 1998, 392 and 2000, 319-23.
14  Abadie-Reynal 2000, 319.
15  Abadie-Reynal 1998, 392.
16 Abadie-Reynal 2000, 321.
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Fig. 17. Trench 7, plan of late Roman or Byzantine courtyard complex.

The capitals used in the colonnade were re-used, probably salvaged from other buildings
nearby. The central courtyard was probably open.

Trench 12: a series of successive terraces and associated structures (fig. 18)

Trench 12 was located 20 m up the slope from trench 7. A substantial wall (12045) running
NW-SE was found made of rectangular blocks (1.2 x 0.6 x 0.6 m) dry laid horizontally in a
header bond so that the length of the individual blocks equalled the width of the wall. Three
courses of the wall survived. The masonry is comparable to that seen in the French excavations
at chantier 6, dated provisionally to the late Hellenistic period. This wall could be an element
of an original terrace that extended from the public area on the east into the valley.
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Fig. 19. Trench 12, mosaic 12016, drawing.

The wall was then re-used as the SE wall of a square structure (4 x 4 m internally) created by
adding three walls (12015, 12009, 12056/12044) of ashlars laid in a stretcher bond with a thin
grey lime mortar. Two doorways (1 m wide) were found at the N ends of the E and W walls. The
N wall of the square building continued beyond the E and W walls., With its possible doorways
opening to the east and west, in plan the structure resembles an internal projecting tower, with
its new N wall acting as a curtain wall.l” However, its walls are on average only 60 cm wide,
which is rather slight for the foundations of a defensive tower, particularly when compared to
those located across the river at Apamea.!® Further, the orientation of the square structure
suggests that it would have protected an area to the southwest rather than the southeast
where a public part of the city is located. A more plausible interpretation, then, is that the
square structure belongs to a range of rooms built against the original ashlar terracing.

As part of a late Roman and Byzantine redevelopment, a new terrace was built in the shape
of a zigzag with three new revetment walls. Incorporating the N and W walls of the square
building, they extended beyond our excavation. A third wall aligned NW-SE completed the
zigzag by abutting the new NE-SW wall 12007 5 m to the south of the square building.

At a later date, the square building went out of use and was backfilled, thereby extending
the terrace to the north. A collection of 94 mosaic fragments was recovered from the backfill;
they probably derived from one or two floors. One large fragment represented the corner of a
large panel with perhaps a figurative centre and an inscription (fig. 19). Other fragments

depict birds and part of a lamp. Some details in the birds’ feathers and eyes were picked out in
coloured glass tesserae.

Trench 11: courtyard house (fig. 20) with mosaic of Nereids riding on sea-monsters

In the next basin to the east, our team worked on trenches 11 and 5 while the French team
excavated trench 14 just to the east of trench 11.1° Trench 11 produced evidence of a courtyard
house thought to be divided from a southern property by an E-W alleyway (we were unable to

17 S. Gregory, Roman military architecture on the eastern frontier (Amsterdam 1997) 160-61.
18 Abadie-Reynal 1996, 316.

19 Abaiie-Reynal 2001, 275-92. Trench 14 produced a mosaic of Dionysus (with inscription) and a
panther.
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Fig. 21a. Trench 11, mosaic of Nereids riding on sea-monsters, central panel.

excavate to the south). To the north of the alley stood a courtyard house seemingly not of the
highest status. It underwent three phases of refurbishment. Greek building techniques are
evident in the continued use of ashlars without the use of metal clamps.?’ Most of the walls
were built or founded upon large limestone blocks laid horizontally and dry bedded. The later
phases were a matter of localised alterations and running repairs rather than any major
structural overhaul, and they too followed local building traditions such as ashlar piers with
fired brick infilling (probably of middle Roman date) or with rubble infilling (in a later
phase). Decayed mud brick, probably deriving from the upper sections of walls, was also found;
mudbrick too was a local building tradition, possessing good resistance to earthquakes.?!

This northern courtyard house seems to have faced east, perhaps onto a main road which
ran down the axis of the basin or valley, as the drainage channel found further up the basin in
the French trench 14 seems to imply. The house seems to have comprised two N-S rows of three
rooms with additional rooms (not fully explored) to the north. The main vestibule was the
central room 11059 on the E side (4.05 x 2.4 m). Doorways led from it to rooms on the north, south
and west. The S room measured 4.3 x 3.1 and had storage vessels sunk into its two floor levels,
suggesting that it was used for food storage. The N room was roughly square (4 x 3.7 m) and
possibly served as a kind of antechamber.

To the west was a central courtyard (11051), the largest area known within the house at 4.7
x 4.65 m. The courtyard itself housed a simple black-and-white geometric design around a
central mosaic panel that could not be exposed, despite our round-the-clock work, due to an
unexpected rise in the water level. A small room (2.1 x 1.7 m) to the north of the courtyard
contained a latrine pit on its E side and a small open channel running parallel to it at floor
level, draining into the pit at its N end. No evidence for seating arrangements was detected.
The floor of this room was a simple geometric mosaic in light green and blue tesserae. Close to
the pit it had been crudely repaired with patches of triangular tiles. This latrine and a cistern

20 Cf. H. Dodge, “The architectural impact of Rome in the East,” in M. Henig (ed.), Architecture and

architectural scuplture in the Roman Empire (Oxford 1990) 114, on the use in Syria of ashlars without
mortar or metal clamps.

21 Kennedy 1998, 79.
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Fig. 21b. Trench 11, mosaic of Nereids riding on sea-monsters, with its geometric border.

Fig. 22. Loggia, E wall, wall-painting 11073.
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Fig. 21c. Trench 11, Geometric border of mosaic of Nereids riding on sea-monsters.

(11082) further north would have formed part of the service area of the house and suggest the
possible proximity of a kitchen.

On its S side the courtyard led into a loggia (4.95 x 3 m) that was marked off by two columns
and two pilasters. The room would have been well lit both from the courtyard to the north and
from a window in the S wall at a high level. The room (11176) contained a figured mosaic of
high quality (figs. 21 a, c; fig. 21b in colour) depicting Nereids riding on sea-monsters. The
central panel is set within a decorative border of 20 square and oblong panels. It was laid so as
to be viewed from the S side, and the room may often have been entered from the west, where
there is a doorway 11080 in the wall (the rooms further west were not excavated). In fact the
mosaic continued beyond the excavation area across a geometric panel in the doorway itself. It

is likely that the main reception rooms of the house lay on this W side of the courtyard. Some
of them were almost certainly cut into the bedrock.

In the foreground of the central panel of room 11078 two females are seated on the coils of
the tails of sea-monsters. The one on the left wears a green chiton with a yellow cloak folded
over her left arm, from which also hangs a basket. To the left of her is a large sea-panther.
The female on the right wears a pale blue peplos that exposes her left breast. She holds a
golden sash that runs in an arc from her left elbow up to her outstretched right hand. Both
women have a stephane holding back their hair. To the right is a sea-bull, the head of which

figure. At the bottom left-hand corner of the panel a stylised

R sl

The walls of this room too were decorated with painted wall-plaster, of which traces were
noted and conserved on the S and E walls (fig. 22 on p. 31 in colour). On the E wall the general

design could be discerned: the surface was divided into three horizontal panels and had
painted columns and zigzag borders.
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Subsequent modifications to the building had major implications for its organization. For
example, the blocking of the E doorway connecting the former vestibule with the courtyard
would have separated the E and W ranges of the building at ground-floor level and perhaps
made them into separate properties (there was also a difference in height of 50 cm between the
two ranges). Also significant was the creation of a double doorway in the S room of the E range,
opening onto the presumed main road and seemingly designed to allow vehicles to enter the
space. This room was now linked to the former vestibule by a new narrower stepped doorway
near the E end of its N wall.

A modification in the W range was the insertion of a piped water supply, perhaps to feed a
newly installed fountain or basin in the courtyard. This limestone basin had two small marble
columns set on their own bases on top of the rim.

Destruction by fire brought occupation of the property to an end, probably while it was still
in use. In the burning and demolition deposits over the mosaic and earth floors were found
numerous artefacts including a bronze coin, an iron blade and an iron key. Thereafter the
building was abandoned, and there is no evidence that rooms were cleaned after the disaster,
although perhaps more valuable items were recovered then or later.

There are a number of similarities between this property and that excavated in trench 2 on
the headland to the east (see below). The design of a single colonnade marking a loggia off the
courtyard is paralleled in houses on Hellenistic Delos. This kind of plan shows that the strong
Greek cultural influence at Zeugma continued well into the Roman period. That this was not one
of the wealthiest houses is shown by comparison with houses excavated by the French team in
trench 6 in 2000 or with others in Area A excavated by the French-Turkish team in previous
years. Those were grand buildings with extensive reception halls or multiple courtyard com-
plexes. This house had a less public réle to play. The more central location of this property,
where space was presumably at a premium and expansion of existing houses depended on the
acquisition of neighbouring plots, may have been partly responsible for the use of a single
colonnade in its courtyard. Generally, the level of decoration in this house is less ambitious,
with mosaic floors reserved just for key rooms and with only a single water feature in the
courtyard.

Trench 5: house displaying re-use of its original layout to a late period

Trench 5 lies in the basin a short distance northeast of trench 11. It produced evidence for a
cycle of domestic occupation, colluviation and rebuilding. It seems to be a residential structure
roughly contemporary with the property in trench 11. It had a doorway facing west (the raised
sill being on the W side) onto a street that ran north down towards the river, conforming to the
evidence for streets in trenches 11 and 14. The doorway also preserved a post-socket on the S
side of the threshold and a bolt-hole to the north. In front was a single marble step which
would have eased the descent from the house to the street below. The embellishment of the
entrance suggest a house of a certain status. To the north, beyond an alleyway, there seems to
have been a separate property or range of rooms, which was excavated in part.

The original layout of the southern house seems to have been retained by later properties
even though the earliest building seems to have been deliberately dismantled (perhaps in the
late.Roman period) and its materials re-used before the later construction began. Following the
bur.lal Qf the original building beneath layers of colluvium, two later structures were put up,
which in turn underwent modifications before being abandoned and sealed by colluvium. In a

very late phase a series of land-boundary walls was erected, but they too fell into disrepair
and were lost beneath colluvial deposits.

Trench 2: four contiguous houses (fig. 23 on p. 32 above)

. Extensivie excavations were carried out on higher ground overlooking what seems to have
een a public sector to the east, supplementing the earlier work nearby conducted by Kennedy
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Fig. 24. Trench 2, courtyard of the north house, view to northwest.

and by the French team.?2 We excavated considerable parts of four densely packed residences
(fig. 23), suggesting that this was a valuable location in the lower town’s urban landscape. The
houses were built on three E-W terraces cut directly into the limestone bedrock (the upper
terrace being c¢.10 m wide, the lower one 13 m wide), and they show how the original terracing
was adapted for later structures. Their general plan suggests they were first built in the early
Commagenian period (mid-2nd to mid-1st c. B.C.), and this date is supported by initial study of
the pottery.

The most is known about the houses at the north and south of our trench, but we also have
parts of a house at a higher level at the southwest and another on a lower level at the west end
of our trench. A street running N-S bounded the E side of the south house. It was met by an alley
which entered into the insula between the north and the south houses. The alley led to a
doorway (2085) at its W end that provided secondary access to the central courtyard of the
north house.

The north house

As now known, the north house consists primarily of the central courtyard (2240) (fig. 24)
and rooms to the east and west; further rooms, and presumably the principal entrance, would
have lain to the north and east but are now lost. The plan is of the pastas type, noted already
in trench 11. The central courtyard (8.5 x 6.5 m) had a total of 8 Tuscan columns (40 cm
diameter), so there were 3 columns to each of the four porticoes. The central part of the
courtyard held a geometric mosaic (fig. 25). Beneath the court lay three rock-cut cisterns (all in
the shape of a bottle with a narrow neck), two in the S portico and one in the E portico. The N
portico (2524) was the widest (2.37 m) and was provided with a geometric mosaic (2196) that
had a central nanel in a trellis design forming a diamond framework (fig. 26). The main

-~ =~ =2 orobably from the north, but the evidence there is lost; possibly it
was Irom e noruiwest, suwe remains of a pier (2251) might be part of an entrance.

22 Kennedy 1998, 61-79; Abadie-Reynal 1998, 394-95.
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Fig. 26. Trench 2, mosaic 2196 in the N portico 2524 of the north house.

The largest rooms known lay to the west of the court, and they were probably the most
prestigious in the house. The northern one (2340) measured 7 x 2.5 m. The only surviving access
to it was from a doorway (66 cm wide) from the room to the south, but there may originally
have been another door at the E end of its N wall, now lost. If, however, it was able to be
reached only from the southern room, it may have been a private cubiculum. None of the
furnishings of this room was intact, due to the extensive modifications made to it at a later
date. The southern room (2346) communicated directly with the W portico of the court through
two doorways and is likely to have been the main reception room or triclinium. Basically meas-
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Fig. 27. Trench 2, mosaic 2350 made of unusually large tesserae, on S side of the court of the south house.

uring 3.7 x 4.6 m, it was somewhat irregular in shape since its W wall was longer than its E
wall, resulting in an acute angle in its SW corner. Its S and W walls survived to a height of 2.8
m, and its E, S and W walls were decorated with painted plaster, but no mosaic floor was found.

The area east of the court is less well preserved. There was a rectangular room 2348 east of
the central court but its original dimensions are unknown since its E and N walls have not been
defined, although it must have been at least 5 x 3.3 m. Later alterations with the construction
of an E-W wall transformed this area into a passage that would have led directly to the court
through ashlar door-jambs set near the middle of the E wall of the court, but we do not know if
an entrance existed here in the original layout of the house. Earlier there was perhaps only a
doorway 2425 a little further north leading into the N portico.

The south house

The layout of this house is not unlike that of the north house. Six rooms are known lying
north, east and west of a central courtyard (2523), but there is also a lower vaulted room (2349)
set beneath a room that sat on the upper terrace and belonged to the southwest house. The main
entrance was probably from the N-S street running parallel to its eastern boundary, although it
is also possible that there was some kind of entrance from the south. It was divided from the
north house by the alley mentioned above. Much of the early building has been obscured by
extensive refurbishment.

The central courtyard 2523 measured 6.8 x 6 m. Beneath its SE corner there was a rock-cut
cistern in the shape of a bottle with narrow neck. Centered on the S side of the court was a plain
monochrome mosaic floor 2350 (fig. 27). There is evidence of painted plaster on the S and W
walls. On the N side of the court a small colonnade of two columns (50 cm diameter) fronted a
loggia (6.2 x 2.6 m) which had a geometric mosaic on the floor.

subsequently covered by a destruction layer in which were found
a large ceramic storage jar, two bronze finger-rings, an iron axe-head, a possible door-hinge,
and several nails.

The two rooms to the west of the court may have been private chambers or cubicula. The
south room, 3.1 x 4.3 m, had a geometric mosaic with a central panel with a pattern of grey octa-
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Fig. 28. Mosaic 2432 in the south house.

Fig. 29a. Trench 2, south house, mosaic 2101, view to south.

gons on a white background. There was also evidence for painted wall-plaster. Overlying the
pavement were destruction deposits that produced a bronze lion mask (presumably a furniture
flttlpg) and a glass bead. A doorway in its N wall led into another room (3.26 x 3.14 m), not
unlike the arrangement in the northern house of the group. Here, at the N end of its E wall,
were the remains of the springing of a vault or of a pilaster capital, suggesting that there was a

wide arch between it and the loggia or N portico. The room again had painted plaster of more
than one phase.
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Fig. 29b. Trench 2, south house, drawing of mosaic 2101.

From the court, two blocked doorways in the S wall would have given onto another room or
rooms. If a single room, with its estimated length of 7.88 m, it would have been one of the
largest and perhaps would have served as the main reception room. A partially uncovered
mosaic 2432 (fig. 28) at the SE corner of the house probably belonged to this room.

There were also two rooms east of the court. Room 2567 on the north had access from the
loggia or N portico 2525 and possibly from the road to the east, but its E wall is not preserved.
Its figured mosaic floor faced east (4.8 x 5.1 m) (figs. 29a-b). Two winged cupids in the damaged
central panel were surrounded by a border of panels containing birds, a male head (Silenus?),
and the head of a young girl (a Maenad). To the south was a smaller room (2569) measuring 5.2
x 3 m but it was extensively modified in later phases and its original layout is unclear. It too
probably had a door on the E side into the court.

The southwest house

Our knowledge of this house is limited since only its N part fell within our trench. It lay on
the same middle terrace as the southern house and adjacent to the western house (which sat on
a higher terrace). Its exterior walls are preserved on the W side where all internal faces were
decorated with two layers of painted plaster. Figured frescoes survived in rooms 2530 and 2531,

et e stk bottors of the walls (the tops were severely truncated). The background

isible), with a pier at one end, both in a yellow base with dark

red, white and yellow used to highlight architectural details. In the centre in front of a dark

red panel is a figure apparently facing left whose upper and lower torso and right leg and foot

survive. The floors of rooms 2530 (floor 2186) and 2531 (floor 2178) are hard-packed white
mortar which probably served as the foundation for mosaics, now lost.
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Fig. 30. Trench 2, west house, mosaic 2138 with axes and pelta.

The west house

The remains on the upper terrace had been severely truncated, although the fragmentary
remains of three mosaic pavements (2018, 2138 and 2163) were found. A visible indentation
suggests that geometric mosaic 2138 (fig. 30) was laid against two columns or vertical supports
some 53 cm apart. Another geometric mosaic 2018 further north may or may not belong to this
house; a channel in between could mark an alleyway separating two house plots on this terrace.
The surviving walls seem to belong to a later phase than the mosaics.

Later phases of the four houses

There is evidence in several places for refurbishments of these houses, which seem to fall
into a number of different phases. In some places doorways were re-arranged, and this would
have altered lines of access and probably also reflects the altered functions of several rooms.

In the north house, a step, mosaic floor and threshold were added to the access from the
alleyway and a door 2423 was created above a new piped channel that led into room 2348. This
door may have led to a staircase that gave onto a mezzanine floor above the modified eastern
room. In the peristyle, the colonnade on the N side was walled up with rubble and mudbrick to
create two rooms (2524 and 2340). A new door led into the court from the NW room 2340 while
the original entrances from the court into room 2346 were blocked and a trough made of mud
bricks was inserted in the NE corner of this southern room, perhaps to serve as a manger for
animals. Tethering holes for animals were cut into the ashlars in the walls of room 2340 to the
north and a hearth was inserted. The floors of room 2340 and the E part of the court were now of
earth and probably consist of occupational débris associated with their changed usage. A
helmet with protective neck plate decorated with a floral motif as well as a knife and a
spearhead were found in the destruction horizon (2008) of room 2340. Clearly this house on the
lower terrace was downgraded in late antiquity.23

Extensive refurbishments in the south house may belong to a single phase. On the W side of
the court the original entrance from the southern room 2522 was blocked and a mosaic floor 2313
was put down (fig. 31) (in the destruction layer above this mosaic an iron bucket was found as
well as two glass vessels). The room to the north (2344, tig. 32) was lowered by over 1 m and
mosaic 2299 (fig. 33) was laid within the newly-created sunken space that would perhaps have
been cooler in summer. A barrel-vaulted extension (2.9 x 2 m) was cut to the west, running
beneath room 2530 of the southwest house. This part of the house would thus have changed its

23 We may compare the ‘ruralisation’ of houses at Apamea in the 7th c.: J. C. Balty, Apamée de Syrie: bilan

des recherches archéologiques 1973-1979 (Brussels 1984) 497.
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Fig. 32. Trench 2, sunken vaulted room 2344 in the south house, view to SW.

function, being reached perhaps only by wooden steps. For the entrance from the court, the
original arched opening was rebuilt to leave just a small doorway. The single colonnade in the
court was blocked except probably for a door in the middle, but this effectively separated the
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Fig. 34. Trench 2, mosaic 2098 in the south house.

loggia from the court. A new mosaic (2098, fig. 34) was laid in this northern room, which was
also extended north over part of the alley.

On the S side of the court, a new door (2462) was inserted at the W end of the S wall, leading
to some other unexcavated room. The area to the southeast (2570) was also modified. A

staircase 2289 supported by a barrel vault was added which was probably accessible from the
street via 2570 as a vestibule.

Two separate destruction horizons have been noted in trench 2. One rested directly on some of
the mosaic floors, the other was later than the creation of earthen floors, traces of which were
best preserved on the lower terrace. The first is likely to belong to the mid-3rd c. Thereafter
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the properties were re-occupied but downgraded. To judge by artefacts found on floor surfaces,
the houses had been abandoned prior to some event that caused widespread destruction of
properties in the area. We do not know if looting also occurred. Burnt timbers and fragments of
charcoal, along with roof tiles and nails, show that roofs collapsed onto floor surfaces, but
there were no burnt deposits in the court 2523 of the south house or the peristyle 2240 of the
north building, suggesting that they were open to the sky in their latest phases. The abandoned
properties thus fell into ruin and were gradually buried beneath material washed down the
slopes to an average depth of 3 m. The colluvium included stones and mud bricks as well as burnt
débris and pottery.

Work east of Trench 2 around a major complex (baths?) (fig. 35 in colour overleaf)

We also uncovered extensive structural remains downhill from the site of Kennedy’s earlier
excavations that probably relate to the buildings found in our Trench 2. A series of channels
running SW to NE probably mark a street descending steeply towards the river. On the E side of
this presumed street we found a room and a corridor likely to be the W end of the domestic pro-
perties excavated in Trench 2. On the W side behind a massive retaining wall?* running NE-
SW (similar to the terrace walls found on the next headland to the west) were substantial
structures of limestone rubble and concrete, often incorporating bricks. Walls at right-angles to
the terrace wall created four rooms, of which the two eastern ones were the largest (4 x 5 and
3.5 x 4.5 m). Adjacent to them was a latrine with water-pipes leading into it, and a larger
outflow pipe was found in the next room to the west. The thickness of the walls here suggests
that they may have supported arches or vaults; fragments of collapsed vaults were found not
far to the southwest. The whole seems to have been a substantial building (perhaps baths)
that faced up river, was reached by steps on the W side, and was supplied by water channels
coming down the hill from the south. It probably belongs to the middle Roman period and may
have extended further south to encompass the visible remains of a bath-house first identified
by Kennedy. Further work during a shoreline survey in 2001 tends to support a public function for
the buildings in this area, despite the fact that Kennedy found evidence for a well-appointed
house. This then may have been a new area of public Roman buildings perhaps reached by
colonnaded streets (see the evidence in trenches 3 and 15) and connected to lower areas by
stepped streets like that found in trench 13.

Whereas more to the east of this headland (in trench 2) the general layout of Hellenistic
properties seems to have survived as structures that underwent only relatively minor refurbish-
ments, the general picture that emerges for this more westerly part of the headland is that few
walls predate the Roman development. This matches what has been found on the NW corner of
this headland in zone 2 (fig. 2 above), since Kennedy identified just one phase dated to the late
2nd or early 3rd c.25 Abadie-Reynal, however, did identify pottery of the Ist-c. B.C. in a
destruction horizon that predates the Roman development,26 and the absence of earlier
architecture may imply that the area was cleared prior to its Roman development, since it is
unlikely that such a central location overlooking and close to a public area (trenches 3 and 15)
would have remained vacant for so long.

The eastern limit of the Hellenistic city

The eastern limits of the Hellenistic settlement are probably best deduced from an area of
Hellenistic burials found cut into the bedrock of the hillside in Trench 6.2 Initial analysis sug-

24 A retaiming wall was necessary here because of the steep scarp of the hill: see Kennedy 1998, 62,
showing his Site D from the west.

25  Kennedy 1998, 71.

26  Abadie-Reynal 1998, 379-406.

27  Abadie-Reynal 2001, 258.
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Figs. 36-37. Trench 9, graffiti of possible gladiator and boats on painted wall-plaster in room 9284.

suggests that the burials were in use until the 1st c. A.D. This would imply that the eastern edge
nf the huilt-in area lav between trench 6 and trench 2, and therefore potentially in the vicinity

ough traces of late Hellenistic occupation have been found in
Area A, the main aevelopment there is mid-Roman and associated with an eastward expansion
of the built-up area in that period.?$

28  Abadie-Reynal 2001, 269-70.
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Trench 9: a residential zone on an upper terrace divided by an alley from a commercial zone on a
lower terrace (fig. 38)

Trench 9 lies ¢.50 m east of Trench 2 on the N edge of a ridge. It was ¢.20 m lower than the
House of Dionysus and Ariadne, excavated by the team led by R. Ergeg, which lay some 60 m to
the south. The excavations in Area A where a series of opulent houses has been identified lie a
short distance to the west.?’

Three major phases were found on three rock-cut terraces that descend the slope. These
terraces had probably been created in the late Hellenistic period and were part of the layout of
the original townscape. The presence of early structures is suggested by the fragmentary
remains of two N-S ashlar walls but no contemporary occupation levels were found and the first
significant remains are Roman in date, probably 1st c. A.D. The Roman development was clearly
influenced by the pre-existing terraces but it presumably demolished the majority of the
structures on them.

Excavation of the upper terrace revealed several large rooms which fall into an eastern and
W range without any clear access between them. The W range consists of three rooms. The
southernmost (9284, probably 4.5 x 4 m) was cut into the limestone at the south and the best
preserved. Its floor consisted of neatly cut bedrock. Its N and E walls which survived up to 1.85
m in height were made of vertical ashlar piers with rubble and mudbrick infilling and were
decorated with wall-plaster painted in geometric panels on which graffiti including boats and
possibly gladiators had been incised (figs. 36-37 above). A niche recessed into the E wall may
have held statuary. The room was probably entered from the west but that side was not ex-
posed. To the northwest lay room 9131, originally 4.5 by at least 3.5 m, but it was later extended
1 m to the north when the wall fronting on the alley was rebuilt. Its N and W walls were
decorated with painted wall-plaster similar to that of room 9284 and its floor was again cut in
bedrock. A third room 9132 to the west was only partly investigated; it too had a bedrock floor.

The E range on the upper terrace included a room at the S end that was cut into the rock and
had a N wall (9333) of ashlar piers with limestone rubble infilling. A fragment of its mosaic
floor (9208) with a geometric border in white and blue survived, and some fragments of wall-
plaster still adhered to the N wall. There was a door (9360) in the N wall. Further north, with
a pair of doors near its SE corner, was room 9302, probably the largest room on the terrace at c.10
x 10 m. Its N and W walls probably belong to the original Hellenistic terrace, being built of
ashlars. Both the E and W ranges on the upper terrace were probably parts of houses.

North of these houses was a narrow alley or service corridor (9361), a dead space without
doorways. It was probably built when the lower terrace was first occupied, presumably in the
Roman period. A stone water-channel, set directly on bedrock, ran down the middle of the
alley, and seems to have fed a bottle-shaped cistern to the east.

On the lower terrace, north of the alley, we found several interconnecting rooms that may
have been workshops. The use of this steeply sloping hillside may indicate that building space
was at a premium. Vertical ashlar piers were again combined with limestone rubble infilling.
Finds included two sets of scales, an iron weaving loom and weaving tools, and a small globular
flask. There were also many coins. At a level later in the destruction sequence a coin hoard was
found.

Room 9071 at the north was quite long and narrow (at least 17 m E-W by 6.5 m) and perhaps
acted as a court or corridor, with just a low wall on its N and E sides. Near its SE end a
Vs smbom s Ll cinn ot inta tha ground. Two doors led into spaces on the south. One was 9099

ing to a rock-cut arched door 9090, only the top of which was
visible, leading into a rock-cut room decorated with red wall-plaster (unexcavated). The next
room to the east was 9070 (8 x 9.5 m), the S and E walls of which were covered with a plain grey

29 Ergeg in Kennedy 1998, 80-91; Abadie-Reynal 2001, 243-56.
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Fig. 40. Coins from the hoard, showing corrosion in the form of copper ‘plate’ and a half-cleaned coin.

plaster which was fire-blackened. Its floor was of beaten earth, overlain by a thin mortar
which survived only in patches and which was perhaps a bedding for a pavement now lost.
This room could also be reached from the east (room 9200).

Towards the east were two rooms the N edges of which had eroded down the slope. The
large (5.5 x 3.5 m) room on the west (9200) had painted wall-plaster on its S and W walls in
green panels with a red and white border outlined in black. The floor was again carefully cut
from bedrock. The room could be reached from the probable workshops through a doorway 1 m
wide in its W wall; in this doorway we found an upright amphora full of used tesserae,
suggesting that towards the end of its life the doorway was no longer in regular use. The E room

measured at least 2.5 x 2.5 m. Its S and W walls, surviving up to 1.5 m, were cut from bedrock. It
did not connect directly to room 9200.

Later modifications
Significant remodelling seems to have affected mainly the upper terrace and the alley. The

surface of the alley was raised by 1.7 m and a new drain inserted. The N wall of the western
house received a new wall built of vertical ashlars with laid concrete panels between them.
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On the lower terrace, room 9200 was cut in two or reduced in size by an E-W wall inserted just
1 m north of the original south wall which also partly blocked the doorway into room 9070 to
the west, but the doorway was kept usable by chamfering the ashlar pier on its N side.

Destruction by fire

Across the W half of both the upper and lower terrace there are extensive traces of
destruction by fire. Thick burnt deposits were found in the rooms of the W range and also in room
9302 of the E range. In both cases the burnt deposits were buried beneath thick layers of
decayed mud bricks and rubble, derived from the collapse of the superstructure and upper parts
of the walls. Within the destruction layers in room 9131 was found a coin hoard containing 438
pieces which are still undergoing study (figs. 39-40), while two sets of bronze scales were found
in rooms 9132 in the W range and 9302 in the E.

Byzantine re-occupation

Whereas the lower terrace has produced no evidence for late occupation, the upper terrace
saw the subdivision of earlier rooms and the construction of new walls from re-used masonry and
mudbrick. Existing walls were re-used where possible, producing an odd mixture of styles. Often
the destruction layers (up to 1.2 m deep) were not removed but merely levelled and used as
make-up for new floors.

Evidence for up to three further phases can be identified. Room 9131 in the W range was
made smaller by the insertion of a S wall of mudbrick (9328). Room 9132 to the west produced
many late sequences of occupation. A mudbrick wall was inserted in room 9284. In the E range,
room 9302 was modified by the insertion of a small room (9192) in its NE corner, the S wall of
which re-used one stone with an incised cross and another with a Greek inscription (which was
part of the temenos inscription of Antiochus I; see Crowther, p. 62 below). In this room the
Roman destruction layers were removed down to bedrock. The rest of the former room 9302 now
seems to have become an outdoor space. The abandonment of these buildings seems to have been
slow, not sudden, with the occupation gradually petering out.

The eastward expansion of the Roman city

Further to the east the former necropolis was redeveloped for housing in the 2nd c. A.D.*
There was clearly by then a need for more spacious plots to accommodate high-status houses
with substantial courtyards and reception suites, whereas previously new developments had
been absorbed within the nucleus of the older settlement, including some insertion of Roman
houses into sectors that had probably contained Hellenistic public structures.?! In the older
areas, however, houses could not easily expand without acquiring neighbouring plots, so the
possibilities for refurbishing older properties (as is attested in trenches 2 and 11) were limited.
These factors helped stimulate the expansion of the town towards the east. Most of the work in
this part of the site has been conducted by the French and Turkish teams, especially in chantier
12 and trench 8 (see fig. 2).32 The Oxford team made only two small excavations, one as trench 4
at a crossroads north of the rich Roman houses, and the other as trench 10 at what was believed
to be the extreme eastern limit of the Roman town.

Trench 4: colonnade or possible fountain-house at the intersection of two roads

Just below the House of the Dionysus and Ariadne mosaic, excavated previously by the
Gaziantep Museum (R. Ergeg), we opened trench 4 (figs. 41-42). The earliest feature was ashlar
characteristic of later Hellenistic work at the site. Associated

...~ ding was remodelled in the Roman period as a narrow building

U

30 Abadie-Reynal 2001, 258.
31 Abadie-Reynal 2001, 275 ff.
32 Abadie-Reynal 2000, 283-92 and 2001, 243-305.
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Fig. 42. Trench 4, view to east.

placed at the intersection of two roads. The N wall (63 cm wide) and the E wall (50 cm wide)
were both of large limestone ashlars with thin mortar joints, and they had a projecting plinth.
The N wall had a shallow foundation that cut into the street surface. The W wall used the
limestone bedrock. A plain column drum survived in situ up against the E wall of the building
near the corner, and other column drums were found in the colluvium, suggesting that there may
have bgen a colonnade along the street rather than a high wall. Behind the columns there was
a mosalc.ﬂoor 4012 which was not original to the building. Mortar had been applied between
the mosaic and the column drum and between the mosaic and the N wall, evidently to provide
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Fig. 43. Trench 8, plan of courtyard complex, with other villas to the north.

a good seal. Therefore it is possible that this was a fountain house or nymphaeum housing a
basin at a street intersection.

Trench 8: Late Roman or Byzantine modifications to the residential area south of the Poseidon,
‘ ~v Iehmet Onal and Yusaf Yavas

The French-Turkish team had previously excavated the so-called Poseidon, Euphrates and
Mars villas which lay side by side on a lower terrace and opened onto a street running E-W.33

33  Abadie-Reynal 2001, 243.
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Fig. 44. Trench 8, courtyard complex.

The villas were built in the same technique of ashlar piers and infilled panels that is common
at the site. The last-mentioned of these villas produced the statue of Mars which is published
below by Nardi and Onal. To the south of these villas were rock-cut rooms which were perhaps
converted tombs, like those found in trench 6.

On the upper terrace just to the south of the main villas, we opened trench 8 (figs. 43-44). In
it three rooms that opened onto an E-W street were found; they backed onto a courtyard. They
are unlikely to be continuations of the houses on the terraces below, but they could represent
different properties within this residential zone. No significant furnishings were found in the
rooms, but there was some undecorated wall-plaster.

A destruction layer (average depth 40 cm) was found within these rooms. It was sealed by a
layer of colluvium, which suggests that the area was abandoned prior to its regeneration.

Later occupation that incorporated the earlier structures was found across the whole of the
upper terrace. The original walls were repaired or replaced with the help of re-used mater-

lals. Six interconnecting rooms and a fountain basin were found on the E side built along the
terrace.

These rooms had a similar orientation to those they post-date, and opened onto a resurfaced
street that ran E-W parallel to the terrace wall. Further south were four more rock-cut rooms.
Room 8560 (7 x 5 m) contained a series of niches 10 cm deep in its S and W walls. Just to the west
was a series of interconnecting rock-cut chambers which were extensively modified and
subsequently blocked during later phases. New beaten earth surfaces 60 cm higher than the
Qrigmal floors were installed. Near the E entrance to the terrace a cylindrical brick oven, 60 cm
in diameter and 80 cm high, was installed. At the opposite end of the terrace, an entrance to a

N-S alleyway was located. Close to this was a fountain basin, tiled and lined with opus signi-
numi, that had three niches in its walls.

At the S end of the N-S alleyway were the traces of a small courtyard house. Its courtyard
had a small pool in the centre that had a mosaic floor (8456 and 8459, fig. 45). To the south the
courtyard opened on to three rooms. The eastern room (8463) contained another mosaic (fig. 46).
Subsequently most of this building was destroyed to make way for an impressive house with a
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Fig. 45. Trench 8, 8456 (upper mosaic) and 8459 (lower mosaic), looking north.

N-—— — / —"\ )
&

& & | ;

Fig. 46. Trench 8, drawing of mosaic 8463.
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Water pipes
10046

Fig. 48. Trench 10, latrine, view to east.

colonnaded court. Measuring 25 x 21 m, it may have been a Byzantine civic building. The court
had 8 columns forming porticoes along its N, S and E sides, and large white tesserae scattered in
the area of the colonnades probably derive from a mosaic floor there. The earlier building was
divided to create three separate rectangular rooms south of the new court. The larger central
room had 15 beam slots cut into the bedrock of its S wall, indicating the presence of a second
storey. To the east was a latrine. On the W side in front of the building there was a stylobate of
three dressed masonry blocks.

In a late phase troughs and tethering holes were inserted, indicating that it housed animals
prior to its final abandonment.

The residential area probably continues further to the southwest, where a sondage found a
polychrome geometric mosaic, suggesting that a Roman house lay beneath the Byzantine rede-
velopment. Beneath the pavement a coin hoard of 42 pieces probably dating to the 3rd c. A.D.
was found.

Trench 10: latrine of a Roman bath-building at the east edge of the town

Trench 10 lies on a terraced platform at the E edge of the site, as is clear from the rather
meagre number of surface finds in the area. Trench 10 came down on a series of boundary walls
running E-W which probably mark properties ox land divisions (fig. 47). In addition we
exposed a well preserved latrine (3.06 m square) able to accommodate at least four individuals
(fig. 48). Subsequent work (in August to November 2000) just to the west, conducted by the
Zeugma Initiative Group (ZIG) directed by Umit Serdaroglu, revealed the remains of a bath-
house, to which the latrine is likely to belong.

A Towral mlatéarm had heon created above the sloping limestone bedrock by a rubble hardcore

“1e N and E sides. The floor and seats of the latrine were placed

directly on the ratt. A aoorway at the S end of the W wall led into the latrine by way of two

steps. The lower parts of the latrine’s walls (75 cm wide) were roughly shaped and faced with

rubble bonded by a lime-rich mortar. Their internal faces had a waterproof plaster; their

external faces were undressed. The tile floor of the latrine abutted the S and W walls. Notches
cut into the retaining wall on the N and E sides may have supported a series of wooden seats.
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Rainwater was brought from the roof by a ceramic pipe cut into the S wall but there must
have been other provision for water in the dry season and perhaps it came from the nearby
bath-house. A ceramic pipe running W-E skirted the S interior face of the latrine ¢.32 cm above
the floor level and carefully concealed behind a waterproof render. The pipe was fed by the
principal water inlet. In the SE corner it supplied a stone basin, a rare feature in Roman
latrines. Water then ran from the basin along a shallow gutter in front of the seats next to the E
and N retaining walls, to be discharged into the main drain in the NW corner. This gutter
would have served either for urinating or to wash sponges. A waterproofed and covered conduit
ran outside the W wall of the latrine and entered the building at its NW corner. Two ceramic
pipes passed through the W wall to bring water into the latrine. The main sewer, 50 cm wide
and 1 m deep, with a tiled floor (tiles measuring 40 x 40 cm, incised with a cross design) and
waterproofed, ran along the inside of the E and N walls of the latrine and exited the building
at the N end of the E wall.

This latrine was undoubtedly public. It is similar to remains of a latrine found during a
survey of the shoreline east of trench 2 and thought to be part of a public building (it was quite
unlike the latrine excavated in a house in trench 11). It is not uncommon for bath-houses to be
located next to the entrances to Roman towns and latrines are common in bath-houses.

Conclusions

Although we await the results of the comprehensive analysis of the finds which will give
more chronological precision to the above description, the work has already improved our
understanding of the topographic layout and development of the lower town and of the
terracing and building materials used in different periods. The picture of a major phase of
burning and destruction around the middle of the 3rd c. A.D. has found further confirmation, and
it is probably to be associated with the sacking of Zeugma in A.D. 253-256 by Shapur L.
However, the extensive excavations in the lower town also show that there were other
destruction phases, some of which will have been localized rather than city-wide events. The
2000 season also shed much new light on Zeugma after the 3rd c., a period not well documented
by earlier workers. The new information from domestic, public and religious contexts can now be
connected with the historical sources which mention the city’s bishopric and allude to its
importance in late antiquity.

Oxford Archaeology, Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 OES
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Inscriptions of Antiochus I of Commagene
and other epigraphical finds

Charles Crowther
Introduction

The epigraphical finds from the rescue excavations at Zeugma in the summer of 2000 consis-
ted of 2 Late Hellenistic public inscriptions, 2 public documents from the Roman period, 3 funer-
ary inscriptions (one of which [WS 651] is an interesting Christian document), 10 very fragmen-
tary stone inscriptions, 1 painted text on stone, a series of mosaic inscriptions, and a variety of
graffiti in Greek and Latin scratched on stone and plaster. None of the stone inscriptions was
found in context, and the spread of finds across the site shows no particular concentration.
Dating periods from the late Hellenistic (Commagene period: WS 91 and 510) to Late Roman/
Christian (WS 651) are represented; the early Hellenistic history of the settlement is not so far
attested in the epigraphical record. Lettering styles vary from the formally consistent script of
the Hellenistic Commagene texts through the stylised lettering of a Roman honorific document
(WS 150: fig. 1) and the erratic and heavily-ligatured script of the Christian funerary text
(WS 651: fig. 2) to an abusive graffito in elegant Latin cursive (fig. 3).!

Fig. 1. WS 150: honorific inscription for Roman Fig. 2. WS 651: Christian funerary inscription
i for Maris.

1 Trench 2, Room 2346, Context 2445. The graffito appears to read: Licinia | cin<a>eda (‘Licinia is a

whore’; it may also mean a female performer). This would be a rare.example of the feminine form of
cinaedus. It may be better to restore the masculine forms: Licini[us] | cin<a>edys. For the initial reading

and translation I am indebted to R. S. O. Tomlin.



58 Charles Crowther

Fig. 3. Context 2445: latex squeeze of Latin graffito.

Roman public documents

The two Roman public documents are of some interest, although neither is fully preserved.
WS 197 is the first (Latin) record on stone from a non-funerary context of the presence and
activity of legio IV Scythica at Zeugma. The inscription records an unspecified construction
dated by an incomplete imperial titulature (lost name, pontifex maximus, unspecified year of
tribunician power, consul for the third time). This text, together with the other military finds
from the rescue excavations, will be published in a separate section of the final excavation
report under preparation by M. A. Speidel. The other public inscription (WS 150, in Greek)
appears to be an honorific for a Roman praefectus, dating, by its lettering, to the later 2nd or
3rd c. AD.2

Hellenistic inscriptions from a temenos of Antiochus I of Commagene

Introduction

The two Late Hellenistic inscriptions belong together and stand apart from the other
inscriptions since they form part of the assemblage of a temenos of Antiochus I of Commagene,
which was previously represented by two fragments of a limestone dexiosis relief (3.5 m high)
of Antiochus and Hercules found by J. Wagner in 1972 and 1974 on the upper slopes of Belkis
Tepe (Wagner 1976, 117-23). The main purpose of the present report is to make available texts
of the new inscriptions, with limited commentary, in advance of the final report, because of
their interest for students of Commagenian history.3 The new discoveries at Zeugma have a

particular significance because of the presence of an underlying, erased text on the longer of the
two inscriptions.

The lettering of the two inscriptions is uniform, both in its size and use of typical Comma-
genian letter forms (squared sigma, alpha with broken cross-bar) and in its detailed execution,
and is likely to have been the work of the same stone-cutter. The lettering of the underlying
text shows the same Commagenian uniformity of letter forms; a closer palaeographical
judgment, however, is precluded by the marginal state of its preservation in rasura.

2 For the dating range of the rounded forms of epsilon and mu used in this inscription, cf. IGLS XX1.4, 46

with commentary by M. Sartre, ibid. 75.

3 Forarecent survey of current Commagenian research, see the essays collected in Wagner 2000.
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The new inscriptions have close parallels in texts from other Commagenian tenenos sites.*
These parallels both help in the reconstruction of missing sections of the Zeugma texts and
allow new supplements and corrections to be added to the previously known texts. WS 510 (fig.
4: BEc) matches both the inscription and the relief scene on a basalt stele found in the area of
Samosata and now in the British Museum (Sx); a third copy of the same text was found at
Doliche in 1979 (D). The concluding section of the reinscribed text on WS 510 also follows
verbatim a section of the long cult text from the hierothesion on Nemrud Dag1 (N 67-88). The
erased text on WS 510 (BEe) has parallels in texts from Adiyaman (AD), Caputlu Agac Kiilliik
(Cb) and Sofraz Koy (SO). WS 91 (fig. 5: BEd) matches a section of the text inscribed on one side
of a basalt stele found at Selik near Samosata and now also in the British Museum (Sz).5 The
combination of these inter-relationships casts new light on the development of the
Commagenian ruler-cult.

Inscription WS 510 (BEc) (fig. 4)

The longer of the inscriptions was cut on one face of a black basalt stele found on 21 August,
2000, by the OA trench supervisor D. Thomason at a depth of ¢.1 m in an area of infill retained
by the E-W Roman terrace wall 15005 on the E side of Trench 15 (see p. 14 above). The other
face of the stele carries a relief sculpture of a dexiosis scene between Antiochus I of Commagene
and Apollo (fig. 6 below). The two relief figures stand facing one another, each grasping the
other’s right hand, Antiochus on the left, wearing the 5-pointed Armenian tiara, Apollo on the
right, his head surrounded by a corona pierced by sun rays. The top of the stele is broken away,
so that the pointed crown and the upper part of the central decoration of Antiochus’ tiara are
lost, together with the apex of Apollo’s radiance. The god’s face and hair are further obscured
by surface damage to the stele. Apollo carries a laurel branch in his left hand and is frontally
naked, but wears a long cloak fastened at the right shoulder by a round brooch. The king wears
a short-sleeved leather cuirass over a long-sleeved undershirt, a cloak fastened over the right
shoulder, and a skirt over trousers tied at the waist by a sash decorated with laurel leaves and
pulled up at the front by two cords fastened to the sash. He holds a sceptre in his left hand; a
dagger in a decorated case hangs from the sash over his right hip. The scene is essentially the
same as that depicted on the relief stele found at Sofraz Koy in 1974 (SO) and the partially-
preserved stele from Samosata now in the British Museum (Sx).

Stele of black basalt, h. 1.46 m, w. 0.70 m, th. 0.26 m, inscribed with 34 lines of text, followed by 3 partially
erased lines. The inscription follows the natural contour of the basalt stele from the left edge across the front
face and on to the right edge.

Letter height 0.02 m, line interval 0.01 m. Associated context: 15009.

4  Commagenian texts are conventionally cited by a reference system based on modern toponyms: SO for the
stele found at Sofraz Koy, D for an inscription from Doliche, BEa and BEDb for the dexiosis fragments
from Zeugma-Belkis, and so on. The same conventions are maintained in the present discussion and
supplemented with corresponding citation references for the new texts (BEc, BEd, BEe). The other
Commagenian texts cited are the following:

A Cult inscription from the hierothesion at Arsameia on the Nymphaios: Dorner and Goell 1963
AD Lower part of relief stele with dexiosis scene and same text as Cb and SO from Adiyaman:
Waldmann 1973, 5-15; ed. pr. of J. Keil in Dorner and Naumann 1939, 51-53
Cb  Fragmentary inscription with same text as AD and SO from Caputlu Aga¢ Kulltk: Waldmann
1973, 45-47
D  Fragmentary inscription with same text as Sx and BEc from Doliche: SEG 32, 1385
part of a Herakles dexiosis from Belkis Tepe: Wagner 1976, 117-23
part of a Herakles dexiosis from Belkis Tepe: Wagner 1976, 117-23
N Cult inscription from the hierothesion at Nemrud Dag: OGIS 383
SO  Relief stele with cult inscription and dexiosis scene from Sofraz Kdy: Wagner and Petzl 1976
Sx  Relief stele with cult inscription and dexiosis scene from Samosata: GIBM 1048a (OGIS 404)
Sz Relief stele from Selik near Samosata, with cult inscription and Herakles dexiosis: Fraser 1952.
5 Sz is currently on display in Room 59 of the Ancient Near East galleries.
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Fig. 4. WS 510: relief stele with inscription of Antiochus I of Commagene.
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[ebtuy0ds GpxAg Kol Paciieiat mdont kot]-
[vav Gya@ov aition xatéomoav KTA.]

Critical notes
7. ANIOPQIIOIZ lap.; the intrusive iota may be a survival of the underlying text. | 17: NEQN lap. | 29:
[POYPTIQN lap.

Supplements for the opening lines are drawn from the parallel sections of Sx (Il. 1-6) and the 1€pog vopog from
Nemrud Dag1 (N 1-7); the continuation of 1.34 is supplied from N 83-88; the reading of 22-23 is due to G. Petzl.

Translation®

[Great King Antiochus, the God, Just, Manifest, a Friend of the Romans and a Friend of the Greeks, the Son of
King Mithradates the Gloriously Victorious] and of [Queen Laodike] the Goddess, the Brother-Loving, [the
Daughter of King] Antiochus the Manifest, Mother-loving, the Gloriously Victorious, engraved for all time
by the providence of the deities on sacred stelai this depiction of his own genius and law of common piety.

[ came to believe piety to be, of all good things, not only the securest possession but also the sweetest
enjoyment for men; it was this understanding that was for me the cause of my fortunate power and its most
blessed employment; and throughout my whole life I was seen by all men as one who thought holiness the most
faithful guardian and the incomparable delight of my reign. Because of this I escaped great perils against
expectation, readily gained control of desperate situations, and in a most blessed way obtained the fulfilment
of a long life.

After succeeding to my ancestral kingdom I immediately established this new sanctuary of the ancient power
of Zeus-Oromasdes and of Apollo-Mithras-Helios-Hermes and of Artagnes-Herakles—Ares and I made the
honour of the great gods grow in step with my own fortune, and I set up in sacred stone of a single compass
alongside images of the deities the representation of my own form receiving the benevolent greetings of the
gods, preserving a proper representation of the undying concern with which they often extended heavenly
hands to my assistance in my struggles.

[ set aside sufficient land and undisturbed revenues from it for the lavish provision of sacrifices and for an
uninterrupted cult, and having selected priests I appointed them with suitable clothing of Persian character,
and I dedicated the whole array and ministry in a manner worthy of my fortune and the pre-eminence of the
gods. [ established an appropriate regulation concerning the sacred observances for them to be everlasting, so
that all the inhabitants of my kingdom might offer together with the sacrifices required by ancient and common
law also new festivals in reverence of the gods and in my honour. The birthday of my physical body, [the
sixteenth of Audnaios and the day of my accession to the throne, the tenth of Loios, I consecrated to the
manifestations of the great deities who were my guides in a prosperous rule and were responsible for
universal blessings for my whole kingdom].

Inscription WS 91 (BEd) (fig. 5)

The second inscription was cut on a dressed block of local limestone found at a similar contour
level to the relief stele from Trench 15, but ¢.300 m to the south-east, re-used in the Byzantine
period as a building block in wall 9250 of room 9192 in Trench 9 (see p. 49 above). The full
height and width of the block have not been preserved and it is unclear to what type of
construction it would originally have belonged.

Fragment of a wall block of white limestone (W. 0.42 m, h. 0.22 m, th. 0.34 m), preserving 4 lines and the upper
edge of a 5th line from the top and left edge of a column of text. Traces of (red) paint remain in the lettering.
The stone is broken away on the right and below; part of the original upper surface is preserved. The surface
of the stone is damaged and shows pitting and abrasion from a coarse claw chisel.

Letter height 0.02 m; line interval 0.01 m.

Associated context: 9204.

6 The translation takes note of and borrows some of its phrasing from the English translation of the
Nemrud Dag; text in Sanders 1996, 213-17.



Fig. 5. WS 91: fragment of a sacred law of Antiochus I of Commagene.
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Critical notes

The restored text to the right of the surviving letters is drawn from the parallel document from Selik-
Samosata, Sz 8-14.

The reconstruction of the last line of the text presents difficulties. The current restoration of the
corresponding clause in Sz 13-14 (taig | [8¢ Blepaneiaig t@d[v Aertovpyidv 1e kai] t@v cvvédov v |
[rpo]oxaptepe[itwoav]) does not fit the letter traces in 1.5 of WS 91 and is, in any case, unacceptable for
other reasons. The lacuna in the middle of Sz 13 may have been as long as 20-22 letters and is followed on the
stone by traces of an epsilon or sigma which exclude the restoration of [xai] before t@v cuvédwv; t@[v
Aertovpyidv] in dependence on taig [8& B]epaneiong also seems redundant. The letter traces on WS 91
suggest, instead, that we may have two sets of dative nouns and dependent genitives. If we restore t[®v
Bvc1dv], which is paired with odvodot in other texts,” at the end of 1.4, the letter traces at the beginning of
line 5 could be reconstructed as [x]ai followed by a dative plural article and a noun of ¢.9 letters beginning
with alpha, delta or lambda on which 1oV cuvédev would depend. But this is far from secure.

Translation

[The priest (responsible for this) is to perform the sacrifices and burnt offerings, dressed entirely in Persian
clothing and] taking portions for himself [in accordance with] the same [law, and] distributing [the remainder
of the offerings to those in] attendance for their unlimited [enjoyment, and] the sacred slaves [consecrated by
me] and their [children and descendants are to be set free from the burden] of all other [responsibilities, and
they are to apply themselves to the attendance of the sacrifices(?) and the — of the festival gatherings.]

Discussion of the two inscriptions

nning of a longer document; the last line on the stele breaks off in
sris camsoes aase vvassee < o~ cOMpleted from the parallel section of the cult inscription from

Nemrud Dag1 (N 67-88). The continuation of the Nemrud Dag1 text describes the establishment
of annual festivals to mark the king’s birthday (16 Audnaiou) and accession day (10 Loiou) to be

7 Cf. N 202-203; A 69-70, 172.
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celebrated by the population of Commagene at local temenos sites and of monthly observances
of the 16th and 10th days by the priests of the cult (N 89-104). To ensure the continuance of the
cult, a sacred law (1epog vopog) concerning its observance has been inscribed on inviolable stelai
(N 105-122). The text of the sacred law then follows (N 123-237). Since the parallel text to WS
91, Sz from Selik-Samosata, contains a section of this sacred law,?it seems likely that the
fragment of text preserved on WS 91 is part of the continuation of WS 510. There will have been
a gap of ¢.40-45 lines between the last line of WS 510, which breaks at a point corresponding to
N 83, and the beginning of a new column in WS 91 (corresponding approximately to N 161) —
perhaps the length of a column of text on the same surface on which WS 91 was inscribed.” A
further column of text will have completed the document.

It is striking that WS 91 (BEd) was inscribed on a wall block rather than another basalt
stele. Both the parallel texts from Samosata (Sx and Sz) were inscribed on stelai.l® An
explanation for the discrepancy is suggested by the presence of 3 lines of a partially erased text
below the last fully legible line of WS 510. These lines match the conclusion of an inscription on
a fragment of a relief stele from Adiyaman (AD), which itself matches and provides a
restoration for the missing conclusion of the Sofraz Koy text published by Wagner and Petzl
(SO). The erased text on WS 510 can be traced back for at least 20 lines on the left and right
edges of the stele and seems to match the Sofraz Koy text closely over these lines. This
correlation confirms, in turn, the restoration of the closing formula of the Sofraz Koy text from
the Adiyaman stele. The underlying inscription on WS 510, if it duplicated the whole of the
Sofraz Koy text, would have consisted of ¢.45 lines, the first 2 or 3 of which would have been cut
on the lost upper part of the stele. WS 510 was originally intended for a complete text, and
when it was re-inscribed with the beginning of a much longer document, the continuation had to
be carried over on to other available surfaces; in the case of the temenos at Zeugma, this
evidently meant a wall rather than a series of further basalt stelai.

Decipherment of the erased document is so far incomplete, but sufficient progress has been
made to indicate its outlines; further improvements in reading may be expected, and the text
presented below of the last 20 lines to the bottom of the stele should be regarded as pre-
liminary:

c. 20 lines of sporadic letter traces
[[’Ecv 8¢ xai ot viol pov xad ot €yyovor avtdv ol v Bacideiov]]
[[8radexdpevor &ymory thv Euunvov pov yevéBhiov éxkondexdmv,]]
[[onoimg 8¢ xai év tolg Aowmoig iepoig dnacty Toig Kot Ty &unv]]
[[BlaoiA]ei[ov] drata[ov]ton [dyecBar v adthy npépav xabag xai ]]
[[éx] t@v éudv [xpdvav Hyeto, edpeveic eimoay avtoig ol Beot koi The]]-
[[wg] av10ig o[uvtuyyavétwoav- “Ocot 8’ Gv 1@v Paciiéav 7 dv]]-
[[v]qq;&w M [otpamydv fj éBvapxdv § dAkor Tiveg nopayévovial]]

5 [let]g to[d]1[o0 10 tepdv kot BovAwvton émBdev kai onevdonoieic]]-
[[B]at éni [1dv Boudv tdv kaBidpupévay év 1oVt Td 1epd, Opoi]]-
[[w]s 8¢ xai i [énfi eixdvt xoBi8pupévn obv taic tdv Bedv £1]]-

[[x]oo[rv, ko]t [tavta 8¢ ke év toig dAAoig Toig év T Baoiretlq iepoig,]]

8  The formulation of Sz is closer to the iepog vopog from Arsameia-on-the-Nymphaios (A 95-256) than
the Nemrud Dag; version. Sz 11. 14-47 correspond to A 151-96; the first 14 lines of Sz relate to the ritual
for the celebration of Antiochus’ accession day which is not separately specified in N and A.

9 The average line length of WS 91 is almost twice as great as the corresponding section of N.

10 Tthle parallel text to WS 510 from Doliche (D), however, is inscribed on a limestone block rather than a
stele.
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L[€]v oig xa[B{8puvtan xai o éuod eixdveg ovv TG tdv Bedv])

10 [[ei]xdorv, cuvab[Eovory adtoig 1dv te Bedv kai Tag éuoc]]
[[tlewag [xai t]ov [npénovia cefaopov anopepi]Co[v]ow [ed]]-
[[n]eveis ei[n]oalv ot Beol xai map’ Ghov adtoic tov xpdvov]]
[[ra] nafpa] to[btwv drovtdcbo dyaBd: of & &v nopayevoue]]-
[[vou eig 10910 10 1epdv, dpoing 88 kol eig té Aond iepe év]]

15 [1o[ig tfi¢] Ba[orAelog tomorg, év oig ovvk]aBidpuvi[an]]
[0l Befoig kol ai éuoi eikdveg, un tov n]p[é]movta oePloo]]-
[rov anfo]ulepicwory, GAL €k 1@V évavtiov BAdyw]siv]
[l Moulhlvlolvon 16 tepd (/] tég &nog [eixov]ag, cvpBali]]-
[vot afvt]o[ig ta] év[a]vtio tobt[w]v xai yiv[eJoBot ad]-

20 [roig & toig coePodon mepi to[b]g Beovg yiveran].

Critical notes

Restorations are based on SO 19-32 for 11 1-13 and AD 4-10 for 1. 14-20. I have supplied év in 1.14 although
it is omitted at the corresponding point in AD (5-6) where Waldmann, following Keil’s ed. pr., reads and
restores &ig 1o Aowna iel[p]a tolg tfig Pacireiag ténorg. Before tdv éudv xpévav in 1. 1-2 I have restored
éx instead of the npo favoured by the editors of SO; another possibility would be ént; cf. SEG 31, 1380.

Translation

If my sons and their descendants who succeed to the kingdom observe my monthly birthday on the sixteenth
day, and likewise give instructions for the same day to be observed also in all the other sanctuaries in my
kingdom, just as it was observed before my own times, may the gods be well disposed towards them and deal
with them graciously. Whoever of the kings or dynasts or generals or ethnarchs or any others comes into this
sanctuary and wishes to make burnt offerings of incense and libations on the altars established in this
sanctuary, and likewise to the image of me that has been established together with the images of the gods, and
in the same way in the other sanctuaries in the kingdom, in which my images have been established together
with the images of the god, and will join with them in increasing the honours of the gods and of myself and
offer the appropriate reverence, may the gods be well disposed towards them and may they experience for all
time the good things that come from them (the gods). Whoever, on the other hand, comes into this sanctuary,
and similarly into the other sanctuaries in the territories of my kingdom in which images of myself have been
established alongside the gods, and does not offer the appropriate reverence, but on the contrary damages or
insults the sanctuaries or the images of me, may they experience the opposite of this and may there befall them
what befalls those who act impiously towards the gods.

The parallel text from Sofraz Koy which the erased inscription on WS 510 appears to
duplicate belongs to an early phase of the reign of Antiochus of Commagene and the develop-
ment of his ruler-cult, as its editors established in an important discussion (Wagner and Petz]
1976, 206-11). The overlying text on WS 510, in contrast, belongs to an advanced stage of
Antiochus’ reign, when the king, in his own words, had ‘obtained the fulfilment of a long life’
(WS 510/BEc 14: Biov paxopictag moAvetodg éninpabnv). The vicissitudes of WS 510 match
closely Antiochus’ own description of a temenos-to Zeus Oromasdes, Apollo Mithras Helios
Hermes and Artagnes Herakles Ares, established at the beginning of his reign and later
elaborated, as his own good fortune advanced, with depictions of scenes of the king ‘receiving
the benevolent greetings of the gods’ (WS 510/BEc 20-21: Sexduevov Bedv evpeveig 6ekidg); for
the relief sculpture of Antiochus and Apollo on the other face of the stele appears to have been

' __ption since its cutting removed letters from the latter’s left and

. 5 - . _ - . ... s unaffected and appears to be contemporary with the dexiosis
scene, forming part of a single conception, in the same way as the inscription and relief on the
parallel stele from Samosata, Sx. It is remarkable that this conception embraced both the
syncretistic title Apollo Mithras Helios Hermes and an entirely Greek iconographical
representation of Apollo as a naked solar deity. In contrast, the relief depictions of dexioseis of
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Fig. 6. WS 510: relief stele with dexiosis scene of Antiochus I of Commagene and Apollo Helios.
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Antiochus and Apollo at Arsameia-on-the-Nymphaios and Nemrud Dag1 show Apollo dressed
in Persian mode as Mithras.

The location of the sanctuary to which WS 510 and WS 91 belonged is an interesting, and
unresolved, problem. The relatively full preservation of WS 510 and its discovery in a public
area of the city close to a major building of the late Hellenistic or early Roman period initially
suggested that the temenos might be located in the same area. Subsequent clarification of the
archaeological context now suggests that this association is likely to be fortuitous. The layers
of fill in which WS 510 was found share the same Augustan date as the public building and
therefore postdate the Commagenian period.!! WS 91 was found ¢.300 m away from WS 510 and
is also clearly removed from its original context. The fragments of the relief stele of Antiochus
and Herakles (BEa and BEb), in contrast, were found on the upper slopes of Belkis Tepe; from
their size they are more likely to have descended than to have made the journey up the slopes
from the town below. The temenos site is accordingly most likely to have been located on the
summit of Belkis Tepe. Clarification of this question can be expected from renewed investiga-
tion of the archaeological remains on the plateau.

Centre for the Study of Ancient Documents, Oxford
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The bronze statue of Mars: interim report
Roberto Nardi and Mehmet Onal

In the course of the 1999-2000 excavations there was found a bronze sculpture of Mars which
is undoubtedly one of the most spectacular individual discoveries at the site. Some preliminary
information will be given here about its discovery and about the conservation procedures aimed
at presenting it for public viewing at the end of 2002.

Discovery of the statue (M. Onal)

Rescue excavations on the site of ancient Zeugma near the modern village of Belkis, in the
Nizip district of Gaziantep, were begun by the Gaziantep Museum in 1992 because of the
construction of the Birecik dam, which would cause much of the ancient site to be inundated by
the Birecik Dam Lake starting in the year 2000. Part of the ancient site has now been
submerged. In the work since 1992 the excavations have recorded more than 100,000 finds. The
residential part of the town was built on terraces facing the river Euphrates. The villas had
picturesque views across the river and their interiors were embellished with fine floor mosaics,
wall-paintings, and numerous statues and statuettes.

The rescue excavations in area A in 1999-2000, an area that would be submerged by the dam,
were supervised by the present writer. Two villas in this area have been brought to light and
they are known as the Poseidon and Euphrates villas (fig. 1; see also fig. 43 on p. 51 above). One
of the most spectacular statues found to date was recovered in May 2000 during excavations
conducted by archaeologist Y. Yavas in sector B4 of the Poseidon villa.

The original excavation area was extended to the west in order to expose the entire building.
This resulted in the uncovering of the peristyle and of two rooms, the ‘Perseus room’ (B2) and
the ‘Bald ibis’ room (B3), each named after the subject-matter of their mosaics. The excavation
of the peristyle of the villa yielded a number of composite capitals, numerous column shafts
(one type has twisted flutes, the other has vertical strips in relief), the base of a fountain, and
a cistern. At the north corner of the peristyle (fig. 2, B6) we unearthed a barrel-vaulted cham-
ber which opens onto the peristyle at the same level. Its south wall was built of mudbrick,
while its north wall was built of roughly finished cut stones. The floor of the chamber was of
compacted earth. Excavation of the chamber produced a total of 5 wide-mouthed pithoi, a two-
handled amphora, a stone mortar, pottery and oil lamps, all within a layer of burned débris.

Excavation in the front part of the chamber Bé6 first revealed the right hand of a statue
beneath broken roof-tiles and burnt mudbrick débris. The statue was carefully exposed and
found to be lying on its back between the pithoi (fig. 3 in colour). The left arm of the statue was
found separated from its shoulder, evidently the result of the pressure of débris that had fallen
from a height of 2 m. There was a slight indentation stretching from the right breast to the
groin of the figure, and there was other evidence of some crushing of the statue as the result of
its falling and of the burning. Broken into four pieces were the flowers with twisted stalks
which the figure had held in his left hand (fig. 4). The rectangular bronze pedestal on which
the statue had stood, and which was found by the statue’s feet, was also broken and bent and
deformed by the fire.

We also found the support for the statue. The figure’s left arm had held on to this pole for
support. The pole was found detached from the circular plate on which it had stood, the plate
’ T -~ -+~ " Yy three feet in the form of panther paws. Only two feet of this

third being missing. The panther feet were each elevated on

small bell-shaped bases, of which only one has been recovered.

This statue of a nude male figure is made of bronze. It is 1.50 m in height, the metal is 2-4
mm thick, and its interior is hollow. The head is slightly bent and turned to the figure’s left.



70 Roberto Nardi and Mehmet Onal

Fig. 4. Statue of Mars as found, lying between pithoi (ceramic storage jars) in a subsidiary room of the
villa (M. Onal, 2000).

Beneath the helmet which frames the face and the forehead his curly thick hair falls on his
neck. The frowning eyebrows and serious expression on his face, with its broad forehead, reveal
a marked plasticity of form. At the time of the excavation the structure of the eye could not be
seen because of the earth residue adhering. However, the attentive cleaning of the team frqrn
the Centro di Conservazione Archeologica of Rome under the direction of R. Nardi, with
funding from the Packard Humanities Institute, revealed that the white color of the eye was
made of silver and that there was a golden inlay in the form of a circle on the pupil.

The figure’s right arm is bent at the elbow and raised up, with the palm Positioned so as to
hold an object which is now missing (possibly it was a spear). The left leg is bent at the knee

and slightly raised so as to transfer the weight of the body on to the right leg. The figure stood
on a bronze pedestal 10 cm in height.

On the left side is the solid shaft of the support which is ornamented with flutes. The left
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Fig. 5. From top to bottom: pole support of candelabrum, circular disk, three panther feet, base in the
shape of a bell (M. Onal).

arm of the statue embraced the support and held a bouquet of flowers comprising scrolling
tendrils and buds. The components of the support have been reconstructed. At the bottom there
were bell-shaped bases which supported the three panther feet. The panthers in turn
supported a circular disk on which the slender but solid vertical shaft stood (fig. 5). Following
conservation and cleaning of the circular plate the floral ornament on it has become visible (see
below, fig. 9). The support as a whole resembles a candelabrum, of which indeed other
““““““ Tnn bavn hoan £and i the Zeugma excavations.! Even though in our case the vertical

w12y as e support for the pose and for the figure to grasp on to, this does not
exclude the notion that 1t was also.a candelabrum.

1 See Zeugma, a bridge from past to present (Ankara 2001) 43.
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Identification of the statue as Mars, the Roman god of war, is based upon the helmet that he
is wearing, his pose, the object likely to have been a spear that was held by his right hand,
and the furious expression on his face, which gives the impression that he is ready to tight.
The bouquet of flowers held in his left hand symbolizes fertility, which was one of Mars’
attributes. The first month of the year bore his name and was dedicated to him. March was
also often the time of war. During his festival in that month he shared the attributes of earth
and fertility, alluding to the struggle for the birth of the new.2

We may note that other discoveries in the Poseidon villa include graffiti on the wall
plaster that bear Latin names, the tips of spears, swords, other items of armour, and more than
4000 coins. The predominance of military items in this house strongly suggests that it was the
residence of a commanding officer. The statue of Mars was perhaps hidden in the vaulted
structure among pithoi and other kitchen utensils used in the preparation of food in the hope of
saving it from destruction. At present we suppose that the event in question may have been the
Sassanid attack of A.D. 256.

monalbz@yahoo.com Museum directorate, 27090, Gaziantep
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Conservation and restoration of the statue (R. Nardi)

The statue the discovery of which has been described above immediately captured the
interest of scholars and laymen alike because it is one of the rare examples of nearly life-size
Roman bronze statues to survive virtually intact. After discovery it was immediately
transported to storage in the nearby museum. In March 2001 the statue received conservation
treatment thanks to funding from the Packard Humanities Institute. The treatment is now in its
final stages and due to be finished in December 2002. The approach has been to stabilize and
consolidate the constituent materials and improve the reading of the surfaces, with a view to
presenting the work to scholars and to the general public.

After surveying the condition of the surfaces and studying the static equilibrium of the
various component parts in relation to the breaks, the phases of the conservation treatment
were planned. Photographic documentation and a graphic survey of the surfaces allowed us to
record the current condition of the objects and to make further observations. These base maps
were also used throughout the treatment to record the operations performed.

Metal objects in general and bronze objects in particular run the greatest risk of damage
dgrmg environmental exposure immediately following excavation and during initial storage
prior to any conservation treatment. After centuries of burial, the materials tend to revert to
their original mineral state and they lose their characteristics of mechanical resistance to
external stress; due to aging they acquire a natural fragility. Added to this in the present case
is the damage which the statue suffered in antiquity at the time of destruction of the house.
There has also been the disturbance of the microclimatic equilibrium achieved over millennia
in the burial context, in which the object had been sheltered from fluctuations in temperature
and humidity. Further damage will often come from the effloresence of soluble salts, and from
the handling and transport of the object.

The sculpture had separated completely from its base and it exhibited various deformations
and structural compression that had caused the loss of static equilibrium. There were various

2 P. Grimal, Mythology dictionary, Greek and Roman (Turkish translation, Istanbul 1997) 47.
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Fig. 6. The cleaning was carried out on a ready-made support consisting of an iron structure with telescope-
pods ending in flexible, rubber-covered heads, which allow the statue to be held avoiding stress to fragile or
damaged parts (CCA Roma).

breaks on the entire vertical extension of the back and on the protruding parts. In fact, both the
arms, which were only partially connected to the trunk, were in danger of falling off. There
was also the danger that the existing breaks might be made worse by the weight of the
elements themselves. Lastly, the entire surface of the statue had been altered by thick and
tenacious surface deposits which obscured the legibility of the forms and the original surface
finish.

The primary objective was to take preventive measures that would contain mechanical,
physical and chemical stress on the metal surfaces while conservation work was proceeding.
First, however, we had to organize a working environment that would be suitable from both a
conservation and an operational standpoint, to act as a laboratory for treatment and a safe
storage space. The underground storage area of the Gaziantep museum, which had stable
temperature readings and relative humidity values fluctuating between 40% and 50%, proved
suitable, and the room was outfitted with an autonomous alarm system with a direct line to the
local police.

sculpture and for the other large object found, the presumed
candelabrum. Lhe supports were specially designed to support the unstable parts and distribute
the weight in an efficient manner, thereby facilitating the long process of cleaning <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>