
CUNEIFORM TEXTS

FROM BABYLONIAN TABLETS





CUNEIFORM TEXTS

FROM

BABYLONIAN TABLETS

IN THE

BRITISH MUSEUM

PART 52

OLD BABYLONIAN LETTERS

BY

C. B. F. WALKER

PUBLISHED

FOR THE TRUSTEES OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM

BY BRITISH MUSEUM PUBLICATIONS LIMITED



© 1976 The Trustees of the British Museum
ISBN 0 7141 1091 4

Published by British Museum Publications Ltd.
6 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3RA

Set in Times Roman by Pindar Print, Scarborough

and printed in Great Britain by The Scolar Press Limited, Ilkley



FOREWORD

The present volume offers 186 Old-Babylonian letters selected
and copied by Mr C. B. F. Walker. It will certainly add in no
small measure to the information on history, social circum-
stances, and grammar already gained from the vast corpus of
letters of the classic age of Babylonia.

In the preparation of his work, Mr Walker has enjoyed the
co-operation of many colleagues, to whom he expresses his
gratitude in his preface, and I should like to thank them also,
personally and on behalf of the Department.

The drawings of the seal impressions have been made by
another member of the Department, Miss Ann Searight.

E. SOLLBERGER,
Keeper.

Department of Western Asiatic Antiquities,
The British Museum.

March, 1976.





PREFACE

The letters here published come from the Old Babylonian city
of Sippar and its vicinity. The tablets registered in the collec-
tions 82-5-22 and AH 82-9-18 were found in Rassam's excava-
tions on behalf of the Trustees at Abu Habbah; the Bu. 88-5-12
collection was mostly purchased by Budge in Baghdad and
Hillah and the larger part of the collection was presumed to
have come from Abu Habbah. The collections Bu. 91-5-9, 92-
5-16 and 94-1-15 were said to have come from the archive
chambers found at Tell ed Der, as was the collection 92-7-9
(not represented here). Numerous other tablets from the great
find at Tell ed Der subsequently entered the British Museum's
collections as part of miscellaneous groups of tablets acquired
by purchase; their provenance can only be determined from
internal evidence. No. 8 here is included on the presumption
that its author is the same as the author of no. 96 and CT 43,
nos. 51 and 54; no. 170 is included as possibly belonging to the
same archive as no. 171.

The Old Babylonian tablets in the Bu. 88-5-12 and Bu. 91-5-
9 collections were catalogued by the late J. J. Finkelstein as part
of the Department's planned Catalogue of Tablets from Sippar,
and his manuscript was used in the selection of material for this
volume. A number of letters from other Sippar collections were
identified by A. K. Grayson in the course of his work on the
same project. The present volume completes the publication of
all the Old Babylonian letters identified to date in the earlier
Sippar collections (before 1892) apart from a small number of
very broken or nearly illegible letters.

The preparation of this volume was planned in co-operation
with the Old Babylonian letters project of the University of
Leiden under the direction of F. R. Kraus, and a companion
volume by him, Altbabylonische Briefe 7, containing
transliterations and translations of all the letters here copied,
will appear shortly. Almost all of these letters were collated by
Professor Kraus, and his suggestions and the opportunity to col-
late all the copies against his transliterations resulted in
innumerable improvements. A. Shaffer also assisted with
numerous collations of difficult and broken passages. It is a
pleasure to thank both of them for their fruitful co-operation.

Drawings of the seal impressions accompany the copies. The
opportunity has been taken to include (on pi. 61) the seal
impressions on all previously published Old Babylonian letters
in the Museum's collection, except for BM 16548 (already
copied in CT 43, p. 19) and BM 80441 A (the envelope of BM
80440 (CT 6, pl.39) the seal on which is the same as that on
no.156 here). The seal impressions are all enlarged 4:3.

The tablets have been arranged in alphabetical order by the
name of the addressee where given (nos. 1-76), or by the name



of the sender (nos. 77-133), except for no.134 (joined after the
plates had been substantially completed) and no.91 (the affinity
of which to CT 44, 50 was only lately noticed). It is hoped that
this arrangement may assist in the eventual reconstruction of
the original archives. The addresses of nos. 135-151 are illeg-
ible or broken away.

Nos. 152-186 have no address. Of these nos.154-186 are of
the shape recently equated by Finkelstein (YOS 9, pp.2-6) with
the Old Babylonian term ze'pum; nos. 79, 89, 94, 97, 102,109,
132, 133 and 138 are also of the same type. Nos. 154-164 may
be part of a single archive. Nos. 154-5 and 167 are rectangular
rather than 'round', and no. 185 is much thicker than the others,
perhaps being an early example of the type. The term ze'pum is
used in nos. 89, 94, 132, 169, 170, 176 and 180. In addition to
the characteristics of the ze 'pum observed by Finkelstein, it may
be noted that letters of this type are not ruled except at the end
of the text or at the end of the Reverse where the text continues
on the left edge.

The copies are the same size as the original tablets except in
the case of no. 145 which is enlarged 4:3.



CATALOGUE

To

Abba-DINGIR [...]
Abum-waqar
Adi-ilum
Adi-ilum
Ahassunu
Ahi[...]
Ahum[...]
Akatiya
Akiya
Amat-beltim
Amat-Samas
Amat-Samas
Amat-Samas
Amat-Samas
Amat-Samas
Amat-Samas
Amat-Samas
Apil-Amurrum
Ata
Awil-Adad
(envelope)
Belesunu
Belesunu
Erib-Sin
Eristaya
Eristi-Samas
Eristum
Eristum
Etel-pum
Hunabatum and

Mattaki
Ibbi-Sin
Ibni-Marduk
Ibni-Sin
Isme-Adad
(envelope)
Itlb/Litib-libbas'u
Lamassaniya
Lamassi
Lipit-Adad
Lipit-Adad
Lipit-Adad
Lipit-Adad
Lipit-Adad

Lipit-Adad
Mar-Sippar
Mar-Samas
Marat-[...]tim
Marduk-musallim,

Nuratum,

From
Samsu-iluna
Aksak-iddinam
Ris-Subula
Sin-abusu
Samhum
Huru[...]
Nur-ilisu
Inibsina
Nanna-mansum
Sin-iddinam
Bels'unu
Lu-Dingir.mah
Lu-Dingir.mah
Lu-Dingir.mah
Lu-Dingir.mah
Lu-Dingir.mah
Ubarrum
Sin-igmeanni
Iltanatum
Marat-ele

Addatum
Kubbutum
Etel-pi-Sin
Selepum
Nur-Adad
Abi-asata
Hasibani
Nisi-inisu
Ur-Menum

Atta
Nisi-inisu
Ammi-saduqa
RiS-bel-binim

Ammi-ditana
Samas-magir
Ipiq-Ningal
Elmesum
Marduk-musallim
Marduk-musallim
Marduk-musallim
Samas-bani and the

judges
.... ]

Samas-nasir
Nuiratum
Ibbatum
Abi-esuh

Abum-waqar, the karum
and judges of Sippar

No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32
33

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

42
43
44
45
46

BM
80696
80917
80373
80374
82060
80574
80424
82567
80324
80780
82190
80664
80587
80316
81528
80400
81043
78414
80431
82363
82364
80423
80263
80702
82253
81546
80600
80980
81752
81526

78403
81661
80524
82067
82067A
72527
80771
67210
80447
80308
80417
81616
81358

81031
80770
80257
81486
22637+

80779

Plate
1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
6
6
6
7
7

8
8
9
9
9
9

10
10
10

10
11
11
11

11
12
12
12
13
13
13
13

14
14
14
15
15



No. BM To
47 72754 Marduk-musallim,

Marduk-lamassasu
and Sin-bel-aplim

64287
67306
67346
80341

52 82199
82199A

53 80347
54 80916
55 81612
56 80353
57 81269
58 80870
59 80821
60 80256
61 81253
62 78721
63 80520
64 80694
65 80446
66 80454
67 81134
68 80901
69 80775
70 81404
71 80399
72 80601
73 80691
74 80383
75 80796
76 80676
77 81006
78 80414
79 80965
80 80268
81 80464
82 13325+

81460
83 80402B+

80940
84 80381

85 80471
86 78307
87 80843
88 78330

89 78574
90 81412
91 80376
92 80439
93 80456
94 80958
95 81029
96 81429+

81436
97 81007
98 80279
99 81052

Marduk-nasir and
the judges of Sippar

Marduk-nisu
(envelope)
Mattaki
Mattaki
Mattaki
Mattaki
Nabium-iddinam
Nanna-indu
Nidnat-Sin
Nisi-inisu
Nur-dSAG.KUD
Ris-Subula
[Ru]ttum
Ruttum
Sin-aham-iddinam
Sin-iatum
Sin-iqiam
Sin-remeni
Samas-asared
Samuhtum
Si-lamassi
Sumum-libsi
Ubar-ramu
Urrani-du
Utul-Mami
Warad-Sin
[...]-Sin
[.....]
ana awilim
ana ahiya
ana beliya
ana awilim

ana abiya

ana sapiriya

ana abiya
ana awilim
[ ..... ]
ana belini

ana awilim
[ana awilim]
[Lip]izza
ana awilim
ana awilim
[.....]
ana abini
[...]tiya

ana ahiya
ana ahiya
[.....]

From P
Ammi-saduqa

Ammisaduqa
Ammisaduqa
Ammisaduqa
Sin-musallim

Belesunu

Ahusina
Kurum
Kurum
Summa-libbi-ersetim
Utu-su-mundib
Adad-sarrum
Marduk-lamassasu
Ibnatum
Etellum
Belesunu
Astabalitum-ummi
Astabalitum-ummi
[...]ani
Sin-iddinam
Marduk-lamassasu
Ahiusina
Awil-Adad
Warad-Ibari
Ir-Nanna
Ina-palisu
Iabruq-abi
Ikun-pi-Sin
Beltani
Ibbi-Adad
Aksak-mansum
Ali-talimi
Awil-Sin
Belesunu
Belesunu
Beli-tukulti

Beli-tukulti

Belsunu, Ipqatum,
Marduk-nasir and
Etel-pi-Marduk

Etel-pi-Marduk
Etel-pi-Nabium
Ibni-Adad
Ibni-Sin and the judges of

Sippar
Iddin-Istar
Ili-iqisam
Ili-naplisam
Ilsu-bani
Ilsu-bani
Iltani
Imgur-Sin and Samas-[...]
Inibsina

Iskur-mansum
Iskur-mansum
Isme-Sin

48
49
50
51

'late
15

16
16
16
17

17

18
18
18
19
19
19
20
20
20
21
21
21
22
22
22
23
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27

28

28

28
29
29
30

30
30
31
31
32
32
33
33

33
34
34



To
ana abbi X-ti-ia
[.....]
ana awilim
ana wakil tamkari
ana awilim

105 80557 ana awilim
106 80442 ana abiya
107 80412 x xx x
108 81036 ana wakil tamkari
109 80934 ana beliya v
110 80250 ana sangi Samas
111 78364 [.....]
112 80401 [...] tum
113 80852 ana awilim
114 78310 ana awile
115 80649 [.....]
116 80253 ana wakil habbati
117 80466 ana abiya
118 80380 ana abiya
119 78616 ana awilim
120 80856 . .. -Sin
121 80360 ana wakil tamkarim
122 80590+ ana awilim

81492
123 80851 ana beliya
124 80752 ana wakil Amurrim
125 81060+ ana beliya

87323
126 80704 [.....]
127 80592 x x x x
128 80849 [.....]
129 80537 [.....]
130 80445 ana beltiya
131 80494 [.....] and [.....]
132 78576 ana abiya
133 80743 ana abiya
134 16787+ ana abiya

81420
135 54319 Address lost
136 54263
137 55054
138 78402
139 78581
140 78648
141 80391
142 80444
143 80608
144 80665
145 80782
146 80402A
147 80974
148 81028
149 81187
150 81527
151 82532
152 80534 Not addressed
153 (cancelled)
154 80850 Not addressed
155 80577
156 82365

82366(+) Envelope sealed by
82367 RIs-Marduk

From
KA-Aya
Kurum
La-bistum
[Lamas]sasu
Mannum-balus'su and

Susinak-semi
Marduk-lamassasu
Marduk-musallim
Marduk-nasir
Marduk-[...]
Nakkartum
Nidnat-Sin
Samsu-il[una]
Sin-hazir
Sin-musallim
Sin-nadin-sumi
Sin-erib[am]
Sin-nadin-sumim
Sin-semi
Sallurum
Samas-andulli
Samas-musezib
Samas-nasir
Samas-rabi

Samas- . . .
Sarrum-bani
Siktum

Sim[...]
Sinduh
Taribatum
Tarisa
Tutub-magir
Ugarum
Warad-Kubi
x-ra-KUM
Amat-beltim

No. BM
100 78404
101 80409
102 80889
103 80502
104 80320

Plate
34
35
35
35
36

36
36
37
37
37
38
38
39
39
39
40
40
40
41
41
41
42
42

42
43
43

44
44
44
45
45
46
46
46
47

47
47
48
48
48
48
49
49
49
50
50
50
50
51
51
51
51
52

52
53
53
53



No. BM
157 81204
158 81119
159 81489
160 80913
161 81038
162 80674
163 80931
164 81045
165 81428
166 78567
167 78365
168 80921
169 81120
170 82604
171 80853
172 81041
173 80972
174 78543
175 80658
176 80800
177 80835
178 80846
179 80960
180 80985
181 81020
182 81076
183 81099
184 81192
185 81299
186 82388

82389

187 16811A
188 16845A
189 29655A
190 93018A
191 97815A
192 97817A
193 108404
194 108962A
195 114392A

To
Not addressed

,,
,,

,,
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,

,,

,,

,,

,,

,,

,,
,,

,,

,,

55

5

,,

,,

Envelope sealed by
Adad-bani

Seal impression

From Plate
53
54
54
54
54
55
55
55
55
56
56
56
56
57
57
57
57
58
58
58
58
59
59
59
59
59
60
60
60
60
60

61
61
61
61
61
61
61
61
61
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BM Collection
13325 96-3-28, 416
16787 92-5-16, 323
16811A ,347A
16845A ,381A
22637 94-1-15,439
29655A 98-11-15, 41A
54263 82-5-22, 415
54319 ,471
55054 ,1385
64287 AH 82-9-18,4263
67210 ,7206
67306 ,7302
67346 ,7342
72527 ,12533
72754 , 12762
78307 Bu 88-5-12, 173
78310 ,178
78330 ,202
78364 ,251
78365 ,253
78402 ,301
78403 ,303
78404 ,304
78414 ,315
78543 ,451
78567 ,477
78574 , 484
78576 ,486
78581 ,492
78616 ,527
78648 , 559
78721 ,633
80250 Bu 91-5-9, 384
80253 ,388
80256 , 391
80257 ,392
80263 ,398
80268 ,404
80279 ,415
80308 ,444
80316 ,453
80320 ,457
80324 ,461
80341 ,479
80347 ,485
80353 ,491
80360 ,498
80373 ,512

CT 52
82

134
187
188

46
189
136
135
137
48
36
49
50
34
47
86

114
88

111
167
138

30
100

18
174
166

89
132
139
119
140

62
110
116
60
44
22
80
98
38
14

104
9

51
53
56

121
3

BM
80374
80376
80380
80381
80383
80391
80399
80400
80401
80402A
80402B
80409
80412
80414
80417
80423
80424
80431
80439
80442
80444
80445
80446
80447
80454
80456
80464
80466
80471
80494
80502
80520
80524
80534
80537
80557
80574
80577
80587
80590
80592
80600
80601
80608
80649
80658
80664
80665

Collection
Bu 91-5-9, 513

,515
,519
,520
,522
,530
,538
,539
,540
,541A
,541B
,548
,551
,553
,556
,562
,563
,570
,578
,580
,582A
,582B
,583
,584
,591
,593
,601
,603
,609
,632
,640
,658
,662
,672
,675
,695
,713
,716
,726
,728B
,730
,738
,739
,746
,787
,796
,802
,803

CT 52
4

91
118

84
74

141
71
16

112
146

83
101
107

78
39
21
7

19
92

106
142
130
65
37
66
93
81

117
85

131
103

63
32

152
129
105

6
155

13
122
127

26
72

143
115
175

12
144



Collection
Bu 91-5-9, 812

,814
,829
,832
,834
,840
,842
,881
,890
,908
,909
,913
,917
,918
,920
,934
,939
,960
,974
,982
,985
,988
,989
, 990
,991
,992
,995
, 1009
,1029
,1041
,1052
,1055
,1056
,1059A
,1069
,1072
,1077
,1096
,1098
,1103
, 1110
,1112
,1118
,1123
,1144
,1145
,1158
,1166
,1167
,1169
,1174
,1176
,1179
,1181
,1183
, 1190
, 1198
, 1213

CT 52
162

76
73
64

1
23

126
133
124

43
35
69
46
10

145
75

176
59

177
87

178
128
154
123
113
171
120
58

102
68

160
54

2
168
163
109

83
94

179
79

173
147

27
180

77
97

181
148

95
42

108
161
172

17
164

99
125
182

BM Collection
81099 Bu 91-5-9, 1236
81119 ,1256
81120 ,1257
81134 ,1270
81187 ,1323
81192 , 1328
81204 , 1340
81253 ,1390
81269 ,1406
81299 ,1436
81358 ,1494
81404 , 1538
81412 ,1546
81420 ,1554
81428 ,1562
81429 ,1563
81436 ,1570
81460 , 1592
81486 ,1618
81489 ,1621
81492 ,1624
81526 ,1658
81527 ,1659
81528 ,1660
81546 ,1678
81612 ,1744
81616 ,1748
81661 , 1793
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82060 ,2197
82067 ,2204
82067A , 2204A
82190 ,2305
82199 ,2313
82199A ,2313A
82253 ,2356
82363 ,2420
82364 ,2420A
82365 ,2422
82366 ,2422A
82367 ,2422B
82388 ,2436
82389 ,2436A
82532 ,2538
82567 93-10-14, 19
82604 94-1-13, 5
87323 1900-10-13, 103
93018A Bu 91-5-9, 2508A
97815A1902-10-11, 869A
97817A ,871A
108404 1913-4-16, 3236
108962A 1914-4-7, 128A
114392A 1920-3-15, 3A

BM
80674
80676
80691
80694
80696
80702
80704
80743
80752
80770
80771
80775
80779
80780
80782
80796
80800
80821
80835
80843
80846
80849
80850
80851
80852
80853
80856
80870
80889
80901
80913
80916
80917
80921
80931
80934
80940
80958
80960
80965
80972
80974
80980
80985
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81007
81020
81028
81029
81031
81036
81038
81041
81043
81045

CT 52
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169
67
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61
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90

134
165
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150
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31
28
5
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11
52
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24
20
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156
156
186
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151

8
170
125
190
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192
193
194
195

81052
81060
81076
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