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The Power 

of Images
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Housekeeping

News Matters

Truman Award
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Extra Credit

Daniel Ellsburg
Pentagon Papers Leaker

A block of free tickets will be reserved for 

News Literacy students. 

To earn credit, students can write a paper 

about Ellsberg‟s talk. 

To double that credit, students can attend the 

talk AND watch “The Most Dangerous Man in 

America” and write about  both.

April 26, 8 p.m. SAC Aud

My Life As…

An Investigative Reporter

and Author: Scott Higham „82

Monday, May 2, 7:30 p.m., Javits
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Change Your Home Page

Test #2
In recitation, week after Spring Break

Short, Required Video

This week, you must go to Blackboard and watch

“TV News By The Numbers”

A 25-minute video/slideshow that accompanies this lecture

You will be tested on this material
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A Persuasive Letter
Due @ Your Last Recitation

The Power 

of Images
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Holocaust Survivors

Civil Rights Protest in Birmingham, Bill Hudson, 1963

Kent State University, John Filo, 1970
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The Space Shuttle Challenger Explodes, 1986

Tiananmen Square Standoff, Stuart Franklin, 1989

Abu Ghraib Prison, 2003
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Hurricane Katrina, 2005

The Obama Fist Bump, 2009
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The Ethics of Photojournalism

Graphic Photos Prompt Difficult Decisions

Some of the Following Images are Disturbing 

Warning: 
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Drowning Victim Edward Romera‟sFamily,  John Harte, 1986

American Soldier 

Mogadishu, Somalia

Paul Watson, 1993

Oklahoma City 

Fireman with Child,

Charles H. Porter IV, 1995
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Vietnamese Children Fleeing Napalm Strike, Nick Ut, 1972

Sudan, Kevin Carter, 1993

Kevin Carter commits suicide 15 months later
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A Bosnian Rape 

Victim‟s Suicide

1990s

Manipulation of Photos

Dead Soldiers, moved, at Gettysburg, Timothy O‟Sullivan, 

1863

It Did Not End in 1865
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Photo Manipulation 2.0, People Magazine

Photo Illustration

TV Guide

Caption Credit
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Look at Photos and 

Captions Carefully

• Check Photo Credits

• Check Photo Captions

• Note: File footage, photo archive

•Look for these words:

• “Photo enhancement”

• “Digital photo manipulation”

• “Photo composite / illustration”

Retouch.wmv
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1937 – The Voyage of the Hindenburg

Hindenburg.wmv

“It (the World Wide Web) is going to be important…but it's certainly not going to 

be like the first time somebody saw a television…It's not going to be that

profound.”

– Steve Jobs, Wired Magazine, February 1996

The Power of

Video

TV Makes You an Eyewitness to 

Important Events in Real Time



4/8/2011

16

Tvmontage.wmv

Events You “Witnessed”

Via TV

Radio vs. TV : The 1960 Kennedy – Nixon Debate

“The Medium Is The Message”

Nixondebate.wmv
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Same Scene: Still and Moving

• Tankman.wmv

Information That 

Connects Us Powerfully
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Basketball.wmv

Seeing is Believing

TV Verifies Powerfully
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HillaryBosnia.wmv

Is Seeing Believing?

The Power of Television

CIAbook.wmv

Can TV‟s Strength Be A Weakness?
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When is a Strength a Weakness?

cheerleader.wmv

How TV News Works: News Lives 

Inside an Entertainment Medium

• Scary Details; Loaded Words

• Dramatic Music

• Quick Cuts

• Sound Effects

• Flashy Graphics

Entertainment Techniques 

Cross Over Into News Reports
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quickedit.wmv

How TV News Works: News Lives 

Inside an Entertainment Medium

Presentation:

Tone, Weight Reflect

Interesting-to-Importance Scale

Entertainment Techniques Target Valuable Audience Share
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style.wmv

Important stories lacking good video

May be underplayed

TV‟s Limitations

Broadcast TV‟s Limitations: 
It is Linear and Time-Compressed
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•It is limited by time

• It may rely on personalities, emotions, 

opinions, not facts

• It can shortchange complex stories or 

avoid them altogether

Disadvantages of TV News

Cable TV‟s Strengths: Breaking News and 
Continuous Coverage

Cable TV‟s Strengths

Numero33.wmv
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Cable TV‟s Weaknesses

Balloonboy.wmv

An Explosion of Screens
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Watching Your Own Crash Landing 
As it is Happening

• It makes you a witness to important 

events in real time

• It can be a powerful tool for verification

• It gives you personal storytelling

• It creates a national experience

Advantages of TV News

Lessons for the TV News Consumer:

• Be active, not passive. 

• Supplement TV news with other 

forms.

• Understand TV‟s limitations; 

rely on its strengths.
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Don‟t Be a Sponge

25 minutes, Required and on Blackboard

“TV News By The Numbers”

Ratings determine ad rates/profit
Which makes TV highly competitive

Which can influence content decisions
Cable runs on ad dollars AND your fees

Cable news must fill 24 hours a day,
Broadcast News: morning, evening slots

This Material Be On The Quiz after 
Spring Break

Assignments:


