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SELECTED SOURCES FOR LONG ISLAND HISTORY
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I. - Eckert, Pauline G. An Introduction to Long Island History
in Nassau and Suffolk Counties (available at the
“Desk, in Government Documents, and in Microforms).
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eference

.- "New York (State). State Uhiversity. Stony Brook. Institute
“for Colonial Studies. The Microfilm Col7ectwon of the In~-
'tltute for Colonial Studles.
. . -
, i ‘ o :
Records*o he States of the Unlted States of America:
‘microfilm compilation. . ~.

ﬁoh5 Island New papers‘oniMicrofilm at S.U.N.Y.

at Stony
Brook.,,_- : :
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Collectlon. New York (State). tate Unlver31ty. atony Brook.
Institute for Colonlal Studies.
'The Microfilm Collection of the Instltute for Co-
lonlal Studles. i .

|

Scope and content This large collectlon is comprlsed of mi-
crofilmed contemporary source documents from New York,
.. Massachusetts, Virginia, Pennsylvanla, New Hampshire, and
*other states and colonies|on the eastern seaboard. The
over 600 microfilm reels include documents ranging pri-
_imarlly from the seventeenph to the nineteenth centuries,
- with the time perlod covered and the types.of documents
tavailable varying with the locality. Probate records, tax
lists, minutes of the proceedlngs of governmental bodies,
legal records, deeds, and: mlscellaneous town and person-
al records are among the many types of materlal in the
ollectlon.-‘_ & . , s : _

Locatlon number: Mlcrofllm ICS.

. _y,,. , L
Indexes, blbllographles, and other flndlng tools.__ .

“H,;l;_‘ New York (State) ota%e University, Stony Brook. In—
<l stitute for Colonial Studies. Acquisitions Books {un-
" cataloged notebooks in Micro., shelved with no. 2 be-

= low). These ten notebooks provide a frame by frame -
 microfilm reel guide to approximately half of the

reels in the collection (reel A to reel MT). The reel

. designations are llstéd alphabetically as follows:

" reel A, reel B, etc.,fto reel Z; then reel AA, reel
AB, etc., to reel AZ; 'then reel BA, reel BB, etc.,
to reel BZ, and so on. Individual frames on a par-
L ticular reel are indicated with a three digit number,
- . ¢ e.g. KB293, for frame 293 on reel KB. These reel guides
7 will therefore often make it possible to plnp01nt the
~ location of a spe01flcldocument, especially in sec=
tions devoted to miscellaneous records. The "Indian
Deed for Cataconocke on the Great Neck, known as 0ld
Field," for example, 1s listed as frame AA713, with
reel AA being devoted to Brookhaven Town, Suffolk
County, New York. The Acqulsltlons Books are sometimes
difficult and confusing to use, however. Qccasional-
ly revisions have been made in the notebooks which
do not correspond with|the actual microfilm reels,
and in some cases gaps'cccur in the alphabetical list-
ing of reels. There are also discrepancies on occasion
between the Acqulsltlons Books and-the Microfilm Col-
leetion guide (no. 2 below). In such cases the micro-
film must be consulted'to determine the exact loca-
tion -of the document in question.

l

2. New York (State). Stat Universit\.FStony Brook.
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Institute for Colonial Studies. Microfilm Collection
of the Institute for (Colonial Studies (Micro. and
Ref. Z1237.N5). This guide is arranged by reel ac-
cording to the same alphabetical scheme followed in

- the Acquisitions Books (no. 1 above}. It covers the

- entire collection, friom reel A to reel ZQ. Although

- it includes a descrlptlon of- the contents of each

reel, it lacks the frame by frame specificity of the
~ Acquisitions Books. Instead a llstlng of the ma jor
.. groups of documents on each reel is prov1ded, with-

- out a listing of individual documents in most cases.
::The gulde does offer a geographical approach not
found in the Acqulsltlons Books, however. A separate
.column next to the descriptive section for each reel
~gives the source lecallty for each major group of
~documents. Unfortunately no index-is provided, so one
~must scan the geographlcal column for the entire al-
. phabetical reel llstlng in order to locate the docu-
‘ments for a particular place. As with the listing in
“the Acquisitions Books, there are occasional discrep-
“ancies between the gulde and the actual microfilm
which necessitate a check of the microfilm reel in
question. Some of the!reel listings in the guide
(those reels filmed by the Institute itself and not
- purchased from anothey source) have been marked with
a "v," an "x," or an "o." These designations apply
“to the arrangement anq retrieval of the microfilm
-+ and are idiscussed in the section devoted to that top-

“=ic below. i '

Reflection of holdings in public catalogs:
Microforms: The collection as a whole is cataloged, but
_ - individual items are not reflected.
T - .Author/Title: No reflection of holdings.
: ' - Subject: No-reflection of holdlngs.
Publlc Serlals File: No reflectlon of hold;ngs.

Arrangement and retrieval: Mlcrofllm is filed in the cabinets
~labelled "ICS," located in' the resar storage area next to
the center column Filing ;s alphabetical according to
the following scheme: reel A, reel B, etc., to reel Z;
then reel AA, reel AB, etc., to reel AZ; then reel BA,

- reel BB, etc., to reel Bz,land so on. A small minorlty
of the reels (approx1mat°ly forty) were filmed by the
Institute itself and may present special retrieval prob-
lems. These reels are marked with a "¥" in the Microfilm
Collection guide (no. 2 above) to indicate that Stony

- Brook holds the master negatlve microfilm. The master
negatives for these reels are located in a drawer to the
left of the main ICS cabinet. They are not to be used by
patrons as regular serv1oe|cop1es. In most cases dupli-
cate copies of these reels 'have been made and these are

I

| _ |
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filed in the main ICS cabinet in the regular alphabeti-
cal sequence. These reels for which duplicate copies are
available are marked with an "x" in the Microfilm Colleg~
tion guide. A few of the master negative reels do not
have service copies in microfilm reel form, but micro-
film aperture cards, located in a cabinet opposite the
main ICS cabinet, are used as sarvice copies instead.
The aperture cards are filed according to the standard
alphabetical and frame number sequence followed in the
Acquisitions Books (no. 1 above). A "y" in the Microfilm
- Collection guide without an "x" along with it would in-
- dicate that the aperture cards should be used. Finally,
““an "o" marked in the guide indicates that a part1cular
: reel 1s missing. !

1

-

Acqulsltlons status: This collectlon was assambled by the In- ,
. stitute for Colonial Studies, which 1s no longer in oper-
jf ation. As a result no further acqulsltlons will be re-

*kcelved , . |

|
1
|

Avallablllty at the Center for Research Libraries: The Center
does not hold this mlcroxorm collection.

Example- Probate records from the various colonies and states
are one type of primary source material to be found in
- this collection. As they often include a detailed inven-
“tory of the perscnal possessions, real estate, etc.,
. owned by the decedent, these records are very imporitant
~ to the student of social and economic history. A research-
er investigating the social structure of late eighteenth
century New Hampshire, for example, might make use of
this collection by first §cannlnc the gpograohlcaL loca-
tion column in the Microfilm Collectlon guide (no. 2 above)
for relevant listings. Microfilm reel CQ, "Chesire Coun-
‘ty [N.HJ Probate Records,‘Inventorles, Claims, Accounts
(1771-1800) vols. 1, 2, & 3," is one source located by
this method. A sample selection from these records is
reproduced on the follow1ng page. The particular record
reproduced, "An Inventory of the Estate of L. Benjamin
Tucker late of Marlborough|..." {dated October 29, 1786)
is typical of many in the collection in its detailed
listing and valuation of personal property.

!
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Collection: Renords of the States of

the United States of America: a
cr0v11m compilation. ' ' '

P
| o : _
Location number: Microfilm A307. 1> | ) ‘ A

t

%cope and content: Also knows as "Ea %y State Records,” this collection
contains a wide variety of matefigl from the middle l6OQs to the first
. v ‘half of the nineteenth century. These records of the colonies and
B _ states were microfilmed by the Li?rary of Congress and total
R ' roughly 1700 reels. Stony Brook holds approximately one sixth of
~ -this total. The various cateﬂorlas of materlal include the Follow1ng{

|
1

’LegiélativebRecordS> c »Administrative Records,
" Journals, Minutes, Proceedings :Executive Records
. Legislative Debates ! Court Records .-
- Legislative Papers ! TLocal Records - County and City

" - Statutory Law _ Records of American Indlan Nations
- Codes and Compﬂlatlons Newspapers :
"Session Laws . . Rudimentary States and Courus
- '“:ope01al Laws ; ) '] Miscellaneous Records

. Constltutlonal Records
,;,{:' . | 4Newapapers in thls set not held at Stony Brook as part of Microfilm
e © A307 may be found in some cases in the Early American Newspapers
, collection (Microprint 4). See page 90. of this guide foramore ig-
e " - . formation on Warly Amerlcar Newspapers. ‘ '

e . . |

P . Indexes ‘biblio vra'hies and other finding tools:
. i R J D 2 l o !

. ‘ I
Primary tool.

1. A Guide to the Microfilm Collection of Early S ate Recordo (VLvro.‘
- and Ref. JK2L0B8.U65); Supplement (Micro. and Ref. JK2L0B.U65 Suppl.).
The Guide provides access to “the first six groups of records’
- outlined above, from Leglslat1§e Records through Court Records.
The remaining sections, from Local Records through Miscellaneous
" Records, are covered in the Supplement. A detailed "Arraangement
OQutline" serves as a more specific table of contents and introduces
the numbering system employed. ‘ The body of the guide is organized
first by classes in the arrangement outline, (e.g. Legislative
Records and sub-sections thereof) then by state, and finally in
. chronological order within the |sub-classes of records. A. .
comprehensive introduction discusses the specific nature of the
materials found in the various classes. Items checked in the
 §§£§§ and.Supplement are definitely held at Stony Brook. Other
items held are not checked, however, so the microfilm drawer
must be consulted to determine [for certain if a given reel is heid.

v

Selecced additional tool.
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| .
2. Carruth, Gordon. The I nCJclopedWa of Ameﬁlcan ?acus and Dates
(Ref. E17L.C3 1972). This aqd other comparable works can be
.used to help locate materiallin the records collection by verifying
the date and place of a given event and then checking A Guide %o
the Microfilm Collection of Early State Records (no. 1 above) to
- determine if any relevant items are available.

Reflection of holdings in public catallogs:
Microforms The most comprehensive reflection of this set appears

© in the Microforms catalog under the title Records of the States

~of the United States. Ca+aloc cards are included listing holdings
for each state represented, but not all materials are reflected.
he microfilm drawer must be consulted to determine for certain
“if a given reel is held at Stony Brook. There is also some
. reflection in the catalog by maln entry for 1nd1v1dual records,
‘especially in the case of newspapers.
~Author/Title: The collection as a whole is cataloged, and the:e ‘is
S ‘some reflection by main entry‘for 1nd1v1dua* reeo~ds, eapee1a1ly
e “in the case of newspapers. S o
v Subjedt: WNo reflection of holdings. R ERCTRRS

' Public Serials File: The collection as a whole is cataloged, and
... there is some reflection by maln entry for nd1v1dual serial titles,
~ especially in the case of nevspapers.

Arrangement and retrieval: Microfilm reels are shelved first by stave, +nen
. by type of record according to the Guide's alphanumeric
numbering system, then by reel number. Retrieval of the reel
©.‘containing the Journal of the{Assemb y for the 1743 North Carolina
General Assembly can serve aslan example. As the Guide assigns
.. the designation A.lb to Jouraels of lower houses of legislatures,
. in this case filing and retrieval would be by North Carolina, then
-~ A.lb, then Reel 1, which tae Guide lists as uhe location for bhe
, 1743 Journal. :

Acqulsltwons status: No further items 'in this collection are being .
recelved at present ' o ’ ' S

Avallablllty at uhe Center for Research Jﬂbraﬂles The Center holds this
<.mlCrO¢O"m collection in 1ts en+1revj o

Example: A researcher 1nvest1gat1ng American military preparations
for the defense of Boston after its recapture in the Spring of
1776 would find this collectioh very useful. A Guide to the
Microfilm Collection of Early State Records (no. 1 above) might
be checked for Massachusetts under the section Legislative
Records and the sub-class Journals, Minutes, and Proceedings.
This sub-class includes Journals of Lower Houses, in this cas
‘the Journal of the House of Reﬁresentaclves, group A.lb. The

_chronological arrangement within this group indicates that reel

wﬁ;jw '8/79e
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9 contains the Journal for May and June 1776 A relevant sample -
passage From the afternoon session of Friday, May 31, 1776 1s
reproducei on the following pave. :

‘1
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. | IA LOYG ISLAND NEWSPAPERS ON MICROTITM
| 1-28-80
- BROOKTN
" Mierofilm A178% - Nova Vanguard
L : Brooklyn, N.Y. |
‘ .Library has: Threes issues in 1968
| Microfilm AL78* S The Other Other

- Brooklyn, N.Y.

. Library has: May 20, 1963

EASI‘ HAMPTON "

Mmroflhn 668
e % maat Hamn,on, N Y

Libravy has: Sca*terei issue fron
+Dec. 1865 to June, 1917 (3 reels)

The 1?‘a‘mlly VOlC»

_ ~._ . -~ Elmhurst, N.Y.

s Mlcro‘11m A_78*, Y S T

eI e et o o o Library has: April - Dec., 1972
FARVEENGDA,_,E |

i MlC o$1lm 19°A" Long Island Head-light
, ' 1872-Feh. 27, 1875.
Farmingdale, N.Y.
P TS - ;;‘Library nas: Nowv. 1873-1875
FLUSHING
‘ : Microfilam A,73*i - News Projec

Flushing, N.Y.

Library has: scabtered issues in
1967 and 1968

GARDEN CITY S .
Microfilm A2 » o .~ Newsday (Suffolk edition)
- Melville

(Continusd)



GREAT N=C}

‘Microfilm A178% Roach
Great Nack, N.Y.

Library has: one issus in 1969

HEMPSTRAD
Microfilm A30 - B Hempstead Sentinel

~ Hempstead, N.Y.
. June 3, 1898~Ja1 27, 1949

Library has:  Juae 3, 1858 - Ian 27, 1949
Do (1nclu>1vn ia+e>) R

HleSVllié, N. Y

lerary aas:‘ scatterei issues in 1973, l97~,
- .and one issue in 1976

T:J'.UNTJ.N\JT’)V

Long Islandar
“Hantington, N. Y.
Juae 5, 1838 -

. M.c;o 1lm A_Soﬂfm

Library has: July 12, 1839 - Dez. 25, 1936

JAMATCA
 Microfilm A255 . - - . Long Island Press
S Ege 0 e . Jamalca, NUY.
1839 ~ 1977.
| Library has: 1970 - March 25, 1977.
- (ceased publication) -
LTNDﬁNFURbT

Microfilm A_78* : . Island Surfing
S Llndednu”oq, N.Y.

Library has: Two issues in 1973

(Continued)



. e : ‘ Page ~3-
 Microfilm A2 o Newsday (Suffolk edition)

Melville, N.X.
July 17, 19ih-

Library nas: July.l7, 194k - Nov. 1979

PORT JEFFERSON

’ Ind%éénd-nu Press
- Port Jefferson, N.Y.

\fﬁ Mi@rofilm i§3 _
‘ : Ano 17, 1865 -_Aub 187+

_ lerary has: Nov. 2, 1805,_Ia1 2+ “Mar. 14 1807,
s o June 17, Alg 19, Nov. 11, 1809

£ e o= o

71 Long Is‘add Leai . o e
: “Port Jefferson, N.Y. - ° o L e
Apr;l 12 1873 881 T

Microfilm 192 - -

lerary has: 1873-1881 (1ncomnle:e)

Lono Island V°Vb t T
Port Je-rerbon, N.Y
Feb. 92 1884-1889

Library has: Aug. 30, Sspht. 27, Och. 25, Nov. 15,1884;
: : Mar. 28-april 25, 18385, July 17-Ss=pt. 1il,
Sept. 25-Nov 6, Dec. 11-18, 1886;
July 2-9, 1887

. Mierofilm 193 . . . - Long Island Star
T s o o s Port Jefferson, N.Y.
B ' - 1866-1870.

Library has: Sept 13,1867, July 3, 1808 A.ag. 17 187:)
- (soms issues mlsslng)

Mierofilm A394 - Port Jefferson Times
: ) ’ Port Jefferson, W.Y.
Dec. 1k, 1878-Nov. 4, 1965.

Library has: Mar. 15, 1879-1835; .

1887-1890; 1892-1393;
- 1895»1905; Apiil 17, 1915 (incomplete)

(Continued)
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~e

SAYVILLE

Microfilm A371 Suffolk County News
: ' Sayville, N.¥.

- 1885-

Library nas: 1838 - July 10, 1342

The 3tatesman
tony . Brook, N.Y.
1958 - S

‘Library has:.

ifFeb.'l958.;.M53-12"i976

~Thres Village Herald
.Stony Brook, N.Y.
July 18, 1954-

 July 15, 195!

STBURY

"~ Long Island
Westbury, N.Y. .

" Migrofilm A178¥

v

B
N

Library has: . Two issués in 1970 and
cLfeT o Twa 1ssues in 1971 '

. WESTHAMPTON BEACH .. . < s o o -

Microfilm A178% = : A Moniebogue Press
: C " Westhampton Beach, W.Y.

.4 .. Library has: scattered issues in 1972

e

* - Underground Newspaper Collection.



	

