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What is 

 Opinion  

 Doing in the 

Journalism Neighborhood? 

Four Questions: 

 
1. How do you tell the difference between 

News Reporting and Opinion Journalism? 

2. Why should you care which is which? 

3. What is the value of Opinion Journalism? 

4. How do you spot counterfeit Opinion 

Journalism? 
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Warning: Test Ahead 

 

Question examples 

Lectures 1-6: You Are the Editor 

You Are the Editor You Are the Editor 
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News Matters 

And the Driver is… 

Submitted by: Stew Diaz 

Professor Dan Ure -Dedwaite 

“Some degree of abuse is inseparable from the 

proper use of everything , and in no instance is this 

more true than in that of the press.”  

"Speech is powerful. It can 
…inflict great pain.  
We cannot react to that pain 
by punishing the speaker.  
As a Nation we have chosen 
a different course - to 
protect even hurtful speech 
on public issues to ensure 
that we do not stifle public 
debate.” 
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Alexander Hamilton Starts the New York Post  

and Attacks Thomas Jefferson 

A Brief History of Opinion Journalism 

The Advertiser Model –  

Newspaper publishers needed to 

attract a wide variety of readers and 

advertisers 

The Rise of the “Objective” Press 
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Question # 1: 

 
      How do we tell the difference between 

News Reporting and Opinion Journalism? 

News Report 
Or  

Opinion Journalism? 
 
 

News Report Or Opinion Journalism? 
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News Report or Opinion Journalism? 

 
 

 

 
  

Sturgeon General’s Warning: A News Report will 

often include the opinions of experts, participants, 

witnesses or others quoted in the story.  That is not 

what is meant by Opinion Journalism.  

Definition of News 

News is information about a subject of some 
public interest that is shared and subject to the 

journalistic process of verification by an 
independent organization that is accountable.  
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Definition of Opinion 

Opinion is a view, a judgment, or an  

appraisal formed in the mind  

about a particular matter.  

How You Can Tell If It’s 

News Reporting 

or  

Opinion Journalism? 

 

Language and Labeling 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Opinion Landmarks: 

Language 

•First-person statements 

•Exaggeration or Superlatives 

 

 

 
 

• Emotional or dramatic descriptions 
•Tone (sarcasm, irony, parody) 

Opinion  Journalism Landmarks:  

Language 

Opinion  Journalism Landmarks:  

Language 

Editorial Cartoonists and Caricature 
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Editorial Cartooning, 

Animated 
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The Forms of News and Opinion 

The Importance of Labeling 

The Forms of News and Opinion 

The Importance of Labeling 

The News to Opinion Spectrum: Print  The News to Opinion Spectrum on TV 
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News to Opinion on TV 

TVSpectrum.wmv 

The News to Opinion Spectrum Online 

Question #2: Why should you care 

which is which? 

 
     

The goal of news reporting is to give you the 

information you need for your Fourth Estate role. 

 

The goal of opinion journalism is to help you make 

up your mind about that information. 

The Wall: 

Why It 

Matters 

The Virtual “Wall” In Practice 

Question #3: 
    What is  the value of Opinion Journalism? 
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Opinion Journalism is Valuable When: 

•You are well-informed 

•You are open-minded 

•You are active, not passive 
 

Question #4: 
How Do You Spot  

Counterfeit Opinion Journalism? 

(Evidence vs. Emotion) 
 

 

Opinion Journalism or Counterfeit? 
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Opinion Journalism or Counterfeit? 

 
 

 

 
  

Opinion Journalism or Counterfeit? 

 

 Fact-based vs. Emotion-based 

Logic vs. Belief 

 
 

Who Cares if Opinions Are Logic-based? 

ICE CREAM IS MURDER! 
BANISH BEN! JAIL JERRY! 
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Who Cares if Opinions Are Fact-based? 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan (deceased) 

Ambassador,  

Four-term U.S. Senator from New York 

 

Moynihan’s Maxim 
 

“Everyone is entitled to 
their own opinions, but 
they are not entitled to 
their own facts.” 

Journalism, Opinion Journalism or  

Counterfeit Opinion Journalism 

Which Is It? 
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Journalism, Opinion Journalism or  

Counterfeit Opinion Journalism 

Which Is It? 
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News vs. Opinion: A Summary 

 To tell the difference between news and opinion, 

analyze language & labeling 

 
Start with news: Know the news before you 

seek opinions about the news 

Moynihan’s maxim: “You’re entitled to your own 

opinion, but you’re not entitled to your own facts.” 

Alternate views can sharpen your thinking 

Assignments: 

 

 
 
•  
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Assignments: 

 

 
 
•  

 

 

 
 

  Common Errors in Critical Thinking   

Cognitive dissonance 
 

 I think Democrats help the poor. 

 Democrats voted to end welfare. 

 Welfare must be bad for the poor. 

 

Why is it difficult for us to hold two 

contradictory beliefs simultaneously? 

Sleeper effect 
 

 I remember hearing last month 

 that the Democrats will raise taxes. 

 (I forgot that I heard that in a TV ad.) 

 

Why are people more likely to recall 

the message and forget the source? 

Confirmation bias 
 

 I am certain that Republicans would 

 make America safer than Democrats. 

 I found an article that supports this. 

 

Why do we have a tendency to seek 

out that which confirms our beliefs? 

Framing 
 

 I am not in favor of tax increases. 

 But the idea of a „temporary refund 

 adjustment‟ makes a lot of sense. 

 

Why do we draw different conclusions 

based on how something is presented? 

Begging the question 
 

 If publishing secrets wasn‟t illegal, 

 then they would not be prohibited. 

 That is why we cannot publish secrets. 

 

Why is publishing secrets prohibited 

and illegal to begin with? 

Quoting out of context 
 

 According to President Obama‟s own 

 words, his propsal will significantly 

 “raise taxes” for small businesses. 

 

Why is only a very small part of what 

President Obama said quoted? 

Slippery slope 

 

 If it is okay to censor some news, 

 then inevitably governments will  

 wind up censoring all news. 

 

Why does a first small step inevitably 

lead to a significant consequence? 

Straw-man argument 
 

 We must limit the press during war, 

 otherwise we will be totally exposed 

 to attack from our enemies. 

 

How does this exaggerated position 

relate to the argument at hand? 

Bandwagon fallacy 
 

 No other newspapers published it. 

 Therefore we conclude that it  

 must not be worth publishing. 

 

Why should popularity be a good 

reason to do or not do something? 

Appeal to authority 
  

 We cannot publish secret documents. 

 Ten experts agree it is illegal. 

 Therefore it must be illegal.  

 

Why should we trust the advice of 

“experts” without further scrutiny? 

Ad hominem 
 

 No one should support the tax plan 

 proposed by the governor. 

 After all, he is accused of tax fraud. 

 

Why should a personal attack negate 

the arguments for the proposal? 

Guilt by association 
 

 We should not trust tax proposals if 

 they are supported by Republicans. 

 A lot of Republicans are rich. 

 

Why should a person’s memberships  

affect the merits of their argument? 

Affirming the consequent 
 

 If it is illegal, no one will publish it. 

 No one has published it. 

 Therefore it must be illegal. 

 

What other reasons might explain 

why no one has published it? 

The “fallacy” fallacy 
 

 We shouldn‟t publish it if it is illegal. 

 It is not illegal. 

 Therefore we should publish it. 

 

Why is disproving a faulty argument 

not a reason to do something? 

Existential fallacy 
 

 All conspiracies are hard to verify. 

 Therefore some news stories that 

 are hard to verify are conspiracies. 

 

What other reasons might make it 

difficult to verify a news story? 

Denying the antecedant 
 

 If it is illegal, no one will publish it. 

 It is not illegal. 

 Therefore someone will publish it. 

 

What other reasons might explain 

why no one has published it? 

   

Logical Fallacies Misconceptions 

Red Herrings Cognitive Biases 


