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News Literacy In The Information Age

Who Is George Turklebaum?

News Literacy In The Information Age
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News Matters

My Life As… An Investigative Reporter

Author Scott Higham „82
Monday, May 2, 7:30 p.m., Javits

“An Original DocuMovie” -TLC

INSERT CHANDRATRAILER.WMV
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Essay Deadline Approacheth…

The Final

8:15-11 PM

Wednesday, May 18

Turklebaum is Exhibit A
In The Next Answers

To This Semester‟s First Questions:

What is News Literacy?
Why does it matter?
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IMPORTANT! READ THE 

DIRECTIONS IN THE 

NOTES!!!

Today:

1. News on the Web:
Advantages and Disadvantages

2. How to Minimize the Disadvantages
and Maximize the Advantages

Context: The Growth of Online Usage 

• The Average American Adult Now Spends 

13 Hours A Week on the Internet

•2000: 57% of Americans are online

• 2010: 79% of Americans use the Internet

• 1995: 9% of Americans are online

Source:  Harris Polls

• The Internet developed in 1968

• Tim Berners-Lee, working in Geneva (Switzerland) invents 
World Wide Web in 1989
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Versus, How We Get News Online

News Sites on the Internet

Where Top News Sites Stand Overall

Alexa.com

Rankings 2010

The Power of New Media: For Newsmakers

Using YouTube to Help Wage War
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News Can Disseminate Quickly 

on Social Networking Sites Like Twitter

Shifting Power from Producer to Consumer

Abundant information?

The Information Age? 
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Maddowinternet.wmv

News on the Web - Disadvantages

News on the Web - Disadvantages

• Confusion about what is 
and isn‟t journalism

• Speed Over Accuracy

• Ironic Erosion of Privacy AND Disinhibition
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News on the Web– Disadvantages

• Blurring of Lines Between News, 

Opinion, and Advertising

• Underfunding of Newsrooms Erodes 
Quality of Journalism

• Abundance Increases Odds

You‟ll Choose Poorly

News on the Web– Negatives

Reliability on the Web: Who Checks?
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What Methods Make Journalism Different?

Verification

Independence

Accountability

(Mnemonic device: “Via”)

News on the Web- Advantages

• Democratic

• Free*

• Speed • Global

•Interactive/Shared

• Archival

•Multimedia

• Variety

• Competition

• Convenient

* If  giving up your data is the same thing as free.

Speed Kills…Errors

http://www.regrettheerror.com/
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On The Web, You Can Punish Frauds

http://www.psdisasters.com

News on the Web
Up-to-date…Always, Everywhere

New Sources and New Forms of Delivery

How the Internet is Changing the News

With RSS feeds, you choose 

the news that comes to you.
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News Comes To You, Customized

News and Social Media

Sharing the News
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The Internet Provides Information in New Ways

Newsday plots crime reports on a map

How Do We Know What to Trust?

MartinLutherKing.org

How Do We Know What to Trust?

MartinLutherKing.org
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How Do We Know What to Trust?

How Do We Know What to Trust?

Stormfront.org

How Do We Know What to Trust?

Rank ≠ Reliability
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VIA… EVEN ON THE WEB

Evaluating Web Pages: VIA

• Links are working (don‟t lead 

to dead or outdated pages)

• Dates for page creation and 

content updates are provided

• Information on the page is not out of date

• Links out to reputable , independent, 
or authoritative sites

• Information is independent 

and verifiable

• Multiple sources are cited, 

ideally with a variety of viewpoints

• News and opinion are clearly labeled

Evaluating Web Pages: VIA
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The person/organization 

providing the information is 

INDEPENDENT, informed and  

knowledgeable. By virtue of 

experience, data collection, 

observation, training, 

credentials, access, they know 

what they are talking about.

Evaluating Web Pages: VIA

•“About Us” easily found,

and with robust information 

about funding, ownership, 

contact numbers for 

corrections, etc.

Evaluating Web Pages: VIA

Look at the „About Us‟ Page

Can You Identify Who Is Responsible For the Site?
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Who Runs the Site?

Look Up Who Owns and Runs the Site on “Whois”

.COM
.

.COM can be purchased by any

person or company from any country

 It is suggested that .COM be 

reserved for commercial interests 

(businesses). There are no 

restrictions for use.

.ORG
.

.ORG can be purchased by any 

person or company from any country

.ORG is often used to denote 

Organizations, specifically Non-Profit 

Organizations, BUT, there are no 

restrictions for use. 
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.NET
.

.NET can be purchased by any 

person or company from any country

 It is suggested that .NET be 

reserved for internet providers and 

the like, BUT there are no 

restrictions.  

.EDU
.

.EDU IS RESTRICTED!

 It can only be used by regionally 

accredited, degree granting 

institutions. Each institution may 

only hold a single .EDU domain. 

Mostly used for US schools. 

.GOV
.

.GOV IS RESTRICTED!

 It can only be used by United 

States governmental organizations. 

Registration  is done through the 

US government directly. 
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How do we know WHOM to trust?

Information on the Web: 
Advantages and Disadvantages 

Wikipedia Edits 
Aren‟t Always Accurate

John Seigenthaler‟s Wikipedia War
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Wikipedia Responds to 
Criticism and Adds Editors

. . . which can help you spot problems in articles.

Watch for tags, warnings, and captions . . . 

Due Diligence 
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Evaluate This Site
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Check Snopes

Shortcuts: Is It a Hoax?

ICE CREAM

News Literacy In The Information Age
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Vanilla

The Ol‟ standby 

Chocolate

Basic, but slightly more indulgent 

Rocky Road

A “rocky road” to the truth
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Not really ice cream

Looks like it, but does it taste like it?

The toppings

Sometimes, there‟s a lot of nuts on top

It‟s really a Sundae

You make all the choices
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Assignments:

Due in Recitation:
The Email Assignment (Read instructions on 

Blackboard. Watch for an email from us)

Due at the Next Lecture
TV Deconstruction and Quiz on News U

Due at your final Recitation:
The Essay


