
7/18/2013 

1 

 

Did he get all the way up with no rope? 

 1) What IS truth? 
 

2) How does the verification process 

work? 
 

3) Why does it break down? 
 

4) What kinds of evidence should a 

news consumer look for? 

Housekeeping, Announcements & Notes 

Last Week’s Lesson: Cognitive Dissonance 

What if you make it a habit to challenge 

yourself with uncomfortable facts? 

Code of Ethics 
1. Seek Truth and Report It 

2. Minimize Harm 

3. Act Independently 

4. Be Accountable 
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A journalist’s first obligation is to the  

 1) What IS truth? 
 

 

 

 

 

Truthiness.wmv 
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Partial Evidence, Different “Truths”  

When can we be satisfied 

that we have enough evidence? 

1. Seek Truth and Report It (i.e. NOW)* 
“…Test the accuracy of information from all sources and exercise 
care to avoid inadvertent error. Deliberate distortion is never 
permissible….” 

 

Today’s evidence will be trumped 

 by tomorrow’s discoveries 

Journalistic Truth is 

Provisional   Newsday,  

Sept. 15, 2009 

Newsday, Sept. 16, 2009 

Newsday, Sept. 
17, 2009 

Newsday, Sept. 18, 2009 

The Hofstra  

Rape Case 
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Not all Evidence is Created Equal 
Indirect Evidence: Eyewitnesses, official 
spokespersons, expert reconstructions, 
computer models and other predictions. 

The Temple of Truth 

Indirect Evidence, arranged logically, can 
support a sound conclusion. But it is 
dramatically strengthened with direct evidence. 

Combinations of different kinds of evidence  
make the justification stronger 

Journalist is 
eyewitness 

Expert  
opinion 

2nd-hand 
statement 

photos 
 

Direct Evidence 

 

Climber.wmv 

 Journalistic Verification in Pursuit of The Truth 

Direct Evidence: Documents/Records:  

 

“Birtherism” folds in the face of documentary evidence 
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Direct Evidence: Journalist Observation 

 

 

 

 
Ward1.wmv 

 

 

Second and Third-hand accounts: 

 
“White House Spokesperson Jay Carney” 

Police Commissioners  

Expert Reconstruction/Re-creation 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
Indirect Evidence 
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Indirect Evidence 
 

 

 
Expert suppositions/hypotheticals 

   

Why Verification Breaks Down 

   

Why Verification Breaks Down 

   

Why Verification Breaks Down 
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Always ask:  

Did the 

Reporter Open 

the Freezer? 

Journalist as eyewitness: What if You Demand Verification? 

 Code of Ethics 
Society of News-Literate Citizens 

1. Ask: Did the Reporter 

Open the Freezer? 

2. Follow The Story 

SOCIETY OF 

NEWS-LITERATE 

CITIZENS 
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    Direct Evidence: 

 

How Journalists Pursue the Truth 

Hierarchy of Evidence: Wreck Scene 

• Driver of Car 

 • Eyewitnesses 

 

Arm’s Length 
Evidence: 

 

• Lawyer for Driver 

 

• Campus Police 

 • University Officials 

 

• Friends and   

   Relatives of Victims 

 

• Students on  
   Campus 
 

• Family of Driver 

 

• Breathalyzer Report 

 • Driving Records 

 • Accident Reports  

   for the Road 

 

Journalists Are Given the Wrong Information 

Why Verification Breaks Down 

‘What I tell you  

three times is true.’ 
-Lewis Carroll 

What Is Truth? 


