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Watch Fox once a week… 45% 

Watch Fox almost every day… 60% 

  
 
 

                 

 

 

 

Audience Bias 
Media Bias 

  

What the Public Sees 

•74% say news organizations tend to favor one side in 

dealing with political and social issues 

 

•50% believe the media has a liberal slant 

 

•22% believe the media has a conservative slant 

 

 
-2009 survey 

Press Accuracy Rating Hits Two Decade Low 

What’s Students See 
“Most news outlets exhibit bias” 

Agree, 55 

Neither 
Agree nor 

Disagree, 15 
Disagree, 2 

FALL 2013 REALITY CHECK 

-- Source: 
 F2013 Reality Check Survey 

769 respondents 
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Media Bias? 

Audience Bias? 
 Who do you trust?  
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All others*

* All others: PBS, NBC,  

MSNBC, CBS, CNN, ABC 

What Does Evidence Show? 

Three Questions Today: 

•How do we know if a news report is fair? 

 

•How do we know if a news outlet is biased? 

 

•What’s the difference between news media 

bias and audience bias? 

What’s the Difference Between 

Fairness and Balance? 
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What Was Missing? 

“It all started with a cup of sugar and a sneeze.”  

-Alexander T. Wolf Fatal Sneezes and  

Temper Tantrums 
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What’s Missing? 

Seriously, What’s the Balanced View 

of Wolves and Pigs? 
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Can Balance Be the Opposite of 
Fairness? 

Should Holocaust Deniers Get Equal Space? 

Can Balance Be the Opposite of 
Fairness? 

The Massacres in Bosnia 

Amanpour Moral Equivalency.wmv 

“Think Twice” 

 
A Silent Minute to Absorb the Material 
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Language Landmarks 

• “Right-to-Life” vs. “Anti-Abortion” 

• “Ruthless” vs. “Tough” 

• “Admitted” vs. “Said” 

• “Gay Marriage” vs. “Marriage Equality” 

• “Pro-Choice” vs. “Pro-Abortion” 

Fair language? 

30 

 

 

 
  
 

 



10/3/2013 

9 

busted.wmv 

How to Spot Bias 

• Look for evidence of a pattern 

of unfairness over time 

• Compare a variety of news outlets 

 especially to search for a bias by omission 

• Take note of the self-interest 
of those alleging bias 
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Opinion or Bias? 
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Pivot Point 

 

Every other row 

Pivots to the row behind 

To discuss in groups of four 

 
 

 
 

Bias in the News 

A Pattern of Unfairness? 

Obama’s War Against Fox News 
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Audience Bias 
Media Bias 
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Codered.wmv 

The stronger the emotion, 
The more likely bias will be charged: 

 

• Politics 

• Race and Gender 

• Social Issues 

• Religion 
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Confirmation Bias 

Selective Distortion 

 Selective Retention 

Cognitive Dissonance Spawns Ugly Children  

Watch the Cognitive Dissonance video 

then  do “Project Implicit” homework 

Source Misattribution 

 
 

 

hus endeth the Lesson… 
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Housekeeping, Announcements & Notes 

Extra Credit Opportunity: 

An Evening With Watergate Reporter 

Carl Bernstein 

October 15 

SAC Auditorium 

Doors Open 7:45 p.m. 
Tickets, Free, SAC Box 

Office 

News Literacy students and 

Journalism students only. 

To receive extra credit, you’ll watch “All The President’s Men” in advance and answer a few 

simple questions about the film and Bernstein’s talk. 

Digital Resource Center Extensions: 
Whenever possible, we provide digital materials for use outside class to encourage solo work by students and 

accommodate a wider range of learning styles.  

 

Extending this lecture:  
 
Available in multiple languages, Project Implicit offers 

an anonymous way for students to probe their implicit 

biases as a way to understand cognitive dissonance. 

Glasstrailer.wmv 
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